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JUNJEEltA ESTATE. 


ROUGH NOTES BY MR. G. B. SETON KARR. 

Seedee Ibrahim Khan Yakoot Khan, the reigning Nuwab of Junjeera,* 
is the son of the late Nuwab Seedee Mahomed. He is generally called the 
Nuwab or the Khan Saheb. Government arc aware that he was not born in 
wedlock ; his mother, who died shortly after his birth, was of the Gowlee 
caste. Seedee Mahomed, on the 31st August 1848, abdicated in his son the 
present Khan’s favour, and placed him on the Gadee. Seedee Mahomed died . 
on the 22nd November following, and the Government of India, in their letter 
to the Government of Bombay No. 501 of 1849, directed that the present 
Khan’s right to the chiefship should be recognised. The title of Nuwab was 
conferred by Shah Alumgeer, but the Jagcer (which Grant Huff, page 139, 
states was not considered hereditary) was held by Seedees under the Sultans of 
theAhineduuggur Nizam Shahee Dynasty, upwards of three hundred years ago. 

The present Khan is*about thirty years of age* : he has no issue as yet by 
his w ife, Sherfoo # Becbee, who is- about twenty years of age ; but by’his yon- 
cubine Saeeda Baee he has had two sons, the eldest of whom is dead; the 
second, by name Seedee Mahomed, is about two and a half years of age. It 
is said that the Khan contracted Nika with Saeeda Baee before the birth of 
these children,*but it is obtain that no public ceremony was performed. It is 
a question w hich may have to be disposed of at some future time, whether this 
boy, Seedee Mahomed, shall be recognised as heir to the Gaelic orf the present 
Khan’s death. 

The Khan has a daughter by another woman, said also to be a Nika wife,, 
named Narungce Baee ; and he has two other women, said to be Nika 
wives too, from Hubshan. His own mother to dead ; his Btep-mother, 
Banoo Beebec, who was Seedee Mahomed’s (the present Khan’s father) second 
wife, is alive, but she has no voice in the management of affairs. A Somalee 
named Seedee Hoosain Subedar, in concert with some Konkunee Musulmans 
and Purvoes, and a Seedee or two, manage everything. A recollection of what 
was a very common way in Mahomedan Courts of silencing troublesome oppo¬ 
nents (and it is commonly said occasional recurrence to it), and the hold over 
the Khan which is given by the invalidity of his title to the Gadee, contribute. 


* A. D. 1855. 
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together with Ins incapacity, to maintain these persons in power. A connection 
of the pnesent Khan’s, bet.ween whom and myself an acquaintance has arisen 
out of the matters lately at issue, asserts publicly that his father was poisoned 
at Junjeenij and that he himself has been obliged to leave the fort for fear of 
the san£ thing. 

The present Khan has foqjr half-brothers, viz :— 

I l m 

I. —Seedee Kasim, about twenty-five years of age. Jiis mother’s name 
is Sadarung Bare, lie has a daughter, but no son. 

II. —Secdee Ksoofj about twenty-two years of age. His mother died 
youfig. “He has no issue. 

III. —Seedee Abdool liuheem, about fifteen years of age. Ilis mother’s 
name is Jaferan Bare. lie has no issue. 

IV. —Seedee Mahomed, about five years of age ; is whole brother to No. I. 

The mothers of all these were Nika (not married) wives to the late Khan. 

There are said to be in the fort about one hundred Seedees, and a 
few hundred other soldiers ; there are no Arabs. Many of the military re¬ 
tainers arc descendants of those who accompanied ^codec ITmbur Sanuk 
when he established the present dynasty. The fort, ».:.ich is on an island, is 
large, and in good repair, and has some serviceable guns. 

The Ilubshee’s territory in the Koukun contains two hundred and seventy- 
five villages; "of these twenty-three are Inam. Seven or eight only of the 
villages arc of any size. 

There are five and a half Mahals. Kaeh has a Thaua station, where a Dis¬ 
trict Officer is placed, with a few’ Kjpkoons, and some fifteen sepoys. The gross 
revenue amounts to about a lakh and seventy thousand niphes : it is realized 
mostly from the land, and is paid in kind, and consumed by the Khan and his 
numerous relations, servants, and dependents, without being converted into 
money. ^ 

The cash required by the Stale is raised by a general house tax, from 
which the inhabitants best able to hear it (the Brahmins and Purvoes) are 
exempt, and by 'a Babtee or impost, levied on the cultivators in proportion to 
the amount of their assessment,—those who pay most assessment paji also, 
most Babtee. The Hyuts also pay the Nuwab separately for the cost of 
collecting his revenue. Foj every Khundee of grain which they pay, they also 
pay a rupee to reimburse the Sirkar foe the trouble and expense of carrying it 
to Junjeena. 

There is also a money tax on trades and professions; but as the principal 
part of the revenue is paid in kind, and not in cash, the people, although 
extremely poor, have not to run into debt to pay it. Vait or forced labour is 
exacted; the labourers receiving two copper pice and a Nitvee of rice per diem. 
The successive Chiefs who have occupied the Gadee are generally reported to 
have been popular with the Ryuts, and to have always inclined to a mild and 
lenient rule; but the factions which contend for the direct management of 
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affairs are said to oppress and plunder each other’s adherents as opportunity of 
doing so occurs. 




The British political relations with the Junjeera Estate are comprised in 
the Treaty of Alliance, concluded on the 6th December 1733, i>y Messrs. 
Lowther and Dickinson on the part of the Honorable East India Company, 
with the Seedees of Jujijeern of Ilajapooree; confirmed on the 11th December 
1733 by flie Honorable Robert Cowan, President and Governor fh Council.* 
The Chief of Junjeera pays no tribute, and is regarded as independent of the 
British Government; and, as far as lies in his power, he*seems determined to 
remain so. No British Agent of any description resides at Junjeera. *The 
Chief exhibits much disinclination to correspond on any subject with the 


British authorities, and he views with suspicion and dislike the visits into his 


territory of any officer, either Native or European, belonging to the Honorable 


Company’s Service. 


MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION REGARDING JUNJEERA. 


Name, Title, arid Age of 
Chief. 

Usual Place of Residence. 


I. —Seedeo Ibrahim Khan Yakool Khan, Nuwab of 
Junjeera, is about thirty years of age. • 

II. —Fort of Junjeera. 


III. — The Chief has po family by his wife. 

The principal *pejsons of the little Court, .if such 


Names and Ages of •Le¬ 
gitimate Male Issue, and 
of the Principal Persons of 
the Court. 


a title can he applied to it, are Heedee Hoosain Sube- 
dar, and Shaikanee Subedar. They are descendants 
of officers who accompanied the first Seedee when the 


Jturner was established here, about three hundred 
years ago. There are two other families of distinction, one called Subnees, and 
the other Dewan, who formerly had general control over the affairs of the State. 
At present affairs are managed, or I should rather say mismanaged, by any 
persoi#who can get the tipper hand. 


Whether* Tributary or 

not; if SO, to whom, and IV.—Pays no tribute to any one. 

Annual Amount of Tribute. * 

Estimated Gross Annual V.—The total amount of revenue is said to be 

Revenue. about Rs. 1,70,000. • * 

VI.—Is bounded on the north by the Rewdunda Creek, on the south by the 

Boundaries of Territory, I!ankote Creek ’ on U,c ca9t b r the Talookas of Kaj- 
and estimated Area in pooree and Ryghur, of the Tanna Zina, and on the 
Square Miles. west }>y ocean . The area is about three hundred 

and twenty-four square miles. 


* This Treaty will be found at page 8 of this Selection. 


X 
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Prevailing Nature of the 
Soil, usual Means of Irri¬ 
gation, and general Fea¬ 
tures of Ihe Country. 


VII. —Towards the .sea, the soil is sandy. In the other parts of the Princi¬ 
pality the usual red stony soil of the Konkun prevails; 
strong evidence of volcanic formation is apparent 
everywhere. The means of irrigation are wells, 
which are worked by the common Persian wheel. 

Garden crops are also raised by means of the Ooktee, 
which is u bucket at the end of a pole; balanced by a weight, and "worked by 
manual labour. Water is drawn up from the nullasand rivulets by means of this 
apparatus. The genelal appearance of the country is extremely hilly ; the hills ' 
average about one thousand feet in height, and are covered with dense jungle. 
Their sides produce good crops of hemp, Nachnee, and Naglee (Cynosures 
corocanus). Between the ranges of hills are narrow valleys, containing the 
villages, and where excellent crops of rice are raised in the alluvial soil. 

VIII. —The natural and industrial resources are almost exclusively agricul¬ 
tural ; manufactures there are none. With the excep¬ 
tion of the seafaring Kolees, most of whom are 
fishermen, thfi rest of the population get their living 

from the soil. Tn the light sand, bordering the sef. cocoanut trees grow 
in great perfection, and fresh water for their irrigati u is found by digging 
anywhere for a few yards into the easily worked earth. Rice is largely 
cultivated in # the valleys. Firewood and timber could be largely exported, 
but this is not allowed. There is not, however, much teak. 

Routes, Approaches,and IX.—There are no made roads; the creeks and 

Menus of Communication . , , . , 

by Laud ami Water. the ocean to some extent supply the want. 

X.—The climate is the same as that of most other parts of the Konkun—hot, 


Natural and Industrial 
Resources. 


Climate, and Average 
Range of Thermometer. 


relaxing, and moist, but not unhealthy. The average 


Rain. 


range of the thermometer in the latter part of the 
rainy and in the cold wcajher may be taken as about 
76°, and in the hot weather and beginning of the rains as about 90°. 

Average inmial Full of XI.—The average fall may probably be about one 

hundred inches. 

XII.—The population is estimated at«about 
seventy-one thousand. 

XIII. —The religion is Mahomedan and Hindoo; the language is Hindoo- 

stanee and Murathee. The predominant castes are 
Mahomedan, Bundaree, Kolee, and Agree ; there 
are few Brahmins or Purvoes. 

XIV. —It cannot be said that much justice is administered, either civil or 

« criminal. A good deal is left to the caprice and inte¬ 

rest of the subordinate officers for the time being, and 
their appointments depending on their payment of. 
Nuzurana, changes therefore frequently occur. Civil 
and criminal functions are performed indiscriminately 


Estimated Population. 


Religion, Language, Tribes, 
and Cartes. * 


Brief notice of the Mode 
in which Civil and Crimi¬ 
nal Justice are Adminis¬ 
tered. 
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by the same office’s. The proceedings are generally ’oral, and there is no 
definition or fixed limit of jurisdiction. The public, however, have apparently 
been taught a lesson which might be learned with great advantage in the 
Honorable Company’s possessions, for there is little or no litigatioh. the 
revenue is paid in kind, the people, though extremely poor, are not generally 
in debt. # • # • # 

XV. —Fine is the punishment generally awarded, and as the officer by whom 

• Nature of Punishmenta il is imposed has a portion of $ for himself, it may 
awarded for Criminal Of- safely be assumed that guilt is generally punished; 
fences * whether innocence is always safe is a different matter. 

If the fines imposed are not paid, the convicts in small cases are made to 
labour as menial servants; in serious offences confinement is resorted to. 

XVI. —No assistance whatever is given by the State. In the very large 

, ,, villages there Js generally a Murathee school, where 

Educational Measures. ^ 

boys learn reading, writing, and arithmetic. Ihe 

Pundit receives from two to four annas a. month for each boy. 

XVII.—The Ilubshee has hitherto resisted its 

introduction. 

XVIII.—Intermittent and remittent fever, and 
guinea-worm. 


Progress of Vaccination. 
Prevalent Diseases. 


ROUGH NOTES BY MR. R. H. SIIOWELL. . 

The following extract from Clune’s Appendix to his “ Itinerary,” published 
in 1828, contains an account of the origin and history of the Junjeera 
Estate:— . 

“ Seedee or IJubshee Mahomed Khan, the present Chief of Junjeera, is 
the eldest son of the late Ibrahim Khan, who, after a reign of # abo»t twenty- 
four years, died towards the end of 1826. The country over which his 
authority extends is along the sea coast, between the Rewdunda apd Bankoot 
rivers, and* produces a revenue of about Rs. 1,75,000 annuallyJyfcXhe legend 
sets forth, that about the year 1489 a party of Abyssinians, in the service of 
one of the Nizam Shahee Kings of Ahrficdnuggur, disguised as merchants, 
obtained permission from the chiefs of the island to land three Hundred 
boxes, each of which contained a soldier, by which means they possessed 
themselves of Dunda Rajapoor. It afterwards formed part of tha dominions 
of the King of Rajapoor, under whom, in the time of Sivajee, thfc Government 
of the Southern Konkun was held by the admiral of the Beejapoor fleet, who 
was an Abyssinian, and whose officers and crews were his own countrymen. 
Being hard pressed by the Murathas, the captains of the fleet Appear to 
have formed # themselves into a republic, and to have offered their services 
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to Aurungzeeb, then 1 at war equally with Beejapoor and the Muratha3. 
Since that time, till within fifteen or twenty years ago, they have been 
engaged in constant wars, by sea and land; but the Principality, though 
circumscribed in its limits, maintains its independence to this day. The 
Seedees were terrible as pirates, and more dreaded than all others on the 
Pirate CJpast.” ^ * , v 

The Chief of Junjeera is still independent in his own State. In matters 
calling for the interference of the. British Government, he is subject only, 
to the. orders of Government in the Political Department. 

The revenues of the State are at present considered not to exceed a lakh 
of rupees per annum. 

The intercourse between the British authorities and the Uubshee consists in 
rendering mutual assistance in apprehending and delivering up persons accused 
of criminal offences, and on miscellaneous matters arising out of proximity of 
position. 

Communications from the Government to the Chief are usually made through 
the medium of the Collector, but on extraordinary occasions of compliment, or 
of censure for inattention to the wishes of Government which has occasionally 
been called for by the conduct of the Chief), letters art addressed to him direct 
by the Governor in Council. 

The only Treaty which has ever been made with the Chief of this State was 
one of alliance for purposes offensive and defensive, on the 6th December 
1733. 


JIJNJEEKA. , 

• 

Treaty of Alliance, concluded on the 6th December 1733 by Messrs. 
Lowtiieu and Dickinson, on the part of the Honorable East 
India Company, with the Seedees of Junjeera of Rajapooree ; 
confirmed on the IDA December 1733, by the Honorable Robert 
Cowan, President and Governor in Council. 

Artidefrby which the English Nation and the Seedees of Junjeera have adjusted 
an Alliance, defensive and offensive, on the Coast of India. 

For to establish upon a firm and lasting foundation a perpetual alliance and 
sincere friendship betwixt the Governments of Junjeera and Bombay, Seedee 
Saad, Seedee Oomur Affajee, Seedee Musood, and the other principal Seedees 
residing in the said Junjeera, have agreed and settled with the Honorable 
Robert Cowan, Esq., President and Governor for the Honorable English 
Company and Council,— i 
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Article I. 

That they shall make a league against all the enemies of both Governments 
in India (Europeans, subjects of the Kings of Ilindoostan, Persia, Arabia, and 
China excepted), and particularly against Angria, both Governments making 
a vigorous war by sea and land, not regarding aify offers of peace fjom that 
enemy; and neither of the two allies shall hear alone nor particularfy anything 
^relating to peace, unless both are present at the same time anything is 
proposed, and are to resolve on nothing without the consent of. both 
Governments. • 

Article II. 


That in case one of die two Governments may have an enemy that is in 
amity with the other, in such case the league is only to be defensive, and 
must not fail on any pretence to aasist.thcm that are invaded ; and in case of 
any invasion, the Government that is in amity with the aggressor shall inter¬ 
fere their good offices as mediators, to accommodate tlie differences that 
have happened. 


/ Article III. 

As to the union of the forces of Bombay and Jnnjeera in their action# 
against Angria, as well by sea as by land, all the marine forces of Bombay 
are to be in conjunction with those of Junjeora, who are to lie commanded by 
their own proper officer, yet he is to act as subordinate to the chief, 
commander of the English forces, as being more experienced in sea fighting, 
and the fleet of Bombay of greater force ; and as in Bombay there is no more 
infantry than is sufficient for their garrisons^the necessary land forces are to 
be provided by the Seedees of Junjcera. 


Article IV. 

And likewise, .in case the-.territories of the Seedee should be invaded by any 
power that is an.enemy to both Governments, they are to be assisted with all 
the marine force of Bombay; and in case that the Government of Bombay 
should be invaded by any power that is {m enemy to both Governments, they 
shall be assisted from Junjeera with thirty fighting gallivats, «.nd two thousand 
sepoys. • 

Article V. 

That all that is taken in this war h f sea by the united forces of both 
Governments shall be given to the English, and what shall be taken Fiy land 
shall be given to the Seedees, according as is expressed in Articles VJ, 
and VII. 

Article VI. • 

And if God shall be pleased to give this alliance the desired success, and 
that Angria shall be expelled the Fort of Khandery by the united forces of 
both Governments, that place ^ shall be given to the English, with all the 
ammunition # and artillery that shall be found therein; and all the other forts 
S 
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that shall be taken from the said enemy shall be given to the Sendee, with all 
the ammunition and artillery found in them, except Colaba, which shall be 
entirely demolished, with all its bulwarks and batteries, so as one stone shall 
not bq left above another, and shall never be rebuilt without the consent and 
pleasure of both Governments; and the revenues and produce of the lands 
aimexed f to that fort, and Whatever tribute belongs to it (except royal grants 
and possessions in the hands of the ancient proprietors) shall be annually and 
equally divided, lmjf to the English, and the other half to the Seedees of 
Junjewra, and the care and security of these lands is to be provided for by both. 

Article VII. 


In the place called IWhopat, betwixt the rivers of Nagotna and Penn, in 
the district of Colaba, the English may build, if they think proper, a warehouse 
and small fort, with artillery sufficient for the better security of those lands 
and their roads, and the convenicncy oV merchants trading, putting a garrison 
therein; and the customs and oilier rents that shall be recovered shall be 
annually and equally divided, half to 1 the English and half to the Seedees of 
Junjeera, and likewise they shall pay equally the charges of building the fort 
and its garrison, and both Governments shall take can lo encourage trade and 
preserve the subjects. 

Article VIfI. 

* 

That all the ammunition that shall be expended in this war, as well by sea 
as by land, by either of the Governments, shall he on their respective accounts, 
and in ease one should hi', necessitated to take of the other, if they can spare 
it, they are to give it. lor its just price. 

Article IX. 

If any robberies are committed on either side, restitution is immediately to 
be made to the persons wronged. 

Article X. 

That deserters who put themsclwvs under the protection of either Govern¬ 
ment shall not be delivered up if they have committed a crime worthy of death. 


Article XI. 

That, the Seedees of Junjeera shall, on no pretence, hereafter issue out 
their passes to the shipping and people of Anglia. 

Article XII. 

That after Colaba is taken, with its dependencies, if it should be attacked 
bv the enemy* the charges of the forces that shall be left for its defence shall 
be equally defrayed by both Governments. 

Article XIII. 

That after the ratification of these Articles, by which the league is adjust¬ 
ed, we are immediately to put them in execution. v 
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This lOtA day of the. month of liujuh , ami the With year* of His Majesty's reign, 
and 114G of the Law (or a. 1). the (ith December 1733 ). 



Mbmohandvm: —The above Treaty was ratified by the Governor 
iu Council of Bombay on the 11th December 1733. 



The following separate Engagement between the Governtyents of Bombay and 
Junjeera of Rajapooree was agreeit to and signed at the same time as the 
foregoing General Treaty of Alliance :— • • 

In equipping a fleet to chastise and destroy the enemy Angria, the Govern¬ 
ment of Bombay have expended two lakhs of rupees; that the same be effectu¬ 
ally represented to Court, and the King's order obtained upon the Governor of 
Surat, for the payment of three lakhs of rupees on account of the Tunkha of 
the fleet and forts, which order we oblige ourselves to deliver to the Go¬ 
vernment of Bombay. In which order it shall be expressed that the said 
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money shall be paid out of the Treasury of Surat to the Government of 
Bombay', and after the said three lakhs of rupees are received from the Surat 
Government, they shall take to themsejges two lakhs of rupees, and one shall 
be given to. the Seedce of Junjeera. A, 

This 11 tit of the month Rujub, in the 1 Qth year of His Majesty’s reign, or A. d. 
the 7t/\ of December 1733t , * 



/Scedec 

l Hahtnft ^ 9 
\ Bed* 


Seedee 

Yakoot 

Khan’s 

Seal. 




(Signed) Koniiirr Cowan. 


llon’ble 
East India 
Company’s 
Seal. 






ROUGH NOTES 


CONNECTED WITH 

THE PETTY ESTATE OF JOWAll, 

IN THE TANNA COLLECTOIIATE. 


MR. SAV1LLE MARRIOTT, 

coLiascrim in tub northern konkun. 

AND BY • 

MR. R. H. SHOWELL, 

DlirUTY COLLECTOR AND MAGISTRATE OX TANNA. 


Submitted to Government in January 1823 and June 1854. 
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From 8. Marriott, Esq., Collector of the Northern Konkun, 

To the Honorable Mountstuart Elpiunstone, Governor of Bombay. 

Political Department. Dated the 2nd January 1823. 

u 

IIonoraijlk Sir, — I have the honour to submit an account of my proceed¬ 
ings since the receipt of the instructions from Government to ascertain the 
natural guardian of the infant Raja of Jowar, and to put that guardian in pos¬ 
session of the tfovernment and his Petty State, with mch arrangements as 
might be necessary to secure efficiency; as also to take proper measures to 
repress any disdtders that might exist, and to call on the troops at Bhewndy 
if required. , Before, however, commencing upon the detail of my proceedings, 
it may perhaps be desirable that I should, in elucidation of the subject under 
consideration, offer a few summary observations on the state of Jowar, par¬ 
ticularly as they may possibly be useful as a record on some future occasion. 

The establishment of this Petty State appears to have been effected in much 
the same manner as that in which the Muratlia Empire itself was founded, 
namely by means, in the first instance, of successful predatory acts. Jayab 
Mookney, of the.Kolec caste, commenced his career by gradually collecting a 
band of armed followers in the strong country about Jowar, who, with himself, 
were subsisted by the contributions which they levied on the villages, and 
from travellers, and by occasional open freebooting. His success increasing, 
his son, Nem Shah, upon his father’s death, found himself in possession of seve¬ 
ral districts, and it would appear that the advantages ^iich Jayab had gained 
were so great, and his son so well established in them, that the Court of Delhi 
deemed it expedient by a Firman to recognise the title yf Raja in the person 
of Nem 8hah, over that part of the" country in which his father, or himself, 
had established their authority. This event took place four hundred and 
eighty-one years ago,* and forms the era on which the public transactions are 
dated. 

The present *Jowar family are descendants, either by lineage or adoption, of 
the original founder of the State. 

From the above date until about a. d. 1758 the Raja possessed, with the 


* About a. u. 1341. 
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exception of that part which was immediately on the coast, almost the whole 
of the country which lies between the Sahyadree Ghats and the sea, from the 
latitude of the northern boundary of the island of Basscin to the river of 
Damaun. He also held some districts as far south as Bhewiyly, though 
further inland than that place. He had ten forts in his possession, and 
held the Foujdaree pf Bhewndy. His annual established revenue was 
Us. 1,00,000; but besides this, it is stated that the contributions Vliich he 
levied on the villages not immediately within his own districts, from travellers, 
and merchants, amounted to Us. 2,50,000 more, so tluft altogether the Baja 
possessed an annual revenue of about Its. 3,50,000. • 

Previous to a. d. 1760, quarrels had arisen between the Murathas and 
the Jowar Itaja, and were continued until the latter was gradually deprived by 
the former of far the greater part of his territory, when, about the year 1782, 
Mahadoo Narayen Pesliwa imposed an arrangement upon the ltuja by which 
he was allowed to retain territory to the annual value of from Its. 15,000 
to Us. 20,000 only. 

From this time the province fell into almost entire insignificance, 
though the inhabitants of the neighbouring districts, and especially of those 
which were taken possession of by the Murathas, still retained a dread of the 
predatory disposition of the Kolees, who, until the establishment of the British 
Government by the Treaty of Poona,* still continued occasionally to commit 
partial depredations on the villages, and on travellers. These circumstances 
will account for the comparatively low state of cultivation in the whole of 
the above districts, both British and those belonging to the Uaja, as also 
for the comparatively light assessment of public revenue which it was found 
necessary to impose, to ensure any cultivation at all. Great pant of the 
country in Jowar is, however, capable of a very high degree of cultivation, 
having a fine, deep, and rich soil, though but little of it is .now made use of 
except for pasture, or jungle lands. The cattle, however, arc remarkably 
fine. By far the majority of the population is composed of Kolees, and other 
jungle tribes, and most of them arc armed with bows and arrows* spears, or 
matchlocks. The only approach to anything bearing the name of a fortified 
place which the Uaja raw possesses is a wretched sort of a Ghurce at Jowar. 

Puttung Shah, the paternal grandfather of the present Uaja, who also bears 
his name, died about the year 1792, leaving three sons, Vikram Shah, Es- 
wunt Xiao,and Mahadoo Rao. # A posthumous son was born to Vikram Hhuh, 
who left also a daughter, the mother’s name being Sugoonabaee. * Eswunt 
Uao died in 1817, leaving a young son, named Tookaram, whose mother’s name 
is llumabace alias Saveetree, whose alliance with Eswunt Uao was not cele¬ 
brated, it is stated, with that degree of prescribed form Which Would, according 
to the custom of the country, amount to marriage, or render the offspring eligible 
to succeed his father in any part of the Government. This I mention because 


* Dated the 14th May 1804. 
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his father, Eswunt Rap, having for some time had the management of the 
Purguna Gunjar, the mother, Saveetree, on the part of her son, put in her 
claim during the confusion which was produced by the death of Vikram Shah 
and his two ( brothers, to the management of that Purguna. 

Mahadoo Rao died in 1819, leaving a young son and daughter, the former 
named Purtap Rao, whose pother’s name is Luximee. She likewise made a 
demand on fhe part of her son to the management of the Gunjar Purguna,—on 
the ground, first, of her husband, Mahadoo Rao, having for some time had it 
under his charge; and secondly, that the illegitimacy of Tookaram, if admitted, 1 
woujd Occasion the transfer of the management of Gunjar Purguna to Purtap 
Rao, the son of Mahadoo Rao. 

Dewba Rao Mookney was a notorious freebooting Sirdar whilst the Muratha 
Government existed, and since that period he appears to have been urging 
the several disputants in Jowar to intrigue and disturbance, with the object 
of establishing his own authority during the feuds ; but 1 could not find in 
any way, or even by his own admission, that he has any pretension whatever 
to any provision from the Jowar State,* although a pension has been settled 
upon him, as will hereafter be noticed. 

Dhondee, a purchased concubine of Eswunt Rao, the last claimant; 
her just right being to nothing more than a suitable provision from the Raja’s 
revenue. . 

Having now sketched the claims of the different parties in the late dissen¬ 
sions, I shall proceed to inform your excellency with the manner in which 
l have put a stop to them, and adopted such an arrangement as will, I hope, 
prevent future disturbance. 

The right of the British Government to exercise its undoubted legal autho¬ 
rity in not only suppressing any violent disorders in the Petty State of Jowar, 
but also in interfering to impose such arrangements as have for their object 
the prevention of feuds likely to lead to disturbance in the British districts, 
is not more clear than is the necessity for doing so when such occasions occur; 
and that necessity seems particularly apparent in the present day, when there 
are so many idlers about the country, ready to join any band that has a 
prospect of gaining by plunder. 41 

To carry these sentiments into practice, I thought it right to proceed myself 
to Jowar, and, as it seemed to be an object of great consideration to impress 
the people in the strongest manner with the conviction that any attempt at 
disturbance would immediately be resisted and effectually put down by the 
British Government, I requested Major Morse, commanding in the Northern 
Konkun, to furnish a detachment of troops to accompany me, consisting of 
one hundred men. ; 

I purposed to proceed direct to the village of Jowar, where the Raja resides, 
and intimated my intention to the Ranee, his mother; who in reply wished me 
to postpone my visit for one month, to enable her to make suitable prepara* 
tions, particularly in consequence of the greater part of the place having a few 














18 


JOWAR ESTATE. 


A * 

but ill afford to pay the Nazar,* though I understand it is Its. 1,000 only, to 
which the Honorable Company have an undoubted right in their capacity of 
sovereign, on the occasion of the investiture. The relinquishment of this tri¬ 
bute in the present instance being fully understood to be purely an act of grace 
only, I apprehend that the, circumstance cannot by the most distorted con¬ 
struction affect the right on any futu'.e occasion; whilst giving it up at the 
present moment will probably tend to do away the idea, though it is now a 
faint one only, which went abroad, that it was the intention of the British 
Govetnment to take possession of the Jowar territory, and to pension the 
family of the Raja. If, however, it should be thought necessary that the 
Nuzur should be paid, the receiving of it might perhaps be, postponed, with 
advantage, until the young Raja himself becomes capable of assuming the 
management of his affairs. 

Tt is necessary that 1 should state the reasons by which I was actuated 
in leaving the military party at Jowar, as noticed in Article VIII. of the 
accompanying paper. Those weie to obviate the necessity of the Raja in¬ 
creasing tite burdens already on his limited levcuue, by augmenting his 
Sebund?c establishment, which would meiely be co' 1 -ting a rabble, who in 
the end would most probably be compelled to plum a foi tlieir livelihood. 
Another motive was, that the disaffected should be kept in awe by this indi¬ 
cation of the intention of Government to preserve the peace of the districts, 
and to support the authoiity of the Raja in the poison of Ins natural guatdian, 
his mother. 

I ant.not aware that it is ncccssaiy foi me to trouble you lurther than to 
request your perusal of the accompanying translation of a memorandum of the 
settlement which l have made, in virtue of (he authority which you weie 
pleased to entiust to me, and which l hope has been used in such a manner 
as will prevent fuithci distinbances, and meet with vour excellency's appio- 
bation. 1*cannot, how ev or, conclude this letter* w ithout e\pi easing the sense 
which I entoitnin of the kindness of Captain Wood, and the detachment 
under his command, in meeting my utmost wishes in every respect upon the 
occasion of our visit to Jowar. , 

######*#* 

i 


4 




Tanna, 2nd January 1823. 


1 have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Saville Marriott. 


* Mr. Mamott’s arrai%emaits were entirely approved by Government, on the 22nd 
February 1828. * 
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; v MJ5M01l*NDUM REFERRED TO IN T1IE PRECEDING IbBtVEB, 

, < , 3DATBI> THE ItiTH- DECKMBBtt I$23. * 

I.—Being in camp at Mouji? Koorun, on the 13th December 1822, a proelft* 4 
mation wan issued to the inhabitants, astating tha? the Honorable Qompany 
lias confirmed Puttung Shall, Raja of Jo war, on the throne of hi** ancestors; 
•and that Puttung Shah Raja's mother, Sugoonabaee llaaoe, is charged with 
the due administration of the Suwusthan ‘until the said Puttung Shah, shall 
be peisonally qualified to undertake it; and that all the mbabitontf We 
enjoined to obey the orders of Stfgoonabaeo Ranee. This proclamation being 
* publicly notified at the Diubar Kueherce at my head quaitera, the investi¬ 
ture was duly confeired. 

H.—Sugoonabaee Ranee will conduct the affairs of the Jowar Government 
in behalf of the Raja, but should any violent piocewlings § be resulted to by 
any pet son in the Suwusthan Jowat, including the Piuguua Ganjar, as^ist¬ 
ance will, if necesbaty, be tendered bv the British Government to quell such 
•acts. - ‘ 

HI.—Tlie claims of the diffeient blanches of the Jowar family, and their 
connections with that State, having had matute consideration, as well as the 
i evenueb derivable fi ota the Suwusthan Jowar, nu hiding G unjai? it has been 
detenu mod to allot specific payments hom the joint revenue of these disbuds 
to the membeis ot that family, in the older and piopoiturns as follow —• 

To Ln vrmeebaee and hoi st*n Puit.ip Rao, jymtly, per annum .. Its 1,500 

To Savitieebaei * alias Runiabatc, and lici soil Tookaiatn, 


jointly, pci annum ... 500 

To Dhondce, pet annum...... 200 

To Deuba Kao Mookuey Rajkoovei, pei annum. 200 


' Total.Rs 2,400 

Making together Rs. 2,400; and Sugoonabaee should peftvonally satisfy 
herwM that the full ainount as specified above is made to each poison 
respectively. 

IV. —The revenue of the Suwusthan of Jowar being small, and the dissen¬ 
sions m the fiunily having caused the full exjienditure of it in maintaining; 
troops, having had its full weight of contudeiation, it will be recommended to 
the Honorable the Governor in Council of Bombay in this instance to waive the 
British Government’s right of demanding and receiving a Nuzur on tho present 

.Weartiture Of Puttung Shah Raja to the Gadee of his ancestor a, but the power 
o# remitting it rests with that authority.* 

V. ! —Independently of the differences that existed in regard to t]te Purguna 
GttnjaT, tffere are borne petty quarrels in the family of the Suwustht^ to which 

Payment of Kawnu wsa on thia occaanm excused by Gov tnunent. 
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Sugoonabae^ Ranee should give doe attention, and settle them amicably' be-, 
tween the several parties. If this is not effected mutually, the character 
Smvusthan will be lowered, and my intentions go unfulfilled. The 
members should always be friendly together, that no disturbance may & 

VI. —Dewba Ran Mookney Rajkoover should avoid for the fature hfe 
tious and other illegal aCts of conduct. JTo effect this object, Sugoonajiaee R^ee" 
should keOjp a watchful eye over his acts, and if he resorts to illegal measures 
itt the Suwusthan Jcjwar, he is to be immediately imprisoned there, or receive^ 
such pther punishment as the laws of the country direct; or should ha cbme 
within my jurisdiction, the Korrfavisdar of the district in which he toay be is to 
be written to, who will give every assistance to secure him. To this end separate 
orders will be addressed to the Komavisdars of Soobhas in my jurisdiction. 
Moreover, the said Dewba Rao having been, under date the 14th of the present 
month, allowed an annual sum of Its. 200, payable by the Suwusthan, which is 
considered sufficient for his subsistence, he was verbally dnectcd to discharge 
the armed men he raised, with the exception of two, whom he was allowed to 
retain, within five days from the above date. Whether oi not this older is con¬ 
formed to by the Mookney, Sugoonabuee Ranee is to »take heiself personally 
satisfied with. 

VII. —Sugoonabaee Ranee will peisonally exert heiself to the maintenance 
of the peace and welfaie of the terntoiy undei the Suwusthan, and will look 
to the bringing land into cultivation, as its appealance seerffe to indicate 
great fertility. 

VIII. —For the present a Subedar and a party of sepoys aie sent to Jowai, 
with the view to preserve the Raja and the Suwusthan. This paity will remain 
at that station two or three months, or until I am satisfied that Sugoonabaee 
Ranee can by her own autkouty and means fully execute the chaigc which 
has devolved upon her in behalf of her son, Puttung Shah Raja. The above 
Subedar, Luximun Manay, and his party, have been instructed by Captain 
Wood as to the manner of then conduct. A copy of these insti actions I sent 
yOtt sepal ately e ; by »tlus you will be satisfied of the desue which the British 
Government feels foi the prospeuty of the Jowai Suwusthan. 


ROUGH NOTES BY MU.’R. H. 8HOWELL. 

m 

June's account of this Estate up to the year 1828, which is concise and 
accuiate, is as follows 

“ The Raja of Juwar, Puttung Shah, is of the Kolee tribe. Ho was invest¬ 
ed with the chiefship in Decembei 1822, by the British' 5 Government; 
being a minor, the conduct of affiurs was entrusted to his mother, 
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J 0& to*ritory is a mountainous tract, situated below 1*0 fjM*yod«# 

t |MgL north-east of Tanna, containing many fertile valleys; but » 

neglected. The population is composed of predatory Kobe and other * 
jppjgjfe-frtbes, who are mostly armed with bows and arrows, spear# dr match* 
Mookney, the founder of this petty State, established himself itjr 
jhd Sbong country about lower nearly five hund&d >&ara ago, and lubsistod 
by frecbooting. He was succeeded by liis son, Nem Shah, on*whom the 
^Emperor of Delhi, by imperial Firman, conferred the title of Raja. In a* n. 
175S the Raja possessed the whole of the country which lies immediately be- 
iow the Sahyadree Range from the latitude of Bassein to the Damim-ganga. 
He then had ten forts, and held also the Foujdaree of Bheymdy Hut fend 
revenue was rated at 11%. 1,00,000, but the exactions from travellers and 
merchants amounted to about Rs* 2,50,000 mote, making his total revenue 
R$< 3,50,000- Ptevious to 1760, quarrels had amen with foe Poona State, 
which subsequently to tins date assumed a tight of interference m the family 
feuds. In 1766, Puttnng Shah, the giandfathcr of the piesent Raja, had 
been adopted by the widow of his ptcdecessor, and established upon tlie 
Gadec by the help of the Peshwa, by whose encioachmcnts the Estate was 
reduced, about this time, to its piesent limits, yielding a levenuo of Rs. 15,000 
or Its. 20,000, but burdened with a fixed tubute of Rs. 1,000 per annum, 
and a Nuzur on the investiture of every new Raja. The .fowar and Gunjar 
districts prod dee a good deal of timbci. The Raja is within the junsdiciiuu 
of the Collector of Tanna.” 

Puttnng Shah is still* Chief of this State • 

The revenues liaje within the last twenty /eats been still more eonsideiably* 
reduced, from the effects of the abolition of the transit and othei duties by the 
British Government. 

Notifoute is levied fiom the Raja by our Government,—tin Nuzur was remit¬ 
ted on Puttung Shah’s succession: the nght to it was, however, leserved. 

The Chief is •independent in his own State, and the mtei faience of the 
British Government is exercised only when called foi by disputes in the 
reigning family, or internal disturbance. • All intercourse is conducted through 
the Collector and Magfetiate of Tanna, and is not dissnnilai in its chat actor 
to that kept up with the Ilubshee. 

Jlo British Agent of any description lesidcs at Jowar 


* A..D. 1854 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION REGARDING Tftg 

JOWAR ESTATE, 


Kamo, Title, and Age of 
Chief. i 


Venal Place of Residence. 


III.- 


B*Y MR. R. H. SHOWKLL. , 

r o 

J.—Puttung Shah Vikrum Shah Raja; agetl 
thirty-four years. c 

Il.-rJowar, and for the last four or (five years 
occasionally at Mnlwadeh, by a river, on account* 
of its greater salubrity. 

None. The heir to the Gadec is stated to be Narayen Rao, the son of 
* Puvtap Rao, the Raja's paternal uncle’s son, now 
Legitimate Male Istue. deceased, who 1 is only five y ears old. 

The only surviving Ranee of three the Raja has had, named Ootnaee; two 

Kuibhurees, *vu. Gunputiao Treelochund Dewan, 
bouTt” 0 ^ ^ Cr,0BS ° f tl>C aged thuty-eight years; and Aimundiao Krusht 

Prudhan, aged thirty-six year 

Whether Tributary or not. IV.—N< >t tri butaiy. 

Eitiin«ted,yro*si Annual V,—Xts. 2.0,900. 

lleicuuc. ^ 

VI. —The boundaries are of aveiy irregular and zig/ag character; the 

Boundaries of Territory, tenitory occupies a position between 19° 43' and 20° 
and estimated ’Area in f/ N. Jut., and between 73° 1(/ and 73° 3.0' E. long., 
Square Miles. extending in its greatest length .from north-cast to 

south-west; and hounded on the north-west by the Sunjiui Talooka, on the 
south-west by the Mahini Talooka, and on the north-east and south-east by 
thq Kolwan Talooka. The area may be estimated at three hundred square miles. 

VII. —The country is generally mountainous, und rocky,"with numerous 

Prevmling.Natuie of the riu ‘ ,f, > llullas > and extensive jungles'. Towards the 
Soil, and gencraKPeatures south and west? the country is to a limited extent 
of the Country. loci. * 

VIII. —Irrigation there is none, of any description. The agricultural 

resources consist of rice, naglee, wurce, ooreed, and 
khoorasnee ; the first item to a very limited extent, 
and the rest in abundance. Tire people are mostly, 

cultivators ; some also deal largely in trade in timber of various kinds, with 
which the country is well supplied. 

IX. —The rputes from the country above the Sahyadree Range .are by 

. Stout..,Approwltn.ami *** ? the ChinchotraatHlGondi.GUaSa. orpwwk,' 
Mesas of Communication which are passable for bullocks and horses. Tfcb 
b> l*ml ami Water. coast in the direction of Mahim and Oombergaum is 

approachable as the nearest way through the Jowar tertHfery, and the road 
is rugged and lifey. TrafKc from the Ghundria Ghat passes to Basseia and* 


Natural and Industrial 
Resources. 
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Tnbcs, and Castes. 


tstww«iy turougtt this territory, and is carried On by bullocks ami Horses. At 
, a Kikft or station at the Jowar village of Kindsay, a tqjl of one Dhubbo pice. 
(ili value about four or five pics) per animal is levied. 

—The climate is somewhat variable in character: from August and f 

Climate September to ‘tire middle and end of December the 

\ • humidity is rayre or lessgfeat; a gradual change then 

ensues, until February and March; after which the hot season s6ts*in with 
^considerable intensity. The water is good, but the sujjply fails as the hot ' 
season advances, except in the southern Mahal of Dhesjec, where.it is 
abundant at an times. * • 

There ig no record of the range of the thermometer. 

XI.—The measurement cannot be specified, but is generally ample for the 

Average Fall of Rain P ur P 0SeS of t1ic country ; and a failure seldom occurs, 
™ and is then only partial. 

Estimated Population. XII.—About 8,000. 

_ . XIII.—11 mdoo generally, and to a limited extent 

Religion. i. T . , 

R .Mahomcdau. 

Language. MuratliCfe, in a partially corrupt form. 

Kolces, Thakoors, Warices, Katkurces, KoonlH*es, 

Tnbc9, and Castes. Bunins and Musulmans ; the four fovnugr being 

* what me usually termed “ Wild Tribes.” 

XIV.— Civil Justice. —No teeords of complaints arc kept. In matters of . 

Brief notice of the Mode dobts ’ t,ie l ,artics arc br0 % rht U P» and »» oi ’ the * 

of Administering Civil gnd claim being disputed, but nevertheless appearing to 

Criminal Justice. Jx> just, the debtor is warned to pay the demand. In 

case of refusal, coercion is seldom reported to, though occasionally imprison¬ 
ment follows; and when this has the effect of inducing the debtor to pay the 
debt, the State takes a share, at discretion, and makes over the balance to the 
creditor. In the event of the debtor being contumacious, and a man of sub¬ 
stance, recourse is had to attachment of his property, &<*. , • 

Criminal Justice. —(Joses of a trivial nature, such as abuse, assault, petty 
theft, and adultery, are visited with fines, which arc levied by the subordi¬ 
nate District Officers. If an appeal is made personally to the Rajn, he 
summons the parties before him, and investigates the ease. No records are 
kept, nor is there any prescribed scale of jurisdiction. Cases of adultery are , 
usually settled by the imposition of*a lump fine ou the two person* concerffed, 
ranging from Ra. 35 to Rs. 100; and, iu default of payment, the* fi male is 
retained for the purposes of the Raja, and the man is also kept by him as a ' 
servant. In the event of a man or woman being convicted of witchcraft, they * 
are fined according to their circumstances, and, failing in the payment 
thereof, their noses and tongues are sometimes cut off. In regard to the 
* serious crimes of murder, and gang and other serious robberies, Written depo- 
. sites and defences are taken by the Raja himself: but it*slJoes not appear 



24 


JOWAR ESTATE. 


that any othci wntten records aie k( pt. Punishments arc inflicted according 
%o the diseie tion of the Chief, and aie not regulated by any established mles 
oi xgiiJ itions No pei son is k quit id to assist in the tnal of «tuch case»i 
although the Dewan and Prudhan, if piesent, may be consulted 

XV —Oflendus be mg in good cue umsf mi es «ue fined, 01 , like oth< is, are 

NuuK<of,Pun»b.n<n» . . "’‘P"'" 1 l>™.shmfnt, winch 

is inflic t< d with a It atbe r whip, 01 a swite h Confine¬ 
ment in I lie steaks u pi utised, as also the exaction of haid laboui in iions^ 
the S* ite fuinishmg subsistence The duiation of inqnisonimn^s at the sole 
disc h turn of 1 he ltd) i * 

\\ 1 —None exist 

\yn — Not in opeiation Native in k illation pie- 
vails, and is not iiiteiteiecl with 1>\ the stile 
Will —I me i anel ague 


Eelue itiun i' Muismes 
\ lee in ition 
I’m elt lit Disi ises 


















ROUGH NOTES 


CONNECTED WITH 


THE SUCHEEN ESTATE. 

' IN THE SURAT COLLECTORATE. 
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Thk Nuwab of Suchcen is by descent a IJubshce, or Abyssinian. When 
his ancestors first came to India is doubtful, but they were long known on the 
Western Coast of India, under the designation of the Seedees of Dunda Ra- 
jupoor and Junjcem, as the admirals of the fleets of the Kings of Ahmednug- 
gur and Beejnpoor, in the Deccan, whilst those dynasties lasted, and subse¬ 
quently of the Mogul Emperors, to which office they were appointed by 
Aurungzeeb about the year KifiO, with an annual assig nient of three lakhs of 
rupees on the Surat revenues for their maintenance.' 

On>4he decline of the Mogul Empire, they became notorious pirates, plun¬ 
dering the ships of all nations, with the exception of the English, whose friend¬ 
ship they appear to have early cultivated ;—so much so, that in the articles of 
the Agreement which was entered into with Scoram Punt Tattia, on behalf of 
the Peshwa, in 1761, it is particularly stipulated that the whole jurisdiction 
and‘territories of Raja poor shall be restored to the Seedees of Junjeera in’the 
same condition and manner as they were before they had been invaded, and 
that the country should not be molested in future by any of the Muratha offi¬ 
cers or subjects. From that time till 17H4, the Seedees maintained their inde¬ 
pendence, through the protection afforded them by the Bombay Government, 
against the power of the Peshwas, who had always evinced a desire to possess 
themselves of their territories when an opportunity offered. In that year, on 
the death of Seedee Abdool Kuhim, the chief authority in the State was 
usurped by Sendee Johur, one of his dependents, to the cxclusidh of his eldest 
son,' Abdool Kureem Yakoot Khan, commonly called Baloo Meeah, who 
^thereupon fled to Poona, where he resided for some years under the protection 
of Sir“Cliarles Male!, then British Resident at the Court of the Peshwa. 
The opportunity thus afforded of improving the friendship of the Murathas, by 
breaking off their connection with the Seedees, was not lost sight of by Lord 
Cornwallis ; and negotiations were set on foot with the view of obtaining for 
Baloo Meeah a territory of equal value in some other part of the country, on 
condition of his resigning his rights in Rajapoor in favour of the Peshwa. 

Baloo Meeah readily entered into these views, and having formally resigned 
his claims to the inheritance of his ancestors, a Treaty was concluded betweeri 


.«e> 



SUCHEEN ESTATE, 



* { x \ 

the Peshwa end Sir Charles on the part of the English, bearing date 6th June 
1791, by which the former agreed to cede in perpetuity to Btdoo Meeah a 
territory in Guzerat, and the latter to abstain from affording the reigning 
Seedees any assistance should the Murathas attempt to conquer their terri¬ 
tories. An engagement was concluded at the same^time with Abdool Kurecm,, 
dated lotls Shaban, x.*a. 1205, by whteh ho promised to abide by the terms' 
that had been entered into by the contracting parties. Baloo Meeah soott 1 
afterwards set out to take possession of his new Government. The territory 
which was made over to him was the Satragaum Purguna, consisting, of 
seventeen detached villages, in the neighbourhood of Smut, which was then 
estimated to yield a net annual revenue of IIs. 75,000, lie arrived at Surat, 
and after a short residence proceeded to Sueheen, in his own territory, 
which he had fixed upon as the seat of his Government. The title*of Nuwab 
he subsequently obtained on application, and the payment of a Nuzurana, 
from the Court of Delhi, and thus became Nuwab of Sueheen. ile aftei wards 
changed his residence to Lachpoor, another village in his territory, situated on 
the river of that name. 

Baloo Meeah died on the 9th Jnlv lft02, and was succeeded l>v hi* son 
Ibrahim Mahomed Yakooi Khan, who died on the 25th March 1853, and was 
succeeded by his eldest son Seedee Abdool Kurecm Klmn, the present Nuwab, 
who is now living at Lachpoor in very reduced circumstance**,'the result 
of his forefathers’ extravagance*. The whole of Ids villages, with the exception 
of Sueheen and Lachpoor, were in 1835 taken under Government management, 
with a view to the liquidation of his debts, the last Nuwab having solicited the 
interference of Government to this end. Un<W these arrangements the reve¬ 
nues of the sequestrated villages are managed by the Collector, a sum of 
Rs. 26,000 per annum, including the revenue of the two reserved to him, being 
secured to the Nuwab, and the remainder paid in instalments lo his creditors. 
In this manner Rs. 5,83,873 have been paid, leaving a balance still to be 
liquidated of 11s.*7,81,235. # 

The late Nuwab left a very large family, forming a body of needy hangers- 
on, dependent for theii support upon flu. present Nuwub, who has also children 
of his own, sons anil daughters. The administiation of justice, civil and cri¬ 
minal, in the sequestrated villages, is in the hands of the British Government. 

The net revenue of the sequestrated villages for last year was Ils. 52,23-4-4-0, 
and the two reserved to hinf arc estimated to produce on an a*e»age 
Rs, 0,702-4-Q per annum. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONNECTED WITH THE 

SUCHEEN ESTATE. 


I.—Nuwab Seedee Abdool Kurecm Mahomed 
Name, Title, and Age of Y u toot Khan Saheb Mooba^uroot Dowla NooSrut, 
* * ' Jung Bahadoor; fifty-two years old. * 

Usual Place of Residence. II.—Lachpoor. 

r III.—Seedee Ibrahim Khan alias Buroo Meeahf 

frames and Aces of Le- twenty-one years old, eldest son ; Seedee Abdool 

Kl?e ft Prmi PeJaoJof Gunee alw * Mu J lo ° Meeah » nineteen years old, se- 

thc Court. cond son; Seedee Abdool Rahim alia* Chotoo 

Meeah, twelve years old, youngest son. 

Whether Tributary or 

not, if ao, to whom, and IV.— Not tributary 

Annual Amount of Tribute. 

Estimated Gross Annual V.—The average gross revenue per annum is 

Revenue. Its. 83,000. 

VI.—The villages belonging to this Government are * ittered, and they 

Boundaries of Territory, a,(i severally surrounded by B.,ush and Gaekwar 
and estimated Area m temtory, so that the boundaries and area of the 
Square MOT. State cannot be defined. 


Prevailing Nature of the 
Sod, usual Means of liti¬ 
gation, aud general Fea¬ 
tures of the Gouutiy. 


Natural and Industrial 
Resources. * 


VII. —The soil is m some places black, and in 
others Gorat. The ungation is dependent upon 
tanks ^nd wells, and the populace chiefly maintain 
themselves by cultivation. • 

VIII. —Mango, tamaiind, dates, babool, plantain, 
sugar, rice, jowaree, bajree, cotton, moog, toor, Ac. 
No manufactures. 


Hooka. Approaba, art IX — AU tho ™«P‘ Do™*, which stands 

Means of Communication on the sea coast, and Lachpoor, situated on the liver 
by Land and Wtoer. Meendola, near its mouth,are approached only by land. 

Climate, and Average X.—The climate is favourable, and the Average 

Range of Thennometir. range of thermometer is from 80° to 90°. ‘ 


Average Annual Fall of 
Rain. . 

Estimated Population. 


XI. —The average annual fall of rain cannot be 
stated; the average fall at Surat probably closely 
appioximates to it. 

XII. —The population is estimated at thirteen 
thousand souls. 


XIII.—Hihdoo, Mahomedan, and Parece, are the prevalent religions. The 
ii t - ,r . languages chiefly spoken are the GttzeratW and 
id Musulmanee. The chief castes inhabiting the 


country arc Brahmins, Bathelas, Rajpoots, Kolees, 
Dhairao, Ac. The tribes are Hindoos Paisees, and Musulmans. 
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i under Government 


XIV. —Civil and criminal justice, except 

BrWaotic,oftheM*U 6 f < l ue ^ ration ’ which »*wini«tewd aocdding to 
and Cmni- the Regulations, are managed according to the 
«*• Admini*- ancient Moglaee mode, by taking into consideration 
™ r - the depositions of die witnesses, and the docu¬ 
ments pregiuced in each case, t 1 

XV. —The punishments for criminal offences committed in the tillages un* 

Nature of PutushmenU ^er sequestration are awarded Recording to the Re¬ 
adied for Criminal Of- gulations. Sentence of imprisonment and ^se is 
^ enc *** passed for offences committed in the villages in*thc 

Nuwab’s possession. The crime of murder is punished by taking the life of 
the offender. 

XVI. —Education is provided for by Guzerathec 
schools, and'Parsee Muktubs. 

XVII.—Every assistance is rendered to the agents of the British Govem- 

__ , _ . . ment who visit this part of the country to vaccinate 

Pfogrea$ of Vaccination. • * 

the children. 

XVII. —The jieople suffer by cholera, and other 
Prevalent Diseases. such diseases; but there is no prevalent disease 

throughout the country. 


Educational Measures. 


SUCHEEN. 

Agreement between the Honorable East India Company and the 

Pesiiwa. 

Agreement between the Honorable United English East In of a Company and 
IZkPeshwa, Madhow Rao Narain Pundit Prudhan Bauadoor, settled 
by Mr. Charles Warrb Malet, Resident of the said Honorable United 
. East India Company at the Court of Poona, by virtue of the full powers 
delegated to him by the Right Honorable Charles, Earl Cornwallis, 
K.G., Governor General in Council, appointed by the Honorable , the 
Court of Directors of the said United Company to direct and controtall 
. , their Affairs in the East Indies relative to the Forts of Junjeera , Dundd^ 

Rajapoor, Consaw , and Mudgur, with their Dependencies, in the ^Country 
% °f Konhun, now in the possession of the Abyssinians, and of iBMch 

Abdool Kureem Khan, commonly styled BalooMebah, was Ileir,'m^i, 
.%• who kas by his own freewill and consent resigned by a written Instrutqcnl 
off claim thereto, agreeably to the following Articles :— :: < 

Article I, 

I, Seedee Abdool Kureem Khan, have by a written Instrument resigned to 
the Sirkar of Rao Pundit Prudhan Bahadoor, all claim to my ^hereditary 
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territory, with its forts, and alt effects, great and small, contained therein; the 
said Rao Pundit PrudhanBahadoor having on his part agreed to grant me, and 
my heirs for ever, free from all claim or incumbrance, and without reserve, 
a territory /under the denomination of Altumgha, in the province of Guzerat, 
on the sea coast, in one quarter, and as far as possible contiguous in its parts, 
yielding (i revenue (to be computed from the best collection of the collections 
of ten preceding years under the Poshwa Government) equal to the revenue 
of Junjeera, and its dependencies aforesaid, as colle< ted in the most productive* 
year ten years preceding the present. A portion of the said teriitoiy, 
producing the yearly revenue of seventy-five thousand rupees, is to be granted 
me Altumgha at present ; the remainder to be put in my possession in 
the same year. That the aforesaid forts and districts may fall into the posses¬ 
sion of the Sirkar of the said Pundit Piudhan, in which the condition of con¬ 
tiguity to the former grant is to be observed with all possible punctuality. 

Article II. 

1 agree to proceed, with my brother, 1 relations, and dependents, to reside on 
the tonitory previously granted to me, on which, and on that hereafter to be * 
granted, I agree not to construct any fort or place of gr ter strength than 
may be necessary for my protection against Grasias and freebooters. I 
engage to conduct myself peaceably and justly, to create no feuds or disturb¬ 
ances ; to join no enemy of the Honorable English East India Compauy, or 
of Rao Pundit Prudlian Bahadooi, nor to act hostilely towaid them. 

Article III. 

* » 

Tf Rao Pundit Prudhan Buhadoor permit any part of my abovementioned 
hereditary territory to remain in the possession of any Abyssinian, or other 
person, for the promotion of his own objects; or should he, after getting pos¬ 
session of the said territory, dispose of any part thereof, by gift or otherwise, 
no deduction is to be made on that account from my Altumgha, of which 
I am to be put in full possession on the cessation of hostilities between the 
Peshwa and the said districts of Junjeera, according to this agreement, on a 
calculate of the full produce of reienuc of the dependencies of Junjeera, as 
above mentioned. 

The said Secdec Abdool Kureem Klmn having by the foregoing three Articles 
relinquished all his hereditary titles and possessions to Rao Pundit Prudhan, 
and an engagement being thereby entered into between the parties, neither is 
to deviate therefrom ; and Rao Pundit Prudhan is at liberty to pursue such - 
modes, and ^t such times, as he may think proper, to get possession of the 
aforesaid forts und dependencies, that are at present in the hands of, other 
Abyssinians, to whom no assistance will be given by the Honorable Company. 
This being agreed to by the Sirkars of the Honorable Company and Rao 
Pundit Prudhan, written Instruments, executed by Rao Pundit Prudhan 
on the one* part, and Mr. Malet on the other, specifying the same, have been 
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exchanged ; (he said Mi. Malet having engaged to procure and deliver to 
Hao Pundit Prudhan Bahadoor a copy ratified by the Bight Houp table the 
Governor General in Council, on the delivery of which the Treaty executed 
by Mr. Malet shall be returned. 

Signed and Sealed in Poona , the 6th June 1791. 

* 

» 

(Signed) CjhahlesW.Mai.et, • * 

# Resident. 

Exchanged 12 th June 1791. 

(Signed) Charles W Malet. 

(Tine copy) 

(Signed) John Morris, 

• Secretary 



Translate of an Engagement entered into by Seeded Abdool 
Kvreem, usually called Balog I^ecaii, with the Honorable 
Company's Resident at Poona. 

Baloo Meeah'b Seal. 

I, Secdee Abdool Kureem Khan, do lieieby engage that I will faithfully 
abide by the Agremenl into which 1 have entcicd with Hao Pundit Piudhan, 
through the mediation of Mi. Chailes Wane Malet, the Honorable Company's 
Resident at Poona, vested with full powers for that purpose, and that I will 
in no shape whatever estiange myself from, or act inimically to, the Honorable 
Company. In testimony of which, I have executed this Instiument os a 
peimanent proof thereof. 

(True translate) 

’ (Signed) JonN W. Lankheet, 

Political Assistant at Poona. 


Dated 15 th Shaban , 1205 Utjree. 




liOUGII notks 
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THE DII Dll DM POOR ESTATE, 
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The Raja of Dhurumpoor is by descent a Ilajpoot, though now almost 
reduced to the condition of a Jihad Chief, lie is said to be of the Rhatore 
tribe, but without being able to adduce any proof of his genealogy. It is 
wholly unknown when and under what circumstances his ancestors first settled 
in this part of India. The territory which is now in possession of the Raja is 
generally known as the Prant or province of Ramnuggur. It contains 
extensive teak forests, and other tracts of jungly country, interspersed w r ith 
villages, for the most part lying between the southern parts of the Surat Zilla 
and the range of Chats leading to Khandesh. Th» nhabitants are an unwar¬ 
like and degenerate race, but used nevertheless freqiently.to resort formerly to 
plunder and depredation in the neighbouring States. The revenues are esti¬ 
mated at something more than Its. 1,00,000 per annum, no portion of which is 
payable to the British Government. It however possesses the right to levy 
the Choulh or share in the land customs and transit duties, imposed by the 
Murathas when they brought the country under subjection, which w'as 
ceded to the Company hy the Treaty of Basscin. According to the Schedule 
of that Treaty, the Chuulh is estimated at Rs. 0,000 per annum ; but it does 
not yield so large a sum. The realizations last year by the sale of the farm 
amounted to Rs. (>,(>02* This is levied hy the customs department. In 1831 
the present Raja, Wujchdeojee Roopdcojec, became greatly involved in debt, 
owing to Ins reckless expenditure, and the great mismanagement of his affairs. 
The peace of the country was threatened by the clamorous demands of his 
creditors through an Aral) Jemadar, who had become security for the liquida¬ 
tion of their claims. The Raja inconsequence applied to the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment for assistance, which led to an arrangement with his creditors, by which 
—they were bound to pay him a fixed annual sum for his maintenance, and many 
of his villages vyere mortgaged to them under a Government / guarantee for his 
non-interference, for the satisfaction of their claims, which, it is calculated, 
will not take place for a further period of about twm years, unless the Raja takes 
up sums elsewhere for their liquidation, as he has before done. In the mean 
time the Raja has left his Raj for long intervals together, staying for several 
years at Surat, leading a loose and dissolute life, and at last quitting it and 
returning to his kingdom to avoid the execution of process issued against him 
in the Civil Courts. Iiis affairs in his absence are left to be administered by 
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his son Raradeojee, who is about thirty-five years of age. The Raja has since 
April 1853 been residing at Baroda, deaf to all remonstrances on the part of 
the Agent, and to the repeated advice he has since been offered, to return to 
his own kingdom. In December 1853 he made an application to the British 
Government to assist him in raising a loan of 11s. 3,25,000 at Baroda, which 
has been since negatived. The Raja is about fifty-two years of age.* 


MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONNECTED WITH Tilt 

DIIUIIUMPOOR ESTATE. 


Name, Title, and Age of 
Chief. 


I.—Maharana *Shrce Wujehdeojce Roopdcojee 
liana, Raja of the Solar race, about fifty-two years old. 
Usual Place of Residence. II.— In the town of Dhurumpoor, in Ramnuggur. 

III. —Ramdeojec, the only son, about thirty-five years old ; and grandson 

Narundeojce,• about thirteen years old; Vukcel 

gitStc 8 Mnlc A fiue, f Ind Methnram Dayaram, about sixty-four years old; 
of the Principal Persons of Bhaee Dajoeba, about forty years old ; and Sukharnm 
the Court. and Alnjdiaee, heirs of the late Karbharees, about 

fifty and forty years- of age respectively. 

IV. —A fourth share of the customs and excise levied is paid to the 

British Government as tribute. This Clioutli is 
collected by Government servants, and amounts 
to from six to scvor thousand rupees. 

V.—The estimated gross annual revenue opiounta 
to from seventy-five to ninety thousand rupees. 

The country is twenty-four kos long from north to south, and fifteen 
from cast to west. To the east of it lies the Sool- 
and°TstiTated f Area^m gana Purguna, in Khandesh ; to the west the Bhootsur 
Square Miles. and Bhugwara Purgunas; to the north«thc Chiklee 

Purguna,—all of the Surat Zilla, and in some places Bansda; aftd to the south 
the Penth Purguna. 

VII.—The soil to a limited exte’nt is cultivable; the rest is hilly and stony. 

The water is supplied from the hills, and, except in 
Dhurumpoor, and five or six other villages, supplied 
by wells; it is very had throughout the country. 
There is much jungle. • 

VIII. —Rice, sugar, nagree, koora, and such inferior 
sorts of grain. No manufactures. * 

IX. —Communication is by land only. There are 
no made roads, but cart-tracks through the country, 
extending up the Ghats to the Deccan. 


* "Whether Tributary or 
not; if so, to whom, ami 
Annual Amount of Tribute. 

Estimated Gross Annual 
Revenue. 

VI.- 


Prevailing Nature of the 
Soil, usual Means of Irri¬ 
gation, and general Fea¬ 
tures of the Country- 

Natural and Industrial 
Resources. 

Routes, Approaches, and 
Means of Communication 
by Land and Water. 


* A. D. 1854. 
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Estimated Population. 

XIII.—Ilindooism 

Religion, Language, Tribes, 
and Castes. 


X.—Owing to the badness of the water, the climate is very unhealthy, and 
Climate, and Average in summer the heat is very severe. No register 
Range of Thermometer. is kept of the thermometer, nor is such an instru¬ 
ment known in such a wild district. 

Average Annual Fall of XI.— No approximate estimate of the annual fall 
Rain. of rain can be given. 

XII.—The estimated population is from ten to 
fifteen thousand. 

is the prevalent religion ; there are a few Musulmans 
also. The languages spoken are Guzerathee, Musul- 
manee, and Murathee. The different castes inhabit¬ 
ing the country are Kokunees, Dhondias, and 
Kolchas ; there are also a few llajpoots and Bhats, Purbhoos, Brahmins, 
and Koonbees. 

XIV. —The civil suits are decided by arbitration. 
As regards criminal offences, depositions are taken 
in the presence of the Chief, and they are decided 
summarily. 

XV. —Imprisonment, fine or corporal punishment, 
is awarded for small offei.* es, and imprisonment for 
life is awarded for a capital crime. 

There are Guzerathee and Murathee schools in the town of Dhu- 
rumpoor, and in one or two other villages which are . 
inhabited by Koonbees Guzerathee schools also exist. 

XVII.—Every assistance is rendered to the agents 
of the British Government to extend the progress of 
vaccination. 

XVIII.—In the rainy season the people usually suffer from attacks of fever, 

which subsides in the hot weather. Besides this, 
cholera and other diseases are common. 


Brief notice of tlie Mode 
in which Civil and Crimi¬ 
nal Jnatice are Adminis¬ 
tered. 

Nature of Punishments 
awarded for Criminal Of¬ 
fences. 

XVI.- 

Educational Measures. 


Progress of Vaccination. 


Prevalent Diseases. 
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The town of Bansda, which gives its name to this Principality, is situated 
on the high road from the southern parts of the Surat Zilla to Khandesh, by 
the Soolgana Ghat. The whole territory, with the exception of a few villages 
bordering on the Chiklec Purguna, is dense jungle, rendering it exceedingly 
unhealthy at all seasons of the year. As might be expected, it is thinly 
peopled by barbarous tribes, and, compared to the capabilities of the soil, which 
is of good quality, and well watered, yields but f small amount of revenue- 
The Raja’s income, however, is increased* by th • land customs and transit 
duties that are levied on the trade which passes through his districts. The 
past history of the State, or under what circumstances the present dynasty 
commenced, is wholly unknown. The Rajas arc of Rajpoot extraction, and 
tradition asserts they belong to the Solunki race of Princes, who held sway in 
Guzerat many centuries ago, although they are now reduced to the condition 
of a Rheel Chief. The ruins of a fortified enclosure near Bansda, where the 
palace formerly stood, together with the remains of several temples and works 
of irrigation, appear to denote a most prosperous state of alfairs at some 
former period; but tradition is silent regarding the time when these buildings 
were constructed. The Rajas most probably had possessions extending to the 
sea coast, troyi which they were gradually driven by the Mahomcdans. They 
then sought refuge in the more jungly parts of their dominions, from which 
they could not be expelled, and where they were able to maintain their inde¬ 
pendence till this day in a greater or less degree. The Murathas would appear 
to have first brought them entirely into subjection, and by the imposition of 
the Chouth, which they always exacted from conquered provinces, to have 
reduced them to the rank of tributaries. These rights were transferred to the 
Company by the Treaty of Bassein, and from that period the Rajas have been 
tributaries to t,he British Government. The annual value of the Chouth which 
was ceded to the Company is Rs. 7,800. By the Treaty of Bassein, the 
Company also derived a right to share in the land customs and transit 
duties of the Bansda State, the value of which may be stated at nearly 
Rs. 2,000 per annum. The present Raja, Ilumccrsingjce, is about tw r enty-six 
years of age. He was adopted with the approbation of the Bombay Govern- 
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mcnt, after the death of the last Raja, Oodeysing, in a. d. 1829, by the four 
widows conjointly of that Chief and of his predecessor, Raising. During 
his minority, in consequence of abuses having come to light in the adraini&tra- 
tion of affairs, by the Ranees, a manager was appointed to take charge of 
the principality, under the orders of the Agent jj>r the Honorable the Go¬ 
vernor at Surat, in whose hands the powers of Government were vested. 
Under this administration the resources of the State have been carefully 
husbanded, and on his country being made over to the Raja in April 1852, 
the sums of Rs. 1,30,000 invested in Government notes, and lis. 31,^55 
. in cash, the surplus revenues of twenty years, were handed over to him. 
At the sam| time, it was intimated to him that for three years none of this 
accumulation was to be expended without the sanction of the British Govern¬ 
ment. He has also been required to continue for the like period the managers 
and establishment appointed by the British Government, and likewise to aid 
in the construction of such roads as it may be considered proper should traverse 
his country. # 

The aggregate revenues of this principality, for the last year it was under the 
superintendence of the Agent for the Right Honorable the Governor at Surat 
(1850-51), amounted to Rs. 56,747-3-9. Efforts have been directed towards 
the improvement of the country by*draipage, and clearance, from which advan¬ 
tageous results are already apparent. The amount of crime reported in the 
limits is very trilling, and the country itself highly improvable. The Raja has 
married two wives, but is without issue. 

In the education of the Raja, during his minority, the British Government 
manifested t^eat interest; but obstacles to his efficient training were not over¬ 
come, and for several years alter his attaining majority his estate was not 
made over to him, on the ground of his untitness for its administration. He 
has conducted himself well hitherto, since gaining possession of his country. 
In natural dispositioifhe is dueile, and well-disposed, and not addicted to any 
degrading vices. 

Of the two objects, therefore, to which the attention of the Bytiah Govern¬ 
ment had been directed in the past twenty years, regarding this State,—the 
education of the prince in his miiurily, and the careful administration of his 
revenues until lie became of full age,—the latter may he held to have been 
successfully carried out; and if the former has been less hilly uttained than it 
was hoped might be the ease, there is still good reason to believe that the 
interest exhibited on the subject was not thrown away, and t^at the country 
under its present ruler is in an improving and satisfactory condition. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONNECTED WITH THE 
PETTY STATE OF BANSDA. 

I.—Maharawul Shree Humeersingjee Oodeysingjee 
CWef*** ^ C * RD< ^ C " Maharaj, Raja of Bansda; twenty-six years and eight 
* months old. 

U»u»l Place of Residence. II—Bansda. ■ 

III. —The present Raja has no legitimate male issue. He has two Ranees, 
Names and Ages of Le- or w ‘ veB > an d his mother, Sirdarkooverba, is alive. 

gitimate Male Issue, and Two old widows of the late Raja (Raisingjee), Mu- 

the Court. nC * Pal Per * on * oi heeda Tejba and Chastya Tejba, about dhy-five and 

fifty years old respectively, are also alive, who gene¬ 
rally reside at Nandod. The only surviving widow of Oodeysingjee,* Purtapba, 
is about sixty years of age. ^ 

IV. —Tributary to the British Government, the annual amount of tribute 
Whether Tributary or being 7 > 800 broach or 7,351 $ Co.’s Rupees, besides 

not} if so, to whom, and a share in transit duties, collected direct by the Bri- 
Annual Amount of Tribute. 

share), the amount of which varies. 

V. —The annual gross revenue is about Rs. 61,000, exclusive of the revenue 

Estimated Gross Annual ofDhurmada, Inam, and Jageer villages, which is 
Revenue. 

VI. 


tish authorities, under th 1 title of Chouth (fourth 


estimated at about Ils. 13,000. 

-On the north of this State lie the Annavel and Antapoor Purgunas, 
Boundariea of Territory, belonging to His Highness the Gaek^ar, and the 
and Estimated Area in river Ambeeka; on the east the said river and several 
quare Milca. villages of the Dang and Soolgana States; on the south 

the Soolgana State,and the State of Durumpoor; and on the west several villages 
of Dhurumpoor, of the Chiklee Purguna, in the Surat Zflla, and of the Now- 
saree districts, belonging to His Highness the Gaekwar. The area of this 
principality cannot be stated, in the absence of any survey of that part of the 
country. 

VII.—The soil is in some places black, but generally Gorat, and here and 

Prevuling Nature of the the .? ™ ky - Thi. province may be generally de- 
Soil, usual Means of Irri- scribed as a succession of small valleys, covered with 

turwof the Countr 11 Fe& ’ muc b j un glc, commencing at the foot of the Sahyadree 

Ghats, and running into the open country of the 
Surat Attaveesee' Mahals. The usual opportunities for irrigation are springs, 
and several snydl rivulets which run though the different valleys. There are 
but few wells, but in many places throughout the country natural facilities for 
forming tanks are apparent, that would greatly improve its agricultural resour¬ 
ces, and obviate the present scarcity of water which occurs in many parts in 
the hot season. 

lr ■* 

* The late Raja of Bansda, who died in the year 1829, 
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$ * ■ s5v*« 

VIII.—No manufactures t mowmM date *&m4 
honey; and timber of every de*jript«M ; gw|h of 
. various kinds. - s " 

. IX.—There are no made roads,—nothing but cart-tracks.* Tb« eoutidy^i 

Eootes, Approaches; and approached by land only, having neither porta nfek 
Means of Commanication navigable rivers. * Comma tfclication whh th# 
by Land and Water. «#above the Ghats is carried,^ by bullocks and ponied 
jfndy; carts^mnot get up the passes. ' , 

X,—The country is somewhat unhealthy, especially from the latter end of 
OKmate, and Average the monsoon till the middle of winter. The ftta&j* 

range of thermometer is from 90° to 106°. >»“* * 

XI. —The average of the annual M of rain cktt- 
not be given. 

XII. —About nineteen thousand; {. a. ton thou¬ 
sand men and nine thousand women. 

Kill.—With the exception of Parsees and Mahomedans, who form blit a 
. fiftieth part of the above number, the population pro-* 

a^Castesf' 1 ' 186 ’ ” *’ ^ C89 Hindocasm. The languages chiefly spoken are 

Ouzerathee, Murathee, and Musulmanee. The popu¬ 
lation of this district is divided into the following tribes and castes;—Konkunee, 
Koonbee, Dhodya, Nyaka, Doobla, Kolfce, Warlee, Khalpa, G&mect* Rajpoot, 
Koombhar, Musulman, Chodhuree, Borah, Parsee, Dliejra, Bhungya, Bheel, 
Sootar, Lowar, Rawulya, Marwaree, and other Bunias; Guzerathee Koonbee, 
Mochee, Byragee, Gosaeen, Machec, Mang; Mahar, and Weetolya. * 

XIV.—Civil disputes are generally settled by arbitration. If a civil suit is 
* • decided by the Raja in favour of the complainant, it 

in B whkbSl 0 aVdCnmi- » customary to receive from that party tweAty-five 
nal Justice are Adminis- per cent, on the amount awarded. In cases of im« 
tere<1, portance only, both civil and criminal, the proceedings 

are conducted in writing; and in all cases the depositions and other papers 
recorded are read or repeated in the presence of the Raja, and the werdict he 
pronounces is considered to be final. In deciding such case#, the Raja is 
"g ener ally assisted and advised by his Karbharee, or other subordinate Karkoons. 

ntm <* roAta— XV.-Crin.iml offence. pnnbhrf bj x mprmm - 
awarded for Criminal Of- ment with hard labour, fine, and corporal pnnfin- 
• Ment. * . 

-There are two Guzerathee schools in Bansda, one '• provided 
by riie Raja, and the other supported by the peo¬ 
ple. 

XVII.—Every facility is afforded tift agents of the 
British Government employed in the spread of 

vaccination. f' «. 

XVIII.—Cholera, fever, and diseases incu^ntal 

to densely wooded districts. 


fsases. 
XVI.- 


Edocationai Measures. 


Progreu of Vaccination. 


Prevalent Disease*. 
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I.—IloosEtN Yawvh Khan Bahadoor, aged about forty years. His 
Name, Title, and Age of hereditary title is Nujtnoo Dole Moomtnzool 
Chief. * Moolk Momin Khan Bahadoor Dilawur June;, He 

succeeded to the Musnnd in March IH41, on the death of his uncle Nmvab 
Bunda Ali Khan, lus father, who was then alive, having resigned his right in 
his favour. 


II. —The, city of Cambay, in*(iuzerat, situated on the northern shore of 

* the upper part of the (»ub f Cambay; lat. 22 ’23' N., 

Usual Place of Residence. , , - i. 

long. /- -to i*,. *■ 

III. —The first wife of the present TSiuwnb, named Nnfoonissa, was the only 

daughter of his uncle, the late Nuwah Bunda Ali 
ptHr.e , M , i A KMmi • Khun. SW imil «, HuUl only, «Mrh .lied in it* 
of the Principal Persons of infancy. Hie is ''till alive, but has lived separate 
the Court. f ro m her lnisband lor .the last tweuly-two years, 

though no divorce, according to Mahumcdiln law, has taken place, lhe cause 
of separation is said to be, that on some slight shown her, she told her husband 
that any authority or consideration enjoyed by him wsi> by virtue ot her right, 
she being the daughter ol the then reigning .Nuwah, Bunda Ah Khan, lliis 
was the supposed origin of their (juarrel. 

The eldest reputed son of the Nuwah is by a Nika wife, originally a dancing 
; girl.* Bhe was delivered of a son on the 11th of November 1847, named 
Futteh Ali Khan, now aged six and a half years. 

'The second reputed son of the Nuwah, whom he considers and wishes to have 
recognised as his heir, is by another Nika wife, daughter of one Aga G'oofar, 
a Mogul adventurer, who settled at Cambay in 4.. 0. 18 14, and'is now in the 
Nuwalfs employ. Thft son is named Aga Jailer Ali Khun, and was born on 
the 1st September 1848. She was also delivered of a. second son on the, lf)th # 


* This kulj|,Wi.s not translated to the Harem until after she was reported preghant, and 
shortly-before her delivery. 8hc previously.oecupied apnrtment^iu the Nmvab’s stables. ’It 
is■ problematical whether there was any Nika ceremony at all j and very great doubts may rea¬ 
sonably be entertained as to the paternity, as well as tbe, legitimacy of this reputed soti, which 
the Nuwab himself gives a colour to bj bis evident wish to repudiate him in favour of hi* 
second reputed son, the next named' 
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of February 1851, named Ali Yawur Khan, who died on the 13th December 
1854. % 

A third son by her, now living, was born in November 1852, and named 
Najoom Khan. . 

A son named Khan Saheb was born on the 28th June 1851, of the daughter 
of the Thakoor of Alnnode, with whom the Nuwrfb also Contracted a Nika*.* 
marriage about seven or eight years ago. 

A son named Aga Bakur Sahel), born in September 1852, by the daughter 
of the brother of the Thakoor of Ahmode. , 

The Nuwab has altogether live sons living. * 

Some mystery appears to have attached to*the birth of the second repfted 
son, Aga J after Ali Khan. On his mother being, brought to bed, it was the 
report, for two days, that she had given birth to a davyhlcr but on a sudden 
this report was contradicted, and a son announced. 

The names of the principal persons of; the Court aue as foIlVnv :— 

Bugwamlas, the hereditary Dewan, who enjoys the.'CmohmneuSts/uflhe office, 
but has no authority, and no share whatever in this administration... 

Pranlal Sarabhaec, a Nagur Brahmin by caste; tlio difofjninister, entrust¬ 
ed with the administration of the State. ,,.*** fe. * 

Syud Mahomed Kuzim alias CJpsela Meeah ; jKjrfpaK^^LjLlutics of a civil 
judge. • • * 

Kherat Ali; acts as a private secretary. - -- 

Lakhnjce (a Uajpoot of W mig-poor, near Bliownuggnr, Abmedabau Collec- 
torate); entrusted with the revenue administration of the district* 

IV. —Tributary to the Honorable Company. *The annual-amount paid in 

WJu'tlicr Tributary" or cllvh the iWab of Caufbuy to tk<f Ho*, .ruble 

not; jf ho. to whom, inul Cornpnuv is...Us, 21 ,<)0f> ti 4 

^•Annual Amount of Tribute. Allini ; tl value of villages ceded 

in part payment of the original amount of tiihute .... 3,551 1 2 

Its. 25,457 7 6 

Collections on aecminl of hou e tax, and cess t>n certain • .3 

trades, made direct by the .Mainluldur of the Chuuth 

of Cambay ... b k5JV & «'& 

Collections made by the Collector ot ( onfincntal ( us- . '* * •* 

toms an$ Kxche. (including iln-Company s -hare, of the . _ 

s 9 .lt excise duty) .*.. 32,lol 3 0 

Total.... Its! 58,704 15 8 

V, —About Its. 3,32,000. The resources of the district rnigjtt be greatly 
Estimated gross Annual improved under a more efficient lnamigom^vAtt 

Revenue. State revenues are expended chiefly on the 

pleasures, little or nothing being devoted to public works, schools, yn r in- 
stitutions. * * *** 
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VI. —The territory of the Nuwab is bounded on the north by the Matur 

Boundaries of Territory, Talooka, Kaira Collectorat*; on the south by the 
ami wtiwated Area in Gulf of Cambay ; on the east by the Borsud Talooka, 
Square Miles. Kaira CoJlcctorate, and His Highness the Gaekwar’s 

Purguna of Pitlaud ; and on the west by the Saburmutee river and the 

^ •> 

Uholka Purguna, Ahmeddbad Colleetorate. The exact area in square miles 
is not krioyvn, but. it may be put down at about three hundred and fifty square 
miles. The bonndury line is very irregular, and some villages belonging to Ilia 
Highness the (iaekwar and the Honorable Company are situated in tl^e middle 
of the Cambay territory. 

VII. —The soil towards the north and west is generally black, and adapted 

for the growth of wheat and cotton. To the east- 

Soil, usual Means of Ini- wa »’d >* °> a poorer description, adapted for the 
{ration, and frem-ral Fen- inferior sorts of grain, good crops of which are grown 
tiucs ot the Country. j ri favourable years. The cultivators are principally 

dependent on the monsoon for the means of irrigation, there being but few wells. 

The country generally is flat ami open, interspersed here and there, generally 

in the vicinity of the villages, with topes of fine, trees, >ueh as the mango, 

tamarind, banian or burr, the neem, and the jieepul. 

VII f.—'Natural no no; industrial, cornelian, clotl and carpet manufactures. 

These form articles of export. A small quantity of 

Natural nud Industrial indigo, (grown within the limits of the Stale) is also- 
Itfsonirus. . 

manufactured, but not m excess oi tin* local consump¬ 
tion.' Salt is manufactured to a considerable extent, and exported to other 
parts of Gnzernt. ' » 

IX.—The. routes are,—from Cambay to Kaira and Ahmed a bad ; from 

_ . , , . Cambav fo Pitlaud and Ne.riad ; from Cambay to 

Routes, Approiiclins, and - , . J 

Means of Communication I lunula ; from Cambay fo Dholktf and Dhundooka ;* 
by Land and S\ater. _ and f\. (llll (’-.mdiav to Broach and Surat. 

Cambay is approached,— from Kaira, ri<\ Ifuttunpoor, Mulleeatuj, Dehwa, 
Sojectra, Nyr, and llurrian ; from Baroda, via the Sural and Gajna Ford, or 
by the OomeoJa Ford, Kunba, Wjutra, and Ooneel; from Dundooka, via the 
Turnkpoor. Metlee,,Golana, and Gidiana fords (at low-water only); from 
Dholka, the Punehgaura and Nubhoee fords: from Broach, via the Kavee ferry, 
and Dliewan and Dooarim ford- (at low-water only). 

For communication bv land, there are no made roads in the limits of the Cam- 
bay territory. The. mode of transit into the inferior is by Native carts, camels, 
or pack-bullocks. 

For communication by water. Native boats ply to the bunder of Cambay 
from Bombay* Shmit., Broach, Gogo, Taukaria, and other ports, except during 
the mOnsoon months. 

The C full’ forms neither.a sate nor commodious harbour for shipping, by 
reason of the constant shifting of its bed, from the force of the tides, and cur- 
rents of the rivers Mvhee and Saburmutee. 



CAMBAY. 


47 


Climate; Average Range Y . v x r»r.» 
of Thermometer; ami uutl —[vide annexed report from Mr. 

Average Annual Fall of Summers, in medical charge, < 'umtav 1 
Rom. - 'l J 

X1L—About one hundred and seventy-five thousand souis, including the 

Estimated Population. population of tin* city, which may he put down in 

round numbers at sixty or seventy thousand. It is 
impossible to say accurately, no census having been taken, the JNmvah being 
averse to it. 

X1U.— Religions, Hindoo, Muhoincdan, .Fain; languages, Hindoos (mice 
_ „ am! (lu/.erathee ; tribes-and castes ,-*\sL Hindoos, 

mat (’ as te s * consisting of Brahmins, \\ rtnees, Nonces (goldsmiths), 

ITunsaras (bru/iers), Pateedars or Koonhees (cultiva¬ 
tors), Kachias (vegetable sellers \ Ktirrias ibiickluyers), Sootars (carpenters), 
Malees (gardeners), llhowsars (dyers), Dmjees (tailors), (.{msiiis, Rajpoots, 
Blurts, Bharnfes, Oharuns, Cosaeens, Byragees, K hut roes (weavers), Hujanis 
(barbers), Lovvars (blacksmiths), (tolas (healers of rice), (iundrups (imisiciuns), 
Koombluirs plotters), and Rawuleeas; Wild Tribes,---Kolet*s and Wagrees; 
Low Castes,—t'humburs, libers, and Blmngvas. 

2nd .— .In mg. 

•it'll .— Mtdiomedans. • . 

At/i. —Pursees. * 

Xt V.— r l here is an Adawlut at Camhav, presided over by an old Maliomc- 

l»ricfw.i,ccof the Mode <l:m S > lul » )'*tli a small establishment of Kurkoons. 
in uluoh (iul ami Criminal I le hears and decides all oivil siiil«, IJ is decisions are 
.fustic*'urc AilinhiisU'vcik ecu( * ru Jl v final, though in special eases U pjK*als air 

admitted by the Xuwab, and roti.rred for decision to fine of tlieoflicers of the 
Jiurhar. When a suit is filed, the defendant i> called fin to put in his answer. 
Both parties are then called on to tile their eudem-c (oral or documentary); 
the depositions of witnesses are taken down, hut not authenticated by the 
ignatme of any public ojlieer. In the alienee of any fixed rules for tlu; 
guidance of civil functionaries, the oilioer in charge of the Adawjuf'sometiirjes 
refers the matters in dispute to Xaliv e arbitrators, or himself passes arbitrary 
de< isions, consultingsometimes tlx .Hindoo or Muhonufhm law, or local usage. 

All criminal case.-, are investigated by tin* Kotwal, who, after the eompletiou 
of the investigation, award: a eeitain amount of fine, subject to the confirma¬ 
tion of ih Mi vvah. In default of fine, ulimdcrs are often ineaicernted for 
unlimited periods, at the pleasure of the Xuwab. On certain oeeasious, he lias 
thrown open the prison floors, and released indiscriminately all those confined 
therein, as for instance in the spring of the present year, on the greasion of the 
serious illness of hi* aunt, Boozrug Khanum, 

The police Arrangements in the city arc* also superintended by the. Kotwal, 
who has an establishment of sepoys under him, to the number of between one 
hundred and one. hundred and fifty. These receive between three and four 
rupees (Cofnp&ny’s) each per mensem, but they arc very irregularly paid, 
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and almost always kept some months in arrears. So it is with most of the 
Nuwab’s infeiior subordinates. Under such a system, bribery and extortion 
are of course rife, and allowed to go almost unchecked. Throughout the dis¬ 
trict, the old village system of police appertains. Villages aiemutually respon¬ 
sible for the production of offender-', and of stolen pioperty. The Nuwab 
has a fewrhorse and footn'iea (to the number of about ouc hundred of the for- 
•«er and one hundred aud titty of the latter), stationed here arid there, hut * 
more with the view, I fancy, of their aiding in the collection of revenue than in 
the preservation of peace and piovention of c i inic. Tn addition to these, about 
four hundred,and fifty Sejmndees aic kept up for duty at the town gates, 
collection of transit duties,*&.c. 

Besides the above, and about five hundred ratainois (half foot and half 
horsemen), for peisonul attend,mteon lnniself, the Nuwab keeps up no Native 
force. 


XV.—For oidinary crimes, pgksdemeanour-, &o., fines, in default of which 

an indhftwtc period of imprisonment. In eases of 


Nature of Pumahmuits 
awarded for (Janimal Of¬ 
fences. 


offei'ct s-'-of a nioie heinous nuluio, mutilation, im- 
pinoiumiit, and fun, and public disgrace; but the 
first punishment is veiv i,m!\ i< ^«>i t< «l to. 

XVI.—There uie two Pei-um <uid Ooidnu and mimeious Hindoo school*, 

conduct'd by pm ate utdn id nuts, but none suppoitcd 
by the Statt, • 

X\ r ll.—The Nuwab has alwavs shown himself liuhffei out to the advantages 

• t 

of extending vaccination, never tendering smv iral 

• • 

assjst.mee m pionmtiiig this object, None of his 
own fhildrcn have bn u mk-i mated When apjihed to ‘by the Collector of 
Kuiui for co-operation m promoting vaicmntum thiough Ins lenitones, his re¬ 
plies have always display i d ultt 1 ( aieles-aes*. on the subject, and, consequently, 
little 01 nothing has been done foi it, advamt meat. 

I'luvnh'titl>iscasi.s. \\ 111.—'see Mi. hummets' icport (annexed). 


Educational Mcnsuics 


Plogress of Vaci matmn. 
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PAPER BY MR. A. SUMMERS. IN MEDICAL CHARGE,CAMBAY; 
ALLUDED TO IN THE FOREGOING NOTES BY MR. J. E. 
• OL1PIJAN.T. 

■ ■ * . . . • 

• t 

Table exhibiting the Average Rmngrof Thermometer, Wind, and Weather, for 
three gears (T851 to 1863J, and the Full of Ilain for three consecutive 
Years, from which the average is calculated. # * 


I Thkkmo- i | 


Mon rue. 


February 


March 


Wind. 


* S i s b! 

\t I ts! 

Si ; S'?! 

^ 35 

gc * # 5 ! 
I ° 11 c I 
s- , &■> 


Juuuarv • . .. x-i c Steadily Mi. 


Wg.vnihii 


1 K;'» c Steadily XI.'. ..M oniing.-. colli and hazy; occasionally clear; day 

i | wiino , evenings.. mnl pleasant. 

;'t3 '■ ,K|> Morning* NK., veering Miumiig.s cold nml clear,curly pull,—ftflorwards 
; .to the WS'.V. in (lie. cool; mai-day warm ; evening's ulid nights 

CVenlUgS-. I pleasant. 

(12 <)l Variable.*.. 'Mornings cool, occasionally hazy ; mid-day hot; 

* *i afternoons ofton stormy ; evenings coo); llights 

I pleasant. 

lib ! '.lb \ nruiblo ; nearly from, Mm mugs pretty cool ; day ln>t ; thunder anti 
i all points/ ’ 1 dust-storms lrci|Ui nt, with a few falls of rum ; 


July.... 

August ... 
September 

Oetober .. . 
November 
December .., 


Months. 


J one 
July 

-August .. 
September 


all points/ 1 dust-slmms l‘n , «|ik-iii. witli n few falls of rum ; 

! nights occaMmially wuini. 

‘j; Generally WSW ... .1 into ditto; with high winds. 

y 1 Steadily SVV.h.nrlyjiart of mornings hot and oppressive, until 

! tin *ltioiiM)Oii sets in ; iisiiu IDIhl.oiiOth Unlim-d 

* j iii by thuudi-istorms and lightning, wipi heavy 

: rain, when weather eonls down. 

HJ) Ditto..(icueinHy wet and rloiidy, with thunder and 

i lightning , occasional breaks of suushiuo. 

88 Ditto.Ditto ditto iliUp. 

H () s. mid HVV.l.e.s rain (his mouth; weathoi^uicomes hot, and 

monsoon terminates. I'evor becomes firovnloiit. 

!l.'i Mornings generally 'Mornings cool, occasionally hazy ; day hot, and 
N K.;ovouings \VS\V.j oppressive , with closeness in uarly jiartof the 
{ nights, m 

HM NI5.......Mornings cool, ha/.v, occasionally clear; day 

j warm , evenings pleasant, with occasional 
■ j dew» ut night. 

K(» NJJ....Ditto ditto ditto. 

I 


H*) | Ditto .. 


Fall of Ilain in Three Years. 


#* Total 



Itl'.JIAUI 


Average full ih three years 29 
inches.'{() cents. 
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MEDICAL NOTES BY MR. A. SUMMERS, IN MEDICAL CHARGE, 

. CAMBAY. 

Health and DisEASE.-rCambay being «itu*ted within the influence of sea- 
breezes, and not being subject to extremes of beat and cold, enjoys a more 
equable telcaperature, and a milder climate throughout the year, ami is compa¬ 
ratively healthier, than stations in the interior of Guzerat. It is also more 
exempt from the severer character of remittent-fever and coup-de-eoleil, enjoy* 
mg. an immunity from many diseases peculiar to other climates ; but fever is 
its bane. 

Fever.—* Fever, of the remittent and intermittent types, is the most prevalent 
disease in Guzerat,—the latter* almost throughout the* year, and the former m 
the months .of April, May, June, September, and October. 

Cholera *—This hydra-headed disease, which exerts its baneful influence 
throughout India with more or less.severity, is more mild in its ravages in 
Guzerat. At times, when the disease is committing serious ravages at Ahmed- 
abad, Kaira, and their vicinity, Cambay enjoys comparative immunity, or is 
but slightly threatened. 

Catarrhal Affections, with some degree of sympathetic fever, are prevalent 
from October to the month of January, yielding easily to mild remedial 
measures. 

Diarrhoea and Dysentery prevail chiefly during the monsoon months, 
but not in a very severe form, and are readily subdued by the usual means 
lesorted to. ’ . 

RHeumatic Affections are not very prevalent, the few cases brought occa¬ 
sionally under notice being generally strumous subjects. The disease yields 
to preparations of iodine, colchicum, iron, Dover’s powder, tonics, and aperi¬ 
ents, and, if a necessity exist, leeching and blistering. 

Dropsies in the town are rare, but more common among the village popula¬ 
tion, being* the^ sequela* of fever, spleen, and liver affections. During the. wet 
season there are always stagnant swamps, impregnated with deleterious matter, 
in the neighbourhood of the villages. This is the ordinary excitid|f cause of 
the fever, generally intermittent. A diseased state of the system, with conse¬ 
quent deranged secretions, is maintained by the same cause, which, combined 
with their being.badly housed, and scantily clad, leads to a tnun of derange¬ 
ment terminating in dropsy. 

Measles and Small-pox prevail among the children in the months of April, 
May, and Jqne, the latter not to any alarming extent, ^as vaccination lb 
practised, and the inhabitants of the town are fully sensible of its beneficial 
effects. 
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* Guzerat, one of the principal Subas of Jlindoostan, was inhabited in for¬ 
mer times by Rajpoots and Koines. We read in the Dwarka Mahatim of the 
wives of Shrec Krishn having be«;n attacked by Kolees on their flight through 
Kattywar and Guzerat, after the death of their celestial husband, and the 
immersion of the famous island of Dwarka in the ocean. These Rajpoots and 
Kolees were ever in a state of rebellibn, and though frequently restrained by 
some powerful ruler of Jlindoostan, yet they invariably (even the most petty, 
chiefs) assumed independence during the reign of a weak prince. Pethore 
Deo, the successor of a train of puerile emperors, received, on his accession to 
the throne of Hindoostan, the obedience of a > y few provinces surrounding 
Knnoje, but by his decisive and hold measures he established his authority 
over a great, portion of the countries ruled by bis more eminent predecessors. 

Yezdijord, the third King of Persia, was defeated, a. d. 630, by the. Arabian 
followers of Mahomed, and it is probable that the Pursees of Guzerat sailed 
from Persia about the end of thu seventh or beginning of the eighth century. 
A great number of tlieir ships ' foundered at sea in a storm, and only a few 
arrived at Sejam, a bluff point about seventy miles south of Surat. The 
Zumindars in that, quarter, conceiving that they must have come with designs 
of conquest, prevented them from landing; and, in consequence of their igno¬ 
rance of the language of the country, they remained on ship-board many days. 
At. length, some of their priests, who had learnt a little Sanskrit, contrived to 
make themselves understood, and having*satisficd the Rajpoots that their views. 

c. • 

were solely to obtain protection, compassion induced them to receive them, on 
condition that the men would wear turbans, the women Gagras; that they 
should speak the Guzerathee language, anti abstain from beef. 

The Pursees remained for many years in the vicinity of .Sejam, where they 
had landed, and pursued a coasting trade;. hut as they increased in numbers, 


they spread over the neighbouring districts, settling themselves in Verion,. 
Nowsaree, Broach, Bombay, and latterly in Kooarka Kheshiter, the ancient 
name of Cambay. The holy temple of Kooarka was surrounded by a small 
town, to which the Parsees repaired at first in small numbers, but afterwards 
i n gre ater, from the report of the profits of their brethren. They at length in- 
rfltta to so great a body that they outnumbered the original inhabitants, 
v^jffpn, desirous to have the trade entirely to themselves, they harassed, bjj^ ‘ 
breaking into their houses during the night, and robbing by force ofajl Ujeir 
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pfoperty. A general panic took place, and the Hindoos, abandoning' their 
Iit»ne& the Parsees remained the sofe possessors of ancient Cambay: , 
Among those whq fled was a man of the Dusalar caste of Bunins. He took 


nefage in Surat, where he acquired great wealth in a short tftue, by trading in 
pearls. His wealth gave him consequence, and he^had the address to get to¬ 
gether a numerous band of Rajpoots and Kolees, who in the night attacked 
the Parsecs, putting many to the sword, and setting fire to their houses. The 
rest took to flight, and not a Parsec was to be seen in Kooarka Kheshiter. „ 

. This man, whose name was Kutlian Rae, then formed the design of building . 
a city on the ruins of the Parsec town, and after it was commenced he gave it- 
the name of Khumbayut. “ Klunnb” in (luzorathee signifies u a foundation- 
stone” (the laying of which i.s attended by # ecrtain ceremonies), and “ Ayut" 
r^ans “ resting on,”—thereby implying 1 hat the city would be permanent ' 
Kullian Uae spared no pains Jn collecting inhabitants for his new city. 
His police regulations were so excellent, ami so few robberies were heard of, 
that it induced many to come and reside there, who otherwise would have » 
remained in their old places of abode. Hh granted immunities to merchants 


and traders, and drew many Wealthy men to Cambay from the neighbouring 


ports. ■ # 

He built the walls of the fort,* with seven gates, besides sallyports. On 
• he cast were tile (fuwarcy and Chakee gates, the last of which Noor-ood-doen 
Momin Khan blocked up; to the west there was only one gate, called Chuk- 
anilee; on the north were the lVet and Futleh gates; and # in the southern 
wall were the Mukee and Phonrza. A sallyport was made in the eastern face, 
close to the Madultj, tank. In the south wall was the Hlioec sallyport., so 
•called from the houses close to it being inhabited by Hamals or Bhoees? 

The following are some of the.works of Kullian Rae:—The Madula tank, 


and the well in its vicinity close to the fort,—on the well is inscribed the year 
of its being built, hut it is illegible, fromUhe ravages of time; the pagoda 
dedicated to Malning Kaleshwur,. at present in existence; the Manik Cliok ; 


the salt-pans; several wells within the fort, and the bazars, the most extraordi¬ 
nary of which is the Turpoleea, or three-gated, bazar (this bazar contained 
three others, called the Goojra, Kgla, and Ohctaree bazars, running from 
north to south; the Goojra and • Chetaree gates are still standing*, and are 
, merely arches tlnown across the street); the* Kotwal’s Ghubootra, still to he 


jiecn; the tweht.y-four houses for Brahmins, at present inhabited by Nagur 
Brahmins. 

During the life of Kullian Rae a dancing girl took up her abode at Cam- 
bay, who had adtassed great wealth in the practice of her profession. She 
dug nine tanks in and in the vicinity of the city, the names of every one of' 
which she determined should begin with the letter N*; the names of those now in' 
existence are as follow :—Narungsir, Neera,- $ieyza, and Nutwa. The N ugeena 
tank, which this woman built, was filled tip by Nazuni Khan, who made a 
garden on the spot, that is now in existence. 
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In the time of Kullian Rae, the Guzerathee language was esteetoed 
for its beauty. Towards the dose of a government of many years, he bad the 
gratification to see a very considerable trade carried on through his port. 
Originally Cambay had no dependent villages, but there is a tradition that 
Kullian Rae received the, voluntary homage of eighty-four villages; and, in 
consequence of this number, the Purguna of Cambay has been called the 
Chowrasee Purguna, or the Purguna of eighty-four. 

Sultan Vella-ood-deen Kheljee, who commenced his reign in Delhi in A. H. 
695 (a. i). 1295), sent an array, under the command of Nusrut Khan Jaleseree 
and Ulug Khan, to reduce Guzerat, m a. d. 1297. They took, according to 
Feiishta, the capital city, Nehrwalla, f\rst; but the Tukukat-i-Akberi mentions 
that they advanced direct to Cambay, which was then famous for being a 
place of riches; whence, after plundering the city, and laying waste the sur¬ 
rounding districts, they proceeded to Nehrwalla, which they reduced. Ulug 
Khan was appointed Suba ot the conquered province, and resided twenty 
yeais in.Nehrwalla or Puttun. Cambay was fiom this time under the 
government of the Mm-ulmon-., and the fust of then agents was established 
tlieie m a. u. 697 (a i> 1297). Ulug Khan wa*i succeeded by eleven Subas, 
who governed Guzeiat in Puttun. p 

Muhk Mufurre, entitled Rastee Khan, the tenth of the eleven successors of 
Ulug KhUn, was a man of a tyrannical disposition, and excited by his oppies- 
sive acts the resentment of the Giueiathees so much, that they pithmd a 
petition for his removal to Sultan Mahomed Shah IV. (son of Crhyas-ood-deen 
Tuglugh Shah), who appointed Zuffur Khan to supeisedc him in the Subaship 
of Guzerat. When Zuilui Khan ailived at Nagoie, many of the inhabitants 
of Cdmbay, who had paiticulaily muttered oppiession, personally came to 
entreat him to be speedy in the execution of Ins orders. Zuffur treated them 
kindly, and wrote a letter to the tyiant, who gave him no reply, but, collecting 
tioops from all quaiteis, erected tie banncis of icbcilion. lie was, however, 
defeated by Zuftur Khan’s troops at the village of Gambhoo, and Zuffur Khan 
assumed the Governorship of Guzerat in a. h. 794 (a. d. 1391). 

Zuffur Khan revolted fiom Mahomed Shah V., who had succeeded Maho¬ 
med Shah IV., and in a. h. 796 (a. d. 1393) proclaimed himself King of Guzerat. 
Tatar KHkn, his son, placed his father in confinement in the yeai a. h. 806 
(a. d. 1403), and assumed the title and dignity of king, under the name of 
Mahomed Shah. Tatar Khan, however, died in a. d. 1407, 'and his father 
again became king, under the title of Moozuffur Shah. The destiny of Moo- 
zuffur Shah was to be murdered by his grandson, Ahmed, who mounted the 
throne in a. d c 1415, and during his reign built Ahmedabad. 

The Kings of Guzerat were fourteen in number, and reigned one hundred and 
seventy Mahometan years, reckoning from the time when Moozuffqr Shah 
succeeded his son in a. h. 810 (a. d. 1407), till a. h. 980 (a. d. 1572), when 
Guzerat became a province of the Empire of Akbar. Some time after the 
death of Kullian Rae, the port of Gogo was declared a dependency on Cambay, 
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and during the whole of the time of the King* end Subes of Guzemt, 
the forge vessels tilled with merchandize for Cambay Unloaded their cargoes 
at Gogo, whence they were sent in small craft to Cambay. The boats in for¬ 
mer times had so quick a passage from Cambay to Gogo that it became a 
common expression among the Hindus, “ Khambqyut no Khijree, Gogeh no 
Ghee*’; thereby meaning that if one began to cook his rice on board a vessel 
setting sail from Cambay, he would arrive in time enough to buy ghee in 
Gogo to eat with it. 

During the reign of Sultan Bahadoor, the tenth of the Kings of Guzentt, 
the port of Cambay was in a most flourishing condition. It was during Jhis 
king’s reign that the Portuguese first appeared at Cambay and Diu. On 
arriving at Diu, they erected the flag of thgir nation, but when the Sultan 
heard of it, he advanced imgieat haste, and the Portuguese withdrew, leavuig 
large guns behind them, the like of which had ne\ cr been seen in Uindoostan 
before. 

Aljwnit this time Humayoon, the son qf llaber, advanced with an army to 
Guzerat, and Sultan Bahadoor, sending all his treasures and valuables from 
fluuipaneer to Diu, went hnnself to Catnbav. Humayoon followed him so 
dosely that he escaped fiom Cambay the very morning ol that prince’s arnval. 
lie look letnge in Diu, and, alarmed at /he success of Humayoon, applied for 
assistance to the I^mtuguese. Humayoon, however, retired before they 
aimed, and the Sultan began to wish he had not made this application. He 
then left Diu, but very soon learnt that hvc thousand Portuguese had arrived 
opposite that place. These men, enraged at finding they had been put to 
so much trouble for/io purpose, deteimined on seizing Diu, and on having no 
interview or communication with the Sultan. When the Portuguese'com¬ 
mander was called befoie the Sultan, he ext used himself by suying he was sick, 
and could not attend him. The Sultan, conceiving they were afraid of some 
treachery on Ins pait, determined to go on boat d thcii ships, and so efface 
any bad impression they might entertain. He accordingly embarked in u 
small boat, with a few attendants, and visited the Portuguese jeommander; 
but when, on his return, he was about to step into his boat from the side of the 
ship, the Portuguese removed the boat, and he fell into the sea. He appeared . 
in a few moments above water, when the Portuguese struck lnm on the head, 
and he sank for ev er. The Sultan’s army, on hearing the news of this event, 
fled to Ahmedabad, and the Portuguese took possession of Diu. This hap¬ 
pened in a. h. 943 (a. d. 1536). , 

During the dissensions which took place in Guzerat in the reign of its last 
king, Akbar advanced with an army in a. h. 980 (a. d. 1572), Mid established 
his authority over it, without one battle. He visited Cambay, and added to 
its population by giving it two Pooras or suburbs. He appointed his agents 
throughout the whole province. * 

The Kings of Delhi ruled Guzerat one hundred and eighty-six Mahomedan 
years, from a. h. 980 (a. d. 1572) till the incursions of the Murathas, mid the 
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establishment of tlieir power under Rugoonath Rao, during the government of 
the last of the Mogul Subas, Juwan Muru Khan Babee, in a. h. 1166 (a. jo. 
17.52). In this period fifty-five Subas succeeded each other, a detailed 
account of whose*transactions is here unnecessary. 

The founder of the family of Cambay, and the fifty-fourth "Subadar of 
(i uzerat, was Meerza Jaffer Nizam-i-Sanee, entitled Nizam-ood-Dowla Momin 
Khan Balladoor. 11 is history will be seen in the sequel. 

Daood Khan Punee was appointed Subadar of Guzerat in the commence- 
ment of the reign of Feroksere III., in a. h. 1125 (a. d. 1713). Ilumeed Khan, 
Daood Khan’s Deputy, on proceeding to Guzerat, obtained the appointments 
of Motvim Khan as his Dewan, and of Meerza Abdool Hussein (Dehlumee), 
more generally known by his title,of Momin Khan, to the ageney for Govern¬ 
ment in the ports of Surat and Cambay, and to the superintendence of the 
crown districts Dholka, Pillaud, and Broach. The Dehlemitc dynasty of Persian 
Kings from whom this Momin Khan was descended was founded in a. h. 321 
(a. jj. 932), by Ahmed-ood-Dowla, t,hc son of Booia, a fisherman, who claimed 
a descent from Behramgor, the Gurdluir Senh of the Persians. Momin Khan 


.Dehlumee came from'Persia, and entered the service of the Delhi Emperor. 


He first came into Guzerat willi Sirbulund Khan. 


Daood Khan held the Subaship of Guzerat on 1 a few months, and was 
succeed by lljeet Sing, liana of Jodhpoor, who received the Government as a 
reward for having given his beautiful daughter in marriage to the Emperor. 
Both Ahmed Khan and •Momin Khun Dehlumee lost their appointments 
by the new arrangements. Ujeet Sing was shortly afterwards removed from. 
Guzerat, but was soon reinstated, and with him Momin .Kluin Dehlumee as 
Agent for Government in Surat. ^ 

Jn almost all histories of*Mahomcdan princes we are informed, that when a 
prince of weak intellect succeeded to the throne, rebellions of the nobles holding 
the principal offices and commands in the empire generally took place. 

The Sultans of lliiuloostan, previous to the brilliant career of the Muratha 
Chiefs, had f’or many years been unable to maintain in due allegiance the go¬ 
vernors of their distant provinces. When any Nuwab was suspected of pre¬ 
tensions to independence, his commission was annulled, and a new one issued 
in favour of some other noble. The new Nuwab lmd almost always to fight a 
battle, sometimes two or three, before he could assume the dignity to which 
his appointment had raised him. Two causes seem to have produced oppo¬ 
sition on the part, of the governors who were removed,—one, if they really 
had thrown off tlieir allegiance, to preserve their independence; the other, if 
they were innocent, the dread of the severe punishment which in Mahomedan 
Courts generally followed even the suspicion of crime. The consequeiffces 
attendant on the appointment of a new governor were the destruction of 
several districts and towns, and almost invariably the overthrow of the old 
N uwab. 


* 

Mahomed Shah Padshah’s reign, which corftmenced in Hindoostan in 
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A. d. 1718, is famous for its imbecility, for the invasion of his Empire by Nadir 
Shah, and for the revolts of provinces induced by that event. The wily 
Murathas protected many unfortunate Nuwabs, driven from their Governments, 
and ruined in their fortunes, sometimes justly, but more frequently by the in¬ 
trigues of a powerful courtier, who by his influence wa% enabled to get an innoeent. 
man accused of a crime, and to be appointed to his situation. Revenge appears 
to have been a passion freely indulged by the nobles of Hindoostan J nor is it 
surprising that men fostered in the lap of luxury, and instructed from their 
childhood that the support of their own consequence, and of that of their family, 
ought to form the great object of their lives, could but ill brook disgrace, or 
that they should be eager by any means to molest those who had ruined I heir 
fortunes and respectability. The Murathas yore as glad to protect such men 
as they were happy to have their support. * 

In a. it. 1134 (a. ti. 1721) llyder Kulec Khan was appointed Suba of 
Gu’/crat, Ujeet Sing being removed. On this occasion Momin Khan Doli- 
Ituncc again lost his appoint incut, and remained unemployed one year; but on 
the. appointment of Asoph .Tali Nizam-ool-Moolk to the Subadavec, he was 
again made Agent in Surat. A nobleman of the name of Alnncd Khan 
governed Gu/crat for Asoph Jab, and it was during bis administration that, 
in the year a. o. 1722, the first* incursion of the Murathas into Guzerat. 
took place. Kunthajee plundered Dohud and Godra, and l’illajco plundered 
Surat. 


Momin Khan advanced to punish l’illajec, but wqs himself defeated. 

Mooburuz-ool-iNloolk Sirlmluud Khan, with whom Momin Khan had first 
come into Gu/crat, as a coinpauion, was leajipointed to the Suhudurcc in a. it. 
113(3 (a. i>. 1723). lie ruled Guzerat by bis Deputy Soojauit Khan, whit pro¬ 
moted Momin Khan to the office of his Dcwan. Ahmed Khan, the ex-Deputy 
of Aso]>h Jail, highly resenting the loss of his power, resolved on exciting dis¬ 
turbances, and by Asoph Jab’s advice he erected the banners of rebellion. 


Mnvin* formed a treaty with Kunthajee and Pillujec, ceding to them a, 
(lioulli of the revenues of Gu/.erat if they would assist his virus, he advanced 
rapidly to Kuppcrwuuj, and from thence to Molia Medara. Herein: was met 
by Soojauit Khan, and a battle ensuing, Soojauit Khan was slain, and Ahmed 


Khan assumed the direction of a Hairs 


in Guzerat. 


Kunthajee took on himself 


the collection of the Chouth north of the Myhee, 


and Pillajee south of it. 


Moobaruz-obl-M^oolk, collecting a large as my, advanced to Alitriedabad, to 
reinstate himself in the power which his Deputy had lost to him. Ahmed 
Khan, unable t.o oppose him, lied, and was escorted in safety by the Murn- 
tlms across the Myhec. On establishing his authoiity, Muoba^uz-ool-Moolk 
apfftinted Nizam-ood-Dowla Ni^m-i-Sunec (afterwards fifty-fourth Subadar 
of Guzerat, and founder of the family of Camb;iy) to be the connnandcr of tlu: 
troops in Pitlaud. Kuntha jee and PiIIajre went on plundering expeditions, 


and had frequent battles with Nizam-ood-Dowla. 

This Nizam-ood-Dowla, wdiose name was Mccrzu Jailer, wami descendant 


s 
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of the Nizam-I-Sanee family, who acquired that appellation during the reign 
of Shah Ismal Sufaee, King of Persia, who had seven Ministers of State, 
the second in rank among whom was the ancestor of Meerza Jaffer. Meerza 
Jaffer came into*Guzerat a very poor man, but on his being appointed com¬ 
mander of the Pitlaud trqpps, he was honoured with the hand of the daughter 
of Momin Khan Dehlumee, whose story is above related. Meerza Jafier's 
fortunes Were commenced by his father-in-law, Momin Khan Dehlumee. 

Two years after Moobaruz-ool-Moolk had been in Guzerat, he entertained 
rebellious designs, and entered into a correspondence with Kunthajee, which 
enrjcd in that Muratha receiving a fourth part of the revenues of his Suba, on 
promise of supporting Moobaruz-ool-Moolk against the Emperor. Moobaruz- 
ool-Moolk then seized the revenues of the crown lands, in consequence of 
which his conduct was reported to the Emperor. An order was immediately 
issued for the confiscation of Moobaruz-ool-Moolk’s lands in the Punjaub. 
Momin Khan Dehlumee, who continued in the office of Dewan to the Suba, 
advised his master to make his peace with the Emperor, and in consequence 
he discharged his extra troops. 

Kunthajee and Pillajee, hiking advantage of this circumstance, took the 
cities of Baroda and Surat. Kunthajee advanced even to the north of the 
Myheo, where he levied contributions,, and left Aj.-nts for the collection of 
the Chouth ; he then retired to the Deccan ; but Pillajee remained a careful 
spectator of events in Guzerat. Moobaruz-ool-Moolk, in consequence of the 
ravages of the Deccanees, being unable to realize the usual revenues of the 
province, recruited his treasury as much as possible by extortions, till many 
people fied from his oppressions. 

Jn*A. it. 1139 (a. d. 172G) Momin Khan Dehlumee died. His tombstone 
is still to be seen in Cambay, near the residence of the present Nuwab. After 
his death, Aluvurdce Khan was employed in the office of Dewan for a few 
months, but Momin Khan’s brother, Abdool Ghanee Khan Dehlumee, was 
finally selected for that office. At this time Meerza Jaffer Nizam-oodSDowla 
became dissatisfied with the conduct of Moobaruz-ool-Moolk, and, leaving 
Guzerat, repaired to the Court at Delhi. 

In a. u. 1143 (a. d. 1730) Moobaruz-ool-Moolk was removed from the 
Government of Guzerat, to make room for Ubhi Sing, Raja of Jodhpoor. 
Meerza Jaffer Nizam-ood-Dowla was at the same time appointed “Paymaster 
to the Troops, Reporter on the State of Guzerat, and Chief of Cambay." 
Meerza Jaffer;, with two other noblemen, had the address to negotiate the 
peaceable entrance of Ubhi Sing, and to obtain by treaty the payment of a 
lakh of rupee^by Moobaruz-ooPMoolk, for having erected the banners of op¬ 
position. Jugdeo and Fida-ood-deen Khqp Nizam-i-Sanee were appoi&ed 
the Kotwals of Ahmedabad; the latter was the relation of Meerza Jaffer, 
and one history calls him his brother. 

Balajee Rao, who had been summoned into Guzerat by Moobaruz-ool-Moolk, 
hearing that Ubhi Sing had peaceably assumed charge of his Government, 
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halted on the south bank of the Myhee. Ubhi Sing deputed trusty persons to 
settle with him about the Chouth, *and other matters, but Balajee Rao ad¬ 
vancing to Ahmedabad, these affairs were personally arranged, and it Was 
determined that both their armies should march against Pillajee, who had 
established himself in independence in Baroda. \%}iile they were engaged in 
the siege of that place, news arrived that Asoph Jah had entered the domi¬ 
nions of the Peshwa. Balajee Rao immediately marched with all expedition 
to the Deccan, and Ubhi Sing retreated to Ahmedabad, leaving Pillajee 
the ruler of Baroda. 

• 

The Chouth which Kunthajee had settled to be paid to the Peshwa jwas 
this year exacted by Pillajee for himself. Pillajee crossed the Myhee, and 
with his army encamped at Pitlaud. Ubhj Sing came out of Ahmedabad to 
punish his presumption, and sent a party of Marwarecs to treat openly about 
an accommodation, but with private instructions to murder Pillajee if they 
could. The Marwarees executed their commission with great address, though 
at the expense of their own lives. Pillajee had moved his camp from Pitlaud 
to Omrut, where the Marwarees were received by him. Deceived by their 
fair and flattering speeches, Pillajee permitted them to approach his person, to 
communicate to him alone a proposal with which they said they were charged 
from Ubhi Sing. They took advantage of this opportunity, and murdered 
Pillajee on the spot (a. h. 1143, a. d. 1730-31.) The assassins were instanta¬ 
neously cut down, and the Muratha army fled with Pillajce’s body to Saolee, 
where they performed his funeral obsequies. 

Ubhi Sing pursued the flying Murathas to Baroda, whence he drove them, 
and obliged them Jo take refuge in Dubhoi. Here they sustained a siege, 
which Ubhi Sing was necessitated to raise, for want of provisions. Ublft Sing 
returned by the route of Pitlaud, which place being farmed by Meerza Jailer 
Nizam-ood-Dowla, he evinced considerable displeasure at their marching 
through his district, as the consequence would be a defalcation in the revenues. 
Ubhi Sing, to punish him, tookJPitlaud from him, and gave it in farm to 
another person. 

Omanbaee, the wife of Kundeh Rao’s minister, who had sent Kunthajee 
and Pillajee into Guzerat, on hearii^g of Pillajee’s murder, collected an army of 
fifteen or twenty thousand horsemen, and with Kunthajee, and Damajee, the 
son of Pillajee, entered Guzerat, and fixed her camp at Fyzabad (now 
Shahwaree), a village three koss from Ahmedabad. Ubhi Sing made great 
preparations to repel this enemy, and, amongst others who cape to his aid, 
was Meerza Jaffer Nizam-ood-Dowla. Battles and skirmishes took place 
every day, sometimes on the banks of the Saburmutee, and segnetimes in the 
streets of the Pooras. At length, Ubhi Sing’s batteries being nearly destroyed, 
and his garrison much harassed and dj^tressed, he sent Juwan Murd Khan 
Babee and Ubhi Kum Putavut to negotiate a peace. This was brought 
about by an agreement that stipulated the payment of three lakhs of rupees per 
annum, besides the Chouth formerly agreed for. Omanbaee then moved to 
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Baroda, where she fixed Damajoe Gaekwar as her agent in collecting the 
Cliouth. Damajce shortly after made himself master of Baroda by an 
intrigue, and it has remained in the hands of his descendants ever since. 

After this, Ubhi Sing and his brother went to Delhi, and left llutun Sing 
Bundarcc, his JNuib or Dignity, in charge of the province. 

In a. ji. 11 17 (\. u. 173(i) Solirab Khan, who had been once Chief of Surat, 
was from*!-'one private (piarrel obliged to fly to Gogo, whence having gone to 
S<’hon>, h.i obtained the protection of Bhow Sing, the father of the present 
Thaloiv of 1’,‘iuv. mi'ignr, and wrote a letter to Delhi, soliciting the appointment 
of Agent for («ov< niment in collecting the Joonagur tribute, lie was im¬ 
mediately appointed to that oflice, which, lessening the consequence of the 
IVuwab of Guzernl, Ubhi Sing’s l^eputy, llutun Sing, marched to Dlmndooka, 
with a force, vvheic he met and defeated Sohrab Khan’s troops, but received 
in the action two wounds. 

llutun Sine’s army, wliieb was eliiefly composed of Marwarees, wished, 
and slremioivsly :nl\i^(‘<l him, to reduce Moerza Jailor, vvlio tliey said was 
an abeltor ol the pmc< t‘dings of Sohrab Khan; but llutun Sing entertain¬ 
ed abetter opinion of Meerza Jailer, and excused himself to bis Marwarees 
on account of Ins wounds. The Marwarees, however, talked publicly of 
Moerza Jailer, and their unreserved opinion of hii. .it last reached his ears, 
and gnie him much uneasiness. Under pretence of sickness lie left llutun 
Sing’s camp, and went lor a change of air to Cambay and Pillaud, winch 
latter place he had again received in farm from Ubhi Sing;. Mere he 
adopted measures foi warding oil' the blow which lie conceived to be aimed 
at his life. 


It. has then the time Hint the Murathas came on their yearly visit, and Kun- 
tliujee. commenced his opcialiens in flu; Ibtlaud and Meiiad Pureunas. 
Kunthajee’s forces were hv no means numerous, which being remaiked by 
Damajce Gaekwar, he titled out an army, and giving the command ot 
it. to llunkoojee, sent him on a plundering expedition across the My hoe. 
Ilimkoojee made two or three excursions, and not only got a great booty, but 
considerable reputation. At length he carried his expeditions further, and 
plundered the whole of the Pitluud district. When Meerza Jailer iNizam- 
ood-Dowla heard of this, he marched with a force from Cambay, with the in¬ 
tention of overtaking llunkoo, and of giving him battle. Uunkoo, instead of 
retreating, returned to oppose him. An action took place at Cheetrasir, a 
village two koss from Pitlaud, in which Meerza Jailer’s troops were fairly put 
to the route, liven those w ho surrounded his elephant fled, and did not think 
themselves in Rifely till they reached the fort of Cambay. In consequence of 
the desertion of his troops, Meerza Jaffer must have been surrounded by the 
enemy, but luckily for him, the Muratha horses were frightened at the sight 
of an elephant, and gave him the opportunity of escaping. Uunkoo’s fame 
increased on gaining this victory. 


Meerza Jutl’cr was still uneasy respecting the Marwarees of Ubhi Sing, and 
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conceived it better to be prepared for than to wait the development of their 
designs; he therefore negotiated a pcaefi with his conqueror, and strengthened 
his own forces. The conditions of the peace were, that a fourth or Chouth of 
the revenues of the Pitlaud Purguna should be paid to Damajoe CJaekwar. 
Kanthajce, tlie Peshwa’s commander, hearing that«Runkoo bad leagued with 
Meerza Jufifer, and that his master would be a loser by their treaty, advanced 
to punish him. 11 unkoo, apprised of his design, laid an ambush, itml fell on 
Kunthajee during his march, by which means Kunfhajce’s son was killed, and 
his army put to flight. # 

In consequence of Kunthajco’s overthrow, Damajoe laid claim fo the Cl^nith 
paid by the Purgunas north of the Myhee to the Peshwa. The villagers, 
however, resisted the agents sent by Ruukoo to collect this money, and a 
skirmish took place in almost every village. Damajoe then crossed the Myhoe, 
and after halting a few days at Dlmlka, marched mul took the fort of Veerum- 
gaum. J le then returned to Hurnda, and left Ruukoo to fight a nmnher of 
battles with the Marwar troops of the tjubadar of tin* ])roviuee. Two bloody 
battles were fought at Dholka, whence the Maiwarocs pursued Ruukoo to 
Voemnigumn, and laid siege to the fort. 

Uutmi Sing wrote to Mccr/u Jailer Nizain-ood-Dowla to join him, but lie, 
still suspicious of the designs of Hulun, thug's troops, delayed his march from 
day to day. At length Jiulun Sing hail nearly finished a mine, when lie 
Itiftml that Purtab, Damajee’s brother, had erossed the Myhoe with a large 
force, and was advancing to Ituukoo’s assistance. He the same night sent off 
his heavy baggage, and retreated to Ahmedabad next morning. 

Kiitiui Sing, on fyis return to Alnnedabad, levied heavy contributions from 
every individual, and particularly from the i’unias. Having paid his Iflurwa¬ 
rns out of the money thus eolleeted, he sent a detachment of them, under 
Shore Khan Uabee, to punish Meerza J after for not joining him in the siege of 
Veeniinguum. Shere Khan, by some unaccountable conduct, stayed a whole 
month at Kaira, by which time Meerza Jailer was perfectly ready to repel him, 
having obtained assistance from Ruukoo. Rutim Sing therefore delayed his 
operations against Meerza Jailer till a more favourable opportunity. 

The Marwar troops were guilt;.,of acts of great oppression, and an account 
of their tyrannical conduct reached the ears of the JCmperor just at the time he 
had conceived a dislike to Ubhi Sing, who was always at the Court ; the con¬ 
sequence waif that a new commission, appointing Meerza Jailer to he Subadur 
of (iuzerat, was privately issued, and transmitted to him without the knowledge 
of Ubhi Sing. 

When Meerza Jafler received it, he sent a copy of it to Ruthin Sing, with a 
request that he would evacuate Ahmedabad ; but supposing, as was the case, 
that Rutun Sing would oppose him, without waiting for his answer, he appointed 
Nizam Khan, his son-in-law, Chief of ('amhay, and with I’ida Khan, his sup¬ 
posed brother, encamped on the hank of the Narainsir Tank, and began to collect 
troops. Nizam Khan’s appointment was afterwards confirmed from Delhi. 
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Runkoo was on his return to Baroda when he received a summons from 
Meerza Jafferto aid him in the capture of'Ahmedabad. As a means of secur¬ 
ing Runkoo’s support, he stipulated by a document in writing the payment of 
half the revenues of his whole Suba, the Purgunas of Ahmedabad and 
Cambay excepted, instead of the Chouth or fourth of the revenues, and the 
Deshmookee of ten per cent, then paid by Rutun Sing. Meerza Jaffer having 
thus ensured the services of a powerful army, lost no time in strengthening 
his own force. 

In the mean time Rutun Sing sent an express to Ubhi Sing, who was at 
Delhi, acquainting him of the events which had taken place. The minister 
Shums-ood-deen pretended surprise on hearing them, and desired Ubhi Sing 
to preserve his authority by ail means in Guzerat; but at the very time he 
gave this advice to Ubhi Sing, he despatched an express to Meerza Jaffer, 
desiring him to lose no time in expelling Rutun Sing and the Marwarees from 
Guzerat. 

After an encampment of six weeks on the bank of the Narainsir Tank, 
Meerza Jaffer marched to Soojeitra, ten koss from Cambay, and twenty from 
Ahmedabad, where, being joined by Juwan Murd Khan Babee, he proceeded 
to Kaira. Here Runkoo and his army met him v month after his arrival. 
They then marched to Ahmedabad, and had fought overal desperate engage¬ 
ments, when Damajee joined them, with reinforcements from Baroda. Meerza 
Jaffer and Damajee interchanged civilities, and were very cordial, till Rutan 
Sing sent Damajee proposals, that if he would withdraw his army he would 
give him all that Meerza Jaffer had promised, and over and above, the Chouth 
of the Ahmedabad and Cambay Purgunas, which Meerza Jaffer had not 
offered: him. Runkoo, however, saved his friend Meerza Jaffer on this occa¬ 
sion; for by acquainting him with what was in agitation, Meerza Jaffer 
prevented Damajee from retiring, by granting him the same terms as Rutun 
Sing had offered. Meerza Jaffer, anxious that Cambay should be totally free 
from the Muratha influence, gave up the whole Purguna of Veerumgaum for 
the remission of the Chouth of Cambay. 

Nine months passed away, during which there waff a skirmish of some kind 
almost every day. At last the troops in the fort, distressed for provisions, sent 
a message that they would deliver up the fort if Meerza Jaffer would give them 
their arrears of pay. He promised them a lakh of rupees, giving his friend 
and relation Fida-ood-deen Khan as a hostage for its faithful payment. 

In the year a. h. 1150 (a. d. 1737) Meerza Jaffer became Nuwab of 
Guzerat, with the title of Nizam-ood-Dowla Momin Khan. The Agents of 
Damajee were put in possession of six gates of the city of Ahmedabad. When 
the Emperor heard of Momin Khan’s success, he sent him a well tempered 
sword, a Sirpeh, an elephant, and the title of Bahadoor. 

In consequence of Momin Khan Bahadoor keeping more than his share of 
the revenues of Ahmedabad, Runkoo’s fell short, but to make it up, the agents 
of that Muratha obliged many Mogul inhabitants to pay double taxes. To 
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remedy these evils, Runkoo made a Treaty with Momin Khan, in the following 
terms:— # 

I. —That a fair division should be made of the city and suburb taxes. 

(Written by Momin Khan) “ By God’s grace there will be no deviation.” 

II. —That the Murathas be allowed to go and came in and out of the city, 
subject to the same privileges or restraints as the Mahomedans, and that there 
should not be both a Muratha and Musulman guard over the Jum&lpoor and 
Khan Jehan gates. 

(Written by Momin Khan) “ My guards shall be withdrawn.” , 

III. —Whereas it was customary for merchants and artificers.to come to 
Murathas as well as to Mahomedans, but a stop having been put to this cus¬ 
tom, it is now agreed that they shall not be prohibited in future. Should such 
men refuse to come on being called by Murathas, it is agreed that a Maho- 
medan police officer shall oblige them, and that there shall be no delay on the 
part of the Mahomedan police in this respect. 

(Written by Momin Khan) “ There shall be no delay, and the merchants and 
artificers shall go and come as usual.” 

IV. —The Kotwals of both Governments shall equally arrange about the 
tolls of the city and cross-roads., In this there shall not be the error of one 
Dum (a pice). Should an error occur,*it must be corrected and accounted for. 
It is also agreed that an equal number of men of both Governments shall sit 
in the Punditkhane (a court of justice), and that all Zamins, Moochulkas, or 
other deeds of bailment, shall be executed in presence of the officers of 
both Governments, so assembled. 

(Written by Morfiin Khan) “ In all upright cases it must be so, tqid the 
Punditkhane shall be as above mentioned.” 

V. —Men of both Governments shall be appointed to preside in the Kucherees 
of the Exchequer and Court of Justice, who shall decide everything properly; 
and if any person is to be summoned, both Governments shall send a police 
officer to call him. 

(Written by Momin Khan) “ The officers of both Governments shall act in 
unison.” 

» 

VI. —Should it so happen that a great part of the Muratha troops are with¬ 
drawn for Moolukgeeree expeditions, the Mahomedans shall not take advan¬ 
tage of their absence by entertaining ambitious designs ; and should there be 
any dispute about the affairs of the province, it is not to be made a cause of 
quarrel with the Muratha Agent in Ahmedabad. For the 'performance of 
these articles let Fida-ood-deen Khan, Abdool Hoossein Khan, Mahomed 
Khan, Sadik Ali Khan, and Zoorawar Khan, stand security. 

(Written by Momin Khan) “ The security required shall no doubt be given.” 

This Treaty was only in force for a few months. Momin Khan paid little 
attention to it; dissensions arose, battles ensued, and Runkoo and he became 
great enemies. Momin Khan’s endeavours to free his Suba from the Mura- 
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thas were rewarded by the Emperor: he received a mark of great distinctiop— 
a golden fish. He was at the same time honoured with the additional title ftf 
Dilawur Jung. i ^ 

Momin Khan, *seeing it would be dangerous to provoke Itunkoo 
came to terms with him, ajid meeting him at Borsud, a fort near Pitlaud, 
made up all their differences, by a cession to the Gaekwar of the Napar Tttpa, 
of ten villages. Some of these villages belonged to Cambay, and some to 
Pitlaud, and they yielded altogether a revenue of Rs. 60,000. Soonjafter 
, this Momin Khan fell sick, and died in Ahmedabad in a. n. 1 155 (a. d. W42). 

On the death of Momin Khan, Fida-ood-dcen Khan, his supposed 
brother, and Muftukhur Khan, his legitimate son, were appointed to the 
charge of affairs in Guzcrat; but both aspiring to be appointed Suba separately, 
they (juarrelled, and soon discovered that their contentions would render them 
worse off than if they had been unanimous. Juwan Murd Khan Babee 
usurped the authority of Sulmdar, and, establishing himself in Ahmedabad, 
turned them out. Muftukhur Khan’s interest had prevailed at Court, and he 
was appointed the Suba just after Juwan Murd Khan had usurped the 
Sulmdaree. Muftukhur Khan wrote to Runkoo for assistance, who promised 
his aid if the expenses of his army were paid. Muftukhur Klmn and Fida 
Khan, again uniting, came to Cambay to Collect f rees. Nizam Khan, the. 
Governor left in Cambay by Momin Khan, his father-in-law, received 
Muftukhur Khan, and treated him with respect. 

Tn the mean time Runkoo, who had formerly acquired the whole of the 
Vecmmguum Purguna, on condition that the Cambay district should pay 
nothing, conceived this a favourable opportunity for obtaining half the revenues 
of that'Purguna for his master. Consultations were held between Nizam Khan, 
Muftukhur Klmn, and Fida-ood-deen Klmn, for counteracting Itunkoo’s 
designs, but that Mu rat lm having come with his army to the Narainsir Tank, 
a mile and a half from Cambay, he soon forced them to yield to his demands, 
and the Gaekwar Nuib entered the city for the collection of half the reve¬ 
nues for Dahmjee. 

After this the arrangements for the capture of Ahmedabad formed the sub¬ 
ject of the consultation of Runkoo and his Cambay friends: Runkoo promised 
his aid the moment he should receive a lakh of rupees. Nizam Klmn, exert¬ 
ing his influence and authority in Cambay, collected about lls. 80,000, which 
were given to Runkoo, who, when he had secured this sum, left Cambay for 
his fort of Borsud, near Pitlaud, saying he would there wait the formation 
of their army, and the payment of the remaining Hs. 20,000. 

The Moguls had too much penetration not to observe that Runkoo had 
taken them in. Vexed at their own stupidity, they quarrelled among them¬ 
selves, and Nizam Khan and Muftukhur Khan uniting* blamed Fida-ood- 
deen Khan as the author of their error, for he had been the most zealous in 
obtaining Hunkoo’s assistance. Fida-ood-deen Khan, either actually grieved, 
or pretending to be so, left Cambay, and, with all his fanyly, lived in Dehwan. 
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as Nizam Khan was going into his bath, he met the wife of m 
of his door-keepers, with whose charms he was immediately struck. The result 
of hiy Intercourse with this woman was the birth of a son in Kuneosa, a village 
three IwOs from Cambay. This son was called Meeah Munnoo, but when 
Jehan Khanum Begum understood who his father was she sent for the child, 
and, giving it the name of Mahomed Kalee, saw that it was well taken 
care of. # * , 

When Mahomed Kalee was one year old, and Nizam Khan had been Chief 
of Cambay ten years, in the year a* a. 1160 (a. j>, 1747), Muftakhtir Khan,, 
by bribing a Hindoo physician, who administered medicines to Nizam Khan 
during an fihiaie, had poison mixed in one of his potions, which had the desired 
effect of killing him, 

Nizam Khan was the first ruler of Cambay who laid a tax on the grain 
brought into the city. Every cart-load was charged four annas, or a quarter of 
a rupee, but the Koonbees for some ■time evaded the weight of this tax by 
putting sixty, instead of, as formerly, thirty-two maunds of grain into one cart. 
When Nizam Khan discovered this, he established a tax ofi^ the quantity of 
grain, at the rate of one tukka or three pice for every five maxmds^fnd this tax 
is still gathered. The whole of the revenues received by Nissan Khan, exclu¬ 
sive of U’bwt was paid to the Cftdkwar, amounted to four lakhs of rupees, three 
and a half lakhs of which weed disbursed for the expenses of the Qovernn^nt 
and bis' own family, and thf rest wag- deposited in the treasury. * * 

On the death of his btotber-in-law, Muftukhur Khan assumed the direction 
of affairs in Cambay. He conceived a dislike to his sister Kljamim Begum, 
rthe widow of Nusam Khan, and pmp&ied her. fn a . h . 1169 ( a . d . 1746), 
Emperor of Delhi Confirmed him ha "foe jphtefehip of Cambay, and 
him Noor-ood^demi Mahomed %hg£ Momin Kha% Bahadoor, with the dfjp 
nity of an Amekr of sjxthc^aan^^ , **. >r 

la the mean time, -Daraa)e6 Hair QhififcWar encamped with an armwat 
Bussoo, a village of Cambay, 1 aeliinfiBte hosa from Carney. His taofoer 
Kundeh Rao, witywfcom he Itlhflfcd a quarrel* was here «^<fapifod to him, 
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and Damajee, as a proof of Us Sincerity^ gave Kundeh Rao the Nenqd Pur- 
guna, and R unkoo’s fort of Borsnd. In consequence of Borsud having been 
given up, Runkoo built for himself, with Damajee’a permission, the fort of 
Omrut, which place from that day has been considered distinct from the Pur- 
gun a to which it then belonged. 

Runkoo, however, was much displeased at his fort of Borsud having been 
taken frdtn him, and, connecting himself with Shere Khan Babee, and 
Rai Sing, the Raja of £dur, he advanced to take it from Kundeh Ban’s gani- 
spn. He effected his purpose, and Kundeh Rao, aided by Noor-ood-deen 
Mqmin. Khan, advanced to retake it. Runkoo, in a sally one day, foil into 
the enemy’s hand, and the garrison surrendered. 

Fida-ood-decn Khan, who had left Dehwan, and taken up his residence in 
Omrut, on learning Runkoo’s misfortune, removed his family to Atteisoomba, 
a town belonging to Jeeta Zummdar. 

In the year a. i>. 1760 Daruajoe Gaekwar, on pretence of supporting the 
party of the widow of thp baboo Raja against the Peshwa Balujce Bajee Rao, 
advanced into Khandesh with a considerable army, wheie he defeated a force 
of the Peshwa’s, and iapidly advanced into the Deccan. The Peshwa, with¬ 
drawing his foices fiom the war then earned on in tl Nizam’s country, march¬ 
ed to oppose Damajee, but finding his efforts w c of no avail, he enteied 
into terms with him, that lie might lull him into an idea of security. This act 
of ti cachet y gained him the possession of Damajee’s peison, who was confined 
upwards of two yeais in the fortiess of Locrur, duung which time his adher¬ 
ents preserved for him his possessions m Guzei at. 

In a. i>. 1751 Juwan Murd Khan Babee, who had usuri>ed the Subadaiceof 
Guzefat, received a message fiom the Pesliwa, lequestmg him to turn out the 
Agents of the Guekwai, and to pay them no longer the ('houth, of winch he 
said the Gaekwar had unjustly taken possession, to his prejudice. It wan also 
intimated that Witul bookdoo would match into < l u/erat with an army, to 
give effect to .luwuu Murd’s exertions. But m consequence of the Peshwa 
being oblige^ to collect all his foices to oppose the views of Salabat Jung, 
\\ itul Sookdeo never advanced to Guzeiat; and a negotiation was set on foot 
between the Peshwa and Damajee, then his piisonei, respecting a paitilion of 
the Chouth. Noor-i>od deen Momin Khan, who w'as at continual variance 
with the Gaekwai Agent in Cambaj, having heaid of the arrangement that 
was in agitation, sent Birjlal, his Secietary, to Poona, to entreat the Peshwra 
to demand Cambay as one of the places w liich the partition treaty should 
tiansfer to him. The wishes of Noor-ood-deen were gratified, and the 
l^shwas Vukcel relieved that of the Gaekwar in Cambay. 

On the final adjustment of the ticaty which assigned to the Gaekwar and 
Peshwa an equal division of the levenues derivable from the Chouth of the 
Suhaof Guzeiat, Uugoonath Rao, the brother of Balajee Rao, the Peshwa, and 
Damajee Gaekwar (now acknowledged by the Peshwa Sovereign of Guzeiat, 
with the title of Sena Khas Khel), appeared at the head of their armies, to 
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4 4 *» A® f** ^.^1166 (a. ». 1781), Puafoo Ptm#t crossed thT&^&er 
sr.wWh ariarwy of the Peshw*. ’ He advanced to Cambtff, where %or-oojd>d^o# 
Mbmrti Khan" prepared” to resist his demands, by increasing his troops* azM^ 
^repairinir the wails of the fort. Punroo Pundit, however, by means of some 
"I able seMht?l Opened his eyes to the futility of resistance, and brought about' 
; ah interview. The end of this visit was an agreement, by which Momin Khan 
1 mddfe Punroo an involuntary present, on parting, of four very sice guns, which. 

J with theif appendages mid people, Punroo carried to A hmedabad, where fi^V/ 
employed* theha against Juwan Murd Khan Babee, but without tfunuig hisp 
object in doing so. ' >< 

As the Peshwa was anxious to have his authority more firmly established in ‘ 
Ouzerat, he sent his brother Rugoonath Uao with a large army, to redtace 
u Ahmedabad. Rugoonath Rao, after a severe combat, expelled Juwan Mqsd^ 
Khan Babee, allowing him to hold the government of the Puttuu, Beoaa- 
nugur, Buraugur, Kheraloo, Beejapoor) and Thuiad Purgunas, besides the 
towns of Radhunpoor, Moonjpooi, Surnee, &c. given to him in Jageor. For 
the towns held in Jageer, Juwan Muid’s biother was to keep up two bundled 
horsemen, to be ready at the call #f the Pcshwa’s Government. 

Shreeput Rao wa*f left m charge of Ahraeaabad, and the army marched to 
Ltmree, where they exacted a present of Rs 40,000 from Uurbumjee, the 
Zummdar of that place, who promised a similar sum yeaily Shrccput Rao 
Repaired to Terrapooi, a village eighteen miles from Cambay, wheie he nego¬ 
tiated the payment by Noor-ood-decn Momin Khan of Rs. 10,000 on account 
oFGhas Dana. • 

The iams of a. h. 1166 (a. d. 1752) were so heavy that many parts of the 
foit of Cambay fell down. Shieeput Uao, homing of this,.thought it a favour-^ 
able opportunity for establishing the Peslnva’s authority more firmly m that 
place, and before the tains were over, that there might be no tune to rebuild 
the broken walls, he prepared a few troops, and sent a man to examine the 
state of the fort and gainson. To prevent Noor-ood-decn Momfo Khan from 
entertaining any suspicion of his design, he made an elegant carriage, on a 
. curious construction, which he fitted up with gold and sflvei hangings, and 
gave out that it was intended to be presented to Rugoonath Uao, and that he 
proposed to Escort it with a considerable number of men through Guzcrat. 
He accordingly left Afraiedabad with a body of horsemen and infantry, and a 
paYty of five hundred Mawaleis (the most dating of the Murafoa tribes), and 
rived in two or three days at Pitlaud, where he made a halt, in older to« 
♦'prepare for the attack on Cambay. Bujlal, the Secretary of Momfsi 
Khap, was just'then returning from Poona, and, as in duty bound, went to pay i 
his compliments to Shreeput Rao. Biqial, from several circumstances, beconlh* 
t suspicious 6f,that Muratjia's designs, and writing to his master to be on bii • 
guaid, Momjh Kh^ti made great preparations. * * 
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Shreeput Rao took advantage#*a tmrK mgi% ia«^ ypth <m guide, marcaai 
silently from Pitlaud ? W %e tia&tt fi)%«fking the r&&4, "they & not-arrive at 
Cambay till about forty minutes Wore bretkof cUy, and on adviudug 
to the place jrhei»e they expected to' fold q breach, their progress was stop^fe^ 
by a new and strong wall. f Observing that there was no guard on the eastern 
gate of the fort, the Mawaleis were sent with scaling ladders, but, on ascend*' 
bag tbe Wall, were repulsed by some men whom they had not observed! 
Bhreeput Rao exhorted his men to afUke another effort, but by the time 1 they 
were induced to do so, Mamin Khan was at the spot with remforQpmen4s,’an# 
beat them bock, with considerable loss on their part. The besiegers then with¬ 
drew, and* rested themselves from the fatigues of the night and morning. The 
next day commenced with an attack, and after fighting oil day, without gaining 
any advantage, Bhreeput Rao intimated to Momin Khan, in the evening, that 
he had received orders from Rugoonath Rao to take Cambay, and to make a 
provision for him by giving him some other'place. Momin Khan replied that 
he would not deliver up the fort, in consequence of which they fought for a week. 

Bhreeput Rao, conceiving it very improbable that the fort would soon be 
surrendered or taken, sent Molisuls on every village belonging to Cambay, 
and seized almost the whole of the revenues for that vear. Momin Khan then 
sent deputies to negotiate an accommodation, wilt ;* was effected, by a pay¬ 
ment of Rs. 7,000 extra to Bhreeput Rao. on account of' Ghas Dana, and the 
re-deli vciy of the villages on which Mohsulb had been sent to Momin Khan. 

Akhar, Emperor of Delhi, had made two Pooras or buburbs to Cambay, 
and when Noor-ood-deen Momin Khan was appointed Chief of Cambay, there 
were nO less than eleven, inhabited by respectable men and artificers. These 
Poorac were almost entirely deserted from the oppressive acts of Noor-ood- 
deen, but chiefly from the violence and rapacity of Shreeput Rao’s army. 
^Cambay has never recovered this blow? but has gone into gradual decay ever 
since. At present there is not a house where these buburbs formerly were, 
excepting a small portion of the Jehanjea Poors, whicli Noor-ood-deen 
surrounded with a wall. The revenues of the Purguna this year collected by 
Momin Khan's Agents amounted to Rs. 60,000, the rest had been collected 
by Shreeput Rao; but of this Rs. 60,000, Rs. 30,000 was paid to the Pebhwa's 
Agent as his master’s share, and the otlier Rs. 30,000 was also paid hit%6n 
condition that no Muratha should in future collect the revenues in the Purguna. 

The conduct of Shreeput Rao rendered Noor-ood-deen suspicious of the 
Murathas, and he increased the establishment of hib Hoops. His time was 
spent in squabbling with the Muratlia Agents, and in extorting money' fftfch 
the inhabitants^ of his city, to defiay the expenses of his extra troops* Ho s 
obtained lalge sums of money, but lost many wealthy and peaceable subject^ 
fin- numbers fled from his oppression. < *■ ; 

In the mean time his Secretary, Biijlal, was deputed to Poona, to complaiu 
of the faithless conduct of Shreeput Rao; but the Peshwa having inquired intb * 
the concerns of Cambay, and understanding: from Bhuswuut Rao. a man who ’ 



\ guufeeeded Met to Cambay without any, troop*, ami’vSlif' 

tfeatedwith the gn^atest inspect by ttoot^dnieep. > An uninhabited haute* 
,>!n one of tibd suburb* was assigned for hit residence^ where Noor-ood-detia 
•visited, him, "and gave him valuable presents, Bhugwunt Rao, bonded by 
/ conceived himself in perfect security, and was even dilatory in 

to carry his orders into execution. He wrote for a Jemadar 
t named Sehavand, hie two hundred Arabs, who were in Ahmedabad^ afiir 
i$p&red they would halt within a few how of Cambay. This letter %as 
by Momfo Khan’s guards on the road, and Noor-ood'-deen holding a cObsufeo* 
tion on its contents, it was resolved to seize Bhugwunt Rao next morning.' 
He set out very early, attended by a strong suite of faithftd adherents, and 
surrounding the house of Bhugwdit Rao while he was yet asleep, made htah 
« and Gungadhur Pundit (a man of great abilities, and a great enemy to 
Noor-ood^Jeen) prisoners, carried them into die fort, and put them in close 1 ' 
confinement j n his own dwelling. 

Betting the power of the Murathas at defiance, he then strengthened his 
fortifications, increased his garrison, and appropriated to his own use the 
Peshwa’s share of the revenues. When the Peshwa heard of these acts, he 
sent orders to the Foujdar of Veerumgaum, to Gunesh Appajee of Jmnbooseer, 
and to the Foujdais of Dubla and Dliundooka, to unite their forces, and' 
obtain the freedom of Bhugwunt Rao, An army of twelve thousand mew 
soon appeared before Cambay, which they battered with their artillery 
for three months, without gaming any advantage. Men of weight and of a 
peaceable disposition induced Momin Khan to sue for an accommodation, 
but the Murathas would listen to no titans, having sent to Bhreeput Rao for 


reinforcements. When they arrived, the Murathas made as little progress 
as before they were sent for, and were then glad to negotiate a peace, by 
means of two Shroffs of Jumbooseer and Pitlaud. The articles of agreement 
were that Bhugwunt Rao should lie liberated on proper security, and the PeshA 
wa receive his usual share of the Cambay levenues. Sunkrajee, a Muratha 
of .‘Consequence, was Bhugwunt Rao’s security, but he soon left Guzerat, 
and,was 6ut of the reach of Noor-ood-deen. 

' Bhugwunt Rao, fearing nothing for his friend, who had beep his bail, and*,, 
ashamed of having been caught in. his own trap, was resolved on revenge, and 
bqgan entertain Arabs and Puthans. In a. h. 1167 (a. n. lffi3) Sudasheo 
> Bfonodbur sueededed "Shreeput Rao as Sirsuba of Guzerat, latter being 


aetomooed to ]the Deccan for more important employment. Bhugwunt Rao, 
W readily assisted by the new Sirsuba, andf laid siege to Cambay for two 
^months, collecting money in the interim throughout the Purguna. SudasheO' 
Damodhur was almost immediately succeeded by llagoo Pundit as Snwdbfa 
fN oor-ood-deen Khan at last came to terms with Bhugwunt Rap^ he 
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promised to pay up the whole of the Peshwa's abate of the JlffidhtieS and taxe^ 
which be had seized during the hie daaaenu&on, and gave a sum of Rb. lOjQQQ 
for everything extra claimed by the Murathas. As Nooi-ood-deen bad %o 
ready money, Tjikojee Bamodhur, a Muratha Sirdar, became bis security, 
and thus ended Bbugwunt Il&o's revenge, and Ins stay in Ouzerat. « 

Noor-ood-deen was much pressed by Tukojee for the payment of the 
R». 10,OQO. Wishing to evade it, he sent an intelligent man to notiee the 
condition of the foit and gamson of Ahmedabad, undei the pretence of 
bearing a message to Tukojee, that he would pay off 1m debt to him in a 
few days. Having gamed by this mentis the information he dewred, he 
reserved on trying the temper of the Muiathas, and the mettle of bis own 
tftops, who wereicallmg aloud for pay, by making an incursion into one 
of the Peshwa’s districts. He accordingly cios&ed the Saburmutee river, 
and plundered the whole eountiy as far as Puclmm, in the JDhundooka Pur- 
gyba, carrying off men, women, and cattle, which he di«tnbuted among 
his troops in heu of pay. He was not surpmed, foi he m wrap measure 
expected that the Mmalhas, fiom inability, would not tall him to account 
for this act. Gaming confidence b\ his success and its piofituble issue, he 
matched to take Gotro, then subject to the Peshwa He succeeded in 
reducing this place, and left lbiahim Khar* with c< hundred men to preserve 
it. lie* exacted money fiom eveiy town and village* through which he 
passed on his retum. 

On arnvmg at Cambay, he fitted out a force undei the command of Moeiza 
Mahomed Zeman, the son of Fidn-ood-decn Khan, and sent it on a piedatoiy 
expedition to Kattywar, with instructions to do all possible mischief. The 
Zumivdars of Kattywai weie glad to comjiound by eonsidetable Nimnanas, 
in order to save then distuct^ from luin. This force icmamcd two months in 
the field, and collected a laige booty,#duth was dmcled among the tioops. 

On the return of tins four, Nooi-ood-dcen maichcd to the Pitlaud districts, 
and leceived the submission of the Zunnndars, who agieed to pay him a 
fourth of then produce in monc v, if he would not plunder then villages He 
plundcied a< far as Anund Mggiec, and irtuied victorious and nch to Cambay 

He made a second expedition with less bucee^s. He maichcd against Bor- 
«nid, already fiequently mentioned, near to Pitlaud, and battered the walls 
for some days, without making any impulsion. Ho then resolved to attempt 
the place by escalade, and with this design he had the gieatest*-poition of his 
troops under arms the whole of the night, without once trying to get m, on 
account of thfe aleitness which cwciywheie pi evaded in the gamson. About 
11 o’clock m the foienoon, while many of his troops were asleep, $vajee 
Gaekwar, who had marched fiom Baroda the night before, surprised his camp; . 
the stragglers on its outside immediately fled, and Syajee Gaektvar, "conceiving 
the whole might bepanic-sttuck by a bold and immediate attack, rushed into 
the encampment A bloody battle ensued, and man fbdght with man.* I?oor-ood- 
deen, awakened by the noise of arms; ran with his personal guard tcrtfte place 
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where he was toki the pressure of the Mtomthas wag greatest Me /slew many 
with his own hand, and exerted himself so manfully that the Murathas gave 
way. Syajee meeting With greater resistance than 1# at first imagined, and 
his troops being fatigued with their long inarch, ordered n retreat. Noor- 
ood-deen, conceiving he bad done enough not to get beat, retreated iu good 
carder to Cambay. • ' „ 

Shortly after this event, very heavyr^rain fell, and destroyed many buildings, 
and great part of the fort of Ahmedabad. When Noor-ood-deen learned this, 
he determined on attempting the capture of that pface ; but his designs wefe 
spread abroad by his imptudeut counsellors, and reaching the knowledge of 
Ragoo Pundit, the Sirsuba, that commander made preparations against the 
meditated attack. He sent tluoe meu ip disguise as spies to Alimedubad. 
Meer Sliums-ood-decn was sci/cd oud turned out by Hagoo Pundit, but Lall 
Khan and Sbumboornm escaped unnoticed. The former muidercd Rajjjoo 
Pundit, and, flying to Cambay, told Noor-ood-deen that there was now «tO 
time to be lost in carrying his plans ini o, effect. 

Noor-ood-deen immediately despatched a,force under Mahomed Zcman Khan, 
sou of Fida-ood-deen Khan, and Birjlal, Ins Secretary, to Ahmedabad ; but in 
consequence of their having gone by Dholka, they could not re-cioss the 
Saburmutee for some time, that livfa hajing been swelled by heavy lains. Lall 
Khan and Shumbooiam weie in the mean time very active in assembling 
Kolees and other people to aid the expedition. 

Everything being in readiness, Aga Rashid Beg, the brother-in-law of 
Nooi-ood-dcens wife, matched flora Cambay with five hundied men, well armed 
and equipped, onth§ 12th of Mohuium a. h. 1170 (a. d. 1756). They udicshed 
themselves at Kan a, and were opposed by a few Muratha troops at Nootwulla, 
whom they defeated, in consequence of Shumbooiam joining during the 
engagement with a gieatbody of Knleflrand other inegulais, who were as little 
expected by the Murathas at* they were by Aga Rashid Beg. Slmmhooiam, 
who had been appointed senior m command to Aga Rashid Beg, proved him¬ 
self an Hitful officer. Conceiving that Jjie Murathas would have^ the gieatost 
pait of their troops posted at the hi caches nia& by the rams, he detei mined 
on applying his scaling laddeis to me of the sliongest and highest cuitams of 
tlie fort, which he found, as he expt eted, totally detent i less. On the 21st of 
Mohurum the attack was earned into execution, and Ahmedabad ft 11 to 
Noor-ood-deen’e commander. The I)ut< 1>, who ii.ul a factory in the foit, filed 
on the besiegers, but Shumbooiam intimating to them that lie had no intentions 
of hostility against them, they ceased filing. Noor-oocl-deen received iutelli- 
gehce of the success of his aims about midnight, and that mgtant proceeded 
to Ahmedabad, leaving Meerza Mahomed Zeman, Shall Zadee, of Peisia (who 
had formerly received a village of Cambay in Inam, winch his descendants 
now enjoy), as his Deputy in charge of Cambay. He airived in Ahmedabad 
on the 22nd evening of the Mohurum. 

He sent Birjlal, his Secrelary^to Cambay, to act in that capacity to Mahomed 
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Zeraan, and appointed Shumbooram his Dewan in Ahmedabad. His first 
acts in the city were to extort money, and to commit the most unprincipled 
outrages and cruelties. 1 *"The tyranny of Noor-ood-deen in Ahmedabad is still 
spoken of in Guzerat, and forms a standard for the measure of oppression. 

The Murathas, aided by Juwan Murd Khan Babee, did all they could to 
annoy Momin Khan, but this all amounted to the plunder of the Cambay 
Purgunas,* whence they were driven by Aga Rashid Beg with twelve 
hundred men. 

< The news of these evefits filled Balajee Rao, the Pesliwa, with rage: he 
instantly despatched Sudasheo Ramchunder, his most intimate friend, with a 
large force to Guzerat, that, joining with Damajce Gaekwar, he might retake 
Ahmedabad. When Noor-ood-deen heard of Ramchunder’s arrival on the 

Ki 

confines of Guzerat, he blocked up the gates of Ahmedabad with brick and 
chunam, and awaited in confidence the storm which threatened to burst on his 
head. Ramchunder, before he advanced, addressed him by letter, and halted 
till the receipt of a reply. 11 e wrote to him “that it was of no avail to op¬ 
pose the Peshwa, whose hand had stretched over all Hindoostan, and who, 
having taken on himself the burden of the affairs of Jlind, no one dared to 
provoke to enmity; that it would be fitting he shor'd lay down his arms, and, 
conceiving that what he had done never had been done, lift up the bed of 
hostility and retire to Cambay, his former place of abode.” 

Noor-ood-deen, considering ten thousand well equipped horsemen and in¬ 
fantry, besides Kolees and other irregular troops, were sufficient to keep the 
Murathas at bay, wrote a cavalier answer to Rameluinder’s letter, which in¬ 
duced that commander to march to Ahmedabad without delay. The besiegers’ 
batteries opened on the 15th of liubec-ool-Sanee a. h. 1170 (a. i). 175(>), and 
the Muratha influence was established in a very short time throughout the 
whole country. Nothing remained bill the city of Ahmedabad. On hearing 
this, the cruelty and rapacity of Noor-ood-deen had no bounds : he plundered 
the inhabitants of Ahmedabad, and flogged those who would not discover their 
little treasures. Poverty and distress pervaded every quarter of the city, and 
the splendour of Ahmedabad^was extinguished by his tyranny. It never 
recovered, and it is now very improbable that it ever will recover the blow 
which it received from this tyrant. Shumhooraim. proved himself a second 
Noor-ood-deen, and in many instances surpassed him in cruelty. The Guze- 
ratees to this day vouch for the authenticity of their words or defds by saying 
they are ready to swear that they are as true as that Shumbooram will be sent 
to Nirg (the Hindoo hell) on the Day of Judgment. 

The siege o£ Ahmedabad had lasted nine months, till the end of Zehige 
a. h. 1171 (a. d. 1757), without the smallest advantage having been gained by 
the besiegers. At this time Rugoonath Rao, the Peshwa’s ■ brother, was at 
Delhi, superintending the affairs of the Emperor. Momin Khan, who was not 
exactly aware of the influence of Rugoonath Rao in the councils of the 
Emperor, sent hoondees for Rs. 20,000, which he forced from the Ahmedabad 
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Shroffs, and solicited the appointment of Subadar of Guzcrat from the Court; 
but, as might be expected, he never £ot an answer. 

The siege continued three months longer, when Noor-ood-deen was obliged 
to surrender the fort, from want of provisions and the clamours of his troops. 
He was permitted to retire to Cambay, after withdruy mg his Thann from (logo, 
and admitting the Peshwa’s Agent to receive, as formerly, half of the revenues 
of Cambay. The Murathas obliged him to give up his miscreant General, 
Shumbooram, who was put to death for his cruelties. Noor-ood-deen was 
escorted to Cambay by a Muratha force, and received Us. 10,000 of ]{s. 70,000 
w'hich the Peshwa’s commander had agreed to give him to enable him to pay 
his troops. Damajee Gaekwar was security for tin* payment ofihh balance. 


The Muratha re-occupations were made permanent by the entry of Sudashco 
Itamchundcr and Damajee into Ahmedabad, on the lSlh of J umadeo-ool-Sancc 
a. n. 1171 (a. d. 1757). 

Noor-ood-deen’s first act on entering Cambay was to mulct the wealthy 
inhabitants. Birjlal, again his Chief Minister, was sent to Ahmedabad, and 
shortly after returned, bearing the result of his negotiations with Damajee. 
Noor-ood-deen, conceiving he had acted treacherously, instantly put him to 
death, and a man of the name of Coolab I lac, of as diabolical a nature as 
Noor-ood-deen, succeeded to his employment. 

Noor-ood-deon’s cruelties increased every day, and respectable men, such as 
Meer Nizam-ood-dcen, Zahid Ali,* Mahomed ilushain, and Mahomed Iluja, 
left Cambay. The last two entered into a scheme for mining Noor-ood-deen, 
which was seconded by Sudashco Kamclmndor, the Peshwa’s Sirsubu ; but he 
eluded their efforts by his cunning. 

The armies of Damajee and Sudashco llamehunder continued at thi* time 
marching about in Guzcrat, and Momin Khan, fearful of their designs, from 
their being almost without employment, wrote a letter to the Peshwa, stating 
that he would pay him his respects at Poona, provided he would order the 
Murathas in Guzcrat not to molest Cambay during his absence. The Peshwa 
sent the requisite orders, hut Sudasheo threatened Cambay with destruction if 
he presumed to leave it with* of. paving up Us. 20,000, arrears of Cambay 
revenue due to the Peshwa. Noor.ood-deen made some futile excuse, which 
induced Sudasheo to make a movement towards Cambay, and which, ns he 
expected, had the desired effect of making him pay the claim. 

Noor-ood-dtsen, in consequence of the delay in his departure, and of its 
cause, wrote a number of falsehoods, mixed with some, real occurrences, in a 
letter to the Peshwa, who, deceived by his representations, sent an order to 
Sudasheo to pay back the Its. 20,000, and with this order soil, guides and 
Kosids, under charge of a respectable Musuhnan, to conduct Noor-ood-deen 
to Poona. The order to Sudasheo was immediately transmitted to him by 
Noor-ood-deen. Sudasheo, who was at Bahcdnor, replied that a,-> he had not 
taken a farthing more than his master’s due, he would not send him buck the 
lls. 20,000. This occurrence detained Noor-ood-deen six months longer, 
10 
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and at the; e nd of that time Sudaslieo repaired to Poona; but as Noor-ood- 
deen did not wish to be confronted with him, he did not leave Cambay for 
some time longer. lie disembarked at Bombay, and arrived at Poona on the 
‘Jnd Safer a. n. 1173 (a. d. 1759), where the Peshwa received him with atten¬ 
tion, and sent respectable, men to welcome his arrival. The Peshwa’s cousin, 
Sudaslieo Kao, met him at the gate of the fort, and conducted him before 
Balajce Kao, who, embracing him, seated him beside himself, and inquired 
into his concerns. 


A tew days after Noor-ood-decn’s arrival, the Peshwa, accompanied by his 
son Wishvvas Kao, his brother Slnimshcre Bahadoor, and his cousin Sudaslieo 
Kao, paid him a vbit, and conversed with him on business, and on indifferent 
subjects, fi>r about throe hours. Noor-ood-deen, from his long intercourse 
with the Muralhas, was well aware of the manner in which it was possible to 
please them, lie gave presents of uncommon value to the Peshwa 
and his relations, and distributed so many turbans among his attendants, 
that the Dccc.inccs declared lie was the most generous, best-hearted 
fellow they had ever Known. This display of liberality, added to Momin 
Khan’s charaelei for hraterv, gained him great respect. Me remained two 
months at Poona, and on his departure the Pesl* a presented him with an 
elephant and presents, according to the custom ot the Muralhas. Whatever 
Noor-ood-dcon’s views were in visiting the Peshwa, the existing relations 
between them continued the same as formerly. He formed a treaty, however, 
the due performance of the articles of which by Noor-ood-deen was guaranteed 
by the (Jovernor of Bombay. During his stay in Bombay be wrote, a letter 
to the Coml of Directors, which was forwarded by the. fjovernor of Bombay. 
This‘letter was couched in terms of friendship, and of inferioiify. ’flic 
Honorable < \>iirl replied to it in a most gracious way, and the answer was 
kept as a record, to be spoken of to every English Kesident,or to any Native 
power with whom Noor-ood-deen had business. The consequence assumed 
by IMoor-ood-deon, on being honoured with such a mark of the consideration 
of a powcilul (Jovernment, is only to be equalled by the care with which his 
successors have preserve*! it. lie travelled overland to Surat, and arrived at 
Cambay on the l!Uh Jumadec-ool-Sanee a. ii. 117.3 (a. d. 1759). 

(Junesh Appujee, who had been for many years the Peshwa’s Agent in 
Jumbooscor and Mukhnobadad, was in a. n. 1759 appointed Sirsuba of Cu- 
7.ernt. In 17(50 lie attacked the fort of Ometa, one of the Original eighty- 
four dependencies of Cambay, and obliged the llajpoot Haja to pay him 
Ks. 11,000. From Ometa, (umesh Appajee proceeded to Dcwan, and 
thence to Cambay, where he had an interview with Noor-ood-deen, 
who cultivated a friendly intercourse, wdiieh ended very much to Noor-ood- 
deen’s advantage. It was determined that the Peshwa’s Agent in Cambay 
should be w ithdrawn,and that a yearly sum of Rs. 84,000 should be paid in lieu 
of every claim by the Muralhas. 

It was on the 7th January 1701 that the Muratha armies under Sudasheo 



CAMBAY. 


ltao Bhow, and Wishwas Kao, the son of Balajee, were defeated by the Em¬ 
peror’s troops at Paniput. On this occasion Sooja-ood-Dowla wrote, unionist 
others, to Noor-ood-deen, to assemble troops and drive the Mura tints from the 
the province of Guzerat. Noor-ood-deen in a very short time collected five 
thousand infantry and one thousand horse, ami was joined by Neknam, ('hid 
of Surat. When Neknam’s troops were rested from their march, they wore 
ordered to plunder the district of Dhundooka, that they might collect money 
to pay the expenses of the armament. 

Guticsh Appnjee, who strictly observed fhe conduct of Momin Khan, ad 
vanced with a force within seven koss of Cambay, whence he sent u messon-* 
ger to demand of Noor-ood-deen the reason of his entertaining frdops, and 
making warlike preparations. Noor-ood-deen desired that a Murat ha called 
Bhugwau might be sent to him, and that he would explain his reasons to him. 
Bhugwan repaired to the neighbourhood of the fort, where lie was met by 
Noor-ood-deen, who showed him the order he had received from the Impciial 
Court, and told him that his great respect for. Gunesh Appnjee induced him to 
advise him in the most strenuous manner to escape, while it was yet. time, with 
his family and valuables, and permit him to establish himself in Almudabad. 
lie then told him that an imperial army w r as no doubt by this time in Malwa, 
and that if Gunesh Appnjee did not fly before its arrival, even his influence 
would in all probability not be able to prevent its murdering every Muratha 
who came in its wav. 

The instant Appajee hoard the message of Noor-ood-deen, he prepared to 
commence hostilities. 11 is first act was to plunder the whole of the. Cambay 
district. On the 1 lith of Itnmzan, news arrived that Ahmed Shah had gone 
off to Lahore; that Sooja-ood-Dowla had returned to Lucknow, and the! the 
Muratluis were again in force in Ilindoosfan. Appajee, on learning these 
welcome tidings, curried on his schemes against Oambay with vigour, though 
with little success. Jle. advanced to within four koss of Cambay, where 
Noor-ood-deen tried to force him to an engagement, but without eflect. Jle 
then went to AJuuedabad, whence he sent reinforcements to the camp at 
Cambay. 

In the mean time, Damajce Gn<-Vwar entered Barodaon the IstofSlmwal 
A. ii. 1174 (a. d. 17(50), Inning returned from the siege of Gwalior, which fell 
to the arms of Mulhar Ilolkar u few months before, lie sent his second son, 
Govind Kao, with a force to aid Appajee’s troops in reducing Noor-ood-deen, 
hut before they could arrive Noor-ood-deen had forced an engagement, in 
which he was completely defeated. The Deccanccs Laid vvakte his whole 
Purguna, and twice levied contributions from the village of Terrapoor, and then 
set fire to it. 

Noor-ood-deen, greatly distressed by these events, was obliged to sue lor an 
accommodation, which was granted to him, on terms that added to his grief, 
lie was forced to engage to pay the Peshwa half his icvenucs, as formerly, 
to admit a Muratha Agent to see that he did so faithfully, and to make. 
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good the difference between Its. S4,000 and half the revenues, from the time 
(muesli Appajee had induded the whole Mhuatha claims in that amount. He 
discharged his troops, after pacing them by the most tyrannical extortions he 
had yet made in (’ambuy. 

lu the end of this year }ie threw his accomplice in oppression, tioolab Hae, 
into confinement, on a charge of having appropriated Its. 4,000 of some eon- 
tributions.to his own use. Aga ihi-hid Beg, the husband of bis wife’s natural 
sister, was then promoted to the otliee of (uiolsib Hue. 

Balujcc Jfao, who had advanced as far as Oojein to support his armies in 
Ifindoostan, there heard of the defeat they hud sullered, and of the death of 
his beloved son Wishwas lino. LI is grief knew no bounds, and be was carried 
bark to I’ooua in a state of in-unity, where he soon after expired, on the Ibth 
of Zilkad a. ii. 1174 (a. d. 1700). in consequence of his death, distraction 
took place in the affairs of the Mural has, and the province of (luzer.it became 
the seat of the operations of a lawless banditti of Kateos and Kolees, whose 
depredations mined the country for many years. 

Noor-ood-doen, from the year a. n. 1171 ( v. n. 1700) till A. ii. 11X0 
(a. d. 1700), kept on good terms with the .Murathas; hut during that time he 
half depopulated the city of Cambay by his enor 'ities and oppression.-, lu 
the year a. i>. 1700, being at a loss for object- on ..horn lie might satiate his 
avarice and cruelty, his worthy Minister, Aga Uashid Beg, devised a plan lbr 
obtaining the hidden treasures of the Brahmins. These men were ordered to 
assemble in one place, and to read prayer- and perform incantations for the 
health and prosperity of the tyrant. They had done this for -i.\ days, each 
receiving on his departure a quarter of n rupee per day for victuals. On the 
seventh day, the enclosed eour}, in which they were assembled was surrounded 
by armed men, and every Brahmin was seized and tortured, by having red-hot 
nails thrust into the palms of his hands and the lips of his lingers, till he dis¬ 
covered his hidden treasures ; those who had none were not believed, and 
sullered great, injury. He collected in two days Hs. ‘J,00,000. Many learned 
Brahmins, who had till this time resided in Cuuihay, lied from the holy 
Kooarka Khesliiter,* the instant they were liberated by the tyrants who had 
ruined their fortunes and polluted their bodies. 

Aga lhishid Beg’s fate can hardly be lamented, after taking so active a part 
in so diabolical a transaction. Noor-ood-deen had fallen in love with Kootu- 
bee Khaiuun, Aga Uashid’s wife, ami the natural sister of his own. To induce 


• In ancient times the place where t’nmbaj is now situated was called Kooarka Khcshitcr, 
and was inhabited by brahmins, who lived m the purity enjoined them by their faith. It 
derived its name “ Kooarka” from a temple dedicated to the Devi under that appellation. 
“ Kheshiter” sighities a pure place. The extent of the ground called Kooarka Kheshiter was 
eight miles rouud the Tagoda, in the vicinity of which were the habitations of about ten 
thousand men, employed in trade cm a very small scale. (See Kooarka Kund Grunt.) 

The Knglisli factory is built on the spot where the Devi's temple formerly stood, but a part 
of it is still to he seen, minutely carved, and of a quadrangular form, jutting out from the 
w all surrounding the south side of the factory. 
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the husband to be a contented spectator of his wife's frailty and his own cri¬ 
minal lust, he promoted him to in* his Secretary; but having discovered 
that he had purloined some of the money forced from the Brahmins, he threw 
him into prison, whence he was released after a month’s confinement, but only 
to live in disgrace. Ainbha Ham, a writer, was blpwn from a gun for having 
faithfully served Aga Hashid. After two years’ residence in Cambav, Aga 
Hashid in 1708 had embarked with his wife and family on board a boat 
bound to Surat, when Noor-ood-decn sent messengers the night before tin* 
boat was to sail, to .summon Aga Hashid before him. As he was coining along 
on foot, the link-hov who conducted the party extinguished his light, and the 
messengers murdered Aga Hashid on the spot. 11 is family arrived in safety 
at Surat. 


In the year 17(H) Noor-ood-decn, to protect his I’urguna from the ravages 
of the Katees, agreed to pay them a yearly sum of Us. 4,000, and to allow 
them to pass unnoticed through his district, on condition that they would not 
plunder his villages. 

Datnajpc (iaekwar, who had gone to Poona in a. i>. I7(i‘2 to defend the 
cause of Hugoonath Hao, on returning to (Ju/crat punished many petty Chiefs 
who had committed outrages, and raised themselves to independence; nor 
did the lVshwu prohibit. Damajee in his design of rendering them tributary to 
himself. Damajec, after successfully attacking Knjpccpla in a. i>. I7(>4, and 
placing a detachment of Arabs and Sindocs in Shcrcgnr, repaired to Baroda, 
w here, alter a stay of two months, he marched against and ml need Kami, 
and then proceeded to Ahmedabad, where lie. placed (iopal Hao as Sirsnha, 
(iimcsh Appnjee's troops refusing to come out of the fort till they were paid 
their arrears. 1 le then went to Beesamigur, with his son, Puttch Siig, then 
twenty years of age, which place, after a siege of twenty-two months, submit - 
ted to his authority. He also took from Juwan .Mill'd Khan Babee all the 
places given him by the Pesliwa, excepting the five districts he had receiv¬ 
ed in Jagecr. Damajec, who was a great chemist, had freipiently attempted 
to discover the philosopher’s stone, and it was from inhaling the noxious 
vapours of some poisonous combination that he died in Pultun,* August A. i>. 
17<)S. Me was succeeded by his jeldest son, Syajee Hao, who being deranged 


in his intellects, Futteh Sing,* the third son of Damajec, administered his 


affairs with all the power of independence. 


During the administration of Puttch Sing Hao, Noor-ood-decn kept on very 


* This is a mistake. On his death, in 1708, Damajec left four suns, named Syajee (who 
was an imbecile), Govind Rao, Manojee Rao, and Futteli Sing. Syajee, the eldest son, being 
deranged in his intellect, Govind Rao cluimed the light to succeed, which f^aun was recognised 
by the Pesliwa on the payment by Govind Rao of fifty lakhs rupees, the promise of an 
annual tribute of nearly eight lakhs of rupees, and the sen ices of a large body of horse. 
This arrangement continued until the year 1772, when, to the prejudice of Govind Rao, 
Futteli Sing induced the Pesliwa to recognise Syajee’s claim, and to appoint him (Fntteh 
Sing) his Mootulik or Deputy.— lidilur. 
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good terms with the Oaekwa^ Government. In a. d. 1772 dissensions arose in 
Poona between Rugoonath llao and Naraydn Rao, which ended in the murder 
of the latter, and the establishment in power of the former, who dismissed 
Govind Rao, the second son of Damajec Gaekwar, to take the authority held 
by his brother Futteh Sing in Baroda into his own hands. While Govind 
Rao was engaged in the siege of Baroda, Narayen Rao’s wife was delivered of 
a son, who, was placed, to the prejudice of Rugoonath Rao, on the Peshwa’s 
Musnud. Rugoonath Rao, after various adventures, sought protection from 
Noor-ood-deen of Cambay, who refused to admit him inlo the city. Rugoo¬ 
nath Rao then went to Bhownugur, whence he embarked on a ship to Bombay. 

In llie yfear a. i>. 1774, Rugoonath Rao arrived at Cambay with some 
English troops, commanded by General Stewart, whose heroic acts acquired 
him the name of Stewart Phankra (or the hero). Rugoonath Rao wished 
much to take Cambay from Noor-ood-deen, for his behaviour to him in pass¬ 
ing through it some time before, but by means of Sir Charles Mulct, the Eng¬ 
lish Resident at Cambay, a reconciliation was effected between them, and 
Rugoonath Rao gave Noor-ood-deen very valuable presents. Shortly after 
this, the famous battle fought between the English and Murathas between the 
villages of Wowta Bailla and Arras, in which the Muratluis were completely 
routed, took place. ' 

In A. u. 1777 Futteh Sing requesting the assistance of* Noor-ood-deen in 
opposing his brother Govind Rao, Noor-ood-deen joined him at Pitlaud with 
five hundred men, but returned to Cambay, as he was mourning for a relation, 
leaving his troops with Futteh Sing. A battle was fought between the 
brothers at Neriad, in which Futteh Sing was victorious. Govind Rao fled 
to Aluv.edabad, and Kundch Rap, Damajee’s brother, who'was leagued w ith 
him, took refuge in Kurrc. After this Noor-ood-deen joined Futteh Sing a 
second time, his days of mourning being past. Futteh Sing on this occasion^ 
pressed Noor-ood-deen to keep up a force on the banks of the Saburmutee, to 
repel the incursions of the Katees. Noor-ood-deen consented, on Futteh Sing 
assigning him the revenues of six villages of the Pitlaud and Mahter Purgunas 
(of Pitlaud, KUnjut, Kuneesa, Sath, and Bhunbheeny ; of Mahter, Jheeker, and 
Ghorar) so long as he continued to do so. The revenues of these villages 
amounted to Rs. fl,O0O. 

Noor-ood-deen, after receiving the benefits of this arrangement, was so faith¬ 
less as to remain in league with the Katees. Futteh Sing demanded an expla¬ 
nation of his conduct, which Noor-ood-deen never gave him. Necessity at 
last obliged him to keep a force on the Saburmutee, for the Katees, hearing of 
his engagement with Futteh Sing, plundered a gi eat part of his district. Ac¬ 
cordingly in 1778 he posted fifteen hundred infantry and five hundred horse¬ 
men between Terrapoor and the Mahter Purguna. 

When Noor-ood-deen had thus effectually stopped the possibility of a Katee 
invasion, he intimated to Futteh Sing that the expense of this force exceeded 
his means of maintaining it, and requested that he might be reimbursed 



CAMBAY. 


79 


in a sum equal to as much ns the Katee plunder generally amounted to. 
Before he received an answer froln Futteh Sing, conceiving his demand a 
matter of right, he levied by force a very large sum of money from the Pitlaud 
Purguna. In consequence of this, Futteh Sing agreed to pay him a yearly 
sum of Rs. 9,000 from himself, and Its. 10,000 /rom the Peshwa, besides 
Its. 2,500 from the Mahter Purguna. 

When General Goddard entered Gnzerat in a. d. 1780, Futteh Sing bought 
his friendship with Rs. 10,00,000, for the payment of which he gave his 
daughter as an hostage. By means of the influence of General Goddard, and 
from the occurrence of many events connected with Jps appearance in Guzerat, 
Futteh Sing (who received from the General, after the capture of ^hmecialmd 
by that officer, all that portion of Guzerat which had been subject to the Pesh¬ 
wa), did not exact the revenues paid by Cambay to Ihe Peshwa. The 
Phoorza gate was unwillingly given up by Noor-ood-deen to the Company, as 
some acknowledgment of the favour done him through General Goddard. It 
was only kept during the residence of Sir Charles Malet at Cumbay. By a 
succession of extraordinary events the Peshwa again acquired his possessions 
in Guzerat, and amongst the rest the revenues of Cambay. Though the 
Peshwa had always had a half of the revenues it was only nominal, for Noor- 
ood-deen contrived to make them*be satisfied with less than a fourth; and this 
was the reason that the Pcshwa’s share was from 17G6 always termed a Choutli, 
or fourth, and not, as formerly, Nisf, or half. 

Khan Jchan, the legitimate son of Noor-ood-deen, by his wife Budee-ool- 
Jumal, was secretly murdered by his father in a. d. 1772. Moerza Zeman, who 
was accessory to this wicked act, was promoted to Khan Johan's office of 
Naib, and had great influence in the councils of IJoor-ood-dccn. Ibid not 
his promotion to office been stained with crime, he would have deserved the 
praises bestowed on him by the inhabitants of a miserable and oppressed city, 
who had a respite from oppression for ten years that he administered the affairs 
of Noor-ood-deen. In a. d. 1782 Meerza Zeman was thrown into prison. 
When he was taken out, he was brought before the Nuwab, who gave him 
some paltry presents, and his dismissal from office. 

Meerza Zeman was succeeded m power by a woman of the most abandoned 
course of life, who, being a descendant of Abdool Hussein Dehlamce, whose 
history is already related, it may be proper to say something respecting her 
and her family. Abdool Hussein had a son and a daughter: the latter, as 
before stated, married Meerza J after Nizam-ood-Dowla, the founder of the 
Cambay family ; the former, Bakur Khan, was appointed Subadar of Kash- 
mere, at the time Meerza Jaffer, his brother-in-law, came intp Guzerat with 
Ubhi Sing. Bakur Khan was expelled by the Kashmesees, and fled to his rela¬ 
tions in Guzerat, where he remained unemployed. He had one son, Mahomed 
Jan, illegitimate, at present residing in Cambay, and who a few years ago tra¬ 
velled overland to England. Bakur Khan’s daughters were Budee-ool-J umal 
or Khanum Jan, legitimate, and three illegitimate, Zabda Khanum, Kootbec 
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Khartum, and Jumeela Begum. Budee-ool-Jumal was married to Noor-ood- 
dcen Momin Khan, who had one son fty her, Khan Jehan, murdered, as 
above stated, by his father. Zabda Khanum died in early life. J umeela Beguno^ 
married a man called Meerza Mahomed Ali, who had a daughter by her, called 
Mah Munzil-ool-Nissa, and this daughter has illegitimate issue a daughter, 
who now* resides in Delhi, and bears the name of her mother, Mah Munzil- 
ool-Nissa >Begum. Kootbee Khanum was married to Aga Rashid Beg, 
whose murder by Noor-ood-deen is above related. This woman, on her arrival 
at Surat, gave herself up to the most abandoned practices, and qualifying 
herself in wickedness to Jje a suitable companion for Noor-ood-deen, she wrote 
to him that she was distracted at their distant separation, and begged he would 
be so kind as to furnish her with the means of returning to Cambay. Noor- 
ood-deen, bringing to recollection the charms on which he had once doted, 
sent her money and valuable presents. Had the Mahomedan laws permitted, 
he would have married her; but they forbid marriage with two sisters. 

It was to the diabolical machinations of this infamous woman that the 
inhabitants of Cambay became a prey after ten years of comparative happi¬ 
ness. Her rapacity was as great as its duration was short. Noor-ood-deen 
died on the 28th of Sufur a. h. 1198 (a. j>. 178 ), after having oppressed 
Cambay for thirty-three Mahomedan years. The character of this man 
may be comprised in a few words:—Rancour, malignity, ingratitude, and low 
cunning strove for an ascendancy in his disposition; while his cruelty and 
avarice incited him to commit acts that would have stained the fame of a 
barbarian ruler in the eyes of his unpolished subjects, lie frequently acted 
the part of a madman, but he played the role of a diabolical knave to 
admiration. „ ** 

lie instituted in a. d. 1768 a tax of one anna in the rupee on every article of 
wearing apparel, and on everything edible, sold in the city of Cambay: this 
tax is still levied. Ilis intrigues with Sindia, and his ingratitude to the Com¬ 
pany’s Government, are not related, since he neither derived benefit from the 
former, nor punishment for the latter. 

Four months before his death, Noor-ood-deen caused Mahomed Kulee to 
be placed in his hall of state, and he there appointed him his successor. But 
when Noor-ood-deen died, Mahomed Kulqp had a dreadful conspiracy to 
contend against, headed by the infamous Kootbee Khanum, in favour of her 
son, Meerza Janee, by Noor-ood-deen, and supported by the greatest part of 
the Mogul population of Cambay. Mahomed Kulee was backed by the Raja 
of Ahmode’s daughter, a mistress of Noor-ood-deen, who had protected 
Mahomed Kulqe’s wife, Jognee Khanum, after the death of her mother Meethee, 
the slave girl of the Raja of Ahmode’s daughter, who, enjoying the favour of 
Noor-ood-deen, as well as her mistress, had the fortune to bear him this 
daughter. 


• A. D. 1812. 
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Mahomed Kulee gained the ascendancy, and Kootbee Khanum, with kit : 
sister,.Jumeela Begum, was expeUed*from Cambay with a number of Moguls. 

, s Little occurred daring the six years’ government of Mahomed Kulee. He. 
ruled in. quietness, and the people were contented with hjp administration. 
The only circumstance that occurred worth relating is that lie gave protection 
to a man called Tapeedas, who, having committed a misdemeanour in the 
Gaekwar village of Walore, of which he was Patel, was pursued by Futteh 
Sing. Mahomed Kulee refusing to deliver up Tapeedas* when required to do 
so by Futteh Sing, a Gaekwar force marched to Cambay, and obliged him to 
pay them a fine of R$. 15,000. Tapeedas fled to Bhownugur. Mahomed 
Kulee and Futteh Sing were ever after on good terms. Mahomed Kuleeftlied 
on the 22nd of Jumadee-ool-Awul a. h. 1204 (a. u. 1789-90), and Futteh 
Sing 1 survived him a very short time. M&najee Kao succeeded his brother 
Futteh Sing jn the direction of the affairs of Baroda. 

Mahomed Kulee left three sons, Futteh Ali, Bunded) Ali, und Yover Ali, 
the eldest of whom, Futteh Ali, the present* Nuwab, succeeded his father in 
the year Sumvut 1846 (a. d. 1789-90). * Manajee, immediately on his acces¬ 
sion to the management of affairs in Baroda, sent people to seize the Bix 
villages, which he said had been given to Noor-ood-deen by Futteh Sing 
because Noor-ood-deen’s expense* and their friendship w^re great, but that 
both of these causes liad died with the men. Futteh All immediately des¬ 
patched Dilput Jiao to Baroda with ’presents, on the occasion of Manajee’s 
accession to power, and to establish a conciliatory Intercourse with him, the 
sole view of which was that the seizure of the villages should not take place, 
or be delayed. The negotiations of Dilput Rao'ended in the villages being 
left in Noor-ood-deen’s possession, and "the Its. 10,000 paid for Katypal Jieing 
-abolished. Since then a sum on account of Katypal has never been paid by 
the Gaekwar. 

The next act of Futteh Ali was to remit a considerable present to the Court 
of Delhi, whence in return he obtained the title of Nizam-ood-Dowla Momtaz- 
ool-Moolk Momin Khan Bahadoor Dilawur Jung, and the dignity of a com¬ 
mander of six thousand as Nuwab of Cambay. * 

Manajee Gaekwar}* died in Sumvut 1849 (a. d. 1792-93), and was succeeded 
by Govind liao, his elder brother Govind Kao without the smallest hesita¬ 
tion seized the six disputed villages, and Futteh Ali was again successful in 
negotiating their restitution; 

In the last years of Selooker’s Subadaree, Atmaram Bhow entered the 
Cambay district, and continued to plunder its inhabitants, fill Futteh Ali 
taught his recession for Rs. 30,000. * 

Govind Rao died in the month of October 1800, and a was succeeded by bis 
■ son, Anund Rao Gaekwar, the present* Raja of Baroda. After the disturb¬ 
ances excited in Baroda by Kanojee had been quelled, and Anund Rao left 

• * A. D. 1813* 

t Who had been Regent of the Baroda State from the death of Futteh Sing, in 1789. 
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uncontrolled in his acta, Babajee Appajee was despatched to Kattywar for the 
collection of the Jumabundee due by the chieftains of that countiy. When 
only fives miles from Baroda, he summoned Futteh Ali to discharge his dues 
for Ghas Dana, at the same time intimating that, according to the delay he 
might occasion his army, the demand would be proportionally increased. 
Futteh AH returned no dhswer; the consequence was, that when Babajee 
encamped at Pitlaud, he told him he would not be contented with less than 
Rs. 1,00,000. Futtdh Ali, perceiving that Babajee would not scruple to exact 
so large a sum, deputed an agent to him, who effected a settlement of 
Re. 60,000, a sum with which in all probability Appajee would not have been 
satisfied,' had his services not been demanded in quelling a rebellion then set 
on foot by Mulhar Rao of Kurre, who aspired to die power of Anund Rao, his 
second cousin. Babajee was joined with a reinforcement of troops, coma&nd- 
ed by Hunmunt Rao, the son of Anund Rao, but His Highness,Anund Rao’s 
Minister finding that all the forces he cquld raise would be inadequate to 
cope with the superior strength of Mulhar Rao, demanded the assistance of the 
English Government By means of Kemal-ood-deen Khan, a most respect¬ 
able and dignified nobleman in the service of Anund Rao, Raojee Appajee 
prevailed with the Government of Bombay in obtai ing a detachment of British 
troops, which, being placed under the command >1 Major Walker, arrived at 
Cambay in the beginning of 1802. Mr. Duncan, the Governor of Bombay, 
having at the same time proceeded to Cambay, Raojee Appajee, the Minister 
of His Highness Anund Rao, paid him a visit at that place. Futteh Ali 
behaved with marked disrespect to Raojee Appajee, but as the latter was 
come on other business than to prove the friendship of the former, he did not 
at that time take any notice of his conduct. 

In the year 1806 Bapoo Kashee, commander of the Gaekwar Myhee Kanta 
force, under the directions of Beetaram Raojee, seized the six disputed vil¬ 
lages, since Babajee Appajee, by his effective arrangements in Kattywar, ren¬ 
dered the maintenance of a force to prevent the incursions of the Katees unne¬ 
cessary. Bapoo Kashee at the same time took bonds from many of the Cam- 
bay village^' for the payment of sums of mone^ but Futteh Ali complaining to 
the Governor of Bombay, Major Walker, the British Resident at Baroda, ob¬ 
tained the restitution of the bonds, under a promise that the English Govern¬ 
ment would take the trouble of interfering with Futteh Ali, and of obtaining 
from him the regular payment, without force, of the Gaekwar'* lawful chums. 

Futteh Ali, as all his predecessors did, never paid any due without force, 
and has only" considered Ike intervention of the Company a sure method of 
escaping the future payment of the Gaekwar demands. 

Futteh Ali is reckoned a man of a weak, capricious character, and has been 
governed in his councils by a succession of favourites. 
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Paxyajea to fetffcriog upon this fatettBtmg-subject, a short’ de&ription 'of 
the G$TWill perhaps not be superfiteous, which, together with the aceoaipte$r 
ing tipurt, wiU tend to illustrate the cause of the phenomenon, and show 
the direction of the wave. * 

* This W k ittM^Mbtr-Tn 71* 6' and 22° 17' N. lat, and 72° 19* and 
72° 65' E, seventy-two mites long, varying considerably ip 

breadth. At die entrance, betwdfen Vaux’s Tomb and Goopnauth Point, it , is 
^ thirty-two miles, which in a distance of ten league d&rrowb between Broftfch 
" Bat* and the Island of Kerim* to eight miles; it then opens out again to nineteen 
miles, between the entrance of the Dahdar river and the opj&site coast. This 
space, with the exception of three channels, is occupied by extensive shoals. 
It contracts again at Gangway and,the East Point to ten mites, With sand¬ 
banks projecting from the shore oft either side, which leave a channel between 
them <*5oW*ute the centre of the Gulf from three and a hall" to four'and a half 
miles wide. 

From the head of the Malacca Banks to the parallel of Loharrp Point, 

, the entrance of the Nerbudda river, it is, with the exception of the Bugs* 
Bands, cleaif of shoals, with* an irregular bottom, the soundings being from 
right to thirty fathoms; but above this parallel, it is filled With extensive 
shoals and Sandbanks, having several deep channels between them, all of which 
are liable ( tq shift, particularly during the rains. These channels ail take ft 
northerly direction, and unite a Httle below G, forming a channel three and a 
half,miles wide, the aapt water hi it beiiig stx^athoms. This takes a north¬ 
easterly direction, rimijSdCee'PaM Cambay Creak, fnfeo which lacrosses teethe 
souU-^War^and^Tlhe Myhec river. 

AAnpe^b^ap/nmft fifom4^ Mttdfttttft* river*,'dose past the' Attlee- 
Crejpppst^Wiifttee it keep*'pretty close ty|fce sW** "end disembogtfes iwthe 
main ctfmnel belowdke\me Bmfts, in of which dteAhad^de uftkes 
with'a soft or wave,' bm is calked, 'fdjljOf 

the wo!W, by a?ra^te , '4jiking tide ^ 

The rivers sriuch iik^themselveamto^e 
Myhee, and %Mkntee.YT^e two latter (wb^r^j^pnes that caipat i 
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From this the channel begins to narrow, with a decreasing depth of water, 
until at B # it is only five hundred and fifty yard* wide, the molt water being 
' seven feet It is at this point that the tide first rises in a wave. When the 
flood makes, this .may be seen running along both sides of the sandbanks, 
which soon spreads across the channel, rapidly increasing in height, for by the 
'time it passed C, a distance of not quite a mile and a half, it was nearly as 
flbdqgh, with, as great a velocity, as at any part of its course. From C it runs 
<ol6se to the high cliff’s as far as D, spreading entirely across the channel, and 
f -rushing along with a loud roar. The small sandbank which commences at D 
turns it to the southward of cast, and when abreast of Cambay Creek it is 
divided into two parts by another sandbank, the most considerable of the two 
taking a south-easterly direction towards the south bank of the Myhee river; 
and continues on this side as far as E, where it crosses to the north bank, 
close to which it pursues its course to the village Of Dawan, where it is entirely 
broken and intercepted by a number of sandbanks, but proceeds several miles 
further up, although, from the increased elevation of the bed of the river, with 
greatly diminished height and velocity. 

The other stream run's to the eastward, and is soon exhausted, there being 
no free channel for it; and the banks are gieatly eh ated with gradual slopes, 
over which it flows very ‘■low. 

The following show i the result of my observations on the ordinary spring in 
December:— 

, Deccmbei 24th.—Between C and Cambay Creek the highest part of the wave 
is three and a half feet; its velocity Qine knots ; the strength of the tide after 
the Bore had passed,— * 

n. m. k. p. 

0 5 after...... 3 6 per hour. 

0 10 ..5 7 „ 

0 20 .. 4 4 „ 

0 30 „.0 0 „ 

, 0 40 ... 7 0 „ 

0 30 „.6 2 „ 

Seven knots was the strongest. The flood three hours rise and fall of 
the night tide twenty-three feet; the day tide sixteen feet six inches; giving 
a difference of six feet six inches. * 


During the first hour the nse of tide was 15 feet 
Second „ „ . 6 „ 

third „ „ 2 


»» 

i) 


» 


Six feet in the first hour rose during the first ten minutes, which will give 
some idea of theflfcpidity with which the tide rises, 

January 7 tin— Very high spring, nearly up*to the mark of the tide in the 


* Vide Map at page 85. 
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rains. Between C and Cambay 'Creek, the highest pdH of the wave six f«kt^ 
and its velocity ten and a quarter knots; the strength of the tide, after the Bore 
had'passed, as fallows:— 

H. M. ' K. F. 

0 20after.4 6 perjuror. 

0 30 „. 6 6 *„ 

. 0 40 ,,.......7 6 „ 

0 50 „.8 0 „ 

1 00 .. 7 0 „ 

1 20 „ .0 0 „ 

The flood tide ran three hours and two minutes ; rise and fall of the night 
tide thirty feet eleven inches; the day Jtide twenty-three feet; the difference 
being seven feet eleven inches. 

ft. in. 

Rise of tide during the first hour 18 4 
„ „ „ .second „ 8 4 

0 » >, ,f third „ 3 6 

The ebb tide runs steady, but does not acquire its greatest strength until 
more than half tide, when the hjgh banks are uncovered, and the stream is 
confined in its proper channel. * 

January 10th.—Near the village of Dawan, on the north bunk of the Myhpe, 
the highest part of the wave seven feet, and its velocity ten knots ; rise and 
fall of the night tide tWRRy-two feet; but by the matk of tire tide on shore, 
this was one foot'lower than it had been the day or two before, which is too 
trifling to have diminished the effects of the Bore. 1 was not able to tjmc the 
rise of the tide here, having no convenient place to erect a seafe. It ran only 
two hours fifty minutes; the greatest velocity of the flood was seven knots, 
and the ebb six knots two furlongs. 

The Western Boreip so similar to the one just described, in almost every 
particular except its direction, and effect, that a very few remarks will be all 
that is necessary; which, as I have lief ore described it, would have been 
superfluous, had I not found s<, great an alteration in the hanks and channel 
since my former report. 

. I found that from seven hundred to thirteen hundred yards of the shore 
had been woshed away the whole way from 1 to the East Point, which is 
tbuteen hundred yards further south than its former position. The bank all 
along being a sandy cliff, continues still to fall with such rabidity, fiom the 
action of tire tide undermining it, that in a short time the coast will be qpite * 
straight, from the Amice Creek, below what is now the East Point. Tons 
of this sandy bank are detrifthed from the shore at a time, which continues tp 
fall' into the water at different parts, in such quick succession that it sounds 
at a distance like, heavy artillery," these cliffs, at two-thitds ebb, being from 
eighteen to twenty feet high. 









£ Again, 

Which were only partiafijy covered on the neaps 
nothing hut low sandbanks remain in tbeifplace 
the Baburmutee river, which fromAmlee P^nt took a ; 
for that river, now turns ty the NNW. at Amlee Point, and ‘itigriTjl 
shore bank close past Amlee Creek, where it turns to the north-eastwWrW 



the Myhee. . *' •* v ; > - <' \)&4- , 

*' The Bore on this side iB greatly diminished from what it w<«, 
which will, I think, lie evident, when it is considered that formerly, instead of 
*fhe whole force of the tide setting, as at present, to the north-eastward, past 
the Bore Slocks, it took a NNW. direction, right into the western channel* 
below the above rocks, which is only now fed by a portion of the- tide from* 
the main stream. * • ’ > 

At present the wave of the Bore on this side, as on the other, is not percep¬ 
tible, ‘ as formerly, on the neaps, but is entirely confined to the springs, at 
which time it takes its rise at F, where the channel is only one hundred and 
fifty yards wide, withthreeYeet water in it ; its course is close to the shore as 
; fur as ft, where it Jtutns, and has to encounter a streapi of two kdbts. I found 
its height here increase to four fe£t. After passing this, the channel widens a 
little, having low sandbanks, which it spreads.over, the wave decreasing to oue 
and a half and two feet, and continues this height past Amlee Point, where 
it again runs close to the steep bank, and increases to three feet. It thus 
rushes along until it nears the Amlee Creek, whtyje ,il has to encounter a 
stream of two and a half knots, and, in consequfenclKPF the channel turning its ■ 
whole force, is directed to that part of the high sandbank marked ft, where the 
wave was five feet After passing this, it gradually diminishes to a few inches; 
for the banks*are very low, and the water so shallow, that it can scarcely be 
^ called a channel, so that*the tide is not confiued, but flows over the banks in 
f all directions. It forms again, however, at -the entrance of the Saburmutee,^ 
; where the highest part was two feet. It continues its cattrse from this to a foot 
• -and a half nearly to 11, one mile past which it is lessened to a few mchas.J 
December 9th.—Between —and Amlee Point, the highest 
the. wave five feet; its velocity eight and a half knots; velocity of the flood tide,’, 
after the Bore had passed, as follows- ^ 
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Rise and fall of the night tide twenty-eight feet; day tide twenty-one feet 
two inches ; the difference being six feet ten indies. The Hood ran three 
hours and five minutes. 

The velocity of the wave was ascertained by measuring a distance of from two 
to three and a half miles in those parts where the wjive ran close to the shove 
bank, and noting the time it took to go from one station to another by a good 
watch ; the height of the wave, off Cambay, Dawan, and the Amice Creek 
by a jade, having feet marked on it; at other parts by estimation ; the velocity 
of the flood measured by the common log-line and glass, the jlatent log being 
of no use, from the irregularity of the stream, as it would only have given a * 
mean rate. * • 

1 have given the greatest height of the wave during each spring, but this 
does not continue the same throughout Its course, being affected by several 
circumstances which cause it to vary in different parts. For instance, at. those 
jioints marked in the chart a a a in the Myhce, and b b on the western side, 
where the bank is steeji, forming a concave, and the streum strong, while the 
direction of the Bore is towards the steep bank, the wave at these points will 
lie greatly increased, in consequence of the force of the tide being directed to 
one jioifit, as well as by the resistance of the stream. It is at these j>laers that 
the wave frequently forms quite perpendicular, having the appearance of a wall, 
when it curls, and breaks with a thundering roar. 

In those j>urts of its course where the sandbanks arc low on both sides, with 
a strong stream running in the centre, which is the ease in sc vend parts on 
both sides, the middle jtart of the wave will be retarded and increased by the 
resistance of the ebb, while towards each side, which is out of its influence, 
the wave proceeds with undiininislied velocity, the whole forming in a crescent, 
shape across the channel. 

By the foregoing observations it will be seen that the tide does not attain 
its full strength until forty and fifty minutes after it lias made. It is until that 
time very irregular, coming with a sudden burst, with great velocity, then 
decreasing again slightly, 'flic tide never attains the same velocity as the 
wave of the Bore has: why this is the case 1 am not able to determine. 
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' I.—The hast Chief of Pcnth, Abdool Momin oorf Luxdeer Dulput Rao III., 

]\ T ttin< ']'i( iej ani j Age died in a. i>. 1837, leaving only a legitimate daughter, 
of Chief. mimed Noor Julian, now* aged about thirty-four years, 

and who has the title of Begum. Th,. Penth Principality had thus become an 
escheat, Mahomedan law and usage being against the daughter of a Mahome- 
dau Chief succeeding to such a Government. But Government wished to 
restore the principality, after obtaining for the Begum a husband befitting in 
position and character, and qualified u> have the territory and its inhabitants 
confided to his administration. This project was, however, frustrated by the 
Begum having lost, her eyesight from small-pox, ud her becoming the mother 
of some illegitimate children. Government haw allowed her a pension for her 
life*, equal to two-thirds of the net Revenue of tho estate, which is continued 
under the charge and administration of Government, 'flu* late Ghief, 
Luxdeer Dulput. Rao, had a younger brother, Dowlut Rao, who died before 
him, leaving a widow, Soorujkoowur, who now enjoys, us a provision, a village 
in the principality, and some petty sources of revenue. 

Tn paragraphs 3 and 4 of his report dated the ‘Jlst September 1 839, regard¬ 
ing the succession to the Pcnth Estate, Mr. Goldsmid vvn^e :—“The lute 
Raja, Abdool Momin oorf Luxdeer Dulput Ran III., was descended from the 
house of Powar, a member of which, on being appointed manager of the 
villages now eofnjxising tin* Principality of Penth, and then forming part of 
the possessions of the Raja of Ruglana, exchanged his family name of Powar 
for that of Dulwcc. A descendant of this Dulwec, with some of his relatives, 
were taken prisoners by order of Aurungzeeb, and conveyed to Delhi, where, 
for some offence, the nature and particular.:, of which are unknown, they were 
sentenced to death ; but whilst in confinement, awaiting the execution of their 
sentence, one of the prisoners rendered most acceptable service, bv curing the 
Emperor’s daughter of the asthma; and consequently not only obtained a 
remission of past offences, but, on tho prisoners embracing the religion of 
Mahomed, the Penth district was conferred on them in Sahuuk. 

“ Suhiuik, the original tenure, corresponds with personal Surinjam or Jageer. 
The first Chief was Luxdeer Dulput Rao, who took the title of Abdool Momin, 
and from whom the late Chief Luxdeer Dulput Rao III. was fourth in descent, 
or great great-grandson. The Sahnak or Jageer continuing to be hereditarily 
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enjoyed, was thus regarded by the Pcshwa’s Government as a Suwusthan or 
chiefship, which, though subordinal cand tributary, had acquired more or less 
of independent authority.” 

In Soor Sun 1179 (a. d. 1778-79) the Suwusthan was, attached by the 
Peshwa, and the Chief, Chinmajoe Dulput lino, put, into confinement, as hav¬ 
ing violated his agreement mortgaging his estate to Dhondo Mahndco, the 
Peshwa’s Konmvisdar at IVasik. In a. d. 1790-91 the Peshwa, conditionally 
on the Chief Chinmajoe paying by nine yearly instalments the debt incurred 
to Dhondo Mahndco, and a Nn/.ur of Ifs. 1,‘25,000, restored to him his t 
Suwusthan, but reserved Fort Khvraee, with its Surinjamof villages in II arson!, 
yielding Us. o,000 annually. In Soor Sun 1200 (a. i>. 1799), when rty the 
stipulations the claim of Hs. 1,7.5,000 should have been liquidated, the Suwus¬ 
than was again put by the Peshwa under attachment, which lnsled till the 
Peshwa's downfall. The ex-Chief, l.uxdeer Dulput lino Ill., having, however, 
rendered assistance in a. n. 181H to (Captain Briggs, on his advance with a 
force to Trimbuk, and as there were no preponderating advantages to compen¬ 
sate for taking the Peuth territory, but, on the contrary, it rather appeared 
politic to waive Government’s right with a view to secure the ('hiefs assistance 
in maintaining tranquillity in his hilly country, the Honorable Mounstuart 
Klphiiistone continued the restoration ofiflje principality to the said Chief. 

II.—The late Chief, Imxdocr Dulput llao, used to 
IMial Place of Residence, reside at the town of Peuth ; the Begum generally 

lives at Nusik. 

Names and Ages of 1*1 .—There is no legitimate male issue, the. Begum 
Legitimate Male Issue. , being, as before said, unmarried. 

IV.—The late Chief, laixdeer Dulput. llao, used to make, to the, British Go- 

Wlietlicr Tributary or vernmont, as his ancestors did to the Pcshwus, an 
not; if so. to whom, ami animal tributary payment of Surdeshmookee and 
Annual Amount of Tjdrntc. M ok:iSsil> amounting to Its. 3,500, which tribute is 

now annually levied ami credited to Government at the rate of exchange in 
< ’ompany’s rupees. 

Estimated Gross Annual V.-^The gross revenue of the S.iwiistKlii. fur the 

Revenue. year A.'n. 1 M.VJ-.'nj was Its. 114,044-10-8. 

V r J.—The Penth Principality is bounded on the north by the territory of 

Boundaries of Territory, thc ( to '’Y 1,10 Wcstrrn (i,,atH 

and Estimated Area in and the Dindoree and Nasik Talookas ; to the south 

Square Miles. f,y the Jowar Chiefs territory, am) the Ivolwan 

Talooka of the Tanna Collectorate; and to the west by the Dluirmnpoor Raja's 

country. Its estimated area is some eight hundred and fifty square miles. 

VII.—The features of the country present, as a bird’s-eye view born the 

top of the Ghats, an inextricable maze of mountain 
Roil^imi'aLMeaus'of Jrriga- and valley, diversified only by the terraced rice-lands 
tion, and general Features j n the valleys, and the brown naglec fields peering 
of the Country. uU t from the otherwise unbroken monotony of trees 


Names nnd Ages of 
Legitimate Male Issue. , 


of the Country. 
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and grass. On closer inspection, however, the arrangement of the hills be¬ 
comes apparent. One range, projecting from the Ghats towards the northern 
boundary of the principality, stretches away in a south-westerly direction to 
within twenty miles of the sea coast, dividing the valleys of the Damun and 
Par rivers. On this rang?, and the Ghats, the varied spurs arrange themselves 
as on a back-bone, forming at their head those deep ravines from which the 
best timber is procured ; and, as they gradually subside, forming the low lands 
on which the rice-lands are situated. The cultivated plains are of limited extent, 
from the hills that cross and bound them, and the dense jungles, which also 
occupy both valleys and ravines. The physical aspect of the country is of course 
more Wong and irregular as the Western Ghats are approached. The forests 
occupy the sides of the hills, and the gorges and ravines between them. The 
principal rivers traversing the Penth‘district are the Damnngunga, and the Par 
and Nar, fed by minor tributary mountain streams. The water-shed is of 
course to the coast. How far the declination from the Ghats to the coast is 
gradual or the reverse it would be desirable to know, as also how the whole fall 
of the rivers is distributed, the fall in parts of their courses being considerable. 
Looking to their general features, the Ghats we have to consider may perhaps 
be assumed to be about the same height (thai .s regarding the table-land). 
For instance, the Sawul Ghat may qot be trftiny iVet higher than the Sutce and 
Thul Ghats, ». c. perhaps a little more than two thousand feet above the level of 
the sea. Ilursool may be about eleven or twelve hundred feet below the Sutee 
Ghat; and the remainder of the fail may probably be mostly within the next 
twenty-five or thirty miles coastwards, or nearly terminate with the zone inter¬ 
vening between the Ghat belt and the third zone, extending,to the coast; for the 
effect "of the tides is understood to extend far inland. The Saw ul Ghat and 
Penth may be nearly the same level. There must be a very great fall in the 
country towards the Sutee Ghat. This is the course of the Damnngunga river 
till it deflects in a rather north-westerly direction, towards the coast, when it 
becomes the drainage line of the country to a considerable distance southward. 

The foregoing sketch of the hilly, jungly, and forest character of the Penth 
district, receives the following confirmation;—From the Kumal rental of the 
Suwusthan when under attachment by the Peshwa, ascertained from the Poona 
Duftur, the culturable area was roughly estimated to have been 96,550 beegasi 
of which 33,490 w’ere cultivated at the introduction of the leasing system in 
a. d. 1849 ; 29,060 were lying fallow; and 34,000 were uncultivated, for want 
of cultivators. , But the area of Penth is eight hundred and fifty square miles, 
or 544,000 acres. If five hundred culturable acres to a square mile be taken 
as a fair average proportion, extending over many territories, it gives 425,000 
acres; or if the unculttirable area be taken at one-third, there will be a corre¬ 
sponding decrease. But the difference between the above and 96,550 beegas 
has to he accounted foi* by the mountains and jungles, and the extensive 
forests, the valuable timber of which is subject of comparison with the value 
of agricultural occupation of the same area. 
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In soil, Penth seems to unite in a measure the character of the Deccan 

Prevailing Nature of the and Konkun Black alluvial soil prevails in it near 
Soil- the courses of rivers, and in the culturable plains 

and low grounds, and also in hollows or basins ; it being observable, too, 
that it is deeper in the middle than the sides of th^ basins. This black soil 
is a deep absorbent, and is most probably a vegetable mould, from the more 
luxuriant vegetation in it. The red soil prevails in Penth nearer the Ghats, 
and the hills generally, the plains being of the soil of the neighbouring hills 
mouldered away and washed down. A mixed soil, intermediate to the black 
and red, is also found in a middle range. The red soil of Penth, like that of 
the Konkun, is cohesive, and has much inherent moisture. ln J the*South 
. Konkun sugarcane grows in it without irrigation, as also shel or rice plants, 
before the setting in of the monsoon, and also plantains in the upper country, 
or that rising towards the Sahyadree, as distinguished from the lower, or that 
descending from the range to the coast. Good eatable plantains are also 
raised in Penth without irrigation, and doubtless so might sugarcane be. 
llow far the red soil of Penth is similar or different to that of the Konkun 
perhaps remains to be ascertained : it is understood to be decomposed trap, 
whereas in the South Konkun it is decomposed laterite, but in the North 
Konkun it is understood to be itonstope trap. As to the cultivation in the 
soils of Penth, there is the rice cultivation, the Kalee or black soil for the 
superior dry crops, the Mai or Khureef in the comparatively less culturable 
plaius, mid the Dullee or patches of cultivation on the hill sides, prepared by 
clearing with the bill-hook, and burning for Khureef crops, naglce, wurace, 
sowa, &c. 

Hitherto irrigation does not appear to have been thought of in the 'Penth 

.. . „ . . district. The population is wild, uncivilized, igno- 

Lsu&l Means of Irrigation. . \ . . . n , 

rant, and superstitious m the extreme, and of mi¬ 
gratory and dissipated habits. The cultivators generally do not dream of 
advancing their condition, but merely of subsisting themselves and their fami¬ 
lies. Though there is much land suited to raising late or Rubee crops, they 
have mostly to learn to superadd the Rubee cultivation to that of J Khureef or 
early crops, to which alone tliey are mostly accustomed. Irrigation and 
steady cultivation throughout the year have, however, to be mainly looked to, 
to bring about the desired amelioration of their unsettled habits, and their 
general condition and character. The fall of the rivers traversing the princi¬ 
pality will probably be found considerable, as also the depth of their beds be¬ 
low the plains, so that they may not afford facilities for irrigation. These 
points do not, however, appear to have been demonstrated by sets of levels 
having been taken between the rivers and their valleys,«s in this Ghat district 
long lateral spurs intersect inclining valleys. There would, however, seem to 
be particular facilities for irrigation by bunds and tank embankments, with ser¬ 
viceable Pats to lead off the water to the “ succession of terraces into which 
the slope would be divided” : a fair return might thus be promised (even if the 
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irrigated area below the bund were limited) wherever cheap and rude con¬ 
struction might ensure efficiency and security. (Vide “ Mackay’s Western 
India,” and Colonel Dixon’s “ {Sketch of Mairwara.”) 

l ; or these irrigation works to be made, there must, however, be a sufficient 
population to fully reap the benefits from them. And here it may be import¬ 
ant to notice what would seem to have hitherto been somewhat overlooked, 


viz. that of the scanty population of the principality, perhaps not one-fifth is 
engaged in agriculture; so that the number of cultivators might be greatly 
increased, both from Penth itself and the adjoining territories of the 
Dhuriimpoor and Soolgana Chiefs, when irrigation should hold out the pros¬ 
pect K'f securing to them a plentiful subsistence, that would not be pre¬ 
carious, but certain. Whatever fostering measures we may take to settle on 
the soil as steady cultivators throughout the year the wild inhabitants of Penth, 
and to improve their general condition, habits, and character, will operate 
beneficially beyond Pentli; so that the Dlmriunpoor and Soolgana Chiefs may 
either he forced to put their Ryuts on something like an equality to happi¬ 
ness of condition, or submit to their territorries being denuded, bv attraction 
and desertion of their Rvuts to Pentli. I am told the Rvuts are very badlv 
oil'in Dliimmipoor, ow ing to tlie farming system prevailing, under which the 
Raja presses hard upon the fiirmers^who iu-their tui j oppress the Ryuts. 

'flic rice cultivation, though the Koonbces in sc\eral villages of Purguna 
Niirsool understand it, is elsewhere very imperfect and slovenly, the required 
embankments not being made. Tin* cultivation requires warmth of climate, 
and that the rice-land cun be levelled into terraces. The extension and im¬ 


provement (bv instruction) of this valuable cultivation, towards which irriga¬ 
tion would be a powerful auxiliary, would serve towards permanently settling 
tin 1 cultivators, and ameliorating their condition. Sugarcane, too, might be 
extensively cultivated in the rich soil by the better classes of cultivators having 
some little capital: and one stimulus to raising ibis and other valuable Hagayet 
products, instead of mere production of food, will he afforded when a road "all 
the way to Dlmnoo shall connect Pentli and Ansik with the coast. And if 
by irrigation the Pentli people themselves raised the articles of garden pro¬ 
duce (onions, chillies, tVe.) they require for food, instead of entirely depending 
for them, as at present,, upon the traders resorting from Nasik, Dindoree, and 
Wuiui, to the bazars at liursool, Pentli, Rarcy, and Mallegaon, they would 
be greatly benefited. They would more fully enjoy the fruits of their own 
industry ; they would save the transit duty now paid on the garden produce 
brought into Penth for their consumption, and the further loss they now 
invariably sustain in their barter, from the traders of other districts of course 
taking advantage of them as more simple and ignorant than themselves. 

VII I.— Nat oiiAU Rksocki'Es. —In Penth the follow ing trees and plants are 

Natural and Industrial found, either ornamental or useful, for timber, food. 
Resources. medicinal purposes, gums, oils, or other products 

applied in ai ls and trades. The description of these products of the vegetable 
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kingdom, and their uses, is nearly all taken from the best authorities, viz, 
Drs. Gibson, Murray, Hoyle, O’Shnifghnessy, and Spry ; also Mr. Klphinstone 
and Mr. Walter Hamilton. In quoting from them I have used very much 
their own words. 

Sisirn (fiwwi) ; Blackwood (Dalbergia sissoo or latifolin J. —The timber of 
this tree is most valuable, and extensively used ; is a beautiful cabinet wood, a 
strong timber for ships’ knees, and for carriages of heavy ordnance. A staple 
of commerce worthy of extension. A slower growing wood than teak ; found 
frequently on the Ghats. Oil obtained from the wood. 

Teewus (fhTO).—Timber of mych value to the husbandman. Is {ough, and 
affords good wood for knees of ships. From its pliability, can encounter 
strains ; therefore useful for carts, shafts, ^okes of ploughs, &c. 

Knlumba ; A 'audea cadamha. —A tree important in the arts; used for 

various purposes connected with gunnery. 

Jambool (arffo?); Calypirn nthes caryophyllifolin or jamholann. —Shady 
and ornamental; produces a fruit of a c|u.t k. purple colour. Common also at 
Mahableshwur, on the table-land. 

Oombur (TOV) ; Ficus glomerata. —Shady and ornamental; the water-tree of 
the Natives. Found also at Mahableshwur almost as large as in the low rich 
lands of the Konkun. * • , 

Pimpul (fu«fo?); Ficus rcliyiosn. —So well known as to require little remark. 
Its leaves and tender branches favourite food for camels and elephants. Lae, 
the produce of the lac insect (Coccus lacca ) on the branches of the Limpid. 

Wud (to) ; Ficus Jndica. —So well known as to require, little remark. 
Branches and leave* favourite food of elephants. The descending roots may 
be used as ropes. Caoutchouc or Indian rubber may be got from the “juice 
discharged on incision in the bark. Its leaves are sewn together, und used by 
Hindoos for plates. 

Moho (*?T%T) ; iiassia latifolin. —A timber tree of the size of an oak. Its 
timber excellent; a strong wood for beams of houses. Affords a fleshy flower, 
important as an article of food. Its flowers yield by distillation an intoxicat¬ 
ing spirit. Oil is expressed from the seeds. 

Kudoo Nimb (TOfTO) ; Melia nzadirnchtn. —Affords timber. Is a bread 
tree; affords a clear bitter oil, used for burning, and medicinally as liniment; 
trunk yields gum ; leaves used for poultices ; bark bitter and asliingent. 

Pullus (laftf i ■ Butea frondosn. —An ornamental and useful tree, having 
bright scarlet flowers. Affords timber ; its flowers give a fine yeljovv dye ; bark 
affords kino, as an astringent for tanning; its leaves used by Hindoos for plates. 

Bahaica : Cassia fistula. —Bark useful for curing taather; a medi¬ 

cinal plant; pulp made into many pharmaceutical preparations ; leaves and 
seeds used medicinally. The tree has large, bright yellow, and fragrant flowers. 

Pimpree (f*fa*1); Hibiscus populneoides. —An ornamental and useful tree. 
Gamboge said to be procurable from its seed ; its juice and bark used 
medicinally. 

13 • 
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Sagumn (wwrwTJr) ; Teak^ Tectoris grandis ).—So well known, for its uses for 
ship-building and other multifarious purposes, as to require little remark. 
Finest teak in Penth in the Barey Purguna; finer in the black than in the 
red soil of Penth,; fineness of Malabar teak likewise attributed by Dr. Boyle to 
its growing on alluvial soil. 

Sadur or Din (^r^¥T); Pentaptera tomentosa.~— Affords timber for house¬ 
building ; less sought after than teak, its greater weight rendering it more 
difficult to be dragged or carted in logs of any size. 

Hed or Iledoo (%^).—JM olesworth’s Dictionary calls this tree Su&etenia 
chloroxylon , and the satin-wood tree. Dr. Gibson calls it Ndwelia parvifior. 
Dr. ft pry, in his work, notices the Chloroxylon swietenia as a very valuable 
tree. 

Khair Mimosa, or Acacia catechu. —From the root and leaves of 

this tree the extract called Kath (Catechu, or Terra Japonica) is prepared. 
Catechu, a material for tanning leather; used medicinally as an astringent and 
tonic. 

Jior (^T*0 ; Zizgphus jujuha. —Affords a large and pleasant fruit; bark and 
root used medicinally ; its timber used for building. 

Phunnus ; Jack Tree (Artocarpns integ- ifolia). —The finest of the 

Indian bread-fruit trees, the fruit growing*'to a groat weight from the trunk. 
Yields a useful and ornamental timber, given to warping with heat, but in 
general demand for cabinet-work. Caoutchouc or Indian rubber may be got 
from the juice discharged on incision in the bark. 

Arnha ; Mango Tree.—Requires no remark. 

Wuloo ( var); Bamboo.—Very fine bamboos grow m Penth. The uses 
of this woody plant in houses, furniture, boats, and for implements of agricul¬ 
ture, lances, tent poles, scaffolding, rafters for cottages, baskets, mats, &c. are 
commonly known. 

Nandoorkcc ; Ficus nitula. —The Ficus nitida is very generally 

planted at villages, to the exclusion of the Ficus Indica or Wud. 

Jlecrda ; Chcbulie myrobalan (Terminalia chcbufa). —Useful for 

dveing and medicinal purposes; Dr. Gibson calls it Terminalia belerica. 
Us fruit extensively used in curing and blackening leather ; its bark abound¬ 
ing in gum. 

Bukool (*fr«r); Mimusops clengi. —Fruit good ; wood useful. 

Auvla ; Emblic myrobalan (Phyllanthus cmblica ).—Its fruit a good 

article of food, as a pickle and preserve; its wood useful; bark strongly 
astringent, used for tanning, and medicinally; its flowers of a greenish 
yellow. <■ 

Champa ; Michclia champaca. —An ornamental tree, with fragrant 
flowers; bark bitter, used medicinally. 

Bhootkes (*JE**) ; Cargdalio gocaniana. —Its roots are used medicinally. 

Other trees, said to be common in Penth, are Temboomee (Dyospyros 
glutinosaJ, Payur (a tree of the genus Ficus), Khankud, Kandhool, Alvin, 
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Dahiwud, Dhamada, and Bondare; but no sufficient information is at present 
readily forthcoming as to their importance, either d>r use or ornament. 

The following brief imperfect enumeration may perhaps serve as regards the 
animal kingdom in Penth:—The domesticated animals are the ox, buffalo, 
and goat. The wild carniverous animals of the cat genus are tigers, leopards, 
panthers, and wild cats; and of the dog tribe, wolves, hyenas, and jackals. 
The fur-bearing animals not already noted are bears, foxes, hares, squirrels, 
bandicoots, and musk-rats. Other wild animals are the wild boar, elk, deer, 
and antelope. The mungoose (ichneumon) is also common. Apes aud mon¬ 
keys also abound. The aquatic^birds are herons, and various kinds of water* 
fowl. The birds of prey are cormorants, vultures, owls, hawks, and*fcites. Of 
gallinaceous birds, there are the domestic fowl, and partridges and jungle-fowl. 
Of plumaged birds, there are peacocks, parrots, and paroquets, and the blue 
jay (Coracia Jndica). Other birds are the common mina, and the songster 
Koila, or black Indian cuckoo. Bats (which are amongst the Mammalia)? 
cobras, and water-snakes, rats and mice (Rodentia), lizards, chameleons, and 
the worst kind of scorpions, also abound 

Industrial Resources. —A considerable portion of live population is 
engaged in agriculture. The Toosar,‘or early Khureef crops, are Indian corn 
(ZeatnaysJ, so useful as food for* man, and fodder for cattle ; and Ooreed 
(Phaseolus radiataj. The later Klmrcef crops are Naglec (Cynosurua coro - 
canus), a poor grain; Rice, both transplanted and broadcast; Wuruee 
(Panicum maliureum); Khoorasnee ( Vcrnonia anthelmintica); Savva ( Paid- 
cum frmientosum); Toor ( Cytisus cajan); Till ( Sean mum Orientate), cultivated 
for the oil expressed^from its seeds. The Rubec or late crops ore Wheat; Gram 
C Cicer arietinum); Mussoor ( Cicer lens) ; Wal ( JJolichos lahlab), clsawhcre 
sown with sugarcane, and its leaves affording food for cattle; Wutanu (Pisum 
sativum), sown amongst rice in the Konkun; Chowli ( Dolychoa cajan). 

A good many, cattle are reared in Penth by a tribe called Kauadc, and by 
the people generally. Slice]) are taken from Penth for sale, and ghee forms a 
considerable export. The other principal exports are timber of various kinds, 
including bamboos, rice, naglee, khoorasnee, catechu (extensivelyprepared in 
Penth, not, however, by its inhabitants, who have no manufactures at all that I 
can learn, but by foreign manufacturers), mowra flowers, oil seeds, heerda fruits 


for colouring; besides which honey, bees-wax, gum, elk-horn for medicinal 
purposes, hid£s, &c. are also exported. A stimulus to the timber trade of 
Penth with the Deccan would be given if the waters of the rivers could be 
applied as a motive force to drive saw-mills. Sawyers are lierc paid very 
highly for their work, whereas mills might w'ork much eheape^, and the timber 
would of course cost less in transit if in planks than if in rough logs. 

IX.—There are numerous Ghats in the portion of the Sahyadree Range 


Routes, Approaches, and 
Means of Communication 


bounding the Penth districts, of which the Sawul, Su« 
tee, and Bunwur Ghats lead to Nasik and Ahmednug* 


by Land and Water. g„ r , Aurungabad and Khandesh. Besides the opening 
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of the Sawul Ghat, good roads have been made from thence to Pentli and to 
Oomralla, about fourteen mfles from Nasik, and Government have lately sanc¬ 
tioned a made road from Oomralla to Nasik. Six miles of road have to be 
constructed between Penth and Itajbaree, the boundary of the Dhurumpoor 
Itaja’s territory, to complete the portion, within the Penth territory, of the Nasik 
and Buisar line. This line will open up an important direct land communication 
between Penth, the Deccan, and Guzerat, by which the extent and value of 
the interchange of the Deccan raw produce and manufactures, the Penth raw 
produce, and Guzerat salt, &c. will be greatly increased. But as the commu¬ 
nication in and with Penth will be only partially opened up by this line from 
Nasik *via 'Oomralla and the Sawul Ghat to Penth and onwards, through the 
Dhurumpoor Raja's territory to Buisar, it is under Government’s consideration 
to apply the available surplus revenues of Penth to opening the Sutee Ghat, 
constructing a good road for the whole distance to Nasik (to connect Nasik 
and Mursool), and also cross-roads from Ilursool, one to Penth and another to 
the Jowar Chiefs frontier. This would afford an outlet for the timber of the 
central and western portions of the Penth country, and of the Jowar Chiefs 
territory, would thoroughly open the Penth country, and also advantage our 
ltyuts, &c. by the plentiful supply of materials for building and carpentering, 
at a cheaper rate from the cost of transit saved. T.iuber is in.the rainy season 
floated down the Damungunga to Damaun; the Deccan is, however, the 
principal market for the timber, See. of the Penth forests. The Penth district 
will probably ere long be connected with the Bombay road by a road striking 
off some four or five miles from the Sawul Ghat, through the Wunn Dindoree 
Talooka. 

X.t.A s might be mostly expected, from the sketch already given of the 

Climate, and Average K cneml Matures of the Pentli country, the climate is 
Range of the Thenuoine- very unhealthy. It combines the extremes of heat 
tcr ’ and cold, and may be most comprehensively charac¬ 

terised as malarious, for certainly most of the circumstances productive of 
malaria, excepting marshes, unite here. The heavy rain in so densely wooded 
a district causes a damp and stagnant atmosphere. The exhalations from the 
Ghats may be prejudicial to some distance below. The dense jungles and 
forests afford a constant supply of decaying vegetable and animal matter, heat 
and moisture co-operating towards its generation and decomposition. The 
black alluvial soil, very retentive of moisture, is considered an auxiliary to the 
production of malaria. The exhalations from all these causes become more 
noxious when their density is increased by combination with atmospheric 
moisture, and ,[>y want of ventilation, as in the jungles, forests, and ravines, 
and in the valleys and low situations pent up between the numerous hills. 
The country may perhaps in the course of time become more healthy. The 
various lines of road it is proposed to commence or complete would somewhat 
open it to ventilation by the prevailing winds. The traffic or the communica¬ 
tion being thus thoroughly opened up, would create a demand for grass, fire- 
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wood, and other supplies, for which the jungles would have to be indented on, 
or reclaimed for cultivation. SucH a salutary change the opening up the 
communication by tire Thul Ghat has, 1 believe, wrought in the Kolwan 
Talooka of the Tanna Collectorate, which not many years ago had, I remem¬ 
ber, as bad a character for unhealthiness as Penth now has. The temperature 
in Penth not having been continuously observed, as the visits of European 
Officers have been short visits of only a few days twice a year, I regret 1 
cannot give the average range of the thermometer. 

XI.—If the pluviometrical registers were correctly kept by the Mamlut- 

Average Animal Fall of ^ar, tfye fall of rain last year (1853*54, considerably 
Rain. below an average year) was 88 inches 54* cents. 

The average annual fall may, it would seem, be safely estimated at from 120 
to 130 inches. 


XII. —The population to a square mile cannot be given with any certainty, 

. . no census having been ever taken. The best estimate 

I can give, after somewhat careful inquiry, is that, 
including men, women, and children, the whole population of Pe.nth is some¬ 
what under twenty thousand. Less than one-sixth of the total population is 
said to be engaged in agriculture. ‘The scanty population is thus utterly 
inadequate to develope the country’s resources, considering the great dispro¬ 
portion as already sKown which exists between the cultivated and the entire 
cultumble area. The inhabitants of the Penth territory are very much 
addicted to drinking: their intemperate habits and the insalubrity of the 
climate are thus both against the increase of population. 

XIII. —The religious persuasions found in Penth are the Mahomedan and 

Hindoo. The language spoken is Muratlicef much 
R ami°C«8tc” RUage,TribCS ' intermixed with foreign words, mostly Guzcratliee. 

The population consists of Mahomcdans, Lingayets, 
Murathas, Koonbees, Thakoors, Warlces, and Kolces. In Purguna JIursoo), 
the soil of which is the best in the principality, the Koonbees may be about 
seven-sixteenths, the Kolees and Warlees each one-fourth, and the Thakoors one- 
sixteenth. In Purguna Penth about one-half are Warlees, and the Kftxmbees and 
Kolees each one-fourth. In Pu*guna Barey about three-fourths are Kolees, 
one-eighth Koonbees, and one-eighth Warlees; and in Purguna Mallegaon 
about three-eighths are Koonbees, and the remainder Kolees and Warlees in 
equal numbers. There is also a tribe in Penth called Kanadas, who are 
extensive rearers of cattle. 

In character the Penth people are wild, timid, and inoffensive (as shown 
by the great infrequency of crime), though much addicted to drinking. 
They have a certain activity and intelligence in their accustomed range, 
but their ignorance and superstition are so great that improvement and 
advancement must be a work of time and lubour. To show how preju¬ 
dicial superstition is to their interests, whole villages arc not unfrequently 
deserted from a belief in witchcraft. 
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XIV.—Government’s letter in the Political Department, dated 15th Jane 

Mode in fthich Civil 183B, No. 1131,. furnishes the following rules for 
*nd Criminal Justice are carrying on this important branch of Government. 
Administered. The whole administration is considered under the 

Sub-Collector as political officer. He may apply the principles of the Bombay 
Regulations generally, it being left to his discretion to deviate from them 
when considered inapplicable to the management, or at variance with local 
rules unobjectionable to continue in force. For the administration of cri¬ 
minal justice, the Mamlutdar, or Native manager of the district, is vested by 
(government with the power and authority given by the Bombay Regulations 
to a Mamlhtdar as district police officer. The police is managed by the 
village officers, to whom all due auxiliary means formerly adopted, and now 
available for rendering it efficient, are afforded. Cases beyond the manager’s 
authority are tried by the Sub-Collector as political officer, the powers vested 
in him by Government being those of a Session Judge. Thus capital sen¬ 
tences, or sentences to more than seven years’ imprisonment, are referred for the 
confirmation of Government. In capital cases, the Sub-Collector, as political 
officer, sits with three assessors, who give their opinions, which are recorded, 
but not their vote, judgment resting with the presi ding authority. The Sub- 
Collector, as political officer, holds a hulf-yeai \y sessions in Penth. In 
all important cases, complete proceedings are kept, to be submitted to 
Government, when called for, for review and confirmation. In the adminis¬ 
tration of civil justice, the parties are always in the first instance referred to 
a Punchayet, from whose award, when this mode of adjudication is agreed 
to, there is no appeal. If the parties will not agree to refer their dispute to a 
Punchvyet, the Sub-Collector, as political officer, appoints three arbitrators to 
try and decide the case, their decision being appealable to him. 

As regards the relative jurisdiction of the civil courts of Penth and the 
Company's territories, the practice has not hitherto been,, to enforce the 
decrees of the Company's courts in Penth as a Jageer, Penth having been 
hitherto regarded as a principality, with absolute sovereignty, precluding 
extra-territovial extension to it of foreign process, as a mere nullity, except 
when executed ex comitate , and it does not appear to have ever been so 
executed. 

Of the several jurisdictions the civil courts of Penth and the Company’s ter¬ 
ritory may hold relatively to each other, as either the forum contractus, forum 
ret shoe, or forum domicilie , the simple rule observed is, that without inter¬ 
ference a preference (which private interests are left to decide) is given to that 
jurisdiction which can best answer the ends of justice by enforcing its decree 
against defendant’s person and property. And as regards the relation of 
Vukeel and suitor, as to Vukalut remuneration, though Vukeels may of course 
tinder certain circumstances be entitled to rewards over and above the pre¬ 
scribed fees, yet, adverting to the causes which led to their nomination by 
Sunuds in Penth, bonds for such rewards are dealt with according to equity; 
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and Vukeels, when detected, are not allowed to exact with impunity bonds 
for unreasonable sums. , » 

XV. —Conformably to Government’s lettej in the Political Department, 

Nature of Punishments dated th . e 15 * h June 1838 » No * U31 > the Company’s 
•warded for Criminal Of- Regulations in force under this Presidency form the 

fencCT * of the Sub-Collector, as political officer, and, in 

awarding punishment, Regulation XIV. of 1827 is followed by him, in the 
same manner as is done by the Judges in our own territory. 

XVI. —The Sub-Collector, Mr. Jenkins, established a school at Penth, 

.. , ,, which became a Government school by Government 

sanctioning its support from the Penm seventies, 
which the Honorable Court of Directors approved in their despatch No. 44 , 
dated 10th August 1853. Considering this is only the first stone laid of the 
edifice, that only the inhabitants of Penth and its immediate vicinity could in 
general benefit thereby, the desirableness of education being more generally 
diffused throughout the Penth country, that as the communication became 
opened up between Penth, the Deccan, and Guzerat, an important traffic would 
arise, their interests and advantages, in which the wild and uncivilized inha¬ 
bitants of Penth would be more likely to understand and profit by, in proportion 
to the steps taken in limine to give them some education, and specially consi¬ 
dering the surplus Revenues of Penth, it was proposed to establish a school in 
each of the principal stations of the Purgunas (Penth, Ilursool, Maliegaon, und 
Barey) of the principality, viz. Ilursool, Barey, Khuddukwohol, Pulsun, Mun- 
khed, Maliegaon, and Kuraiyalce. Government sanctioned the establishment of 
these schools, and^of their expenses being defrayed from the Penth revenues. 
The Board of Education, on Government’s direction to apply to the Board 
for qualified schoolmasters, and to fix the amount of their salaries, furnished 
the schoolmasters on a salary of Its. 12 each per mensem, and they are now 
commencing wprk. 

XVII. —It was not till Government in its recent printed instructions evinced 

_ ._ r . its anxious interest in vaccination, that the subject 

rogreu o accma ion ^ j n t r0( j ue tion into Penth came to be considered. 

The whole immediate prospect pf good from vaccination in Penth is limited to 
the benefits expectable from the sanctioned appointment of one Native vacci¬ 
nator to labour in the field. 

XVIII.—-The most prevalent diseases are just what might be expected from 

the malarious characteristics of the country, already 
noticed in a previous portion of these notes, treating 
of the climate, viz. fever and dysentery. Guinea-worm is |lso very common. 
The prevalence of these diseases is clearly established, though the information 
available is not of the detailed and precise nature desirable, which, when it 
shall be gained, I have no doubt will show, not only that the fevers are of vari¬ 
ous characters and degrees of malignity, but also that disorders of the spleen 
and liver are very general. The intemperate habits of the people, bad food, 
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and scanty clothing, are doubtless predisposing causes, co-operating with the 
malarious climate in producing disease, particularly dysentery. The number 
of wells in the Penth country i% very few, so that the people commonly drink 
from springs, which must be rendered impure, and be deleteriously affected by 
the roots of plants, 'and the decayed vegetable matter in so jungly a country. 
This may be one direct cause of both dysentery and guinea-worm. Wells for 
drinking water might be sunk in the hollows, care and judgment^ being how¬ 
ever required to select the sites ; and perhaps some means may be devised by 
which the manufacture of very cheap and warm black kumblees may put this 
comfortable article of clothing within the reach of the mass of the poor popu¬ 
lation ctf Penth, to protect them from exposure to cold and damp. It may be 
worthy of notice that cholera rages with more than ordinary violence in the 
Penth country, which would seem to confirm the belief that malaria directly 
co-operates with the other causes of cholera, and that the people may be pre¬ 
disposed to cholera from nervous debility, caused both by climate, poverty, and 
intemperance. 
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From JI. E. Goldsmid, Esq., 

5 Superintendent Hevenue Survey, Nasik District, 

To the Secretary to Government Political. Department, Bombay. 


Dated 2lit September 1839. 

Sir, — T will trouble you neither with a detail of the numerous causes which 
have delayed its transmission, nor with apologies for its many defects, but at 
once proceed to submit my long promised report on the several points regard¬ 
ing which Government require information, previous to deciding on the right 
of succession to the Penth territories. 

2. The following is the order in which I propose to consider the subject of 
which I am treating :— 

1 st *—The validity of the title by which the principality was held by the 
family of the late Raja, Abdool Momin oorf Lux deer Dulput Rao III. 

2nd .—The claims set forth by different parties to succeed the late Raja in 
his possessions. 

‘Ml .—The most eligible mode of provision for the rejected claimants. 

4th .—The right of exacting Nu/.urana from the party to whom the succes¬ 
sion may he adjudged. 

bth .—The extent to which the British Government can exercise its right of 
interference. 


The Validity op the Title by which the Principality was held hy 

the Family op the latf. Raja. 

3. The late Raja, Abdool Momin oorf Luxdeer Dulput Rao III., was de¬ 
scended from the house of Powar, a member of which, on being appointed 
manager of the villages vow composing the Principality of Penth, and then 
forming part of the possessions of the Raja of Buglana, exchanged his family 
name of Powar for that of Duhvee.f 

4. A descendant of this Dulwee, with some of his relations (the number of 
which forms the point in dispute between the present claimants, but does not 

* T should not hare deetned it necessary to touch upon tilts question had it not been 
brought on the tapis by Sir Robert Arbothnot, in his letter to Mr. Harrison of the 20th 
November last, No. 21!?. 

t A name formerly given, in Buglano, to those performing the duties of Komavisdar. 
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affect tlie subject under immediate discussion), were taken prisoners by order 
of Aurungzeeb, and conveyed to Delhi, where fot some offence,* the nature 
and particulars of which are unknown, they were sentenced to death; but 
while in confinement, awaiting the execution of their sentence, one of the 
prisoners rendered most acceptable service, by curing the Emperor’s daughter 
of the asthma; and consequently not only obtained a remission for past 
offences, but, on the prisoners embracing the religion of Mahomed, the Penth 
district was conferred on them in Salmak.f 

5. All parties agree in stating, that about two hundred years have elapsed ^ 
since the principality was conferred on the family of the late Raja, and although 
the only information obtainable on this point is traditional, stift I •am of 
opinion that the period quoted is most probably correct; for it appears from 
the journal of a London merchant^ travelling through the province in a. i>. 
1610, that after beleaguering for many a year tlu* strong fortresses of Salheir 
and Moolheir, the Mogul Emperor was obliged to compound with and secure 
the good offices of the Buglana Raja, by^giving him additional lands and forts. 
It is not therefore to be supposed that up to the commencement of the seven¬ 
teenth century, the Emperor had ventured to deprive Purtah Shah§ of so im¬ 
portant a part of his possessions as Penth ; nor, even if lie had, that it would 
have been long before that powerful Chuff recovered the district from the com¬ 
paratively weak han^s of his former Dulwce. Moreover, it appears that Shah 
Jehan’s third son,|| the prince who, as has been already shown, directed the 
seizure of the Dulwees, was considered as too young to be entrusted with the 
conduct of public, affairs until after the peace of 1(M6,U when, we are informed 
by Ci rant Duff,** “Ric prince Aurungzeeb was appointed Viceroy of the Mogul 
possessions in the Deccan, and effected the conquest of Buglana, a great part 
of which was, however, subsequently relinquished.” 

* Nilkunt Kao allege* that it was the rebellious conduct of Luxdeer, the person from whom 
the present Mahomedan claimants nrc lineally descended, which led to the Dulwees being 
made prisoners, and sentenced to death ; and that Shaikh Munsoor, the officer sent by 
Aurungzeeb, was three years at Penth before lie could lay hands on Luxdeer, and then only 
effected his purpose by stratagem. The foundation of the fort, which it is stntill this officer 
constructed for the safety of his follow srs whilst besieging Penth, is still standing, and the 
site is to this day known to the common people by tlie name of Munsoor Ghurce ; which 
circumstance gives the semblance of truth to what is alleged by Nilkunt lino. 

+ Literally a dish; figuratively a patrimony, a grant of lands, &c., viewed as one’s dith, or 
means of subsistence.— Molesworth. 

J Mr. Finch, who arrived at Badur on the 2f»th January 1010. His Journal is inserted 
amongst the early voyages to India collected by Kcr, Vol. VH1. 

% The name of the Raja of Buglana, who was in power at the commencement of the 
sevententh century, as appears from Mr. Finch’s Journal, as well at a Sunud in my possession 
conferring the office of Josee on a Brahmin of the name of Peluin Bhut, and dated in the 
thirty-ninth year of the Hindoo cycle (a. d. 1G05). 
il Aurungzeeb. f The peace declared between the Mogul and Beejapoor Governments. 

** History of the Murathas, Vol. I. p. 25. 
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6. I am therefore of opinion that Aurungzeeb seized upon the rebellious 
Dulwcrs of Pcnth, and formed the district into a separate principality, shortly 
after effecting the conquest of the province in which it was situated ; * and this 
opinion is strengthened by the circumstance of no further mention being 
made of either Purtab Shah, his successor Bhairarn Shah,+ or any other ltaja 
of Buglana, in the annals of Maharashtra, and our being able to glean, from 
the history of the times, that the two most important fortresses occupied by 
that chieftain, viz. Sul heir and Moolheir, must have fallen, either at or shortly 
after the period of the conquest, into other hands. 

7. It does riot appear that either the Mogul or Muratha Government inter¬ 
fered v.ith the principality until about the year a. i>. 1778, when the reigning 
Raja, Ghimnajce Dulput Rao, endeavoured, in the most contumacious and un¬ 
justifiable manner, to break through the terms of an agreement by which he had 
mortgaged his estate to Dltondo Mahadco, the Pushwa’s Komavisdar at Nasik. 

8. Chimnajee was consequently placed in confinement, and his district 
attached. After an interval of twelve years (a. o. 17‘JOj, the Peshwa deter¬ 
mined on retaining in his own hands the fort of Khyraee, with an assignment 
for its support of nineteen villages,| rated at Rs. .0,000, and consented to restore 
the rest of the estate to the Raja, on condition that he paid up, by nine yearly 
instalments, the amount of the debt jmeunt-d to i'.mndo Malmdeo, together 
with a heavy sum us Nuzurana to Government.^ 

* Aurungzeeb was twice appointed Viceroy.—once shortly after the peace of a. d. 163(5, on 
the Kmperor’a possessions in the Deccan being united under one government, ami tin: 
second time in A. n. 1650. As Itiiglami was seized by the Moguls during the Prince’s first 
administration, which continued but for a very xhmt period, it follows’iliat the conquest of the 
province must have been cileetcd about two hundred years since. 

t I have by me a Sunud dated Boodwar, l\nish Shoo.l 8th, Shake 1557 (a. i). 1 635), in 
which Bhniram Shah Raja confers as much land, belonging to Kasha Kuna see, of the Buglan 
Brunt, as can be cultivated with one plough, ami u well situated therein, qp a Brahmin tunned 
Moor Joxeo. 

+ These villages were not retained by the British Government when the district was re¬ 
stored to the Raja in a. i>. 1818 (vide paragraphs 13 and 15); they only yielded a revenue last 
season of Rs. 1,/00-10-9. 

§ The following? is the exact amount, ns cxtractedfrom the Peshwn’s order to Dbondo 
Mahadco. recorded in the Pooua Duftur, mid dated -hid of llujub, 1200 Fuslec (9th March 
A. D. 17i«>):— 

To be paid by nine yearly instalments us Nuzurana to Government.. .Rs. 1,25,000 

Interest on the same, in consequence of its being paid up by instsdments .. 20,834 

To be paid by mine yearly instalments, on account of debt to Dbondco 
Mahadco .... 25,000 

Interest on the *ime, in consequence of its being paid up by instalments .. 4,160 

Total.... Rs. 1,75,000 

The above to be liquidated by eight yearly instalments of Rs. 20,000, and one of Rs. 15,000. 

As the Government share of Rs. 1,75,000 was transferred to Dhondo Mahadco in clearance 
of a debt due to him by the Pesbwa, reference to the Poona accounts does not show 
whether Chimnajee fulfilled the terms of his agreement. I learn, however, from an old 
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9. Six years subsequent to the restoration of his estate, thus burdened, 
Chimnajee died, leaving two widoivs, one of \$hom, named Rajkoorbaee, 
with her adopted son, Luxdeer III., continued in possession, fora year or two, 
at the expiration of which the district was, consequent on the occurrence of a 
very serious disturbance, again placed under an Agent of tire Peshwa. 

10. It would appear that the disturbance in question originated by 
Heemut Sing, # the son of a person claiming a share of the principality, huving 
endeavoured to enforce compliance with his demands by inarching into the 
district with a body of men, obtained from his brother-in-law, the renowned^ 
Manojee Phakray,t and occupying the small mud fort at Penth. A party of 
Sebundees sent by Pandoorung Dhonjee.j' to the assistance of the*Maho¬ 
med an Raja, surrounded and burnt dow n the fort, from which Heemut Sing 
was with great diilieulty rescued, the principal part of his followers being 
destroyed by the flames. 

11. A portion of the sequestered revenues was assigned for the support of 

the deposed Raja ami his Muratha rivah The Begum states that her ancestor 
received Rs. 2,800, and the Hindoo Rs. 1,200 per annum ; whilst Nilkunt 
Iiao asserts that his allowance was fixed at Rs. 1,501), and l.uxdeer’s at 
Rs. 2,500. No mcnlion is made in the Poona records as to the amount which 
Bajec Rao may have enyayed to pay.; but it may be seen from some old 
Taleebunds^ of the* Penth district, discovered amongst the Peshwa’s state 
papers, that the sums actually given as subsistence money, during eight of the. 
twenty years the district remained under attachment, fell far short of the 
amount which either the Begum or Nilkunt Rao allege was received. The 
sums paid in 180/» correspond with those stated by Nilkunt Rao, and the 
accounts of the remaining eleven years are not forthcoming.!! • 

Kurilarce of Dhondo Muhadeo, that unexceptionable security was taken from Chimnajee, 
and consequently the Subcdar recovered the whole of the money; hut that the security 
flluree Pandooriftig (jiirbc) lost two years’ instalments, which have to the present day 
remained unpaid. 

* Eldest, brother of Nilkunt Rao, the present claimant. 

t Vide paragraphs 26 and .'12, clause 6. » 

+ The Kubcdar of the Trimbuk Talooka, and sou of Dhondo Mahndco, mentioned in para¬ 
graph 7. In a petition to the Peshwa’, Heemut Sing intimates Pandoorung’a reason for 
sending Sebundees to the assistance of the Muhomedaii was that he feared losing the instal¬ 
ments still remaining due on account of the Nuzurana, and the debt contracted to Ilia father 
Dhondo Mahadeo. 

§ Abstract account of receipts and disbursements. 

|| The following sums are entered in the Taleebund* as having been paid 

a. d. Mahomeitun Claimant. U*. a. p. 11 In.loo Claimant. , R*. *■ p- 

1605 Luxdeer Dulput Rao. 2,600 0 0 llhow Sing (h) ani^ Nilkunt Rao (e) 1,500 0 0 

1806 Ditto ditto . 1,736 7 3 Ditto ditto .... 931 7 0 

1807 Abbajee Bhow(o) .. 1,041 6 6 Ditto ditto .... 1,346 14 3 

(«) In a Taleebund In the pomeorion of an old man at Katik, who wo* KnmnrivUrof Penth during part of the time 
it was under attachment, I And Hi. S^MSI entered us parable In IM07 to leitdeor Output Uao, and Be. 1,500 to Show 
81 nf and N'llkunt Boo. (A) Heemut Bins’* Meoi\d brother. 

(<•) Heemut Sing’* fourth or youugett brother. 
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12. in a. d. 1814 Rajkoorbaee raised some Sebundees, and with her son, 
Luxdeer III., made an ineffectual attempt to dispossess the Peshwa’s officers 
of the district/ The assailants were worsted by a detachment of Roopram 
Chowdree’s men, who happened to be on outpost at Kopergaum. The Baee was 
taken prisoner, and confined for a short period in the Kooning and Trimbuk 
forts. Her son, Luxdeer, effected his escape, and remained for security at 
Bulsar, until our troops reduced the greater part of the Peshwa’s territories. 

13. “In April 1818, on Captain Briggs, the Political Agent for Khandesh, 
advancing with a force towards Trimbuk, Luxdeer, the ex-Raja of Penth, 
voluntarily came forward and aided the British with information, and his 
(supposjd)* influence among the hill people, in attacking and dispersing the 
hostile bands who were infesting the districts through which our troops had to 
pass. Under these circumstances, and an erroneous impression that the Penth 
territories had been forcibly seized by the late Amuldar of Nasik, and already 
recovered by Luxdeer, Captain Briggs was induced to recommend that the 
ltaja be confirmed in his possessions.”* 

14. Mr. Klphinstone, in an official communication, dated 4th October 1818, 
writes as follows to the Political Agent:— 

“ I have already intimated, in a private letter, the reason 1 have for think¬ 
ing that the lands of the Raja of Penth were acti ally held by Bajee Rao at 
the time of his attack on us, and for many years before; but I am far from 
thinking that they ought to be resumed. If you should be of opinion that it is 
worth securing the Raja’s assistance in maintaining tranquillity by the sacrifice 


A. ]>• 

Mnhomrdan Claimant ( rontd .). 

Rs. 

n. p. 

Hindoo Claimant (rontd.). Rh, 

A. p. 

1808 

Ablirtjeo Dhow.. 

400 

0 0 

Dhow Sing and Nilkfint Ran. 1,250 

0 0 

1809 

lVitto ditto . 

350 

0 0 

Ditto 

ditto .... 1,226 

0 0 

1810 Ruttonba Rana, (a) who had 







come to l’oona on busi¬ 
ness .. 200 0 01 

550 

0 0-| 

r Ditto 

ditto, at the 1 , >K q 
25 per menseta. / , ” d 

0 0 


Abbujceltliow (b) 350 0 0/ 

L rate of Rs. 1 

1S11 

Ruttonba Raun. wlio had 
come to Poona on busi- 







ness. ... 1,650 0 01 

Abbnjce llhow.. 350 0 0/ 

2,000 

0 0 

Ditto 

ditto .... 1,250 

0 0 

1812 Ruttonbn Rana, who had 







come to Poona on busi¬ 
ness . 1,500 0 01 

Abhajee Bhow .. 200 0 0/ 

1,700 

0 0 

Ditto 

ditto .... 750 

0 0 

1813 Ruttonba liana, who lmd 







come to Poona on busi¬ 
ness . s... 1,600 0 01 

Abbajee Bhow .. 200 0 0/ 

1,800 

0 0 

Ditto 

ditto •••t / 50 

0 0 


Rupees 12,077 

13 9 


Rupees 10, .‘104 

5 3 


(a) Hindoo, and brother to Rajkoorhie*. 

(0) Or Bulwunt Rao, Ant cousin to Chimnajee, and ancle, preriou* to hi* adoption by another branch, to Busdear. 

* Vide letter dated 6th April 1820, from Captain Briggs, Political Agent in Khandesh, to 
Captain Pottinger, Collector of Afamednuggur. 
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of this right, 1 beg you, therefore, to exercise your own judgment regarding 
the confirmation or resumption of the lands in qifestion.” 

15. The following is an extract from the Political Agent’s reply of the 9th 
October 1818:— 

“ From the inquiries 1 have made, since the receipt of/our private* letter on 
the subject, I am led to suppose that the molestation we should probably meet 
with, from retaking the country by force, would not be compensated by any 
revenue we might derive from its possession; besides, I have reason for 
supposing that the Penth Raja received his country at my hands as a restora¬ 
tion, rather than as a confirmation of his right, in the same way os the Raja 
of Abhoona, and that he considered his exertions in aiding Rifngm Pundit 
procured it him ns a reward. 

“ The real condition of the Penth Ra ja was certainly concealed from me at the 
time I promised to recommend the continuation of his Jageer; but the resump¬ 
tion of it was styled the inroads and oppression he experienced from Roopram 
Chowdree ;* and the ambiguous language held by the persons from whom I * 
obtained my first information, deceived me. lender the circumstances in which 
L was situated on our advance to Nasik, 1 should not have hesitated to have 
promised him his Jageer, to ensure his aid and tranquillity at such a time. l # 
therefore venture to recommend that /lie Raja may be allowed to enjoy his 
lands without molestation, while he continues to exert his influence in keeping 
the peace among his hills.” 

16. Here, then, we find that Mr. Elphinstone, the Governor General’s sole 
Commissioner for settling the conquered territories, did, in the full knowledge 
of the principal fixtures of the case, authorise Captain Briggs, Political Agent 
in Khandcsh, to exercise his own judgment regarding the confirmation or 
icsumption of the principality he had already restored to its Raja, Luxdeer. 

17. Under these circumstances, we cannot but admit, as perfectly valid, 
the title of tin* family to an estate which our own authorised Agent conferred 
on their representative upwards of twenty years since. 

Claims set forth by different Parties to the Instate. 

* 

18. Having recorded an opinion favourable to the title by which the State 
is held, the next important point’ presenting itself for discussion is to ascertain 
the relative strength of the claims put forward, by the several parties, as heirs 
of the late Raja, Luxdeer Dulput Rao. I have embraced, in my inquiry on 
this head, the claims preferred by three parties, viz:— 

1st.—The Begum, daughter of the late Raja, in her letter to Government 
dated 20th November last. 

2nd. —Soorujkoorbaee, the wife of Dowlut Rao, younger brother to the 
late Raja, in a letter she presented to me on the 22nd March last. 

* Roopram Chowdree’* interference merely consisted in the circumstance of a small body 
of his troops having aided the officers of this Government in the exercise of their legitimate 
authority, as quellcrs of disturbance. (Vide paragraph 12 of this report.) 
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3 rd. —Nilkunt Kao, the Muratha claimant, in his letter to Government 
dated 21st November last. * , 

19. A settlement of the points in dispute between the Mahomedan and 
Hindoo claimants hinges on the question whether the principality was origi¬ 
nally conferred by the Mogul Emperor on one or on two individuals. 

20. The Mahomedan claimants, that is the Begum and Soorujkoorbaee, 
assert that Krushna Dulwee left but one son, who, with his wife and child, 
was taken prisoner to Delhi, and, on their initiation into Mahomedanism, made 
solo proprietor of the district ; and that from him have sprung, by natural 
descent, adoption, and marriage, the personages, of whose relative situations 
I have f-encjeavoured to convey a clear idea in the annexed Genealogical 
Sketch. 

21. On referring to the Sketch, it will be seen that the Mahomedan 
party refuse to give Nilkunt Kao, or his reputed ancestors, any place in their 
genealogical table. 

22. They maintain that Nilkunt Kao's grandfather, Mohun Sing, served as 
a Sipahee under Luxdeer i)ulput Kao 11., and was killed a. n. 172M, in a 
ntelee with some Kolees at IIarson]. In consideration of the loss they had 

sustained, and their helpless state, the liaja bestowed upon the widow* and 
orphan sou of his late Sipahce two villages,f o which they remained in 
peaceable possession for upwards of forty years. 

23. In A. o. 1771, the two chief hereditary Karbarees, Mahadeo Mulhar 
and llnjaram Nurhur, having quarrelled with Kuramatjee, the uncle of the. 
reigning Kaja, Ghimnajeo, sought revenge, by furnishing Purwut Sing with 
forged documents,} and secretly instigating him to advance, on the plea of 

C 

* Aowbaec »n<l Purwut Sing. t Motijas Ncergoora ami Chclmook. 

t Copies of the two documents stated to have been forced arc produced by the Uegum : 
one is dated 1080 Ptudcc (\. i>. 1(570-71), aud the other the 5th Jeslit Shuod, of the fortj- 
fourtlt year of the Hindoo cycle (probably a. u. 1750). 

The former is addressed by Abdool Motuiu to his brother Abdool Item, resident of Kusha 
Penth. It is to the eftect that they were brothers, and lmd both, for the sake of acquiring the 
AVuhui, become Musuhnans ; hut as the wife and child of Abdool Rem had remained in the 
Hindoo faith, and there was consequently a probability of their descendants quarrelling regard¬ 
ing possession, they did both, whilst yet living;, and with due regard to the custom of the world, 
and their religious law, divide the Wutun into equal shares, so as to prevent any dispute 
amongst their descendants. The person who might hereafter infringe or quirrel regarding 
the agreement now made should he deemed as one who had eaten hog’s tiesh, and broken an 
oath administered on the Koran. 

Nilkunt Rao states that he knows such a document did exist, but never having seen it, 
cannot speak as to the correctness of the copy. 

The latter is from Luxdeer II- to his younger brother («) ar protegf Purwut Sing, conferring 
on him and his heirs half of the Prant or Purguna, (6) and half the Kusha Hursool, inclusive 
of laud revenue and customs, on account of his father having been killed in battle. This 

(at The Murathe* word bean both these meanings. 

(A) In the Murathee a contraction use is made of 9IT, which stands for rrant or Purguna. 
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being sprung from the same stock as their patron, a false claim to a share of 
the principality. m a 

24. When the claims preferred by the impostor were under investigation at 
Poona, Mahadeo Rao Mulhar openly espoused the side of Purwut Sinj*, whilst 
Rajaram Nurhur professed to continue in the interest of tlfe Raja. By play¬ 
ing into one another’s hands, the treacherous Karharees succeeded in extorting 
from Chimnajee a paper* concessorv of all that had been so unjustly claimed by 
the son of his late Sipahee, and in obtaining, from the Peshwa’s officers, 
lettersf conferring on the Muratha half of the principality. 

2.7. In A. d. 1790, the Pcslnva, on a correct representation of the above 
circumstances, was induced to issue an orderrecalling the decree^pawed by 
his officers in favour of the Muratha. lleemut Sing, however, by remaining 
aloof, so as to avoid the order being solved on him, managed to retain the 
original decree. 

26. The assignment in a. d. 1798, of a share of the sequestered revenues 
for the support of the Murat has, is to he attributed to the undue exercise of 
the influence possessed at Court by their relation Manojee Phakray, rather 
than to an admission of the claim they had advanced to being of the same 
lineage as the Raja. 

Suntid. it is stated, was ifrmvn up nfter examining, and with due reference to the Snnud given 
bv his ancestor for half the Prant, half the 1’rant and half the customs having been kept on 
arcount of the expenditure for the fort and Scbundccs. 

Nilkunt Itao suv s his grandmother Aowhaec used to mention that there was ft Sunnd 
given : but the provisions of the Sunnd Mere never enrried into effect; nor did lie ever aee the 
onpinal document, and Cannot., therefore, state whether the copy produced be true. 

• This paper, and the one referred to in pnrnpraph 2", are in originul with Nilkunt. IIho, 
They bear Maliomedaii and Hindoo dates corresponding with 2JHI» May A. I). 1/72, and June 
12th a. n. IW11. Their contents being of importance to the ease under consideration, trans¬ 
lations, prepared by^erjeunt (aoodine, of the Revenue Survey, are. appended. 

+ The original letters are with Nilkunt Kao. They hear date the 7th Kuhee Akhur, 8tm 
Sulla Sliahnn f'i.'tth June 1772), and are addressed by Mnlmdeo Itao ilulal fYsliwa to the 
claimants l’urnut Sinp mid (’himnajec Dulptif Kuo. informing them that their dispute regard¬ 
ing their respective shares to the principality having been duly considered at Aie I-Ioozoor, 
and it appearing that they had, from the time of their ancestors, enjoyed equal portions, 
Pundoovung Krush’s Karkoon, Kallajce, would he sent to make an equitable division. The 
share of the person who might oppose or obstruct this order would be eonfiseated by Govern¬ 
ment; and that Wirnut Sing wns, as in former times, to manage the district. 

The authenticity of these letters is admitted by the Mnhornediui party, hut they contend 
that the seal affixed thereto is the one which was used by the Mootaliksi whilst the order 
recalling thrsc letters hears the impress of the very seal which the Pcnhvva ulwiiyi kept by 
him, and permitted no other person to make use of. (V ide paragraph 32, selause a.) 

J The original was obtained by me from a former Karbnre* of the late Itaja ; it bears 
date 25th llnjub, Sun Ksenee Tuseen (20th February A. ». 1701), and is addressed by the 
Pcslnva Mahadeo Kao Narayen to lleemut Sing, ordering him to deliver over to the Sirkar the 
letters conferring a half share of the Pentli Principality, which his father had by misrepresen¬ 
tation succeeded in obtaining from Government. The authenticity of the document is 
admitted by Nilkuut ilao. 
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27. In a. d. 1801, Luxdeer III., being young, ignorant, and desirous of 
obtaining the release of tHe district from attachment, and surrounded by trea- 
cherous Karbarees, was cajoled into signing a document* admitting the truth 
of all #iat had been advanced by his opponent. 

28. In the preceding six paragraphs I have endeavoured to convey the 
substance of all that has been advanced by the Mahomedan claimants, whose 
story, it will be seem, differs widely from the account given by the Muratha. 

20. Nilkunt Rao maintains that Krushna Dulwee left three sons, two of 
whom were taken to Delhi, and, on becoming converts to Mahomedanism, 
jointly raised to the Penth Gadee,—his own forefather, Ram Krush, with the 
appellation of Abdool Rem, and the Begum’s ancestor by the title already 
quoted/!* 

30. lie then proceeds to trace the genealogy of his family, and to account 
for the descendants of Abdool Rem remaining in the Hindoo faith, and the 
whole of the Gadee having been usurped by the Mahomedan branch. 

31. It is, however, unnecessary that I should task your patience with a 
resume of the lengthy particulars given by Nilkunt Rao, as most of them will 
be found detailed in the appended translations of the papers he and his father 
are accused of having extorted from the two Mahomedan Rajas ; and such as 
are therein omitted 1 have endeavoured to* delin* .tie in the annexed Sketch. 

32. Having thus given a summary of the particulars furnished by the 
rival claimants, 1 will here, to facilitate reference, and save repetition, make 
use of the double column, for inserting my own remarks and opinion, opposite 
to the arguments and proofs which have been adduced by the Mahomedan 
and Hindoo parties, in support of their respective claims;— 

Arguments and Proofs adduced hg the 

Mahomedan and Hindoo Parties .-— 

Mahomedan Party. 

1.—In proof of their ancestors hav¬ 
ing been the sole possessors of the 
principality, they adduce Sunuds of 
successive dates, bearing the seal and 
signature of the several rulers. 

they are intended to establish. It is, however, frequently impossible to 
prove a negative, and perhaps, therefore, the non-existence of any docu¬ 
ments, bearing the impress of a Muratha Raja, is the most forcible argument 
which the case admits of being advanced by the adverse party. 


Remarks and opinion.—Mahomedan 
Party. 

I.—These Sunuds are very good 
evidence that the Mahomedan Rajas, 
whose names and seals they bear, did 
actually occupy the Penth Gadee at 
the time the documents were issued, 
but do not prove the negative, which 


Vide Appeudix B. 


t Vide Sketch opposite page 114. 





HISTORY. 


Jao exchanged his family name of “ Powar” for that of “ Dulwee,” on being 
appointed manager of tlxe villages composing the present Principality of Peutli, and 
then forming part of the possessions of the Raja of Buglana. 

His grandson, Krushna Bhoek Dulwee, ussinned the title of llnja, still retaining hi& 
office of Dulwee, under the Raja of Buglana. 

Previous to his decease, Krushna Bhoek divided Ids estate as follows :— • 

Ram Dvhcee, the eldest legitimate son, was to have the management of the whole 
of the district, with the exception of the Hursool Purgena. 

Bheek Dufwee, the second legitimate son, to have the management of the Hursool 
Purguna, and succeed to some garden land in Kusba Penth, ami the Patelkee Wutun 
of two villages in tin* Diudoree Purguna. 

J.uxftcer Duftree, although the first-born, being a bastard, was to have no shave in 
the management of the district, hut to repair with the family standard, and a party 
of twenty-fisc Sowars, to the service of the Buglana Raja at Moolhcir. 

After the demise of his father, Luvdeer returned from Moolhnir, and usurped the 
management of the wjiole distiiet ; he iimrflcred his brother's Karbnroe, and kept for a 
period his two brothers in eonfiiiement. On their release, they and Luxtlecr jointly 
managed the district. Bheek Dulwee subsequently died without issue, 

JLuxdccr was subsequently guilty of conduct so rebellious that the Mogul Emperor 
sent an officer to seize and take him to Delhi ; the officer was three years nt Pcntll 
before he could lay jmnds on l,u>.deer, and then only effected his purpose by stra¬ 
tagem. • 

Luxdcer, his wife, his son Kooknjec, and his brother Ram Dulwee, were fakeii 
prisoners to Delhi, where the three male prisoners, without proper inquiry as to which 
of them was tjje offender, were sentenced to death ; hut whilst in confinement, 
awaiting the execution of their sentence. Ham Dulwee cured the Emperor’s daughter 
of the asthma, and, consequently, not only obtained a remission of the sentence passed 
on him and his relations, lmt, on the four embracing the religion of Mahomed, the 
Suwnsthan was conferred on Rain Dulwee and Luxdcer, Saluiak, tlic former with the 
title of Abdool Rem, and the lafter with that of Abdool Momin oorf Lttxdecr 
Dulput Rao. 

Ram Dulwqp’s wife was, with her two sons, living at her mother’s house at the time, 
and consequently, having escaped being taken to Delhi, remained in the Hindoo faith. 
Being apprehensive that, in consequence of their diftVience of religion, their descend¬ 
ants would quarrel regarding possession, Abdool Momin executed a deed, dividing the 
district into two equal portions, one to he enjoyed hy his luirs, tin* oilier by the Hin¬ 
doo sons of Ram Dulwee. This deed has been lost. • 

After his return from Delhi, Luxdeer had, by a file dejuie, two sons, Chimnajee 
and Nanoo Meeah. Luxdeer and his brother, Abdool Rem, were killed when waging 
battle with some Kolecs at a village in the Diudoree Purguna, named Mohuree. They 
were both buried in one tomb at Meloosker. 
ir. 



They were succeeded by their five sons, ihe three Musulmans holding jointly a half 
share of the country, and the two Hindoos in like manner a half share. 

To put an end to a quarrel which subsequently arose between Kookajee and Rutton 
Dulwee, the former, being childless, adoptee^ and made a Musulman of the latter's 
younger son, Hurce Sing. 

On Kookajce’a death, ('himnnjee usurped the whole of the tiadee, and sent Huree 
Sing back'to his father. Rutton Dulwee, who however refused to receive the Mahomedau 
convert as a son. 

Hutton Dulwee, with his son Mohun Sing, and the Musulumn Iluree Sing, having 
been deprived of their proper share of the district, went to live with their relation Toke 
at Abhoona. 

. Loxdeer II., after the death of ('himnnjee, Hutton Dulwee, and Huree Sing, went 
to Abhoona, and, by promising to restore liis half share of the district, persuaded 
Mohun Slug to return with him to l’eiith. He fulfilled his promise, and the two 
remained in peaceable possession of the Gadcc until Mohun Sing was killed in a melee 
with some Kolees at Iiursool. 

At this time Mohun Sing’s son, Purwiit Sing, was hut two and a half years of age, 
and therefore could not look to his own interests. Luxdeer gave the widow, Aowhaee, 
a Siinud, conferring on her orphan son half of the Hiii'mhiI I’urgmia, and also bestowed 
three villages in the Pcnlh 1'iirgima on the widow herself. The widow enjoicd for 
some period the three villages which had been conferred on her personally ; hut, in 
ronseqiienee of his youth, and the extreme di tress of mind under which his mother 
laboured, I’urwul Ski!* never took possession of his hah f Iiursool, he and his mo¬ 
ther being kept in Luxdeer’s house, and enjoying the same privileges as if they were 
part of his finally. 

On his attaining the age of eighteen, l’urwut Sing was instructed by his mother, 
Aowhaee, to demand from <'himnnjee (the son and successor of Luxdeer, who had 
lately died) his just share of half the principality, 

On meeting with n refusal from (’himnnjee, l’urwut Sing petitioned the lVshwn, 
Muhndcrf Rao Bulal, who, hating summoned both parlies before him, decided in fat our 
of the claim which had been preferred, ami sent a Knrkoon to lYnth to divide the 
district between the two parties ; and (’himnajee gave the bond quoted in paragraph 
Uti of the accompanying report. , 

I’urwut Sing remained in possession of his share for two years, when he was finally 
dispossessed by the Mahomedau party, 

The rest of the story told by Nilkunt Kao corresponds with the particulars set forth 
by tIn* Mahomcdnu party, as detailed in paragraphs ”, S, !), 10, 11, 12, and 27 
of the accompanying report, with the exception that Nilkunt Kao denies thnt the 
document referred to in the last-mentioned paragraph was obtained otherwise than 
by the free will ami consent of the parties granting it, and endeavours to throw on 
the Mahomedau branch the blame of the disturbances which led to the Peshua’s 
interference. 
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The following is a catalogue of the Sunuds ; they confer grants and privi- 
leges on different individuals :— • * 


Name of the Rqja entered 
in the Snnud. 


Inscription on the Seal. 


English l>ate cmy-finpond- 
ing % with thut which 
the Sunud bean. 


2 . 


3. 


5. 

6 . 

7. 


1. Dulput Rao Raja Abdool Kureem oorl’ Kookajee Raoj 

Dulput, Bunda Basha Alum- 
goer 1089. | 

Abdool Momin oorf! Abdool Rcmecna Abdool Momin, 29th 
Chimnsjoe Dulput Bunda JDurya Sun 1092. 

Rao Raja. 

Abdool Rem oorf,Abdool Romoenn Abdool Momin, 29th 
Chimnajce Dulput Buuda Durya Sftn 1092. 

Rao Raja. 

4. Abdool Rem wulud Not decipherable. 8th 

Abdool Momin oorf 
Chimnajee. 

Chimnajce Dulput Abdool Rcmoena Abdool Momin, 

Rao Raja. | Buuda lhiryn Sim 1092. 

Abdool Rem oorf Abdool llemcciia Abdool Momin oorf 20tli 
Chimnajce Dulput Luxdeer Dulput lino, Buuda Basha 
Rao. Alumgcsr 101§. * 

Dulput Rao Raja Abdool Remeenn Abdool Momin oorf;29th 

Lux doer Diilpiit Rao, Fidwee Mali- 
moud Shah Basha Gazee. 

8. Maliaraj Dulput Rao Abdool Remeeua Alxlool Momin oorf| 

Raja. Luxdeer Dulput Rao, Fidwee Mah¬ 

moud Shall Basha (inzoo. 

9. Dulput Rao Raja Abdool Renicena Abdool Momin oorf) 8th 

Luxdeer Dulput Rao, Fidwee Midi 
moud Shah Basha Gazoo. 

10. Maharaj Luxdeer Abdool Mominecna Abdool Rein, 
Dulput Rao Raja. Bunda Mahmoud Shah Buslia 
j Gazee. 

Luxdur Dulput Rao!Abdool Mornineena Abdool Rem, 1st 
llnja. Bunda Mahmoud Shah Basha 

Gazee. 

Chimnajce Dulput Abdool Rem, Fidwee Sliah Alumgecr 2(ith 
Rao Raja. Rasha Gazee. ; 

Chimnajee Dulput Abdool Rem, Fidwee Shah Alumgecrjliith 
Rao Raja. Basha Gazee 11., Sun 1169. 

14. Abdool h^omin oorf No seal.19th 

Luxdeer Dulput, 

Rao Raja. 


11 . 

12 . 

13. 


February 1683 

March 1694 

a 

March 1694 

November 1698 

October 1701 
March 1706 

November 1723 

June 1724 

July 1724 

October 1727 

October 1761 

October 17.67 
July 1776 
June 1838 


II.—A letter, written in a. d. 1818, II. — Although fully aware how very 

and an affidavit made in a. d. 1830, unreasonable if would be, in an inquiry 
by certain hereditary officers of the like the present, to adhere to the strict 
Penth territory, denying that part of rules of evidence by which an ordi- 
the statement in which the Muratha nary civil suit would b$ tried, still I can- 
Nilkunt Rao asserts (vide Sketch op- not admit the documents here referred 
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positc page 116) that his father Purwut to as sufficient to prove the point they 
Sing was for two years in actual pos- are intended to establish, 
session of certain villages. One of them is a mere letter, written 

• in a. d. 1818, by certain hereditary 

officers, to hiixdccr III., informing him that they had never seen the said 
twenty-three villages under the management 0 f Purwut Sing. Now the evi¬ 
dence of most of the parties subscribing to this document must go for nothing, 
inasmuch as they were not born until long subsequent to the expiration of the 
• two years during which Nilkunt Kuo asserts the villages were enjoyed by his 
father; anfl, therefore, they merely depose to not having seen that which is 
allegcd'to have happened previous to their birth! 

Three of the writers of this letter, however, being very old men, could depose 
regarding a period of which they had actual knowledge; and therefore the 
document would, notwithstanding the death of these three individuals, have 
been most excellent evidence, had it been written at a time when the people 
who allixed their signatures could not possibly have had any temptation to 
deviate from the truth. 

But such is not the ease ; for the paper in question was drawn up at Peuth, 
for the express purpose of disproving the claims pi erred before the Political 
Agent by Nilkunt Kao, and at a time 'when,'if those signing it were anxious to 
serve Luvdeer, they could not have been withheld, by either the fear of a cross- 
examination or the dread of the punishment with whic h such an offence would 
now be visited by the regulation, from giving in a document replete with the 
grossest falsehood. 

Assuredly, then, under such circumstances, we must reject the proffered 
evidence as insutlicient to disprove that which has been advanced by the 
opposite party. 

Similar reasons may be assigned for rejecting the second paper, which was 
drawn up in a. r>. 1830, and is to the same purport as the one* just quoted. It 
is true that this second paper may he considered rather in the light of an affi¬ 
davit than an ordinary letter: but then, although taken regarding a point at 
issue before the Agent for Sirdars, it was drawn up and sworn to at Pcnth, 
before Luxdecr’s own Konmvisdars, without any authority or commission being 
had from Mr. Marriott. Moreover, the deponents never presented themselves 
at Poona for cross-examination, nor even to hear the contents <?f their affida¬ 
vit read out to them. 

III.—A document lately come to III.—Nilkunt llao acknowledges 

light, in which the Murat ha Purwut that this paper is in the handwriting 
Sing promises a heavy bribe to the of his elder brother Heemut Sing, and 
Karbarees mentioned in paragraph ‘23 signed by his father Purwut Sing, 
in event of his succeeding in establish- Its contents prove that the agents of 
ing the claim then preferred before the Mahomedon Raja must have been 
the Peshwa. very corrupt, and prepared to sacrifice 

tlie interests of their own patron; but 
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we cannot infer from the paper that the claim set forth by Purwut Sing was 
false. , • 

The two Karbarees, by aiding the Murat ha, were not only hazarding their 
hereditary offices of Dewan and Vukeel, but even perilling their lives, and 
may, consequently, have exacted the promise of a handsome *iawceur before 
they would consent to run so great a risk. However culpable their conduct 
may have been, Purwut Sing’s compliance with their demands cannot be 
admitted as proof of the falsehood of the claims he had advanced. Consider¬ 
ing the times, and the character of the people he had to deal with, he may 
probably have been of opinion that the most just claims would be negatived 
unless he gained over, by bribes and promises, those whose evidence and 
influence was of such vital importance. 

IV. —In the documents just quoted IV.—It were needless to call in 

as written by Purwut Sing, and ad- question the authenticity of the latter 
mitted by Nilkunt llao as genuine, as of the documents here quoted, as its 
well as in copy of a letter stated to contents correspond with those of the 
have been addressed by the two Kar- former paper, the handwriting and sig- 
barees to Purwut Sing, it is mention- nature of which have been, as above 
cd that the Maliomedans have-been in stated, aekowledged Jby IMilkunt ltao. 
power, “and hitherto carried on* the * These papers, in stating that the 
Government”; therefore the statement rule of the country hud hitherto been 
now made by Nilkunt llao, as to in Musulman hands, would appear to 
Moiiun Sing and Luxdccr 11. having contain a tacit admission that the 
been in joint possession of the Gadec, Muratha branch had exercised no 
is false. » power, nor held any possessions ; and, 

consequently, throw disc red it *on the 
statement of the present Hindoo claimant as regards this point. 

In the papers, however, it is also stated that the ancestors of both branches 
became Musulnihns for the sake of acquiring the principality. This statement 
may at first sight appear destructive of the truth of the account given by the 
Mahomcdan party of the family origin (vide Sketch opposite page 114): 
but it is to be remembered that this latter part of the statement b&irs strongly 
on a point now at issue; and, therefore, is to be received as ex parte, because 
the writers of it had evidently sided with the Hindoo claimant. The admis¬ 
sion, however, made in the first, part of the letter, that the Muratha descend¬ 
ants had never been in power, need not be viewed with the same, suspicion, 
inasmuch as it was not made to serve any purpose, but would appear rather to 
be a casual acknowledgment of a fact which at that lime had not been 
called in question, and subsequently only brought forward when it could no 
longer be refuted by living evidence. 

V. —Although the letters dated 29th V.—l draw quite a contrary infer- 

June 1772, conferring half the prinei- enen from this circumstance. 

pality on the Hindoo claimant (vide The Mootalik being empowered to 
paragraph 24), are drawn up in the make use of the Peshwa’s seal, a 
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name and bear the seal of the Peshwa, paper bearing that impress must be 
still it is known, from the ftf.-m of one considered as authenticated by the 
of the letters,* that it was the copy of Peshwa himself, for qvi per aliumfacit, 
the sea\ which was in the hands of the seipsum facere videtur ; and 1 am of 
Mootalik, whilst the Sunud revoking opinion that the authorised agent of 
the decree bears the impress of the so excellent and just a Prince as 
very seal kept by the Peshwa himself; Mahadeo Kao Bulal was far more 
hence the latter must be entitled to likely to pass a correct and equitable 
greater weight than the former. decision than a weak-minded, inex¬ 

perienced stripling such as Mahadeo 
Rao Narayen. 

VI. —The second time the district VI.—Manojce Plmkray died in 

was attached, a share of the revenues January 1800, whilst it will be ob- 
was granted to Heemut Sing, consc- served, on referring to the note sub- 
quent on the influence possessed by joined to paragraph 11, that the 
his brother-in-law, Manojce Phakray,. Muratha claimant was in receipt of 
at the Court of the Peshwa, and not the allowance during the years a. d. 
with reference to the justice of his 1805 to 1813. In the ahsence of any 
claims. , documents Growing light on the.sub- 

* ject, it is impossible to ascertain the 
grounds on which the Peshwa Bajee Rao. Ilugoonath may have allotted a 
portion of the revenues for the support of the Muratha. Nor, at this distant 
day, would it either be just or expedient to inquire as to whether it was the 
exertion of any undue influence which induced the Peshwa to grant the 
allowance. Were we once to enter on an incpiiry of this mature, it is impos¬ 
sible to foresee when we should be able to close our proceedings. For 
instance, sonic Koonbee or other, whose life had been passed in cultivat¬ 
ing his fields, might start up, and, tracing his descent from the Buglana Raja, 
call in question the right by which Aurungzceb deprived his" ancestor of the 
principality. 

The will of the Peshwa, when once expressed, became law ; and it is assur¬ 
edly sufficient if we look to the legality of what was done under former Go¬ 
vernments, without inquiring as to its justice. 

VII. —The members of the Hindoo Vll.—This inference is scarcely 

branch have from time to time entered warranted. Even Nilkun* Rao himself, 
their names and lineage in the records in 1819-20, long after the plea had 
kept by their Oopadheeasf at Nasik been advanced of his ancestor having 

* In tho Feahwa\. seal, the last letter of the word Prudhnn not having been inverted, the 
impression came off thus 5TU7<; on the seal in the keeping of the Mootalik, the same letter was 
properly engraved, and came off thus STtfpq'. 

t A family priest. The Qopadbeeas, at large places of pilgrimage, such as Nasik and Trim- 
huk, keep a regular set of books, containing the name and pedigree of the various persons for 
whom they officiate. 

This is done with a view to preserve to the family of the Oopadheeas the spiritual control 
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and Trimbuk, but made no allusion in becomca Musulman, carefully abstain- 
these entries to Ram Dulwee having ed from |he mention of any such 
assumed the name of Abdool Rem, change. It is possible that this omis- 
and become a convert to* Mahomed- sion on the part of Nilkunt Rao and 
anism. Hence the inference that Nil- the other members of bis fiunify arose 
kunt Rao had no Musulman ancestor, from a feeling of the impropriety of 

acknowledging, in such a document, 
relationship with a person of another faith, because the admission might tend 
to damage their purity as Hindoos. Although somewhat out of place here, it 
cannot be superfluous to state that the Musulman party carefully abstained 
from adducing the argument no\t- combated, or, in fact, alluding «?o njiy par¬ 
ticulars which could lead me to call for the production of the Oopadheea’® 
books, until they learnt that I had alrt'iuiy been actively employed in ex¬ 
amining the registers ; and even then they found means to dissuade the 
Oopadheea from producing a paper which would have at once proved the 
incorrectness of their statement on some most material points. 

It was only after I had written the above paragraphs, and again sent for 
the Oopadheea, in order that 1 might clear up, by a cross-examination, the 
doubts which existed in my mind as fo the extent and truth of the information 
already afforded, and had also ex pressed jny dissatisfaction at flic evasions which 
had been attempted to be practised on this and other points, and my determi¬ 
nation to stop the proceedings, and report to Government, that the Begum's 
Karbaree, at the last moment, thinking 1 knew more than 1 actually did, pro¬ 
duced a copy of the paper in question. The Karbaree declined slating whence 
he had procured tins copy, but by sending for the Oopadheea before he could 
possibly be made aware of what had just passed, I obtained from him the 
original. It is drawn up in the name, and bears the seal of Luxdeer I. 
Being obscurely worded, a literal translation might fail to give a precise idea 
of its contents, .which will be bettor understood by a glance at the following 
Table. 

The paper was written in 1508 Shake (a. j>. 1040-47), by Luxdeer, after 
his conversion to Mahomcdanism, and his acquisition of the Penth country, 
which, as the document itself b*,ars intrinsic evidence of authentic ity, shows 
the correctness of what I have before advanced, that the family must have 
been first raised to the Gadee about two hundred years since.* 

* 

over succeeding generations, it being usual for persons visiting the Jutras from a distance to 
employ the priest who is in possession of the sign manual of their ancestors. The Oopa¬ 
dheea adda the calling of an innkeeper to bis spiritual functions, so the preservation of hia 
records ia, to him, an object of the greatest importance. 

* Old entries by other members of the family might at first tight lead to a supposition that 
the principality was not conferred on Luxdeer till a much later period ; but the obscure 
wording of these old documents gives them an apparent meaning whiab a closer e x a m ina t ion 
shows to be erroneous. This 1 mention to prevent after cavil. 



12 2 


pent/i estate. 


Talk of the Family of Luxdeer /., as given by hhhself, in a Paper deposited 

ecith the Oopqdheoa. 

Bheek Dulwee. 


I 


Luxdeer Dulput Rao. 


Krushnn Dulwee. 


Bheek Dulwee. 


- 1 _ 

Ram Dulwee. 


Kook Dulwee. 


Button Dulwee. ! Lukam Dulwee. 


Hero, then, we find that Krushna Dulwoe’s fath r’s name was Bheek, not 
Kook'.ijee; that he had three sons, ami no Brothers; all which facts disprove 
the statements to which the Mahomedan party hitherto have attached so 
much importance, and continued pertinaciously to bring forward. 

VIII.—If Itain Dulwee did become VIII.—Nilkunt Rao replies that 

a Musulmun, where is his tomb ? The Abdoot Rem (Ram Dulwee) and his 
burial-place of Luxdeer I., his wives, brother Luxdeer Were both killed in 
and all those who claim descent from an action with some Kolees, and 
him, can be pointed out. buried under one tomb, at the village of 

Meloosker, in the Dindoree Purguna. 
I visited the tomb mvself, and found it surmounted by two Tu.uveezes,* 
appearing at first sight as if two persons had been buried there. On a more 
narrow examination, however, it might he seen that one of the Tu,uveezes was 
of the usual 4 form and size, and the other was smaller and flat, and yet not like 
the flat Tn.uveezesf placed over women. 

From inquiries made amongst Musulmans, I learn that two Tu,uveezes are 
never raised on one tomb, and that Mahomcdans are always buried singly, 
save when many may fall in battle, and from press of time are east into pits, 
as with us. Tins could not have been the ease in the present instance, as the 
action took place at some distance, and the body or bodies were brought to be 
buried at Meloosker, a Patelkce village of the family. ( 

The Begum's party account for the apparent anomaly of there being two 
Tu.uveezes and one body by saying that Luxdeer, the only person buried 

• The distinguishing mark that a true believer lies below. 

t The Tujuvcez placed over a male is shaped thus A, that over a female thus d. 
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there, lost his head in battle, and the head, being afterwards recovered, was 
buried by the side of the body. * • 

Finding that the soil was not of a corrosive quality, destructive to bony 
matter, I inquired in writing of the several claimants whether they h$d any 
objection, on the soore of leligious or family feelings, to the point in dispute 
as to the existence of one or two bodies being ascertained by an examination 
of the contents of the tomb, and having procured the full consent of all parties, 
and in the presence of their agents, 1 opened the grave. 

I found situated at the usual depth, immediately below the larger Tu.uvee*, 
the remains of the skeleton of one body, without, however, any traces of the 
skull, leaving it to be inferred that a headless trunk had been interred there. 
Under the Smaller flat Tu,uveez, although 1 dug much deeper, not a vestige of 
hone could be found. 

Had the one skeleton discovered been placed in the middle of the tomb, one 
might have supposed that the Tu,uveez had also been originally placed in the 
centre, but subsequently moved by the Muratha party on one side, and the* 
flat and smaller one added ; but from the position in which the skeleton was 
found (in relation to the Tu,uveez above), it is most probable that after the inter¬ 
ment no alteration had ever been made in the situation of the larger Tu,uvec/.. 

How then, it may be asked, cafne it to be placed on one side of the tomb, 
and the flat and smaller Tu,uveez on the other ? This 1 think can be well ac¬ 
counted for, when we know that Mahomcdans, like Jews, have a superstitious 
feeling of aversion to its being known that any part of the bodies of their 
friends or relations remains unburied, and, possibly from a feeling of this kind, 
the sons of the deceased Luxdeer may, after burying the headless trunk in the 
presence of their followers, have given it out that they had afterwards recovered 
the head from the enemy, and placed it lieside the body. To give a colour to 
this report, in building the tomb, the large Tu,uvcez was placed on one side, 
over the body, and the smaller over the spot where the head was stated to be. 

This supposition is borne out by the family tradition alluded to above, and 
which was mentioned to me long previous-to my visiting the tomb. 

Muratha Party. Muratha Party. 

I.—The papers of which translations I.—The Mahomedan parly main- 

are annexed as Appendices A and B, tain that the former of these jmpers was 
in which the Raja Chimnajee and his extorted from Chimnajee, and that 
adopted son Luxdeer III. fully admit Luxdeer was cajoled iyto giving the 
the greater part of that which has latter. In proof of the first of these 
been advanced by the Hindoos. allegations they urge? that Chimmf 

jee’s paper waft witnessed by Sunjoo 
Nurotum, Deshmook and Deshpandia of Buglana, who, however, subscribed 
himself by the single title of Deshpandia ; and that his thus affixing only one 
of his titles affords proof of the deed, not having been fully and fairly execut¬ 
ed. It is certainly the custom for such officers, when witnessing any deed, 
is 
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to affix their titles at full length ; and they arc generally rather particular in 
doing so, not only to display (heir consequence, but also to multiply records 
in proof of their having been in the enjoyment of the office ; still, at this dis¬ 
tance pf time, it is impossible to surmise from wh/t cause this omission may 
have arisen, and it is of less consequence when vve^onsider that this deed was 
drawn up at Poona, during the reign of the just Mahadeo Rao Bulal, whose 
name, as protector of the weak, stands high in the annals of his country, and 
that the paper was further authenticated by the seal of the Mahoinedan law 
officer of Poona. 

In proof of Luxdccr having been cajoled into signing the latter document, 
the M fisufman party argue his extreme ignorance and youth at the time of the 
deed being executed ; but although he was young, be it remembefed that his 
mother Rajkoor, his immediate protectress, was always esteemed a woman of 
ability and cunning, and that this deed was fully witnessed. 

Although, then, it must be considered that there is no actual evidence of 
these documents having been unfairly obtained, still the impression on my 
mind is, that in slating the Mahomedan branch to have once had a share in 
the rule of the principality, and Rum Dulwco to have become a Mahoinedan, 
they state more than ever actually happened. It \ '*rc difficult to reconcile this 
impression with the circumstances winch appeal in evidence as to the docu¬ 
ments having been fairly obtained; still it is an impression formed after a 
most careful and patient examination of the ease, ami it is strengthened by 
the fact that llheck Did wee is in those documents named as the third son, 
whereas from the original pedigree, roll of Luxdccr, the authenticity of which 
is unquestionable, it appears lie is the second sou. r 

One blemish in the historical truth of the document nmy give grounds for 
us to view the whole with some suspicion ; and it is therefore just possible 
that (’hiinnujee may have signed his paper under an erroneous idea of its 
nature and extent, or, in fact, been deceived by his Karbarees^who, as has been 
above shown, were in the interest of the opposite party; whilst Rajkoor may 
have allowed her son Luxdccr to sign the document drawn up in his name, 
from the idea that the doing so would induce the Muratha claimants to exer¬ 
cise their interest at Court, in freeing the country from sequestration. 

If Ram Dulwec became a Musulman, where is his tomb i If his Maho¬ 
medan descendants exercised a share of the executive functions, where are 
Sounds bearing their seals, or any other deeds running in their name ? 
Had any suchgver been in existence, can wc suppose that the party would not 
have eagerly brought them forward ? 

33. Wc have now taken a view of what the two main parties claiming 
the succession have toVay in support of their respective cases. Before enter¬ 
ing on the sub-division involved in the claims of the two Musulman personages, 
whose pretensions are identical, in so far as they are opposed to those of the 
Muratha, it may be well to dispose of the principal question, namely whether 
the right of inheritance be vested in the Muratha or in the Musulman. 
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34. It appears to be clearly established that the two branches are sprang 
from one common ancestor, Krusluyi DuUvee, ami that with his issue the 
lineage branched off into two houses, those of Luxdecr and of Ham Dulwee. 
But the assertions that thV latter passed over to the faith of Mahomed, and 
that his descendants enjoy til a share of the Gadee, are not satisfactorily borne 
out by any proofs adduced. 

33. The remaining arguments used, directly or impliedly, by Nilkunt 
Hao, are,— 

1st.—That Kookajee, the sole legitimate son of Luxdecr, having died 
without issue, his inheritance ought not to have passed to his two bastard 
brethren, but into the collateral or Hindoo branch, of which Nilkunf Itao is 
now the representative. 

‘Inri .—That although Chimnajee I. anti his.bastard descendants have, up to 
the demise of the late Luxdecr 111., wrongfully usurped, sometimes the 
whole of the principality, and at ull limes the privileges appertaining to the 
elder branch of the family, still as, by the decease of the late Luxdecr, the male 
representatives have become extinct, the succession ought, ut any rate, now to 
pass to the eollutcral or Hindoo brunch. 

3(i. To the first of these arguments it may be replied, ^llult this allegation 
of bastardy, as regards the father and brethren of Kookajee, is now for the first 
time brought forward; it was never advanced by the Muratba contenders in 
any former inquiry held either under the lYshwa’s or the British Government. 
The question therefore arises, by what proof is it noir supported ? By none. 
But even if this assertion of Nilkunt llao were true, it would rather militate 
against his pretensions than make in favour of them, inasmuch as, wofcp they 
bastards, horn from a common prostitute,* Chiinuujcc and Nunoo Meeali 
were precluded by the Mahomedan law from inheritance.-|- But their father, 
Luxdecr I., was, according to Nilkunt Kuo, also horn of a prostitute, and, us 
suc h, being in the eye of the Mahomedan law films nttllms, he could have 
no collateral kindred. Nilkunt Kao does not cull in question the right of 
Luxdecr I. to the possessions, nor cun he, for they were conferred by royal 
gift; and although a bastard eaquot inherit, yet he can acquire. Kookajee, 
being legitimate, could of course inherit, for a bustard may have heirs, 
although he cannot have ancestors. Kookajee, then, having no eollutcral 
kindred, and dying without issue, his inheritance should have lapsed to the 
paramount authority, llis cousins could not inherit because, their uncle, 
Luxdecr, being a bastard, was not legally related, and therefore the same 
law which would preclude the bastard sons of Luxdecr from inheriting would 

• 

* The literal meaning of the term used by the Mu rath a, viz. Ilhogputhec is "girl 

of pleasure,” i. e.fiUe dejoit, or common prostitute. 

t Authorities .—Replies to Questions put to the Mahomcdau Law OHieers of tiicTanoa uud 
Poona AdawhiU; McNaghtcn’s Principles and Precedents of Mahomcdau'Law. 
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to a still greater degree debar bis nephews, with whom Luxdeer himself, being 
a bastard, could, as already shown, have^no legal consanguinity. 

37. It will be evident, then, that the bastardy of Chimnajee and Nunoo 
Meeah, even if admitted, does not give the shad/tw of a title to the Hindoo 
party ; and although the assumption of the Gadce by Chimnajee may have 
been originally an act of usurpation, nevertheless prescriptive right, founded 
on a period of full one hundred and forty-five years, would be held in all 
countries, both of Asia and Euroj>e, as sufficient to secure a right of succes¬ 
sion to his descendants. 

38. This prescriptive right we know to have been sanctioned by the father 
and elder' brother of Nilkunt Kao himself; tor in no instance, not even when 
backed by Manojee Phakray’s strong influence at Court, # did they ever deny 
that Chnunajce’s descendant had a right to the executive power and place on 
the Gadee. 

39. This sanction, then, of prescriptive right, totally invalidates the first 
objection advanced by Nilkunt Kao. 

40. The answer to Nilkunt Kao’s second objection hinges primarily on a 
question as to whether a female can succeed to the executive power. 

41. This question will be presently discussed, ' hen considering the respec¬ 
tive claims of the two Musulman parties; meansvnile it may be sufficient to 
remark, that even supposing Nilkunt Kao’s assertion were deemed to be 
proved, still his own claims are thereby in nowise advanced, inasmuch as it 
is an established principle of both Hindoo and Mahomedan law, that a Hindoo 
cannot inherit from a Musulman : if, therefore, a female cannot succeed, the 
property, being without legal heirs, must escheat to the paramount j>ower, that 
is the'British Government. 

42. On the above grounds, Nilkunt Kao’s claim would be equally 
untenable were we to admit as proved his unsupported statement that his 
ancestor Katn Dulwee had become a Musulman, and, along with the brother, 
Luxdeer, been raised to the Gadec.t 

43. So that in every point of view Nilkunt Kao’s title is nullified. 

44. Having thus disposed of the title of the Muratha claimant, it now 
remains to consider the validity or otherwise of the claims put forward by 
the two Musulman parties, viz. 1st, Soorujkoor, sister-in-law, and 2nd, the 
Begum, daughter of the late Raja. 

45. Soorujkoor does not deny that the Begum’s title is valid, supposing 

* Vide paragraphs 26 and 32, clause 6. 

t It will have be§n observed (vide paragraph 29) that Nilkunt Rao maintains the principa¬ 
lity was conferred on the +wo brothers as a price of, and subsequent to, their conversion. 
This conversion must, by their religious law, be held to sever all family ties; and although the 
Hindoo braqch could have inherited property possessed or acquired by their ancestors previous 
to their change of religion, the circumstance of this property having been obtained by them 
subsequent to, and as a price of, their conversion, clearly excludes all further participation on 
the part of those descendants who remain ia the Hindoo faith. 
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the case one of inheritance of common landed or other property ; but she 
maintains, that according to the usag^ of all the petty feudal States, be the 
religion of the ruler Musulman or Hindoo, a Kuneea or daughter is never 
allowed to succeed to theVradee; that in repeated instances a Kuneea has 
been passed over to make Wfiy for a more distant male relation * that in other 
instances the widows of Rajas have been allowed to carry on the government, 
and, in case they were not pregnant at the time, to provide for the succession 
by adoption. 

46. Hence, argues Soorajkoor, “ since my husband, had he been alive, must 
certainly, to the exclusion of the Begum, have succeeded Luxdeer in the 
principality, and, on his dying without adult male issue, the chief* authority 
would, agreeably to the practice of the country, have devolved on me, with 
power to continue the succession by adoption, I should at once be seated on 
the Gadee, and allowed to adopt; for my title to succeed is not at all invali¬ 
dated by the accident of my husband having died previous to tile demise of 
Luxdeer ill., the bond of relationship remaining the same.” 

47. Soorujkoor is not, however, borne out in this conclusion. There are 
precedents for widows of deceased Rajas being permitted to carry on the go¬ 
vernment, pending the birth or minority of a son, and there are cases in which 
Government, as an act of grace, has permitted childless widows*to adopt; but no 
precedent* can be quoted for the widow of an heir presumptive to a petty princi¬ 
pality, such as Pcnth, succeeding, or adopting an heir to thcGudce ; and, con¬ 
sequently, the very argument which Soorujkoor adduces as destructive of the 
claims of the Begum, viz. “ the want of precedents,” is equally if not^tnore fatal 
to her own pretensions, however ingenuously she may have attempted to sup¬ 
port them, by endeavouring to make her own situation analogous to lhaPof the 
widows of personages who were in actual possession of the Gadee at the time 
of their decease. 

48. It now only remains for us to dispose of the pretensions of the 
Begum. 

49. As the lineal and the only descendant of the late Luxdeer, her right 

• 

* Mulhar Rao Ilolkar had only one spn, Kundeh Kao, who married the celebrated Ayla- 
bacc, by whom he had one son, Malce Kao. Kundeh Kao died before hi* father, and Malea 
Rao therefore succeeded to hia grandfather’! poaaeaaiona. On Malce Rao’a death, his mother 
Aylabaee assume^ the adminiatration ; hut this, we learn from Sir John Malcolm, ahe did, 
“ on the grounds that the heira of Mulhar Rao were extinct on the death of her son, and 
that, aa wife and mother of the two last representatives of the family, she had the exclusive right 
of selecting the successor.” In this case we sec the succession claimed by the Race, not merely 
on the ground of being the widow of the heir presumptive, but also on the plea of being represen¬ 
tative of the aon who had been in actual possession; whilst the claims of Soorujkoor rest on the 
former grounds alone. Not only in this particular are the cases different, for the Ilolkar State 
was at that time possessed of great power, and Aylabaec’s succession was permitted more 
probably from political considerations, and her own ability to uphold her claims, than from • 
simple consideration of her right of inheritance,---considerations which arc quite inapplicable 
to the petty principality of 1'eutb. 
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of succeeding to the deceased’s possessions is, by her religious law, unques¬ 
tionable. As to the usage,* * * § . however, which obtains in the petty principalities 
of the Dangs, regarding female succession, I have taken the liberty of referring 
to the Agent at Surat, and Collectors of Khandesh/ind Tanna. Copies of my 
reference, and* of the replies received from these' officers, are annexed,* as 
throwing light on several points noted in this despatch.^ 

50. It will be seen, from the appended correspondence, that although 
Kuneeas or daughters have been passed over in favour of distant male rela¬ 
tions, no case is instanced, parallel to the present, in which there is no male 
relation, near or distant. 

51. <i Although, however, no precedent, as far as I can learn, is to be quoted, 
for a daughter succeeding to a petty principality, it were hardly fair to infer 
that the territory should escheat to' the paramount authority, inasmuch as a 
precedent^ for such a course is also wanting ; whilst the undoubted right, by 
the religious law, of the Begum to inherit, in the case of private property, would 
appear, in the absence of contrary precedents, to impart a degree of strength to 
her claims which Government would probably not be inclined to overrule, 
except upon very urgent grounds. 

52. Such grounds, however, l believe to exist in the present case ; for the 
Begum is altogether incapable of conducting the affairs of the principality. 
Having attained puberty, she is, by the Mahomedan law, competent to manage 
affairs, but she is nevertheless quite unfitted for the station she claims. 

53. ller father, although a Musulman, left her to the care of a Brahminee 
Karkoon, with an allowance for her support of from lis. 13 to Bs. 14 per men¬ 
sem : no provision whatever was made for attendants, or education ; and, at the 
time lavished Penth, she was, perhaps, more ignorant than Mahomedan females 
of the lowest class commonly are. 

54. She appears bent upon marrying an individual whom that unprincipled 
Agent lleyat Khan§ brought from a distance, and introduced to her notice, 

* Appendix C. 

f The Ag^it in charge of the state papers at Poona was also referred to, but the corre¬ 
spondence wrs conducted in the Murat hoc languageand as it coutains nothing of import¬ 
ance, I have not thought uccessary to annex translations. 

J McNaghten’s Precedents of Mahomedan Law. 

§ The following extracts will show the opinion which wrs entertained of this individual by 
Messrs. Reid, Pottingcr, and Reeves :—“ The credit of the Raja is entirely destroyed, princi¬ 
pally through the conduct of his new Dewans Balabhnee And Ilevat Khan. lie is merely a 
tool in the hands of these persons, who keep up for themselves a state and equipage, at his 
expense, which but ill befit his present circumstances, and tend to involve him still deeper 
in his pecuniary difficulties.”—(Paragraph 7 of Mr. Reid’s letter to Captain Pottingcr, dated 
31st July 1823.) 

" The copies of correspondence which I formerly sent you will have informed you of my 
opinion of the Raja’s entire want of veracity, honour, or any other projjer feeling; and these 
sentiments are greatly increased by my finding, from your letter under reply, that the ltaja 
has persisted in employing Balabhaee and lleyat Khan, against whom 1 mvsclf personally and 
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in order that, by marrying her to a creature of his own, he might retain and 
increase the influence he exercised .during the tjjne of her father, the late 
Luxdeer. 

55. Should, then, the t^ioice of a husband be left to herself, her unfitness 
for the Gadee would by i^p means be remedied by marriage > and although 
Government might object to any particular individual, yet I know not how it 
could with propriety interfere so far as to take an active part in the selection. 

56. In the will* purporting to be that of the late llaja, two guardians, 

Sheshadree Shreenewas, and Jungo Sir Patel, are appointed, to make choice 
of a husband for the Begum, and conduct the affairs of the State until a son 
is bom, and placed on the Gadee* • » 

57. Upon being first made acquainted with the contents of this will, suspi¬ 

cions arose in my mind as to the circiftnstances under which it had been 
obtained from the late Raja. * 

58. With a view of satisfying myself on this point, I elicited, during a 
conversation with one of the interested parties (Sheshadree Shreenewas), the 
names of the persons who were to be brought forward as witnesses to the 
execution of the document, should its validity be questioned. 1 procured the 
attendance of all these witnesses, without allowing them to suspect my inten¬ 
tions in so doing, or affording them anyopportunity of comparing notes after 
they had assembled At my Kucheree. 

59. Their evidence regarding the execution of the will was, as I expected, 
most glaringly contradicting. This much, however, was established, that the 
document was drawn up by the two persons nominated as guardians, at a 
house some forty yjirds distant from that in which the llaja was lying, and 
the signature of the deceased obtained without his being made pfoperly 
acquainted with its contents, and while he must have been in a state of weak¬ 
ness, both of body and mind, rendering him incapable of attending to any 
business whatever.*!* 

particularly warned him whilst here (at Ahmednuggur), and who arc people of the worst cha¬ 
racter.”—(Paragraph 2 of Captain Pottinger’s letter to Mr. Itcid, dated 23rd September 1823.) 

“ The man Hcyat Khan, Jemadar, 1 understand acts just as he chooses, without the slightest 
regard to justice; and I have at this moment a complaint against him for an attack made 
upon some of Baba Saheb’s (the late Raja’s) people, three of whom were on the occasion 
severely wounded.”—(Paragraph 3 of Mr. Reeves’ letter to Mr. Mills, dated 11th March 1834.) 

* The original will was forwarded to Government by the Begum, and a translation forward¬ 
ed to the Collector of Ahmednuggur, with Mr. Willoughby’s letter of 10th January last. 

t Yeara ago, and when even in a state of perfect health, the intellect of the Raja was con¬ 
sidered weak in the extreme, as will appear from the following extracts of recorded correspond¬ 
ence The Raja is an unprincipled, debauched, ignorant tqpn, knowing nothing of his 
own affairs.” “ He is a person perfectly incapable of acting for himself, being in fact scarcely 
removed from idiotism.”—(10th and 11th paragraphs of letter from Mr. Boyd to Collector of 
Ahmednuggur, dated 30th June 1825.) 

“ I have only to remark that it is another instance of that total disregard of truth, justice, 
and common sense, which 1 have always experienced in the conduct of this Chief."—(6th 
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60. Under these circumstances, it may probably occur to Government to 
set the will aside, and select a Karbarea to assist the Begum in conducting 
the affairs of the principality; but this course appears to me to be one which 
would give rise to numerous references, and entail iyuch trouble and annoyance 
upon Government, while it would be little less d/stasteful to the Begum and 
her advisers than the escheatment of the State to the paramount power. 

61. The Karbaree, if anxious to perform his duty, would speedily find 
the Begum opposed to him, as in the matter of her marriage, alluded to in a 
preceding paragraph, an injudicious expenditure of her revenues, or oppres¬ 
sive conduct towards her subjects; and in this opposition she would be zealous¬ 
ly encouraged and supported by the interested and unprincipled advisers 
who now surround her. Frequent complaints of the Karbaree’s conduct 
would ensue, his measures would be thwarted, and the time of the officer 
at Nasik taken up in reconciling and investigating these differences, whilst 
we should fail to attain our object of securing a good Government to the 
inhabitants of Pentli. 

62. On the other hand, should His Honour in Council determine upon 
annexing the State to the British territory, I see no difficulty likely to be 
experienced in carrying on its administration. Fo long since as 1825, Mr. 
Boyd advanced a similar opinion, and., stated that l{ our having charge of the 
country would be the most effectual means of securing its peace and prospe¬ 
rity, and, consequently, the most advantageous for our neighbouring dis¬ 
tricts.”* While this must be admitted in its full extent, I would observe that 
the management of the principality must be entrusted to a Native officer, with 
considerable discretionary power, and that the successful issue of the change 
would‘■mainly depend on his discretion, honesty, and experience; for, owing 
to its local position, and comparative insignificance, it will be next to impos¬ 
sible tor the European functionaries at Nasik, with their present extensive 
charges, to visit it in person, or devote much time to the consideration of its 
affairs. 

63. fa event of the annexation of the country to the British territory 
being deteipnined upon, our criminal code might, 1 conceive, be brought into 
early operation; and 1 should be happy to draw up and submit for approval 
a few simple rules, which my local experience has suggested as most fitting, 
for -the revenue and judicial management of the district, in its present con¬ 
dition. 

paragraph of letter from Mr. Boyd to the Collector of Alimednuggur, dated the 22nd March 
1827.) 

“ Which I mention as an example of the incapacity, and almost idiotism of the man, as 
alluded to by Mr. Boyd.—(2nd paragraph of Mr. Dunlop’s letter to Commissioner of the 
Deccan, dated 20th September 1825.) 

* Opinion quoted in Mr. Dunlop’s letter to Commissioner of the Deccan, dated 20th 
September 1825. 
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The most eligible Mode op Provision for rejected Claimants. 

64. The claim of Nilkunt Rao, a| representative of the junior branch of 
the family, was inquired into by Colonel Pottinger, when Collector of Ahmed- 
nuggur, who decided that hte should have an annual allowance of Rs. 3,q00, of 
which Rs. 2,000 were to i|e paid him in cash, and villages,* then yielding 
Rs. 1,500, consigned him on account of the balance.* This award was fre¬ 
quently appealed against by the opposite party; but in the year 1828 Go¬ 
vernment, after receiving a report on the subject from Captain Pottinger’s 
successor, Mr. Lumsden, decided that the objections- brought against the 
arrangements effected by the former officer were “ completely disproved.’’-f 

65. Notwithstanding this strong expression of opinion, howevef, the 
dispute was the frequent subject of reference from .Government to the local 
authorities, until after the receipt of two efetailed reports from the Agent for 
Sirdars, when Government finally determined^an the. enforcement of Captaiq 
Pottinger’s decision.^ The Mahomedan party still continued to remonstrate, 
but fruitlessly ; Government having, under date 13th June 1835, recorded its 
determination “ that the matter, having been formally and finally settled, 
cannot be reopened .’*§ 

66. Under these circumstances, it would ill become me t to canvass the 
merits of Captain Pottinger’s defcisionr which must of course be upheld. 
I would, however, strongly urge the necessity of some modification of the 
arrangements now in force for securing to Nilkunt Rao the allowance decreed 
him. 

67. Mr. Reid, when First Assistant Collector at Nasik, was directed by 
Captain Pottinger to depute to Penth two clever and trustworthy Karkoons from 
his own Kucheree, for the purpose of settling, on the spot, the villages which, 
according to the terms of his decision, noticed in a preceding paragraph,! 
were to be handed over to Nilkunt Rao in lieu of Rs. 1,500 of his allowance; 
and of which villages he (Nilkunt Rao) was to have “the exclusive manage¬ 
ment and benefit.” 

68. In executing these instructions, Mr. Reid was most careful to select 
villages of which he could assign every item of revenue to Nilkunt Rao, in 
order to prevent any motive or pled for interference on the part of the ltaja.^f 

69. Like judicious precautions, however, were not tuken oil a subsequent 

* 

* Captain Pottinger’s letter to Mr. itei<!, dated 7th May 1823. 

t Government letter to Agent for Sirdarg, dated 9th May 1828. « 

* Letter from Agent for Sirdarg to Government, dated 1st November 1830 ; Government to 
Agent for Sirdars, 22nd April 1831 ; Government to Collector of Ahmednuggur, 2/th April 
1832; Government to Collector of Ahmednuggur, 11th May 1832 *, Government to Agentfor 
Sirdars, 11th May 1832; Agentfor Sird&ra to Government, 28th October 1833 ; Government 
to Collector of Ahmednuggnr, 9th December 1833. 

§ Government to Collector and Magistrate of Ahmednuggur. 

H Vide paragraph 62. % Vide Appendix D. 

19 
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occasion, when additional villages, in lieu of the cash payments which had 
been withheld by the Itaja^were assigned to Nilkunt Rao, by order of Govern¬ 
ment. 

70. In the instance alluded to, Mr. Reeves wa^ directed to attach villages 
yielding an annual revenue of Rs. 3,000, # and, for ^his purpose, a Vukeel of one 
of the Moonsiffs Courts was deputed to Penth, receiving his pay from Nilkunt 
Rao, an interested party. This Vukeel, who was but little conversant with 
revenue details, omitted the precaution, taken by Mr. Reid, of including, in 
his valuation of the villages selected, all the items of revenue; and conse¬ 
quently, as might have been anticipated, the omitted items were continued 
to be eplleteted by the Raja, and the opening for interference in the management 
of the villages thus occasioned proved a fertile source of dispute between the 
two rival parties. 

71. In forwarding complaihts from Nilkunt Rao on this subject, Mr. 
Reeves took occasion to point out to the Collector the degree in which his 
settlement differed from that of Mr. Reid, and recommended, in order to save 
N ilkunt Rao from what he considered “ unwarrantable interference”. on the 
part of the Raja, that the latter should be prohibited from levying the omitted 
items of revenue for the future.f 

72. 1 cannot ascertain, from the $asik <recor«.», that Mr. Reeves received 
any reply to this reference; but last July, when reporting on a petition present¬ 
ed to Government by Nilkunt Rao, Mr. Harrison recommended that the 
Raja of Penth should be interdicted exercising interference, or levying any 
taxes whatever, in the villages assigned to Nilkunt Rao,:}; a recommendation 
in which Government concurred.^ 

73. " Copy of these instructions was forwarded to me for my guidance, but 
I have delayed acting on them under the impression that Government, when 
made aware of the right which the late Raja had to the collection of all the 
items omitted in Mr. Reeves’ settlement, would cancel this^irohibitory order, 
and either permit the party on whom the possessions of the late Luxdeer may 

* Rs. 2,000 on acoount of the cash payment awarded by Captain Pottinger, and Rs. 1,000 
to be held for a limited period on account of arrears.-^(Vide Government letters to Collector 
of Alimednuggur, dated 27th April and 10th May 1832, and .9th December 1833 j letter from 
First Assistant Principal Collector of Ahmednnggur in charge to Government, 24th February 
1832; letters from Collector of Ahmednuggur to Mr. Reeves and government, 29th July 
1831; Government to Collector of Ahmednuggur, 22njl August 1834 ; Cdilector of Ahmed¬ 
nuggur to Government, 1st September 1834 ; Mr. Reeves to Collector, 12th September 1834; 
Magistrate to Government, 18th September 1834 ; Government to Collector of Ahmednuggur, 
25th September and 7th October 1834; Mr. Reeves to Collector, 25th October 1834; Collector to 
Mr. Reeves, 3rd November 1834 ; Government to Collector, 20th November 1834; Mr. Dallas 
to Assistant in charge, 24 fn November 1834 ; Assistant in charge to Mr. Dallas, 4th De¬ 
cember 1834; Mr. Reeves to Collector, 10th February 1835.) 

t Vide Appendix E. 

X Report No. 1004, dated 31st July 1338. 

4 Government to Collector of Ahmednuggur, 12th October 1838. 
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devolve to continue the levy of those items, or, which would be a better 
arrangement still, and prevent all occasion of future dispute, restore to the 
Raja’s successor part of the villages now held by Nilkunt Ilao, upon condi¬ 
tion that the former gave up all claim whatever upon the revenues, or inter¬ 
ference with the management of the remainder. * 

74. At the same time Nilkunt Rao should be made to furnish most satis¬ 

factory security for the regular payment of the allowance* assigned from his 
revenues to his sister-in-law Kumlabaee by Captain Pottinger, and confirmed 
by Government.'f' At present this poor woman is put to great straits by her 
allowance falling in arrears, and the Government officers to great trouble and 
inconvenience by the necessity of attaching villages in order to secufe sven a 
payment in part. , 

75. In event, however, of His Honour in Council determining that the 
possessions of tire late Raja have escheated Government, l would suggest, 
as necessary to the peace and security of the district, that a resumption be 
also made of the whole of the villages now held by Nilkunt Rao, who, with 
his sister-in-law Kumlabaee, might receive their allowances in cash. 

76. Soorujkoor, as a member of the family, now enjoys a village, and some 
petty items of revenue from -other sources. These should of course lie con¬ 
tinued, or, should the district be tsfken possession of by the /lonorable Com¬ 
pany, an allowance in money be paid her in lieu of them. 

77. It has been already stated,J that about Rs. Id or Rs. 14 per mensem 
were allowed by the late Luxdeer for the support of his daughter the Begum ; 
and I am of opinion, that should Government decide against her claims to the 
.principality, a life pension of Rs. 50 per mensem would form a suitable pro¬ 
vision. Anything granted in excess would probably be squandered oif those 
surrounding her, without adding to her own comfort or respectability. 

• Right op exacting Nuzurana. 

78. A heavy Nuzurana^ was exacted by the Peshwa in a . d. 1790, in 
consideration of removing an attachment which had been placed on the 
(principality, in consequence of the rebellious conduct displayed by the then 
Raja. But it does not appear, on referring to the state papers at Poona, or 
from local inquiry, that Nuzurana has ever been levied by the Muratha 
Government 09 thd accession of a Raja to the Penth Gadee. Should, then, 
the right of the Begum to succeed be admitted, Government is precluded, by 
the rules laid down in the Honorable Court’s despatch of the,5th September 
1832, from levying Nuzurana in the present instance. But should, on the 
'Other hand, the title of the Begum be disallowed, and Government, as an act of 

* Rs. 15 per mensem. # 

t Letters from Captain Pottingerto Mr. Reid, 7th and 12th August 1823 j and Government 
to Mr. Mills, 18th October 1834. 

t Vide paragraph 53. § Rs. 1,25,000 ; vide paragraphs 7 and 8. 
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grace, a\vard to her the principality, I am of opinion that Nuzurana should 
be exacted with a view of preserving infict the rights of the paramount State, 
and preventing this being adduced as a precedent «for,a female succeeding as 
a matter of course. <■ 

Right of I nterfudknoe with the Management of the District. 

79. In the 5th paragraph of his letter dated the 20th November last,* 
Sir Robert Arbuthnot observes, that “ as wc possess the Surdeshmookhee and 
Mokassa Umuls, to which the right of Government is usually attached 
throughout his (the late Raja’s) villages, we have, in my opinion, an undoubt¬ 
ed right tc- the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the country in which they are 
situated.” 

80. It is unnecessary to go into any detail in disproof of this opinion, as 
Government is of course aware the nature and origin of these Umuls, which 
convey to their possessor no right of jurisdiction whatever. We hold them in 
the territories of Sindia, and other perfectly independent princes, who, again, 
possess them in ours. We also hold them in the territories of the petty Rajas 
of Mandavec, Dhurumpoor, and iiansdu, as well as other chieftains, with whom 
we never interfere, except politically, as the paran?-*unt power. 

81. In the instance, however, of Prnth, Gover oueut and its officers appear 
to have at different times entertained very conflicting opinions regarding the 
tight of interference. 

In 1822, Government authorised the Collector of Ahmednuggur to place the 
country under an agent of his own, and adopt such measures as he might 
deem requisite, for obliging the Raja to fulfil the obligations of every member 
of society, unless he (the Raja) in future conducted himself in a more creditable 
manner, by adhering to his agreements, and making at least some attempt to 
satisfy his numerous creditors. 

In 182(5, when the local officers were desirous of consolidating the Raja's 
numerous debts, Government expressed itself ready to guarantee any res¬ 
pectable person who might be willing to advance the necessary funds upon a 
mortgage of the district, and, in event of no person consenting to do so on 
reasonable terms, Government appear to have' contemplated discharging itself 
the Raja’s debts, and taking for a period the management of the country 
intq its own hands. 

In the following year the Raja and his creditors were infoiined that “ the 
British Government did not feel itself called on to interfere in any manner in 
their pecuniary affairs.” 

In September 1823, the Commissioner for the Deccan decided that “ the 
Raja should be prohibited from levying duties upon such goods passing 
through his country as were exempted in the Company’s territories •+ and Mr. 

* Letter to Collector of Ahmednuggur. 

t The Raja refused to comply with this requisition, unless compensated for the lots hi 
'would sustain; and here the matter appears to have rested. 
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Iteid waa directed by Captain Pottinger to fine and punish any (of the 
Raja’s) persons found disobeying thislorder.” • 

In 1825, on the occasion of a writ being issued by the Supreme Court to 
arrest the Raja for debt,*contracted in Bombay, Mr. Boyd stated,as his 
opinion, and took evidencc^to prove, that “ the Raja had alwajfe been consi¬ 
dered as a free and independent prince, and that he was acknowledged as such 
by the British Government, and by all Native powers.” 

In 1828, the Ifaja’s name was entered in the list of First Class Sirdars, and 
he w^ consequently rendered subject to the jurisdiction of the Agent. 

In 1831, he was permitted to withdraw his name from the privileged class, 
without being placed under the authority of the Principal Collector of Judge 
of Ahmednuggur, except for the purpose.of having the instructions of Govern¬ 
ment regarding the dispute with Nilkunt Ilao carried into effect. 

In 1832, when answering a petition regarding some Inam villages, present¬ 
ed by one Naroo Trimbuk Gorbhole, Government stated that the Penth 
Raja was placed in August 1831 under the authority of the Collector of 
Ahmednuggur. 

In the same year, Government observed, with reference to the petition of 
some Surat merchants, who Were plundered whilst passing tljrough the Penth 
territory en route to Hyderabad, that the Raja u is independent, and as the 
petitioners entered his territories in the character of merchants, to sell 
jewels, they did so at their own risk.” 

In 1834, Government directed full restitution to be made to some Jaulna 
camp followers, whose bullocks had been detained while passing through the 
Penth territories, and subsequently enforced the execution of this order by an 
attachment of part of the Raja’s revenues. 

On the 9th August of that very year, Government states that the Raja 
having been declared independent, “ it would not appear necessary for the 
paramount State*to interfere, unless the quarrels of the family came to such 
k height, or the internal administration of the country was so defective, that 
the territories of the British Government were likely to be disturbed.” 

In the same year Government entertained, and forwarded to the Judge of 
Ahmednuggur, for his report, the petition of a servant of the Raja, who com¬ 
plained of being unjustly kept in prison at Penth. 

In the following year Government remark, on a request of the Raja that 
he “ may not be considered under the jurisdiction of the Judges aud Collec¬ 
tors,” that he is no longer “ a Sirdar of the First Class; but.being political¬ 
ly subject to the British Government, as his sovereign paramount, he may be 
dealt with, by local authority, without intending unnecessarily to interfere 
with the domestic arrangements of his petty State.”* 

* Vide letters from Captain Pottinger to Mr. Chaplin and Mr. Reid, dated 10th December 
1822; Mr.'Chaplin to Captain Pottinger, 20th December 1822, 7th May, 27th September, 
and 11th October 1823; Mr. Boyd to Mr. Dunlop, 23rd December 1823, and Mr. Chaplin 5th 
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82. As regards the extent of authority assumed by the Muratha Govern¬ 
ment, I find among the state papers at ^oona a document containing several 
propositions regarding the internal administration ( of Pcntli, submitted by 
Chimnajec Raja for the approval of the Peshwa. But this cannot be construed 
into “ interference” on the part of the paramount authority, as these proposi¬ 
tions originated with the Raja himself, and were made at a time when an 
Agent of the Peshwa was about to be stationed at Penth for the nine years 
allowed for liquidating the Nuzurana and debt noticed in paragraph 8. 

83. After a consideration of the several instances adduced, and the cir¬ 
cumstances of the district, it appears to me that the degree of interference 
which, rn ‘event of the principality being made over to the Begum, it would 
be proper and expedient, to exercise, has been well defined by Government 
and Mr. Blane in the following passages :— 

2nd and ‘3rd Paragraphs Government Letter to Collector of Ahmed¬ 
nuggur, dated 2nd Mag 1834.—“ Many of the grand thoroughfares betw’een the 
countries below and above the Ghats lead through petty States, who, though 
not amenable to the British Government for their domestic arrangements, 
are yet so as tributaries or dependent States, in which relation they stand 
to the British Government as they formerly did t die Peshwa. 

“ Under this view, any person entering th£ country of a petty prince, so situ¬ 
ated, for the purpose of residing there for objects of trade, for service, &e. 
must put up with whatever inconvenience he may be subjected to from such 
intercourse, and he has no legitimate claim on the British Government for 
redress of any grievance ; but if the stranger is merely a passenger, as in the 
present case, any molestation or hindrance may be rectified by our interposi¬ 
tion as*the paramount, authority, wluch'is bound to protect the highways, or 
there will be interruption to commerce, which must be supported.”'* 


March 1826 ; Mr. Bovil to Mr. Dunlop, 30th June 1825; Mr. Dunlop to Commissioner, 
20th September 1825; Government to Commissioner, 6th June 1828; Government to 
Collector of Ahmednuggur, and Pcrsiun Secretary, 27th February 182/ ; Government to 
Agent for Sirdars, 23rd April 1828, and 3rd April and 11th June 1831 ; Agent to Govern¬ 
ment, 1st November 1830, and July 1831 (No. 88) ; Government to-, 2nd August 1831, 

and to Deputy Agent, 8th August 1831 ; Mr. Andrews to Collector of Ahmcdnuggur, 16th 
October 1832; Mr. Townsend's translations of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council’s 
order of 12th November 1831, on Murathce Yad presented to Government by NarooTrimbuk 
Gorbliolc; Major Robertson’s letter to Government, 3rd October 1831 ;*"Mr. Townsend’s 
letter to Government, 1st November 1832; Mr. Andrews’ letter to Magistrate of Ahmed- 
nuggur, 9th January 1832; Government to First Assistant of Ahmednuggur, in charge, 13th 
February 1832; Collector to Mr. Dallns, 6th August 1834; Collector to Government, 14th 
and 22nd July, anil 17th September 1834; Collector to Mr. Reeves, 13th October 1834; 
Government to Collector of 1 Ahmednuggur, 2nd May, 4th and 9th August, and 7th October 
1834, and 12th June 1835; Judge of Ahmednuggur to Magistrate, 31st December 2833. 

* In the same letter, Government directs the Collector of Ahmednuggur “ to on all occa¬ 
sions, until amendment Bhall take place in the administration of Penth, warn all British sub¬ 
jects of the insecurity of property in Penth, and caution them against residing in that territory. 
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Extract from Paragraph 5 of Mr. Plane's Letter to Mr. Goldsmid, dated 8<A 
April 1839.—“ The British Govet-nnjent may be q^sumed to possess the right 
of interference appertaining; to the paramount sovereignty, but the exercise of it is 
avoided as much as possib\e, as leading only to profitless embarrassment; and 
it is solely, therefore, in cases when their aets have a tendency to disturb, 
the peace of the neighbourhood, that any cognisance of them is deemed 
necessary.” 

84. Before concluding, it may he as well to mention that although the 
Penth District contains one hundred villages, or their sites, and its Kumal is 
estimated at Its. 38,770, its present revenues, after deducting Rs. 3,500 pay¬ 
able to Government, and the villages made over to Nilkunt ltao, qmount- 
ed last year only to Its. 9,392-6-0 ; although, to quoje the words of Mr. Boyd, 
“ l have not the least doubt but that, ilftder proper management, the collec¬ 
tions might be considerably enlarged, and tjfe situation of the people at the 
same time materially bettered.” 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 
Superintendent Revenue Survey, Nasik District. 

Poona, 21 st September 1839. 


informing them that Government will not interfere for their protection.” A proclamation to 
this effect was issued by the Collector of Ahmednuggur, and read out at the different bazars 
held throughout the Nasik district. 
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APPENDIX A. 

«• 

Translation of the Paper given at Poona, in A. Df 1772, by Chimnajee Dul-. 
put Rao, to Pukwut Sing, as mentioned in paragraph 24 of the foregoing 
Report. 

On the 7th of Ji'sht Shood, 1694, Chimnajee Dulput Rao, son of 
Luxdeer, son of Chimnajee, son of Luxdeer, of the Suwusthan of Penth, and 
of Maljaja, under the Government of Buglana, writes to Purwut Sing, son 
pf Mohun Sing, son of Rutton Sing, son of Ram Dulwee, as follows:— 

Our original ancestor was Krushna, who had three sons, Luxdeer, Ram 
Dulwee, and Bheek Dulwee. Qf these, the race of Bheek Dulwee became 
extinct, while Luxdeer and Ram Dulwee were seized and taken to Delhi, by 
the Emperor Alumgeer, who converted them both to the Musulman faith, 
and gave to them the Suwusthan Sahuak.* 

On the return of both brothers to the Suwusthan, they prepared documents, 
dividing it between them in equal portions. 

In consequence of the family of Luxdeer accompanying him to Delhi, they 
were converted ; but the wife of Ram Dulwee, with her two sons, went to the 
house of her parents, therefore they remained in the Hindoo faith. 

You are of his lineage, and a half share is yours. The sons of Luxdeei; 
were Kookajee, Chimnajee, and Nunoo Meeah. Of these, Kookajee was the 
eldest son, and had no issue; and he therefore adopted lluree Sing, your 
paternal uncle, who was the youngest son of Ram Dulwee’s eldest son Rutton 
Dulwee, and made him master of his half portion of the principality. Subse¬ 
quent to this, on the death of Kookajee, my grandfather Chimnajee imagined 
that the whole principality would revert to your branch, ancl he therefore sent 
Huree Sing back to Rutton Dulwee, and, by violence, began to assume the 
whole principality; consequently Rutton Dulwee’s two sons, Mohun Sing 
and Huree Sing, went to Abhoona. Subsequently Rutton Dulwee himself 
died at the .Suwusthan, and my grandfather, Chimnajee, also died; on which 
my father Luxdeer conferred with and brought your father, Mohun Sing, 
from Abhoona, to the Suwusthan, at which time he promised, through the 
agency of Baboo Rao Damodhur, and Nurhur Weelyadur, that as soon as 
he should arrive at the Suwusthan, he would prepare and give him the Sunud 
of his half share. This settlement having been effected, they came to the 
Suwusthan. 

« 

* Sahnak is an Arabic woVd, signifying a plate or dish. Its meaning here is irrevocably 
given, derived from an oriental saying that it is impossible to take back either the dish or 
contents after having given a dog the refuse of your meal in it.— T. Goodine. 

Serjeant Goodine here gives the meaning of the term “ Chandeh Sahnak.” Sahnak alone 
bears the signification given in the note appended to paragraph 4 of my report.—H. E. G. 
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After this, the Kolees at Hursool rebelled, and your father, Mohun Sing, 
and Nunoo Meeah went to punish Jhem, and thp former was slain in the 
battle that ensued. , 

At this time, my father Luxdeer paid great attention to your mother, and 
* gave her the Sunud of half the Purguna of Hursool; but you were then 
a lad of two years old, thereiore the management was not carried on separately 
(from my ancestor’s portion). 

My father brought you up in the same style in which he lived himself, be¬ 
sides which he gave your mother two small villages. He subsequently for a 
certain time received your services as Karbaree of the Suwusthan. During 
this time some calamity befel youV eyes, therefore I ceased to alio Hr jjou the 
means which I had formerly done, and prevented yoq from receiving anything 
from the villages of your mother. You t&ferefore repaired to Slireemunt Raja- 
shree Punt Prudhan Saheb. On this, I begdn to examine the condition of 
our State, and found that, in consequence of the receipts being small, and 
Sebundee and fort expenses heavy, with various demands from the Durbar, 
that the principality had become considerably involved. 

From this view of our home affairs I entreated you to desist, and agreed 
with you, through Rajaram Nurhur, anil Krishna ltao Kookajee, that 1 would 
keep two-thirds of the principality and IV^ahaja, meeting the expenditure on ac¬ 
count of the fort and Sebundecs; and that you should have the remainder, pay¬ 
ing out of your share one-third of Soukaree debts contracted by my father, 
and that you and your descendants, according to the ancient custom of the 
family, perform the delegated duties of Karbaree ; that the respect of seniority 
should be mine ; that I should use the royal signet, and you the Bmall official 
seal, without which latter the duties should not be performed. • 

The villages of your one-third share comprise, with the exception of five 
Inam villages, all the south margin of the Downia river; these, with one-third 
of Kusba Penth, pre yours, as follows:— 


1. Sigona. 

2. Koleewada. 

3. Dolar Mai. 

4. Wagh Baree. 

5. Sassanna. 

6. Bovayagaop. 

7. Adh Budrook. 

8. Theel Bhat. 

9. Sambar Padha. 


10. Bhoowun. 

11. Kahore. 

12. llolfun Baree. 

13. Taincha Padha. 

14. Gawud. 

15. Sing Daree. 

16. Bhow Padha. 

17. Abhettee, 

18. Raitulla. 


19. Mankapoor. 

20. Dungur Sheat. 

21. Pimpulwftda. 

22. (Jhatt Wehecr. 

23. (A blank space left 

in the original Mu- 
ratliee.) 


The above twenty-three mentioned villages, with them Patelships, Naikships, 
residences of Bheels, small and deserted habitations, with all Kooibah, Kool 
Kanoo, Kangat, Thulbhureet,* and transit duties ; besides these the third of 


* For explanations of these terms, see note to Appendix 0. 


90 
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the Kusba tax, with its produce, customs, fines, Phoorphooree, bazar tax, 
Kotullee Daramut Baramujt, Bazar Baitik, Sew Subjee, oil and tobacco, See., also 
a third of Jamour, Khambalee, Gholmdnaree, Ambplee, Mai, and Awunkool; 
these and the twenty-three villages as above stated I give to you with my 
own free will and pleasure. Besides these, do you and your descendants 
enjoy the three following Jugeer villages of your mother, viz. Mouje 
Necrgoond, Mouje Ohulmook, Mouje Palsee, together with the hereditary 
Patelships of Mahaja; and do you and your descendants defend and preserve 
the principality. 

Should I or any of iny descendants deviate from this, may the curse of his 
family. gtKl, of his own religion, of his ancestors of the true faith, and God's 
Prophet, he upon him. , 

Despatched the \st of Jltdtee-ool-A urnl, Sun Sullasin Maga-o- Ollapah, Sun 
1182 Fuslce. 


(Signed at Poona) Chimnajee Dulput Uao, 

Raja Suvvusthan Pentli. 

„ Clerk Rajaram Nonnun Dewan, 

» V r ukeel of Suwusthan. 


. Witnesses. 

KnisiiNA Rao Kookajee, 

Turuf Ka|>oolce, Mallogaon, District Penth, 

in the Province of Buglana. 


SONAJRE NAHOTUM, 

Deshpanelc of the Province of Buglana. 


(True translation) 

(Signed) R. Goodine. 


(True copy) 

♦ 

(Signed) II. E. Goldsmid, 
Superintendent Revenue Survey. 


APPENDIX B. 

Translation of ike Paper given at Penth, in A. D. 1801 , as mentioned in Para¬ 
graph 27 of the accompanying lleport. 

i 

On the 1st of Jcsht Sliood, Shukc 17*23, Luxdeer Dulput Rao Raja, son of 
Chimnajee, son of Luxdeer, son of Chimnajee, of the Suwusthan of Penth, and 
of Mahaja, under the Government of Buglana, writes to Mohun Sing, son 
of Heemut Sing, sou of Purwut Sing, sou of Mohun Sing (?) Dulwee as 
follows. 
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The rights of brotherhood were handed down to my father Chunnajee 
Dtilput Rao, and your grandfather Pujwut Sing Dulwee, by their ancestors ; 
but subsequently, in consequence of some quarrel taking place, they both 
went to Shreemunt Rajashree Maliadeo Rao Bulal Punt Prudhan Saheb, at 
* Poona, where they received an order to divide, according to tjie custhmary 
usage of our family, the S&wusthan equally between them ; on which they 
settled the division at Poona, through Rajaram Nurlmr Dewan, Krishnnjce 
Rao Kookajee, and the Vukcels of the Suwusthan, to which place they then 
returned. 

This settlement continued in force for two years, when a quarrel again 
arose. Your ancestor Purwut Sing went to Hussein, and my father began 
to govern alone; after which, Dhondo Maliadeo Subedar created a disturb¬ 
ance in the Suwusthan, attacked it, and Imprisoned my father and his family 
for fourteen years in the fort of Trimbuk. 'Jflhe Karbarce of the Smvustlum 
then went to the Durbar of Shreemunt Rajashree Maliadeo Rao Narayon 
Punt Prudhan Saheb, and by great exertions procured the release of my 
father and the Suwusthan. 

At this time the expenses incurred in Nuzur to the Sitkar, and Durbar 
presents, were two lakhs and twenty-five thousand rupees (Its. 2,25,000), for 
one lakh of which, payable to the Sirkar, Soukar security was given, and 
he (?) returned. My*father reigned seven years, and then died. 

The intelligence of his death reaching your father, I Icenmt Sing, who was 
then at Poona, engaged some people, and came to the Suwusthan; at which 
time Rajashree Pandoorung Dhondojee came with his retinue, and imprisoned 
your father, me, and my mother, in the fort of Trimlmk. 

Your paternal uncle, Jaiwunt Rao, becoming acquainted with this, applied 
to Shreemunt Rajashree Bajee. Rao Rugoonath Punt Prudhan Saheb, who 
caused the Suwusthan to be attached, lie also brought a warrant for llecmut 
Sing to be sent to f Poona. But Pandoorung Dhondeo, jlaying no attention to 
the Sunud of the Sirkar, went again with his retinue, rendered ineffectual the 
Government attachment of the Suwusthan, and administered its affairs for 
five months. 

The Suwusthan Karbarees then went to Trimbuk, and informed Pandoorung 
Dhondeo, that in consequence of the quarrels between the Chieftain brothers, 
the Suwusthan was going to ruin; that much injury had already been dyne, 
and that mucli lnore would be suffered. They therefore implored him to re¬ 
lease Heemut Sing, to put an end to the quarrel, and settle the affairs of the 
Suwusthan. He consequently released Ilcemut. Sing, and ihd discussion and 
the settlement were to have taken place ; but previous to this llecmut Sing 
fell sick and died. • 

At the time Jaiwunt Rao was at Poona, when I and the Karbaree sent 
Antojee Narayen Muratha as mediator, and brought him to the Suwusthan. 
You and I having an interview, we considered that, in consequence of the quar¬ 
rels of our house, our whole estate on each «ide had been iliined, and that 
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nothing then remained. From this conviction we examined the documents of 
our ancestors, which had been mutually prepared at Poona, according to which 
my ancestors had promised and arranged through Ramchunder Bulal Kallee, 
belonging to the Sirkar of Shreemunt Rajashree Punt Prudhan, that you 
(your "branchy should take one-third, and preserve the Suwusthan. The vil- - 
lages which my ancestor had given are in the sduth margin of Downai river. 

I also with my free will and pleasure give them to you ; they are as follows:— 


1. Sigona. 

2. Koleewada. 

3. Dolar Mai. 

4. Wagfl Baree. 

5. Sassanna. 

6. Bovayagaon. 

7. Adh Budrook. 

8. Theel Bhat. 

9. Sambar Padha. 


10. Bhoowun. 

11. Kahore. 

12. Rukiin Baree. 

13. Taincha Padha. 
* 14. Gawud. 

t r * * * § 

. 15. Sing Daree. 

16. iWw Padha. 

17. Abhettee. 

18. Raitulla. 


19. Mankapoor. 

20. Dungur Sheat. 

21. Pimpulwada. 

22. Ghatt Weheer. 

23. (A blank space left 

in the original Mu- 
rathee.) 


The abovementioned twenty-three villages, with their Patelships, Naikships, 
residences of Bheels, small hamlets, and all deser d habitations, all Koolbah, # 
Kool Kanoo,f -Kangat,']; Thulbhureet,§ tnd transit duties and customs; 
besides these, tlie third part of the produce of Kusba Phail, with its custom 
tributes, fines, bazar tax, Kotullee Daramut Baramut,|| Bazar Baitik,5f 
inclusive of Sew Subjee,** oil, and tobacco, and also a third of Jamour, 
Khambalee, Ghobudharee, Ambolee, Mai, and Awunkool; these, and 
the twenty-three mentioned villages, 1 give with my own free will and pleasure. 
And besides these the three following Jageer villages, of your great-grand¬ 
mother Aowbaee, Mouje Neergoond, Mouje Chulmook, and Mouje Palsee, and 
the hereditary Patelships of Mahaja, which your descendants shall enjoy, and 
preserve the principality. # 

You shall also defray a third of the debts of my ancestor, with a third of 
those just now connected with the Suwusthan; also one-third of the Muslut 
(law) expenses. 

You and your descendants, as heretofore, shall perform the delegated 
Karbareeship. 

The respect of seniority shall be mine; you shall use the official seal, and 
I the royal signet. • 


* Koolbah, a description of perquisite or Huk, from the Arabic work Kool, all, and bah, 
articles. 

t Kool Kanoo, ditto ditto, and Kanoo, customs. 

| Kangat , money derived •from mines and quarries. 

§ Tkulbhureet, tax levied on articles in the town from which they are exported. 

1| Kotullee Daramut Baramut, tax levied on all imports, from whatever place. 

H Bazar Battik, tax on vendors who sit in the bazar. 

*• Srw Subjee, tax in hand, levied from the stock of traders. 
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Should I, or any of my descendants, or any other person, cause any differ¬ 
ence in this, may the curse of his family god, of his own religion, of his 
ancestors of the true faith, and God s Prophet, be upon him. 

Soorsun Mayatain-o- Ooliph, 29 th Mohurum, Fuslee. 

(Signed as above. )j Written by Luxoesr Dttlput Rao, 

Raja Suwusthan Penth. 
Clerk Ramjf.e Rajaram, Witness. 
(True translation) 

t ^Signed) R. Goodine. 

(True copy) 

(Signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 

Superintendent lie venue Survey. 


APPENDIX C. (Vide Paragraph 49.) 

* 

To R. K. Pringle, Esq., Actiftg Collector, Tanna. 

Sir, —Having been authorised by Government to correspond direct with 
officers from whom I may require information on any points connected with ’ 
the inquiry I am at present conducting as to the right of succession to the 
Penth Gadee, I have the honour to request that you will oblige me with an¬ 
swers to the following queries, so as to enable me to quote, in my report to 
Government, precedents brought forward by the several claimants to this 
principality:— 

I. —Have, during either the former or British Governments, any of the 
Jowar Rajas died without male issue ; if so, did a female succeed to the estate 
(which is, I believe, under your Agency), or was the female, however nearly 
related, passed over in favour of a more distant kinsman ? 

II. —In event of a female having ever succeeded to the estate, v»hat relation 
was she to the deceased Raja, and did she succeed in consequence of there 
being no male relations, near or distant, or merely in consequence of there 
being no male .heir in the direct line ? 

HI.—Was the female married (either previous or subsequent to her being 
placed on the Gadee); if so, was her husband vested with the. power of Raja, 
or did she, as far as public matters might be concerned, continue, to the last, 
to be recognised as head of the principality ? * 

IV.—Was the widow of a Raja, who died without sons, permitted to adopt; 
and, if so, was it to the prejudice of female issue, as well as distant male rela¬ 
tions, or only when her husband had left neither sons nor daughters to suc¬ 
ceed him ? 
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V. —Was the adoption, by a widow, only sanctioned in cases where the 
husband had, in his lifetime, expressed tun intention of adopting ?* 

VI. —Should it never so have happened that a llajfi of Jowar has died with¬ 
out male issue, still you would perhaps be so kind as to inform me if, in 
event of such hereafter happening, the estate would, 

1 st ,—Escheat to the British Government; o/ 

2nd, —Be inherited by the nearest male relative, to the prejudice even of 
females in the direct line? or, 

3rd, —Descend to the nearest relative, without any reference as to sex ? 

VII. —What share of the revenues of Jowar is received by the British 
Governipeftt, and under what head is it draWn ? 

VIII. —Is the Raj held,conditionally on the performance of certain service 
for the paramount authority ; if so, w*nat service ? 

IX. —You would also, perhapsjwnform me as to the extent of our right of 
interference in the affairs of Jowar, both in police and in revenue matters; 
whether, as regards the former, you would consider yourself authorised to call 
upon the Raja for a reply to any complaint which might bo preferred to you 
by one of his own subjects of grossly unjust treatment, or do you consider 
yourself empowered only to take cognisance of sm > misconduct as would, in 


• A perusal of letters, of which the following arc copies, led to my putting this question :— 

17/A September 1839. Superintendent Revenue Survey. 

To Captain II. Pottjngkr, Collector, &e., AUmcdnuggur. 

Sir, —In addition to the restrictions already in force regarding ndoptioti by widows, I have 
the honour to request that in all ordinary eases, even when the claim «-f the widow shall be 
found in A'ther respects ndmissiblc, she be required to prove that her husband had either him¬ 
self dcelnrcd his intention to make the adoption proposed, or had desired her to adopt. This 
principle is to he observed as a general rule, subject to such special exceptions as Government 
may sec fit to authorise. 

I havt, &c. 

Poona, 17/A October 1822. (Signed) W. Chaplin. 

To Captain II. I). Robertson, Collector. See., Poona. 

Sir, —I lia^e the honour to acknowledge, the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
enclosing a petition from Saloobaec koin Moondeekur, to adopt a son. In respect to adop¬ 
tions generally, I have the honour to inform you, that a plurality of the Jagccrs in the Deceau 
are to be resumed on the death of the present incumbents, and that in regard to other Jagcers, 
adoptions ought only to be permitted to give a claim to the succession in very peculiar cases, 
such as Padshahee Jageers, and a few others. Adoptions by widows haring been never 
admitted by Bajee'Rno (or at least very rarely so), must not be allowed with a view to the 
succession to land of any sort, but may be granted with a limitation to personal property, 
under the usual formalities of public notification, the sanction of Hindoo law, and your own 
express permission. Inams, ltowevcr, being grants of a permanent nature, Inamdars, with the 
above exceptions of widows, may be allowed to adopt with a view to the succession to that 
species of property. 


Poona, 17/A Sq)tember 1821. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Chaplin. 
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your opinion, have a tendency to disturb the peace of the neighbouring 
districts belonging to the Honorable Company; And, as regards revenue mat¬ 
ters,—in 1823, the Collector of Ahmednuggur decided, after obtaining the 
opinion of the Commissioner of the Deccan, that the Raja of Penth was to 
prohibit duties being taken on all goods passing through his coqntry wlrtch are 
exempted in the Company’^ territories; would such minute interference with 
its internal management be warranted in the Jowar district ? 

X.—Was any Nuzurana levied, under the former Government, when a Raja 
succeeded to the Gadee, and is such exacted under our rule ? 

2. In the above, ten queries, I have referred only to Jowar, as 1 am 

not aware of any other petty principalities being under your Agency; but 
should there be, you would, perhaps, oblige me with similar information 
regarding them. ‘ • 

3. I understand that some years since l^Y. Langford made an inquiry as 
to the right of succession, then disputed, to the Jowar Gadee; the documents 
recorded by that gentleman may probably afford much of the required 
information. 

4. I trust you will pardon me, both for troubling you with the reference, 
and also requesting that you favouif me with an early reply. Government 
have directed me to conduct the* inqujry in which I am engaged with all 
]>ossible expedition;*and 1 therefore should feel particularly obliged by your 
favouring me w ith as early an answer as you conveniently can despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. E. Golijhmid, 

• Assistant Collector, employed on Special Duty. 

Penth , 2 9th March 1839. • 

Copies of this reference were forwarded to the Collector of Khandesh and 
Agent of Surat,•with a request that they would furnish similar information 
regarding the different petty principalities under their Agency. The following 
are transcripts of the replies received. 


To H. E. Golds mid, Esq., Assistant Collector, employed on Special Duty. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
29th ultimo, requesting information on various points ol law aqd policy in our 
relations with petty States, connected witli this district. 

2. With reference to your first five queries, it has not (happened during 
our Government that a Raja of Jowar has died witHout leaving male issue, 
nor do I find that such has occurred at any previous period. 

3. With regard to the course that might be adopted in such an event, I am 
not prepared to offer any opinion, never having had occasion to give my 
attention to it; but I presume it would be determined under the orders of 
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Government, by such considerations of justice and policy as circumstances 
might dictate at the time. 

“ Of 

4. No share of the revenues of Jowar belongs to^ the British Government, 
nor is the State held under any conditions of service. 

5. No interference is exercised by our Government in the internal admi¬ 
nistration of the Jowar State; and although cases* might undoubtedly arise to 
call for such interference, yet they must be very extreme to justify it, and the 
course I should then adopt would, in the first instance, be that of remonstrance, 
and, failing that, a reference to Government. 

6. A Nuzur of Its. 1,000 used to be levied on succession to the Gadee, but 
it was excused by Mr. Marriott in the case of the present Raja, on account 
of poverty, and with a reservation of the right of Government. 

7. Mr. Langford’s mission was not to determine the right of succession, 
but for the adjustment of a dispute regarding maintenance between the widows 
of the late Raja. 

8. Besides the State of Jowar, the Political Agency of those of Angria 

and the Hubshee are attached to this Collectorate, but l am not aware of 
anything, in our relations with these, on the points to which your inquiries 
are directed, differing materially from' what 1 1 <>.ve stated respecting the 
Jowar Raja. • . 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. K. Pringle, 
Acting Collector. 

Tanna, Collectors District Kucheree , Mahim , 1 2th April 1839. 


To II* E. Goldsmid, Esq., Assistant Collector, on Special Duty, Nasik. 
Sin,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 29th 
ultimo, with accompaniment, requesting information connected with an inquiry 
as to the right of succession to the Penth Gadee. 4 

2. The Mewasee Principalities subject to the Khandesh jurisdiction, both 
.from their inferior class, and the barbarous and unsettled state of their affairs 

for many yeers past, are not, I fear, likely to furnish precedents of much value. 
For the same reasons, the means of ascertaining the actual course of events 
are also very deficient. 

3. • I have forwarded a copy of your letter to Captain Grajiam,* who is 

now employed on the Dang frontier, requesting him to communicate direct 

any information Jhe can obtain regarding the rules of succession amongst the 

Chiefs of that district ;f but such is their present barbarism that I can hardly 

anticipate that they will be able to comprehend an inquiry of this nature. 

« 

* I have received memoranda from Captain Graham, but they afford no precedent for 
females, situated as the present claimants are, succeeding to the Gadee of a petty principality. 

t The right of succession, pedigree, &c. is, perhaps, one of the only subjects to which they 
do give their attention, and the various grades and distinctions connected with the subject are 
generally most minutely minded by them. 
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4. In this neighbourhood are the petty Rnjas of Akranee and Bodawul, 
and the Mehwasee Chiefs of the Wusawa* family. To these I have proposed 
the questions mooted in y t our letter, a*nd they promise to give me replies after 
due consideration, which I shall forward the instant they are received. 

% 5. In the interim, to meet your anxiety for an early reply, I proceed to 

answer the queries relating tk their connection with the British Government. 

No.-VII.—No share of the revenues of these petty States is received by 
Government; the Chiefs, on the contrary, possessing certain claims and links 
in the neighbouring districts subject to the British rule. 

No. VIII.—Their estates are not hold on any conditions; but a certain 
police responsibility is attached lt> the receipt of the aboveinentio*ed # Huks, 
which arc a species of blackmail for security against yredatory incursions. 

No. IX.—The British Government ruby be assumed to possess the right of 
interference appertaining to the paramount sovereignty, hut the exercise of it is 
avoided as much as possible, as leading only to profitless embarrassment; and 
it is solely, therefore, in cases when their acts have a tendency to disturb the 
peace of the neighbourhood, that an v cognisance of thorn is deemed necessary. 

No. X.—No Nuztirnna cm succession is now levied, nor do I believe it was 
ever paid to any former Governments. * 

• . I have, Sic. 

• (Signed) 1). A. Blank, 

Khandcsh Collectors Office, Camp S/iadofi, Collector. 

Htfi April 1839. 


* No. 23 ov 1839. 

Political Department. 

To II. E. Goldsmid, Esq., Assistant Collector, 

• Employed on Special Duty at Pcnth, Nasik. 

Sin,—In acknowledging the receipt of your letter, with enclosure, of the 
29th ultimo, I have the honour to forward the following answers to your 
queries. , 

I. —The States of Mandvee, Bansda, Dhurumjioor, and Sucheen are 
under this Agency. In the States of Mandvee and Bansda, the Jtajas have 
died without male issue, and females were not permitted to succeed. • 

II. and III.—There is no instance of a female having succeeded to either of 

the States under my superintendence. , 

IV. —Widows of the Rajas dying without male issue are permitted to 

adopt a son from the nearest of kin, who is entitled to succeed^ to the exclusion 
of female issue. * * 

V. —It could be done in both cases, first, by the express wish of her 

* Wusawa is the general term in the Dang for the head of » Wheel or -Kolec clan; it is not 
the name of a particular famih. 
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husband before his death, and secondly, at the wish of the widow or widows 
of the ttaja, and all the numbers of the family who are thus bound by law. 

VI*—Should it have happened that a Raja died without male issue, the 
•State would not escheat to the British Government; the State would be ruled 
by a person, adopted from among the Raja’s nearest relations, with the'' 
sanction of Government. •’ 

VII.—The following are the shares of revenue received by the British Go¬ 
vernment from the States under this Agency:— 

1st .—From the Mandvee State Rs. 60,000. This fixed amount is levied 
under Article IV. of the Treaty of Bassein, which was enforced 
• under a compact with the Raja dated the 17th January 1810. 

2nd. —From the State of Dhuripnpoor Rs. 9,000. This fixed amount, 
called the Chouth of^ Dhurmnpoor, is levied under the same Treaty, 
and it is therein valued at Rs. 9,000, but is variable, being chiefly 
made up of land customs collected by us in the Raja’s territories. 
The Honorable Company have stations for levying customs. 

3rd. —From the State of Bansda Rs. 7,N00. This fixed amount, called the 
Chouth of Bansda, is levied under the same Treaty, and paid by the 
State direct into the .treasury of the Principal Collector of Surat. 
Besides this are some duties also levied fronj the districts of this 
State by the Collector of Customs. 

VIII. —No feudal service is performed by any of the States under this 
Agency. 

IX. —We do not exercise any interference in the management of police or 
of revenue, nor do we interpose our authority in any dispute between the 
Rajas of these States and their own subjects. 

X. —A Nuzurana was levied by the Peshwa from these States, and the 
British Government maintains also control in all successions ; the exercise of 

i 

this right is, however, limited to cases of adoption only, and the following 
rates are in existence:— 

Mandvee State .Rs. 60,000 

H 7 

Dhurumpoor. 45,000 

Bansda. 30,000 

1 have, &c. 

' I 

(Signed) G. L. Elliot, 

■ Agent for the Honorable the Governor. 

Swat, Office of Agent for the Honorable the Governor, 1 [th April 1839. 

‘ (True copy) 

(Signed) H. E. Goldsmid, 

Superintendent Revenue Survey. 
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. APPENDIX I). 

(Vide Paragraph 68 * of Mr. Goldsmid's Report.) 

PoLlTICAI. DePAI 

To Captain Henry Pottinger, Collector, &c\, Ahmetlnuggur. 

Sir, —With reference to your letter of the 7th of May last, I have the honour 
to enclose a schedule of the villages of the Penth Purguna which I propose 
should be made over to Nilkunt Rpo, amounting, according to the revenue of 
last year (Fuslee 1232), to Its. 1,509-0-62^. This amount includes Vvery 
species of receipt except the. Ooblui Myfg, or transit duties, at the Naka of 
Kohvundee; .with this exception the ltaja wil^ have no right of interference 
whatever in these villages. * 

2. As the transit duties are assigned to Purshotum Punt, 1 am not aware 
that any disputes can arise from his holding the Naka in Kohvundee, and 1 
was induced to include this village at the request of Nilkunt Rao, that he 
might have a station, for his Tirana, .better than the paltry Kolee villages 
which compose the remainder of those mentioned in the, schedule. The 
Thulhureet or export flu ties on wood, sale yf cattle, and (Ihatbunsec, or trifling 
tax on bullocks, brought from above the Ghats for the purpose of cultivation, 
all of which are levied in the villages, 1 have included in his assignment, 

* that all motive of interference may, to as great an extent us possible, be 
removed. 

3. The Raja’s dcfminions consist of the six Turufs of Penth, TIursool, Barey, 
Mallegaon, Mankher, and Palsee. Joglekur holds the whdle of Barey and the 
customs of llursool, and Purshotum Punt the land revenue of llursool and 
the customs of Penth, as assignments for the payment of the sums owing to 
them by the Raja! There only remain for his direct management the Turufs 
Mallegaon, Mankher, and Palsee, and the land revenue of Penth, consisting of 
ninety-three villages, including those alienated to Inamdars and others. Of 
these, the twenty-four mentioned, in the schedule will be made ovcmto Nilkunt 
Rao, with the Thulhureet in them, including the duties on wood and cattle, as 
above mentioned; so that it will be necessary to make over to Purshotum 
Punt villages *to the amount of this Thulhureet, which, according to {hat 
realized last year, may be slated at Rs. 245-2-12J, to be held by him, on the 
same terms as those on which the customs were assigned to him. 

4. The assignment to Nilkunt Rao can have effect from the commencement 
of the present Fuslee 1233. The revenues of 1232 having bcert entirely collect¬ 
ed by the Raja, I have therefore, subject to your confirmation, delivered to him 
the abovementioned villages, that he may prepare for their cultivation, and the 
realization of his revenues, during the present season. 


* Vide page 131 of this Selecliou. 
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5. The Raja finds great difficulty in providing the requisite security for the 

annual payment of the jits. 2,000. Joglekur and Purshotum Punt, his 
principal creditors, are, l understand, willing to engage, either separately or 
conjointly, for this annual payment, if they can procure our Government to 
guarantee the contract which the Raja may make with them, and to compel/ 1 
him to abide by its terms. * 

6. Those upon which the Raja proposes to satisfy the creditor who may 

come forward on this occasion are as follow;—He is to advance, immediately, 
money sufficient to pay the new debts contracted by the Raja during the last 
year, through the instrumentality of one Balahhaee, who engaged in his 
service, at* Nuggur, and one Ilevat Khan, amounting to Rs. 11,300; to pay 
annually the sum of R&. 3,500 to our Government, as the amount of the 
Surdeshmookhec and Mokassu: the'Its. 2,000 to Nilkunt lino; Rs. 1,000, the 
estimated charge of management*; and to provide a sum for the Raja’s expen¬ 
diture ; for which he is to retain the districts now assigned to him, together 
with the Tuiufs of Mallegnon, Mankher, and Palsee, and the villages of the 
Penth Purguna which remain, after the deduction of those assigned to Nilkunt 
Rao, and to be continued in the management of these Turnl’s until his account, 
principal and interest, be settled. 'I’iie Raja will he then made over the whole 
of his territory to his creditors, and this muj disco;rage others from supplying 
him with funds for his extravagance, which, if we may judge from his last 
year’s expenditure, is not likely to be curbed as long as any source exists from 
which it can be supplied. * 

7. The credit of the Raja, is entirely destroyed, principally through the 
conduct of his new Dewan Balahhaee, and Ilevat Khan. Jfe is merely a tool 
in the‘hands of these persons, who keep up for themselves a state and 
equipage, at his expense, which hut ill befit his present, circumstances, and 
tend to involve him deeper in his pecuniary difficulties. Without the above 
expedient, I fear he will be unable to procure any security Whatever. I have 
not, however, thought proper to countenance the proposal, without receiving 
further instructions from you. 

8. 1 lu\ve likewise to request your instructions as to the period from 
which the settlement with Nilkunt Rao is to have effect. He states himself 
to have received but very trifling annual sums since the principality was deli¬ 
vered to the management of the Raja, and wishes that the full amount of 
Rs. 3,500 per annum should he made up to him from that period. The 
funds and credjt of the Raja are, however, totally inadequate to defray so 
large a sura, and if you will inform me of any and what sum you think reason¬ 
able, I will notify it to both the parties. 

I 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) L. R. Reid, 

First Assistant Collector. 


Nasilt, July 31st, 1823. 



PENTH ESTATE. 


151 


Statement of Villages of the Pertth Pnrguna proposed to be delivered to 

Nilkvnt It ao. 


Names of Villages. 


Kuinal. 


Total HiH*ei|>ts hi 
Fusing lsJSW. 



Its. 

qr. 

rs. 

Its. 

qr. 

rs. 

Mouje Ailh lloozroog. 

21:» 

0 

0 

107 

3 

<52.1 

Mujre Adh Khooril . 

300 

0 

0 

106 

«> 

12* 

Ditto Dolur Mnl. 

110 

0 

0i 

73 

*» 

(52* 

Mouje Kolwumlcc. 

77 o 

0 

0 

33 9 

2 

1 ‘>E 

Mujre Susane. 

(>fi 

0 

0 

• 33 

3 

87* 

Mouje Mankapoor. 

03 

0 

0 

20* 

3 

0 

Ditto Amhlaue . 

300 

0 

(>i 

173 

o 

a* 

12* 

Mujre Abhettec. 

75 

0 

0 

37 

2 

0 

Mouje Clmlinook . 

175 

0 

0 

31 

2 

50 

Mujre l'alsee. 

100 

0 

0 

2(5 

1 

50 

Mouje Neergoond. 

230 

0 

0 

•11 

0 

■m 

Ditto Blioowuu . 

6 7 

2 

0 

52 

0 

43 J 

Mujre Oombarpam. 

255 

0 

0 

4(5 

l 

93$ 

Mouje lvoopoorlee lioozroog 

530 

0 

0 

81 

0 

0 

Ditto Iluruusnou . 

400 

0 

0 

31 

0 

43} 

Ditto Khanibset. 

32 

0 

0 

11 

o 

50 

Ditto Toudwull . 

55 

fl 

0 

23 

I 

0 

Ditto Khoirtbhale ......... 

230 

0 

0 

52 

1 

0 

Ditto Sooruugane . 

300 

0 

0 

80 

0 

87* 

Mujre Kakaroolpara . 




10 

3 

0 

Mouje Pimpulwada . 

103 

o 

0 

38 

3 

0 

Ditto (rawuil. 

31 

0 

o! 

23 

3 

0 

Mujre Samlmr l’ailha. 

30 

0 

0 

1 1 

3 

50 

Ditto Khurkcc .. . .*. 

39 

0 

o' 

14 

• 

2 

0 


Total.. .. Its. 4,(546 

2 

0 

1,509 

0 

<52* 


(Signed) L 

. K. 

Tii 

ilD, 




First Assistant Collector. 


(True copy) 

(Signed) IT. E. Goldhmjd, 

Superintendent Revenue Survey. 


APPENDIX E. 

(Vide Paragraph 71* of Mr. Goedsmidh ReI»ort.) 

No. 229 or 1836. 

To H. A. Harrison, Esq., Ahmednuggur. 

Sir, — I have the honour to enclose a Yadee, presented to me yesterday by 
Nilkunt Rao Dulwee, Raja of Pcnth, in which he brings forward a variety 

* Vide page 132 of this Selection. 
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of charges against Luxdeer Dulput Kao Raja, his relation, to the following 
effect. 

2. Luxdeer Kaja received in Fuslee 1245 from hjs villages about Rs. 4,000 

or Its. 3,000, at the rate of Rs. 5 per Outh or plough, under the name of 
lluks,‘which .were not due, as he had already paid all those which were/' 
charged to him. , i 

3. Luxdeer Kaja commits all sorts of oppression upon his Ryuts, letting 
away their bullocks ami ploughs, on which account the Ryuts, becoming 
disheartened, are deserting. 

4. lie charges Luxdeer Raja with fining the people of his villages. 

5. As r remedy for this state of things', Nilkunt ltao requests that mea¬ 
sures may be taken to prevent Luxdeer Raja from interfering in any manner 
with his territory ; and that the villages of Luxdeer lately made over to him, 
by me, under order dated Septerhfyer 22nd, 1834, to the amount of Rs. 3,000, 
may be confirmed to him in the same manner in which Mr. Reid formerly 
attached villages to the amount of Rs. 1,500 for him. 

0. The memorandum drawn up by Mr. Reid I have only just seen. 

It differs from mine in this respect, that it specifies the different items of the 
Sewaee Jumma, and it also contains the item of Jal ud, which mine does not. 
These omissions ‘Luxdeer Raja has, jjt seeuis, taken advantage of, to lay 
claims to different Iiabtecs, as well as to the customs of Nilkunt llao’s villages, 
and to institute, by means of his agents, a system of depredation which bids 
fair to render them entirely deserted. 

7. Nilkunt llao has already addressed you on the subject of his griev¬ 
ances, and you referred him to me. I would, as the meanp of relieving him 
from the«-unwarrantable annoyances detailed, accede to his request of taking 
measures to prevent Luxdeer’s interference with his villages, and instruct 
Luxdeer, that until the sum in which he is indebted to Nilkunt Rao is liqui¬ 
dated, he will not be allowed to levy any taxes whatever, either as customs or 
Babtccs, in the villages which have been made over to Nilkunt Rao. 

8. I have the honour to forward a copy of Mr Reid’s memorandum, above 
alluded to, and also my own in original, which letter I beg the favour of your 
returning to'my office. 

I have, &c. 

First Assistant Collector's Office, Nasik, (Signed) II. Reeves, 

November 5th , 1836. Assistant Collector. 


From T. H. MkDDoex, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, 

To J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Dated 2nd March 1840. 

Sir, —1 am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor General of 
India in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated the 
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'29th January last, submitting copies of several papers connected with the 
death of the Raja of Penth, and the measures adopted by the Government of 
Bombay, in consequence pf the deceased having left no male issue. 

2. In reply, I am desired to observe, that although His Lordship in 
•^Council does not feel competent to decide upon this important question, yet 

he conceives it to be contrary to law and to usage that the daughter of a 
Mahomedan Chief should succeed to a Government such as that of Penth, or 
that the distant relatives can put forth their claim of succession as of right. 
Under these circumstances, His Lordship in Council is of opinion that the 
State may be considered as an escheat to the British Government; but it 
being one which it would be inconvenient and unprofitable to hold, tjie Go¬ 
vernment considers itself to be bound, us general# guardians of the Native 
States, even at some hazard of expense, 1 *<o restore order to this principality. 

3. Iam further desired to request that, the Honorable the Governor in 
Council of Bombay will take measures to transfer the principality, either to 
such husband as the lady may take, or to trustees empowered to administer 
it on her account; or, in other words, to give her the principality in any way 
which shall not admit the principle of Mahomedan female inheritance. 

I have, &e. 

m * (Signed) T. II. Haddock, 

Fort William, the 2nd March 1840. Secy, to the Govt, of India. 


, No. 020 op 1840. 

Political Department. 

From L. R. Reid, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To the Collector of Aiimednuggih. 

Datcd'oQth March 1840. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter dated the 20th October 183!), forwarding an 
original report from Mr. Goldsmkl, Superintendent of the Revenue Survey in 
the Nasik District, dated the 21st of the preceding month, submitting the 
result of the inquiry instituted by that officer into the right of succession to 
the Penth Est*ate. 

2. In reply, I am desired to transmit to you copy of a letter from T. II. 
Maddock, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 2nd instant, 
and to request that you will be pleased to submit your opinion as to the best 
mode of giving effect to the instructions therein contained. 

3. In submitting your report on this subject, you are requested to state 
the amount of Nuzurana which, in your opinion, should be levied on a final 
settlement being concluded in regard to this estate. The Governor in Council 
considers that the fine levied in the present case must be merely nominal, 
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hut that the right on the part of the British Government to impose a fine 
should not be abandoned. 

4. I am, on this occasion, desired *to request fhat you will be pleased to 
communicate to Mr. Goldsmid the satisfaction of Government for the very 
able manner in which that officer has conducted his inquiries into this corny 
plicated case, and for the clear report which ha; been drawn up by him on 
the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. FI. Reid, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 
Bombay Castle , 30 th March 1840. * 


No. 1730 of 1840. 

Po litical Depa imr ENT. 

Prom L. H. Reid, Ksq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To 11. A. Uakiuson, Esq., Collector„of Ahmednuggur. 

• r Dated 3 rd A in/ust 1840. 

Sin,—* * * * * * " * * 

1 am desired to acquaint you, that on the marriage of‘the Begum of Penth 
this principality should be made over to her husband in the same state of 
possession and authority in which it has heretofore been held. 

The Begum should, in the mean time, be viewed in the liofit of a ward 
of the British Government, and the administration of the affairs of the State 
should be conducted by the British authorities in a manner most advan¬ 
tageous to the interests of the Lady, the expenses of such management being 
disbursed from the revenues. 

Although the British Government has no concern with the debts of the 
State of Penth, still the Governor in Council conceives that it would be satis- 



Thc best* mode in which this can be effected will be by proportionate 
payment of the revenues now in deposit, and by setting aside a part of the 
resources for a period, leaving sufficient for the current expenses of manage¬ 
ment, and for the personal maintenance of the Begum and her immediate 
attendants. 

In the first instance, however, the Governor in Council is desirous that 
these claims should be inquired into and defined, and therefore requests that 
you will do this as early as possible, and report the result to Government. 
The Governor in Council is also desirous that Mr. Goldsmid's opinion on 
each of these claims should be obtained, and forwarded with your report. 

With reference to the question of Nuzurana, I am desired to state that 
it is at present the opinion of Government that the net revenue of one year 
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should be taken, but that the amount sKould be remitted for the sum of 
Its. 100. on a settlement being effected with regard to the preservation of the 
teak tinker iif the forests of Penth, and their being Considered as the property 
of the British Government. 

.. 8. Before, however, passing a final decision on the question of Nuzarana, 

the Governor in Council is fjesirous of being furnished with information as to 
the value and extent of the teak forests, and also whether they belong to the 
State or to private individuals; and therefore requests that you will have the 
goodness to submit a full report on these points. To assist you in preparing 
this, an extract from Dr. Gibson’s report on the northern teak forests, in 
which those of Penth are mentioned, is enclosed. a 

9. The Governor in Council requests that you will bear in mind, th&t after 
Penth has been made over to the persomwhom the Begum may marry, the 
British Government has no intention whatever*)!' exercising any minute inter¬ 
ference in the internal management of the country, but will confin# itself to 
providing full security for general peace and tranquillity, in virtue of its right 
as the paramount authority. 

10. In conclusion, I am desired to observe that the Honorablethe Governor 
in Council has lately been given to understand that the Begum has become 
nearly deprived of sight, in consequence of the effects of small-pox, and to 
request that you will) in your reply to* this communication, report upon the 
present state of healtkof this lady, and whether you consider that she is inca¬ 
pacitated, from the above or any other cause, from being a free agent in tnak- 
ing a proper selection of a husband. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. R. Reid* 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 3rd Avgust 1840. 


No. 764 of 1846. 

# * Political Department. 

From H. A. Harrison, Esq., Collector of Ahmcdnuggur, 

To L. R. Reid, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Dated Ahmednvygur , 26th August 1840. 

• 

Sir,— With reference to the 10th paragraph of your letter of the 3rd instant, 
calling upon me for a report on the present state of health of the Begum of 
Penth, I do myself the honour to transmit, for the information of Government, 
extract of a letter from the Sub-Collector of Nasik, dated the 13th instant, to¬ 
gether with some subsequent correspondence which has passed on the same 
subject. 
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2. From what is stated by Mr. Reeves, and from information which has 
reached me through other sources, I am disposed to believe myscl^that the 
Begum is quite incapacitated from being a free agent in mailing a proper 
selection of a husband. 

„ I have, &c. s 

(Signed) II. A. Harrison, 

Collector. 

Extract of a Letter from the Sub-Collector of Nasik to the Collector of 
Ahmcdriuggur, dated 13 th August 1840. 

3. 1 With respect to the latter part of your letter, I have the honour to state 
that the Begum is so blind of her right eye, from the effects of small-pox, that 
she can scarcely distinguish a chair sufficiently to enable her to take her seat 
on it. With the other eye, she is so far blind that Dr. Watkins gives no hope 
of its recovery. 

4. The poor lady seems to have suffered otherwise dreadfully from disease, 
which has thus ufllieted her, and her state of health alone is such that it is 
quite impossible that she can be a free.agent. 

5. But were she in possession of the very bee health, I am of opinion that 
she is so beset with unprincipled intriguers and interested rogues, into whose 
hands her youth and inexperience, as well as her flier’s embarrassment, 
have thrown her, that she could not avoid conforming implicitly to their 
dictation. 

(j. I do not hesitate, therefore, to inform you, that I believe the Begum is 
not a free agent, and that, without Government interfere, she will marry 
some person whose only recommendation will be an entire submission to her 
advisers, and a willingness to sacrifice the revenues and interests of the Penth 
territory to their unbridled avarice and profligacy. 

7. Such a person I am quite convinced, from my own observation, and the 
information I have received from various quarters, is the son of the Nuwub of 
Sucliecn, Sidduo Meoah, who is at Nasik, a favoured candidate for the hand of 
the Begum ; and as I presume that Government do not mean that their ward 
and their own estate should be thrown away upon a person ofUliis description, 
1 have taken the precaution of informing the lady’s Karbaree that they are 
not *to take any steps towards marrying her without permission from me. 


Political Department. 
From II. W. Reeves, Esq., Sub-Collector, Nasik, 

To II. A. IIarrison, Esq., Collector, Ahmednuggur. 

Dated 2Is/ August 1840. 

Sir,—I n reply to your letter dated 17th instant, I have the hoiiour to 
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enclose a copy of a communication from Mr. Watkins, Civil Surgeon of Nasik,, 
forwarding the certificate and information you have called for. 

• * I have, &o. 

(Signed) II. W. Reeves, 

% Sub-Collector’s Office , Nasik, August 21 si, 1840. Sub-Collector. 


From F. W. Watkins, Esq., Civil Surgeon, Nusik, 

To II. W. Reeves, Esq., Sub-Collector, Nasik. 

. Dated Nasik, 21s/ August 1840. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lettef dated 
this day, accompanying the copy of one .from the Collector of Ahmcdnuggur, 
regarding the stale of health in which the Begfim of Peutli now is, and parii ■ 
culurly as to the state of her sight. 

I have the honour to forward the accompanying certificate upon those 
points, and have the honour, &e. 

(Signed) F. W. Watkins, 

Civil Surgeon, Nasik. 

• • 

Nasik , August 21 st, 1840. 

I hereby certify that I have, at. the request of II. W. Reeves, Esq,, Sub- 
Collector of Nasik, attended upon the Begum of Penth for some weeks [last, 
and have seen her this day. 

Her general health appears to me to be particularly good ; but, consequent 
on a severe attack of small-pox, which occurred a short time previously to iny 
first seeing her, the sight of both eyes has been most seriously injured, to an 
extent which renders all future hope of perfect vision out of the question. 

At the present time she is able to see in a very imperfect maimer, and, 
owing to the nature of the injury, only objects in certain positions, and in a 
full light; nor is it my opinion that the power of vision in the left eye will, 
ever be much improved, while the disease of the right eye has so fiir censed, 
and slight improvement has takeh plaft.*, as to give some hopes, though to 
no very great extent, and in a very gradual manner ; but it would be out of 
the question to state precisely the period when the eyes may attain to* the 
most useful state of vision of which they may he capable. 

(Signed) F. W. WaVkins, 

Civil Surgeon, Nasik... 
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No. 2109 of 1840. 

*■ Political Department. 

From L. R. Reid, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To h. A. Harrison, Esq., Collector of Ahmednuggur. S 

tU'aled 23rd September 1840. 

Sin,—In acknowledging the receipt of your letter, with enclosures, dated 
the 20th August last, No, 704, 1 am directed to inform you, that as the 
Begum of Penth is represented to be nearly deprived of sight, from the effects 
of small-pox, and thereby rendered incapable of being a free agent in making 
a proper selection of a husband, the Honorable the Governor in Council is of 
opinion that she should not be allowed to enter into any matrimonial engage¬ 
ment without the previous consent of the British Government. 

2. It has, moreover, been resolved by the Governor in Council, that the 
sanction of the British Government to a marriage contract on the part of the 
Begum will ouly be given to a person of unexceptionable character, and in 
other respects a suitable match. 

3. I am therefore desired to request that you will be pleased to instruct 

the Sub-Collator of Nasik to inform the parti- • concerned to the above 
effect. * t 

4. The Honorable the Governor in Council is further pleased to direct, 
that the decision conveyed in the 3rd paragraph of my letter to your address, 
dated the 3rd ultimo, No. 1730, be in the meanwhile considered as final; 
namely, that the Begum should be viewed in the light of a ward of the British 
Government, and that the administration of the affairs of Penth should be 
conducted by the British authorities, in a manner most advantageous to the 
interests of that lady ; the expenses of such management being disbursed from 
the revenues of the State. 

I have,* &c. 

(Signed) L. R. Reid, 

, Bombay Castle, 23rd September 1840. Chief Secy, to Government. 


Extract Paragraphs 61 and 62 from a Despatch from the Honorable the Court 

. of Directors , dated the \6thJune, No. 15 of 1841. 

« 

Answer to Political Letter dated 26th September, No. 45, 1840. 

Further Proceedings relating to the Succession to the Estate of Penth. 

61. Mr. Goldsmid's report, which is highly creditable to his industry and 
capacity, clearly £stablisjies that the collateral claimants to the estate of Penth 
have no right; and females being incapable of succeeding to a Mahomedan 
principality, the estate becomes, strictly speaking, an escheat to Government. 
Instead, however, of asserting the right of Government, you have (in our opi¬ 
nion judiciously) determined to grant it to the person with whom the daughter 
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of the late Chief may hereafter ally herself in marriage, reserving only the teak 
forests as the property of the British Government. The estate is in the 
meanwhile tS continue under the maAagement of our oflieers in behalf of the 
Begum, as a ward of your Government; and as she is not to contract 
marriage without the consent of Government, the person selected wilPbe one 
Vhom you may consider coipgetent to be entrusted with the administration. 

62. In addition to these very proper arrangements, you have directed an 
inquiry into the encumbrances of the estate, with a view to liquidate as great 
a portion of them as possible while the revenues are under your control. This 
is highly ex]>edient; but we are inclined to think that your interference in 
favour of the creditors should not'be continued after the country i% given up. 


# Political Department. 

' From E. II. Townsend, Esq., Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To F. Currie, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William. 

Dated 18 th July 1844. 

Sir,—* #####* 

The Honorable the Governor has lately had an interview w^h the Begum 
of Penth, and is satisfied that shc*is imbecile in mind ; added to which, she has 
entirely lost the sight of one eye, and also very nearly that of the other. 

Under all these circumstances, (lie Governor in Council is of opinion that 
it would be extremely unjust to the Ryuts of Penth to place them under the 
government of the Begum; and he is therefore induced to recommend, for the 
consideration of thp Government of India, that this estate be resumed by the 
British Government, and that, in lieu thereof, a liberal pension be Assigned 
for her support. 

From a report from the Sub-Collector, Nasik, dated the 15th February 
last, it appears *that the financial affairs of this estate have considerably 
improved under European management, and that on the 5th June 1843, after 
payment of all expenses, a surplus balance of Rs. 46,588-3-9 remained ii^ 
deposit in the treasury of the Sub-Collector in favour of this estate, this saving 
having been effected since the death of the late Raja in 1839. * During the 
lifetime of the late Raja, the average gross revenues of this estate amounted 
to the sum of 11s. 12,000 per annum, which, under the management of the 
Sub-Collector,‘has been annually increasing, and during the last year amounted 
to the sum of Rs. 21,527-7-3, out of which amount the sum of Rs. 9,286-1-3 
was defrayed for expenses of management. 

The Begum of Penth is at present allowed a sum of Rs. j200 per mensem, 
from the revenues of this estate, for her support. • 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) E. H. Townsend, 

Bombay Castle, 18 th July 1844. Secretary to Government. 
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Foreicn Department. 

From F. Currie, Esq., Secretary to tue Government of India, 1 

To E. II. Townsend, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Fort William , the 10 th August 1844. ^ 

Sir, —In reply to your despatch of the 18th'ultimo, No. 103, respecting 
the petty Chiefship of Pcnth, I am directed by the Governor General in 
Council to observe as follows. 

2. The question of an escheat of this estate to the British Government, 
and of their grant of it to this lady, seems settled by the orders of Government, 
contained in Mr. Secretary Maddock’s letter of 2nd March 1840, since 
which the estate has been under the management of the Collector of Nosik, 
which management must be considered as that of a trustee, for an incompe¬ 
tent female proprietor. 

3. It does not appear that the administration of this estate has proved 
either “ inconvenient” or u unprofitable,” as was anticipated. The revenues 
have, as stated in your present despatch, increased under our management 
from l»s. 12,000 to Us. 21,600 annually.- 

4. There qppears to the Governor General in Con oil no cause for disturb¬ 
ing the existing state of things. Thd Begum has not married a suitable 
husband, and she is not considered a competent person to manage her own 
affairs. All the expenses of management are, it is concluded, defrayed by the 
estate, and there is a surplus revenue to provide for the Begum’s maintenance. 
If she marries respectably, well and good,—the property may then, according 
to the original intention, bo made over to her husband ; if she does not marry, 
when she dies the estate will revert, to the British Government. 

5. The Governor General in Council is therefore of opinion that the best 
course, under all the circumstances of the ease, is to leave things as they are. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

, (Signed) F. Currie, 

Fort William, the lOt/t August 1844. Secy, to the Govt, of India. 


Political Department. 

From A. Malkt, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To C. E. F. Tvtler, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of Nasik. 

, Dated 22nd March 1849. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Eight Honorable the Governor in Council to 
transmit to you copy of a petition from the Begum of Penth, dated the 23rd 
.1 aimary last, requesting that Government will select a husband for her, and 
place her in possession of the Suvrusthan. 
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2. In forwarding this petition, I am desired to state that, under instruc¬ 
tions from tlie Government of India, His Lordship in Council has resolved to 
modify the Former orders of Government. The estate of Pcnth will be con¬ 
tinued under the charge of the officers of Government, and will not, under any 

^circumstances, be made over to the Begum, who, during her life, wilf receive 
a pension equal to two-thirfls»of the net revenue of the estate, the remaining 
one-third being expended on improvements, which the country so much needs. 

3. You will be pleased to adopt measures to give effect to this resolution, 
and to inform the Begum of Pcnth of the decision which Government has 
come to on her petition. 

• I have the honour to be> 

(Signed) A. Malet, 

Bombay Castle , 22 nd March 1849. * * # Chief Secretary. 


Political Department. 

From E. M. Start, Esq., Sub-Collector of Nasilt, 

To A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

' t Bated 3 Is* March 1849. 

Sin,—With reference to your letter of the 22nd March 1849, No. 1214, 
I have the honour to observe, 1 believe I am right in supposing it is the inten¬ 
tion of Government the Begum 'should have, for (he future, a pension equal 
to two-thirds of the net revenue of the Pcnth State, whether or not she enters 
into a matrimonial engagement with Siddoo Meeah, the Nuwab of Sueheen. 

2. The net revenues of the State amounted last year to Its. 11,87;l. As it 
is not likely ever to fall below that sum, l beg respectfully to suggest I be 
authorised to pay the Begum Us. 500 monthly, and, at the end of each year, 
whatever balance may remain due to her after the actual revenue has been 
ascertained. * 

I have the honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) E. M. Start, • 

Circuit Kucheree, ('amp Pimpuh/aum Busuumt, SubjCollector. 

31s* March 184;j. 


Political Department. 

From W. Courtney, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay, 

To E. M. Suaut, Esq., Sub-Colleetor of Nasik. 

Bated '10 th April 1849. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 190, dated the 31st ultimo, and in 
reply to inform you, that the pension assigned to the Begum of Pcnth is 
irrespective of any matrimonial alliance she may enter into. 



162 


PENTH ESTATE. 


2. His Lordship in Council approves of your suggestion in the second 
paragraph, regarding the nyxle of paying this pension. f 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

' , (Signed) W. Courtney, 

Acting ^Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 20 th April 1849. 
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T he Collector and Magistrate of Khandesh exercises; political - superintend¬ 
ence a id' control over the Bhcel Itajas of the Dangs, the Petty State of 
Soorgana, and the MehvVasoe (Bhecl) Chiefs. The estates of the latter, situat¬ 
ed in the Nundoorbar and f\>oltanpoor Talookas, are exempted from the 
operation of the Regulations by Act XI. of 1846. 

The Dang country contains a superficial area of about one thousand square 
miles ; is bounded on the north by the Khandesh district of Nowapoor, and 
by His Highness the Hack war’s district of Soangur; on the south by the 
Petty State of Soorgana; on the east by the Sahyadree range of mountains; 
and on the west partly by the British district of Chikl e, and His Highness the 
Gaekwar’s district of Untapoor. It < is divided into five principal and two 
smaller Dangs, in all seven forest tracts, viz: 1, Dang Garvee ; 2, Dang 
Wassoorna; 3, Dang Amallee; 4, Dang Dherbowtee; 5, Dang Pimpree; 
6, Dang Owchar; and 7, Dang Chinehlee. Each Dang has its own Bheel 
Chief or Raja, though the Garvee Chief is looked upon by the othei’3 as the 
principal Raja. They are quite independent of each other, except in warfare, 
when all are bound to join the Garvee standard with their quota of armed 
men. There are no histories of the reigning families. The respective ages of 
the several Rajas are sis follow :— 


Dang Garvee. 

Kerul Sing wulud Oodesing Raja ; has no heir . 

Dung Wassoorna. 

Bapoo wulud Anund Raja; has a son and heir, named imximon, aged 
twenty years . 


Ago*, 

18 

40 


Dang Amallee. 

Ilassoor Sing wulud Purtab Sing Raja; has a son and heir, named 

Ruttun, aged fifteen years.35 

Dang Dhcrl owtce. 

Ankoos wulud Bhudra Raja; has a son and heir, named Nawloo, aged 

eight years .35 

Dang Pimpree. 

Trimbuk wulud Dulput Naik; has a son and heir, named Baba, aged five 
years . £5 
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Dotty Oicchar. 

Krishna wulid Lahanou Naik ; has a^son and heir* named Durma, aged ** 
twenty years ..».. 55 

Darfg Chinchlee . # 

Qolshya wulud Khundoo Naik; has a son and heir, named Bewria, aged 
six years. X ?. 30 

The heirs of these Chiefs or llajas are with their parents; they are being 
brought up in ignorance and barbarism : every inducement lias been held out 
by Major Morris to encourage the parents to send their sons to school for 
education, but in vain. • & 

The Dang country-being a forest tract, the soil anjl climate only admit of 
one kind of grain being grown in it, called Naglee, which is the principal food 
of the inhabitants; all other grains and supplies are procured from the bazars 
of our villages above the Ghats. The Mowa tree grows luxuriantly all over 
the Dang: Parsees from Surat buy the fruit from the Bheels, and there are 
many Parsec distilleries on the 'western frontier of this tract, where it is 
distilled into the spirit called Mowra, and taken off to Surat and the coast for 
sale. The Bheels generally barter bum boos and timber in exchange for the 
necessaries of life; there is little'oj 1 no circulation of money. » 

Tire first notice (if this country may be taken from the beginning of the 
British rule in Khandesh, during the year 1818. Before this the Bhcel llajas 
of the Dang appear, from their ferOcily and the strength of their fastnesses, to 
have preserved their independence during the rule of the Native* Governments; 
but every change in those Governments and every internal commotion proved 
a signal for the Bheels to quit their strongholds, and sally forth for plunder. 
On the other hand, it was deemed perfectly lawful by the Native Governments 
to use every stratagem and subterfuge to entice these people into their power, 
and to put them to death, although they had previously guaranteed them from 
all such dangers under the most solemn promises. The Dang Bheels, similar to 
those of Khandesh, were considered by the Native Government as outcasts 
from society, and any mode was considered justifiable to exterminate them.* 
This state of things naturally caused the Dung Bheels to distrust* the Native 
Government, and for some years retarded our relations with them. 

There is no record forthcoming, regarding the Dang, which throws any 
light on the origin of their independence. Our Government appear to fiave 
been sufficiently aware of the propensities of these Bheels for plundering, and 
secured our frontier from their attacks by placing strong detachments of the 
line at Molair, Dhywell, Pimpulneir, and Warsa. These arrangements pre¬ 
served our own frontier, but the Bheels continued tq maktf predatory incur¬ 
sions into the territory of His Highness the Gaekwar, which led in 1825 to 
our guaranteeing to them their Geeras claims on that country, the irregular 
payment of which was stated to be the real cause of their depredations. 

These Bheels had also Geeras claims on several of our village, which were 
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recognised in 18:28, and their payment settled from the district treasuries of 
Baglan and Pimpulneir. By this measure they were kept qui^t for a time ; 
but occasionally they broke out, and attacked our yillages. These incursions 
were vigorously checked, and now the predatory spirit of the Bheels appears 
to be Uhuost entirely subdued. 

In 1842-43 the British Government entered,, ip to an arrangement with the 
Rajas of the Bang for the lease of their teak forests, on the payment of an an¬ 
nual sum of Ils. 11,234. This arrangement is for the period of sixteen years, 
and can be continued at the option of Government, or dispensed with by 
naming the Rajas to that effect six months beforehand. 

There if no peculiarity or local custom with respect to the order of succes¬ 
sion to the different dadoes. In former times, it was scarcely ever settled 
without bloodshed, but since the i ommencement of our relations with the 
country this system has been put down. 

The boundaries of each Dang have never been defined. 1 am unable, there¬ 
fore, to submit a skctcli-map of them ; I also regret that the limited time 
allowed me to write this report will not enable me to make one. The deadly 
effect which the climate has on the European constitution deters any from 
resorting to it except on duty. The only months in which it may be visited 
with comparative safety are April and May>; but fr< m the intensity of the heat, 
and the scarcity of water, it is with difficulty that any European catj remain in it 
for many days, even in the above months. • The features of the country consist 
of a succession of hill and dale, covered with dense forests. The productions are 
the finest teak for ship-building, and other timber. The revenues of the State 
were derived from fees on timber, and on all produce passing through the coun¬ 
try ; thtt land revenue is very small, and received in kind from the population. 

There are four rivers in the Dang,—the. Kupree, Poorna, Ambeka, and 
Kooda. They are rapid mountain streams, running from east to west, and 
become dry in the hot months, except at spots where the royky nature of their 
beds retains pools of water. Experiments have been made with the view to 
render the rivers Poorna and Kaprec navigable for rafts, and available for 
' floating timber down to the coast ; but the numerous rapids and shallow’s are 
too formidable to hope for any success without an outlay considerably beyond 
die profit to be derived from such an undertaking. 

There is not in the whole Dang a single permanent work executed by the 
hand of man : there is not a house with a tiled roof,—there is* not a masonry 
well in the whole country. The Chiefs and the people dwell in huts made of 
bamboos and gi*ass, on the banks of rivers and nullas, the sites of which they 
are constantly changing. 

There are no made roads : the travelling is along the timber tracks, and, 
except near the western portion, it is a succession of hill and dale. A survey 
was made last year by Lieutenant Mungavin, of the Road and Tank Depart¬ 
ment, from Malligaum to Molair, down the Baboolna Ghat, via Garvee and 
Peeprcc, to Bulsar, for the purpose of making a fair-weather road to the coast. 
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The hills of the Dang are of primitive rock and basalt. Besides the 
finest teak fyr ship-building, the forests afford many trees adapted not only 
for building but for maqy other usefhl and omanSental purposes. The gums 
which are found in the forests are of several kinds. Several of the trees yield 
a white juice, which, extracted and exposed to the sun, leaves a#ubstan(e that, 
ft' not equal to gutta percha,gambles it so nearly as to lead Major Morris to 
suppose its being of the same nature. 

The Dang pays no tribute of any kind to the British Government, or to any 
of the neighbouring States. The Rajas appear to have held their country by 
force of arms, and were the dread of the neighbouring States before the 
British rule began. The population of the Dang is estimated at 7^51 souls. 

The Gaekwar lias shares in certain of the Dang villages in the forests of 
Dherbowtee and Garvee. The (Jackwars fla^ is raised at the Garvee capital, 
and he has succeeded in increasing his influence gradually every year in the 
Dang. Since the Honorable Company’s lease of the teak forests, it has been 
in a great measure stopped, but there is little doubt that the Gaekwar’s object 
in having his flag flying at Garvee was eventually to annex, by means of 
presents and other means, this large tract of beautiful forest land to his own 
territories, so as to have the entire c’ommand of the valuable teak timber 
which, now finds its way into the dockyard in Bombay. • 

The number of fillages in the whole Dang country is stated to be four 
hundred and seventy-three, and of these, a certain portion of the revenue of 
fifty-three is alienated to His Highness the Gaekwar. The number of villages 
whose forests are leased to the Honorable Company arc four hundred and 
forty-six, of widely the forest rights of thirty-five are in part alienated to His 
Highness the Gaekwar. • 

There is no local corps in the Dung, nor any organised Native force, but 
every Bhcel is called on to carry arms in cases of emergency. Nor is there 
any police in the*country, each Bheel being his own policeman. No sum is 
contributed for the maintenance of the general peace of the country, as the 
regular payment of Geeras to the Bhcels secures peace to the borders of 
contiguous States. 

The Dang has much improved in.its social relations since the*Chiefs have 
been brought into closer communication with the British Government, aud it 
may be reasonably expected that in a few years more we shall he able to open 
the eyes of the Rajas to the benefit of introducing education amongst their* 
people, and to the necessity of throwing aside many of the barbarous preju¬ 
dices which have hitherto retarded their civilization. Major Morris has taken 
the opportunity of trying to educate those of the Dang Bhepls who have been 
sentenced to confinement by the Magistrate for criminal offences, and he has 
one Dang Raja, Nowloo wulud Kursal, of Dang Garvee, a Jemadar in the 
Bheel Corps, who has been also educated. This plainly shows that the Dang 
Bheels are as capable as any other race of receiving education. 

The history of a wild tract of country, inhabited by so wild afid barbarousjj 
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race of men, must at any time furnish very limited materials for history; I 
have therefore confined myself to a simple relation of facts regarding the 
several points on which I a fu called to refport, not touching, of course, on those 
which are not applicable to the Dang. The information which I have given 
is takefi from the records in my own office. 

f 

' SOORGANA. ' 1 

The Petty State of Soorgana, I find, was first brought to the notice of 
our Government in 1818, the same period as Khandesh came into our pos¬ 
session. It is situated in the south-west comer of the province, and con¬ 
tains ai? area of about three hundred and* sixty square miles, bounded on 
the north by the Dang country, on the south by the Penth country, on the 
west by the territories of the ltaj^s of Dhurumpoor and Bansda, and on the east 
by the Sahyadree range of mountains. 

The geheral features of this small tract of country resemble those of the 
Dang, and consist of a succession of hilly, undulating grounds, which were in 
earlier periods covered with dense forests. # These have now been to a great 
extent cleared away. There is only one river running through this country—a 
mountain stream, which takes its rise in the Sahyadr e range, and flows from 
west to east. It always dries up in the hot month'., and a great scarcity of 
water prevails in every village during three months in the J'ear. Although this 
stream is only a mountain rapid in Soorgana, yet on its approach to the sea it 
becomes a river of some size, by the addition of tributary streams; but nowhere 
is it navigub’e. 

In the forests of Soorgana are to be found the teak trpe, the black wood 
tree, thc'Tewus, Dahmun, Klieir, Dhuuiber, &c. The teak is not to be com¬ 
pared with that of the Dang country, which is of the firmest and finest de¬ 
scription, while that of Soorgana is knotted and gnarled, and apparently of 
stunted growth. This may arise from the absence of that d<mse shade, which 
is so conducive to the growth of the young teak in the Dang. 

Tlu; soil of Soorgana, though generally of little depth, is very fertile. It 
mostly consists of a loose, rich black loam, and the richest spots are found at 
the bottom of deep valleys. On these rice is cultivated, or Sawa, Tooree, 
Kodroo, Khoorsanee, Wuraee, Oorccd, and Bortee ; but the principal food of 
the inhabitants of Soorgana is a grain called Naglce, which gives an early 
crop, and is raised entirely by manual labour on the sides of the undulating 
hills, the soil of which only is adapted to its growth. 

There has been no artificial irrigation yet introduced, though the nature of 
the country afford, s every facility for its introduction. 

The revenue was derived principally flora custom house fees, which are 
collected at the different places in the Suwusthan, and are levied on merchan¬ 
dize, but the largest emoluments resulted from the tax on all tipiber passing 
the custom house stations; there is also a tax on traveller. 

The family of the Deshmooks appears to have been of Kolee origin, and in 
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all probability originally resided somewhere in the fastnesses surrounding 
Hutgur; but} little is known of its early history. During the Mahomedan 
reign it appears to have tyeen brought to the n<?ti(fe of that Government, who 
entrusted its members with the responsible duty of restraining the predatory 
incursions of the Bheels and Kolees above the Ghats, and assist the Govern- 
ihent on any occasion when thpir military services might be required. 

The fort of Hutgur, which is only eight miles from Soorgana, was once of 
great importance, and one of its gateways was placed in permanent charge of 
the Deshraook, with a body of armed men. The unsettled state of the 
country, and the restless disposition of the wild inhabitants of the Dang, must 
have called forth all the energies of the garrison of Hutgur to*kcep them 
in check. 4 » 

The ancestors of the present Deshmooks appear to have been much employ¬ 
ed on service of this kind, and to, have gained considerable notice for the good 
service they were enabled to render from time to time to the Mahomedan 
Government. They were consequently entrusted with the protection of the 
line of Ghats from Rowra to Scrbone, as a reward for their services; and several 
villages below, in Soorgnna, were granted them as a remuneration for service, 
and for the support of their body of Shbundees. 

Some time after this arrangement ^had been concluded,* the head of the 
family represented to the Native Government, that in consequence of his hav¬ 
ing no title or designation, nor any authority to deal with the inhabitants on 
his own responsibility, his influence in keeping peace iu the Dang, and 
throughout the surrounding tracts, had been much weakened. This representa¬ 
tion had the effect of procuring for the family the title of Dcshmook, with per¬ 
mission to use a seal in matters connected with the Dang inhabitants,«nd with 
those on the other frontiers of Soorgana. 

After the subversion of the Mahomedan rule by the Murathas, or probably 
some time before, the Deshmook of Soorgana asserted his independence, 
and refused to pay any revenue to the existing Government, and his country 
was included with that of the Dang in the “ Dundee Mooluk” (country in 
rebellion) ; but greater efforts were made to conciliate the Deshmooks oT 
Soorgana than were ever exerted towards the R«jas of the Dang.* 

One of the principal routes from the Dcccan to Surat and to the coast lay 
through Soorgana, which it was of consequence to keep open; and there¬ 
fore the Soorg&na Deshmook was allowed to collect the revenue of the Go¬ 
vernment villages in Soorgana, and to pay it to the Government authorities at 
Hutgur at his option. ® 

Soorgana is styled in the old records of the Peshwa as a Turuf of Hutgur, 
and the Jageer villages as Turuf Soorgana Prant Hutgur. The Deshmooks 
have thirty-one villages, with a population of about 1,539 souls. The revenue 
is raised on the number of ploughs, called Outbundee. The land revenue of 
the Deshmooks’ villages amounts only to Rs. 1,401-4-0; the custom house 
taxes, See. to Rs. 5,469-3-0; yielding a revenue of Rs. 6,870-743. 
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The Deshmook s are stated to be c independent of the British Government, 
except in their relation to it as the paramount power. They.are also the 
hereditary Kooikurnees ov6* all the villages in the Soorgana Suwusthan. 

Our political relations with Soorgana appear to have begun in 1818, when 
military operations were undertaken against Mulharjce Deshmook, for having 
attacked a party of our Sebundees stationed at Soorgana. The ostensibly 
reason for this attack was a claim the Deshmook made on some villages in 
the Hutgur Purguna. Mulharjee was eventually seized, and hung for this 
transaction in 1819, 

The British Government, after the •disaffection of Mulhaijee Deshmook, 
placed the principal authority in the family cf Bhikajee Deshmook, who assist¬ 
ed to seize Mulharjee, anrl he was recognised as head of the Suwusthan. • 

The mother of Mulharjee Deshmook, who had quitted the Suwusthan, and 
then resided at the village of Wunnee, in the Nasik Sub-Collectorate, instigat¬ 
ed Pillajee Deshmook, her brother-in-law, to raise an insurrection, and mur¬ 
der Bhikajee Deshmook, which was but too successfully carried out. 

The British Government was then compelled to send out a military force to 
seize Pillajee Deshmook, w'ho sought shelter for some time in the Raja of 
Penth’s country, but was eventually apprehended, and executed in 1820, with 
five other person^ who were his accomplices. 

After the above events, it appears that in 1820 Eswunt Deshmook, son of 
the murdered Bhikajee, a lad then of nine years of age, was recognised by our 
Government as the elder of the two branched of the family, and was appointed 
to carry on the affairs of the State through the agency of his Dewan. The 
two branches lived quite separately, and, owing to the disputes which have 
existed from generation to generation, a blood feud has been cherished be¬ 
tween the families, which all the influence of the British authority has been 
insufficient to settle. 

The annexed Genealogical Tree will show the several branches of this 
family. There exists at present a dispute as to which branch is the elder; 
but this is of no moment, since the British Government have ordered that 
of Eswunt Rao to be considered as such, and to hold the chief power, while 
Morar Rao>. the younger, is to carry on the- duties of the Suwusthan in 
concert with Ravee Rao, a cousin of the late Eswunt Rao, and share in the 
expenses and profits of the State. 

From 1842 up to 1852, when Major Morris received charge of Soorgana, 
as Political Assistant, these two Deshmooks had been at enmity, and were 
continually being brought to the notice of the civil authorities in Khandesh 
for quarrelling with each other, and disobeying the orders of Government. In 
these disputes Morar Rqp appears to have been much in the wrong, and has 
been once or ‘twice visited with the displeasure of Government. He was for 
some time placed under surveillance, but in 1843, after furnishing security for 
his future good conduct, he was allowed to return to his country, which he 
then recklessly involved in debt by his extravagance. 
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. The treaty entered into with Soorgana in 1829 remains unaltered to this day? 

There is i4> particular or local custom existing with respect to the order of 
succession. The heir apparent will be found in th? abovementioned Genealo¬ 
gical Tree, and is marked with an asterisk. 

No map has ever been made of the Soorgana Suwusthan, and then? is no 
time to prepare one to accompany this report. 

The climate of Soorgana* resembles that of the Dang, in its being pro¬ 
verbially unhealthy for Europeans, except dunng the months of Apnl nnd M ^y, 
and even then the water is so scatec, and of such bad quality, that Europeans 
cannot remain in the country longer than a few days at a time. Natives of the 
up-countiy feel the effects of the Climate, anti almost all who gh ther$ lctuin 
with fevei. I may add that before^ Majoi Moms Iflul completed his tom of 
inspection last yeat, lie became so ill as*to h<^ obliged to quit the country as 
soon as possible This countiy has formed no engagements with any of the 
neighbounng petty States 

Thcic is no local or contingent corps m it; the De-hmooks keep up twenty- 
five Sebundees and five horsemen to guard tin n ticasui), and to aid if! any 
military operations undertaken by the Bntish Government in tlun neighbour 
'hood. They aie also the police, and aic paid out of the levcnuis of the 
countiy. The piopn complement is t^ntv-five Sebundeesafid five horsemen; 
but, owing to tin pif-ont poveity of the State, the keeping up of this number 
has not been cnfoiccd 

• * 

llu Mehwasee Chiefs whose estates aie situated in the Talookas ot Sool- 
tanpooi and NuudooiKu, and are exempted by Act XI. of 184(3 fiom the 
operation of the Emulations, aie,— * 

1, The Wusawa of Chiklce. 5, The Smgpoorkui * 

2, The liana of Boodawul. (>, ISal. 

3, The Gowhaleekur 7, Kyha Paivee. 

4, The •Katikur. 

On IK LEE. 

The Wusawa of Chiklee is the pimcipal Meliwasee Chief. Fiom whence 
the family derived its origin them is no means of ast ei taming,-—Jbere are no 
i ecords belonging to the family * Captain Briggs, ui his letter doled 24th 
Septcmbei 1818, to the add* ess of the Honorable Mr. Elphmstone, sole Com¬ 
missioner in the Deccan, states that his anctsfoisjield originally lands of the 
Rajas of the hilly and woody country 6f Rajpecpla, lying noith of the Taptee 
and south of the Neibudda, and (the then Wusawa) ,f<wu has, like other 
Bhecl Chieftains in this part, token advantage of the times to rsfubliah his 
power and right over the neighbounng fertile dish ate •fits family lands 
consist of eighty-foui villages in the Uajpecpla countiy. Taking advantage 
of the condition of the Government, he became the diead of the surrounding 
country. lie levied tribute fiom several Zummdars, and made passcngeis and 
mei chants pay toll for their transit through the country. Such was the status 
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*>f the Wuaawa when we took possession of Khandesh; and Captain Briggs 
was induced to permit his eon, and hit principal man, an actHe Rajpoot, to 
enter our service and protect the cottntfy. Captain, Briggs agreed to maintain 
eleven home and forty foot for him, 'and to collect the tolls he had been 
accustomed to levy, and to pay them to him; and Government also assigned 
him an annual pension of Rs. 3,000. This arrangement continued till the 
year 1846, when his son, the Koowur WusaVa, broke out into rebellion 
against the British Government. *This individual was apprehended, tried, and 
condemned to ten years’ imprisonment. The estate was then attached, and 
administered by the Collector of Khandesh up to this year, a small 
allowance #betng made to the Koowur’s soil. The estate was released at the 
beginning of this year, and made over to the Koowur’s son, Ramsing 
Wuaawa, who was not considered qualified to superintend the police; and the 
allowance made to his grandfather for horse and foot was taken away, and 
lie is now residing in his estate, enjoying its land revenue, and the Govern¬ 
ment pension granted to his ancestor. 

The Chiklee Suwusthan is bounded on the north by the Suwusthans of 
Gowhalee and Sagbaira, on the south by the Taptce, on the east by the Koo- 
kurmoonda Puiguna, and on the west by Sagbaira, and If is Highness the Gaek- 
wai’s possessions: It has flooring through, it th< Paiwadee, Kodlee, Deo, 
Supertee, Ganglee, and Wurkara rivers, which, rising in the Satpooras, empty 
themselves into the Taptee, and in most of them water remains throughout the 
year. Bheels are the only population; and, in consequence of the thick jungle 
with which it is covered, the climate is extremely unhealthy. The Natives 
feel it severely, and Europeans cannot exist in it during the greater portion of 
the year. The most prevalent diseases are small-pox and jungle fever. The 
only load lunning through it, on which theie is traffic, is a portion of the 
road from Kookurmoonda to Sagbarra and Guzerat. The revenues for the 


official year 1862-53 amounted to as follows:— • 

Land tevenue ...Rs. 212 11 0 

. Kullalee .*. 139 0 0 

Diggui villages..T.* . 6 0 0 

Cattle-grazing . 67 1 0 

Mango trees .. 14 12 0 

Sheep-grazing . 1 7 0 

Maliora trees •. ... *13 8 0 

Koontee allowance . 250 0 0 


‘ * Total....Rs. 704 7 0 

♦ Boodawul. 

« 

In 1818, Vhen Captain Briggs effected arrangements with most of the 
Mehwasfie Chiefs, he found the then representative of-this family, named 
(Thunder Sing, in possession of Boodawul, with the Bheel Chiefs Lutchmun, 
Pancbya, and Rylia Parvee dependent on him, receiving Geeras from forty 
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; villages In the NuwioOrbw and boeitimpdor Talo&kam also' folding 
possession oFthe passes into Mutwar; and in pursuance of the beforemen tioned 


but required from him the relinquishment of a few questionable righfe, such as 
payment for the possession of the paries, &c., and guaranteed to him alum of 
money in lieu of his Geeras; and, in return, the dhief agreed to keep in check * 
the Bheels in his vicinity, t'his family is supposed to have been very ancient, • 
and by some to have existed prior to the Slahomecfan reign. Much fruitless 
inquiry Has, however, been jnade to ascertain its former political position; but 
as it possessed no records on our occupation of tins province, it is impossible 
to trace any particulars connected* with its previous history. Chgnd^r Bing 
fulfilled his engagements, and died in 1819, and waif succeeded by his eldest 
son, Bhugwan Bing, a man of no charaetej. He died in 1839, and was 
succeeded by his brother Gunput Sing, the late liana, a depraved 
and debauched individual, who early exhibited his total unfitncAa for the 
position he had attained. His deep involvement in debt, together with his 
oppressive treatment of his subjects, combined with the suspicion that he 
connived at the robberies occurring in the Sool^npoor Talooka, required his 
removal to Dhoolia, and his estate tef be attached, which occurred in 1845, 
when, a maintenance having beemprovided for him, the balance of his revenues 
was appropriated t<J the payment of his debts, which have not yet been 
entirely liquidated. .Gunput Sinp, having died childless, there is no heir to 
the estate, which lias* lapsed to the British Government. Roodawul is situ¬ 
ated in the Sooltun poor Talooka, between the Taptec and the Satpooras, by 
which mountains jt is bounded on the north; on the south and east by. the 
Kookurmoonda Ptirguna; and on the west by the estates of Singpoor and 
Nal. It has no rivers running through it, nor has it any road along which 
traffic passes. The soil is of a good deset lption, but is almost entirely 
covered with juijgle. There are seventeen inhabited and fifteen uninhabited 
Bheel villages. jfhe climate is unhealthy during the greater part of the year, 
when either jungle fever or small-pox prevails. The revenues for tlie official 
year 1852-53 were Rs. 2,727-11-0, and its disbursements Its. 027-11-3, 
leaving a balance of Rs. 2,099-15-9. # 


Gowhai.ee. • 

In 1818 this family held Govyhalec, and had in its pay numerous bebuh* 
dees; and Captain Briggs considered it advisable to grant its then represen¬ 
tative, Nana Wulvee, Its. 300 per annum as Koontee allowance, and to require 
from him police assistance within and around his estate. This family has. 
no records, and it is therefore impossible i> state its origin*, or from whom it 
received its present possessions. 11 is described to be a feudatory of Rajpeepla, 
and is stated to have been almost ruined on the subversion of that State. 

' * Orders were issued by Government, on the 28th September 1855, for the resumption of 
feis Estate,—-Edi/or. 
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When *5? frrtd tywsanwlicqwdnfcy;I whh % N#*$ Vf$taaji W then Gbitfi *htd' 
collected arcthad him several adventurers, He it supposed toWve scored/ 
aided Kooer Wusawh* of 1 Btgbami, In his frequent raids into Khaadesh, 
until that Chief wfc* feta*ught to reason by Mt. Willoughby* then Assistant 
Resident at Beroda,anfl when it eras arranged that the Bagbarra Chief and 

* Nana Wulvee should receive shares of the Songjhur Koontee. 

In accordance with the above arrangement, nA» Wuhree received Babasye. 
Rs. 1,000 from the Baroda Government. On his death, his son, Katia Wulvee, 
being a minor, his uncle, Dewjee Wulvee, became his guardian. The young 
Chief is nowf albut fourteen years of age, and attends the Kookurmoonda 
school., He is able to read and write Murathee, is acquainted with geo¬ 
graphy, and is a very sh&rp and intelligent boy. 

Gowhalee is bounded on the north* by the Kati and Rajpecpla territories, 
on the south by Chiklee, on the east by the Kookurmoonda Purguna, and on 
tlie west by Sagbarra. Its population is confined to Bheels. * It is extremely 
mountainous, and covered with dense forests. The -<jnly road through it 2s 
that pursued by the Brinjarees, en route to Guzerat. The Chief receives his 
revenue in grain, but I haveuio means of ascertaining the quantity of grain 
collected. Independent of this, it receives an an <itd payment of Babasye 

* Rs. 1,000 from £>arod%and Rs. 300 from the English Government. 

. Kaii. 

In 1818 this Mehwasee was recognised as a dependent of the Rana of 
Boodawul, and as his estate was situated within the Satpooras, and *of consi¬ 
derable extent, its Chief was granted by Captain Briggs a Koontee allow-' 
anee of Rs. 37-8-0, 

This family has no records, neither is its present representative, Oomed 
wulud Luximon Paivec, acquainted with its oiigin. It pays a yearly Nuzu- 
rana of Its. 32 to Boodawul, with whose Chief it for some ,time waged war, 
and the necessity of their keeping up numerous Mukrageesfdoubtless created 
the involvements under which *it now labours. After our acquisition of 
Kbandedi, a detachment was placed at Kookurmoonda, to keep in subjection 
the disaffected Bheels of that neighbourhood; and Captain Rigby, its Com¬ 
mandant, found it necessary to proceed to Kati, to inflict punishment on 
Luximon Parvee, its Chief, and to prevent him from collecting his follow¬ 
ers for plunder, and thereby disturbing the public peace. On that officer's 
arrival at Kati he found the village vacated, and caused it to be burnt, 
On this occasion the whole of the fiimily property was destroyed, and, 
with it, whatever records they possessed. The present Chief, Oomed 
Parvee, i| a man rif about forty years of age,f devoid of energy, and much in¬ 
volved in debt His eldest son, Rootoo Parvee, is heir apparent, and.VKW 

* Vide page 703 <■# »«?• of Bombay Selection itffl* XXRt 1856. 

♦ an law 
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iKati is bownlwi on the north by tht Opdeyiwei State, <m S*>poth 
Suwp#aos of Singpoorand Chikle^ enthe ehsf by the AM P^gua^ 
ai^d an fee west by the State of Bajpeopla and t&e Suwusfhan of, Gv&talee; 
It is very difficult of access from every direction, and consists of a succession 
narrow valleys, separated by ridges of lofty, irregular bills, revered with 
thick jangle* Its population is confined to Bheete. During the greater 
part of the year jungle fever piore or less prevails. It has no road on which 
there is traffic, running thrcyigh it; and th^ only river is the Deo, which, 
rising in the Satpoora^, empties itself into the Nerbudde. 

'This Chief has no accounts, buf the average revenue of has esfgfo ^W*S as¬ 
certained in 1850 byOLieutenant Rigby, from,a South# at Nandod, to whom 
it had been for several years mortgaged,*to bebetween six and seven thousand 
rupees per annum. lie also receives Rs. 450TCoontee allowance. Independent 
of his establishment of about ten peons, he has no expenditure, but Hie interest 
on his debts to Soukars at Nandod and Kookurmoonda swallows up nnaily 
his whole revenue. The country is so unhealthy that few, save its inhabitants, 
can visit it at any other season of the yeai than the hot weather, from the 
middle of Apnl to the end of May. Jungle fever prevails nearly throughout 
the year. • . # m 

This Chief has n<3 Belnmdees, and but ten peons, whom he employswl the 
collection of his revenue. Therein* no police establishment. 


SlN'OPOOR. 

In 1818 this Chieftain was acknowledged by Captain Briggs as a depend¬ 
ent of tire Rana of Boodawul, and as the possessor of Bingpoov ambits three 
villages, and had granted to him an annual present through the Rana of 
Boodawul of Its. 200. This Chief has no records, and is unacquainted with* 
the previous histsry of his family. Bhikna Parvec is about sixty yeaih of age ; 
his son, Goomla Parvce, is about twenty years old, and for several years was 
a scholar in the Bbeel school at Kookurmoonda, which lie left on attaining 
his rfltyority. The Singpoor Suwusthan is bounded on fee north by fife 
Satpooras, on the south by the K*x>kurmoonda Purguna, on thc#asf by Nai, 
and on the west by Boodawul ; it contains but three inhabited Bhcel villages, 
and is covered with jungle. Its revenue is about Its. 135, which, with thq 
personal allowance this Chief now receives of R*». 100, is all that he has 
to live upon. 

* 

Nai* 

In 1818 this petty Mchwasee was recognised by Captain Briggs as a 
dependent on Boodawal, and, when that officer effected his arrangement with 
Jfb liana, he agreed to recognise his right to NaJ, with its thenTive villages ,* he 
also guaranteed the Koontee to which he was entitled, but ft which the Poli¬ 
tical Agent made the ootteetion, and granted him an annual present of Hs. 200, 


1/9 iqppspit.' 

which has beeh'lfcdsieed to |h. iftO in accordance wiffc Govepraenf let&r. 
No. 4692 of 1849.. This family appear to have been feudatories w Boodawul, 
and are also accustomed to* pay that 9&wu*than a yearly Nusmrana of some* 
trifling amount of money, ‘‘the present representative of this family is Kama 
Parvel, who ia about thirty years of age. His son is named Phulgee Parvee* 
and is about five years of age, » 

Nall is bounded on the north and south by tty* Kookurmoonda Purgana, 
on the east and west by die States of Gowhalee ynd Boodawul, and contains 
two inhabited and five uninhabited villages. * , 

Independent of the allowance of Rs. IDO granted by, Government, he has 
but little revenue, whieh he sometimes receives in kind, sometimes in money, 
and which may be estimated at about Rs. 20 or Rs. 25. wThis Chief keeps no 
accounts of his disbursements, ajad ha> no police establishment. 

Rylia wulud Weslia Paevee. 

1 have no means of stating when this Chiefs family became possessed of 
their estate, which they received from the Rana of Boodawul. Its present 
representative, Kooera Parvee, is about thirty years of age. For the last two 
years he has acted as Jemadar of the Nundoorbar Mehwasee police, and is an 
intelligent man. *On the death ofRylia Parvee, hfe estate was attached, 
agrgKbly to circular No. 19, dated 14th April 1832, but was given to Kooera 
and Ditia Parvee on the 5th April 1853, by order communicated by Captain 
Rose, officiating Western Bheel Agent. It is bounded by Nal, Smgpoor, and 
Boodawul, and is very small, and quite unproductive. 

In conclusion, I have to state that this account of the Chiefs over whom the 
Collector and Magistrate exercises political control has been chiefly compiled 
from the repoits of Major Mcfrris, my Political Assistant in charge of the 
Dang, and die petty State of Soorgana; and Lieutenant Newnham, Western 
Bheel Agent, who has political charge of the Mehwasee Chiefs. 
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PET|I STATES OP MJANBE8I!. 


miscellaneous information respecting the 

D'A'NG COUNTRY. 


The Dang country contain* a superficial area of about one thousand square 

mil&, and is divided into five principal and two 
smaller Dangs, in all seven forest tracts, as per 
margin. Each Dang has its own Bheel Chief, or 
Raja, though the Garvee f nief is looked upon by the 
others as the principal R tja.' The respective names, 
titles, ages, and usual places of lCbidence, &c. of 
the several Rajas are as follow. 


t, Dang Game. 

2, DangWimooriia. 

3, Dang Amalleo. * 

4, Dana Dberbowtee. 
6, Dftng Pimwree.. 

6 , Dang OwoW. . 

7, Ding Chmchlee. 


Name, title, 
of Chief. 


and Age 


DANG GARVEE. 

1.—Keruking wulud Oodeauig, title Bheel Raja, 
agdd sixteen years. 

Residence. II.-—Usual place of residence Garvee.* 

III.—lie has no children. The principal persons of the Court* are Dewrao 

‘ Children and Court. wulud Oodesing Raja; Morar Rao wulud Oodesing 
, #Raja; Nunnoo wulud Khem Raja; Davee Bing 

wjdud Silput Raja (now in jail at Surat); Dowhit wulud Silpnt Raja (now in 
jail jttt Asseerghur); Roopdeo wulud Silput Raja; Dulloo wulud Loll* Sing; 
B&lloo, brother-in-law of Oodesing Raja; Boodia wulud Lmimon, Karbaree; 
Dadajee Patel; Dhowjee Powar; and Sudasew Narain, Dewan. 


Revenue*. 


V.—The revenues of this Suwusthan amount to 


• Rs. 3,367-6-6, and Geeras Rs. 1,452. 

VI.—Rang GipVee is bounded on the north by Mouje Sajoo Para,"Wagdura, 

Bout ‘wits, mu fi rm * ^ Kopp^htmd; on the south by Moujd Gowiw* 

and Chiklee, and Pullnavehr; on the ei^, 


* The age* of these perffw* We not kuowu. 



KHAirma. 


KelatfdEsfc Ghat; and o*||m west by Mouj£ Kehkurdur and Kjtilia Bhaetche« 
Bwae, lb wwted is three hundred square miles* , ^ , 

fteputaion. * XII.—The population numbers 1,$8S soirtsL^ * 

Religion,Language, Tnbe, XIII.—Tbe religion is Hindoo; i|e language i 

# «sd'Caste. mixture of Guxerathee end Hindustani; tribe and 

casfeTBbeel. ^ 


DANG WA 8 SOORNA. 

Natoe, Title, «m* Age of I.—Bapoo wulud Anunda, title BheeJ Ifcija, aged 

Chiet forty years. s 

Aendenee. II Usual place of residence Wassooma. 

III.—He has legitimate male issue as follows :— 1 , Luximon wulud mjpoo, 
Children. aged twenty years; 2, Bhowan wulud Bapoo, aged 

nine years; 3, Nowaa wulud Bapoo, aged eight 
years; 4, Ekya wulud Bapoo, aged seven years; 5, Nowsya wulud Bapoo, 
aged fire years; 6 , Khundoo wulud Bapoo, aged four years; and 7, Hybutee 
wulud Bapoo, aged three yea«f. - ■ * 

The principal persons of the Court are Sindia wulud Lukmunjee Koor (in 
Court confinement); Kooshya wulud Lukmunjee KoOr; 

Pinbhoo’wulucf Anunda Koor; Dulput wulud An~ 
unda Koor; Fukeeia ; Deree Sing Koor; Bhugya Koor 5 Arjoon wulud 
NuthoOj Karbaree ; Bhika wulucf Dewajee, Patel; Bajoo wulud Btiika, Patel; 
R&mjee wulud JIuiJbe; Owjee wulud Nowsoo Patel, and Sukaram Ghund.ee, 
Dewan. 

V.—The revenues of this Suwusthan amount to 
Revenues. . Rg. 2,100, and Geeras Rs. 40. 

VI.—Dang Wdssoorna is bounded on the north by the Soopa HiUs; on 

the south by Dewdongnr of Sooigana; on the east by 
Boundaries, and Area Maliigaum and the Chip Ghat, and Monjf* Dhunp* 

lee, Purguna Hatgur; and on the west by Chinch Par^ and Arabs Para. Its 
estimated area is two hundred square miles. 

Population. XI f.—Tbe population numbers 1,600 souls. , 

• Xlll.—The religlbn is Hindoo; the language a 

fieltgion. Language, Tnbe, mixture of Giuerathee and Hindustani; tribe and 
u»l Caste. . tm. 1 • 

caste Bheel. 


DANG AMALLEE. 

Nmw, Title, sad Age of I*—Hassoo. Sing wulidl Purtab fling, tide Bb*af 

, 4 .Raja, aged thirty-five years. , 


»s 



m. 


X8ANDS8II.* 


• Reddpicc. il.—place Of PN® Ifcsfld&d,** „ ,< 

IIl.—He ha* legitimate male IsswV, **& wmsi fiissoo 

* Smg, aged fifteen years ; % Lu*inK»» wulud HsSeoo 

% ® ,a " wl1 * Bing, a|gd‘ seven yean; 3, Abheemun wulud Bassoo 

Sing, aged suf years ; 4, Dooijya wulud Hassoo aged five year*; attd 
6 , muon wulud Hassoo Sing, aged four years* » 

The principal persons of the Court are Guddtoo wulud Roybhan; Ekloo 

wulud Heerya; Dewjee wulud Kakrya; Gookl Sing 
Si ‘ rt ' wulud Nilkunt; Bhowanee wulud f&kya; Gory* wulud 

Kanhoo; Ekya wulud Ankoos; Bhow Sing wulud Purtab Sing; Goolya wulud 
Purtab Siftg; Oodesing wulud Purtab Sing; Ram Sing wulud Koor; Eahwuftt 
wulud Rarasing Koor; Bhew Sing wulud Mujeh Sing Koor; Dewejee wulud 
Kakrya, Karbaree; Bylya, Deshmoolc of Choree; Boodya Powar, of Church; 
Rama, Patel of Dhomkhul, and Dewan (dead). 

_ * V.—The revenues of this Suwusthan amount to 

Rs. 2,730, and .Geera* Rs. 43-13-6. 

VI.-‘—Dang Araallee is bounded on the north by Sewaryachee Baree and 
_ , . , . Jamun Duggur: on the south by Moui£ Jamdur and 

, • # Wassooina Dang ; on the east by Mouje Beelund, 

Rahoto Ghat, Mouj6 fcoll.Mandoor, and Kurda of Purgpna Pimpla ; and on 
tha west by Pullasvehr and Pimpree. The estimated area includes two 
hundred square miles. * 

Population., XII.—The population amounts to 1,566 souls, 

XIII.—The religion is Hindoo ; the language a 


Religion, Language, Tribe, 
and Cqite. 


mixture of Guxerathee and Hindustani; tribe and 
caste Bheel. 


* 


DANG DHERBOWTKE. 

* * 

Name, Tit)e, and Age# 1 •—Vacant by the death of Ankoos wulud Bhttdrs 

of Chief. Raja, title Bheel Raja, aged thirty-five years. 

, Reddenee. II.—Usual place of residence Dherbowtee. 

111.—He has legitimate mail issue, via. 1, Nowloo wulud Ankoos Koor 

aged sixteen years ; >2, Rungya wulud Ankoos Koor 
Children.' aged fifteen years; and 3, Nuthya wulud Ankooi 

Koor, aged twelve years. * 

The principal persons of the Court are Wallm wulud Mahaddo R«$a; Silpu 

, wulud Anunda Raja; Shamsing wulud RtyhOuUSei 
« a Raja j Teerya* wulud Govinda, Karbaree; Kajeryi 

wulud Mm&t Karbaree; Nachnva wulud Bhuglee, Karbaree; sift Tfafato 
ram wulud Kasee, Dewan. 



; KHANDUSH. 

. .xaL..* * '' s V*—The wn$b&ja(l Ibis 

. ft* and Geem ft* 709-0-3. 

VI.-w!)angJDberbowtee is bounded on (he nofth fey Ssneutfchel 

**a i M ^Malj on the south tifMoujd ftwhoeTJtaia 
Boorkhuiree, and Mouj4 TewSb; <* to** W 
lube®! Kokuf and Moujo Kothor; and tm the west by Mowj4 
Nelia^f Bordbutt,andMouj6|Patvebr. ’The estimated area contains mSwmr 
died and seventy square miles. 

Population. XII.—Population 697 souls. 

XIII.-^Religion Hindoo; language a mixture of 
Gawfmtheo «nd IliD^aatfini ; tribo tn* cwU 
Bheel. 

• • 


Name, Title, and Age of 
Chief. 


Children and Court 


• DANG PlMPREE, > 

I.—Tiimbuk wulud Dulput Naik Bheel, title 
Naik Omrow, aged twenty-five years. 

Residence II.-—Usual place of residence Pimprc*. 

III.—lie has a “cyi named Neeloo *Baba t aged three years. The print ipal 

persons of the Court are Lalsing wulud Gyudur ; 
Jysins: wulud Walha Naik ; ltamjee wulud Dayce- 
sing Naik ; Mabaroo wulud Chutur Bing ; Abdoo Karbaree ; Gopeechund 
f wulud Chutrya Naik, Ramjee wulud Kehra, Patel; and Budasow wulud 
Nana Set, Dewan.* 

V.—The revenues of this Suwusthan amount to 
H. 2,260. 

VI.—Dang Pimpre#ia bounded on the north by Sadmal and Mouj£ Kha- 
* tul Masolee; on the south by Kulium Hill; on the 

Boundaries, and Area. eas ^ ^y Mouj4 Chiktee and Pullosvehr; and on the 

west by the nver called Zui tachec, and Sadur Dew. The number of square 
mihj^is one hundred. 

Population. XII .—The estimated population is 9^4 souls. 

X III—The religion is Hindoo; language a mixtuie 
Religion, Langur Tribe, c f Guzerathee and Hindustani; tnbe and cabtQ 

Bheel. 


and Caste. 


****** 
V Residence. 


DANG OWCHAH. * 

i.—Krishna wulud Lahanoo Bheel Hjflk,. aged 
thlHy*five years, * 

I!,—Usual v ;.ftcdjp residence Owchsai 
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ill.—He has legitimate inale issue, viz. 1, Dhuitna wulud Krishna,aged 

twenty years; 2, Mogul wulud Krishna, aged eight 
' 11 rea yekrs; 3, Munjoo wulud Krishna, aged five years; 

and 1, Dhunoo wulud Kgishna, aged three years. 

' Court * Has no Court. 

V.—The icvenues this Suwusthan amount tb 


Revenue*. 


Its. 72. 




VI.—Dang Owchar is bounded on the north Beejoorpara; on the south 

by the Paras of Owchar and Chinchlee; on the east by 
emu ariei, »n re*. |> ara8 0 f Garkuree and Zurree; and on the west 

by Moiyt* yfungur Ghoiee. The estimated'area includes eight square miles. 


Population. 

Kiligtnn, Language, Tribe, 
and Caate- 


XII. —Population 257 souls. 

XIII. —Religion Hindoo; language a mixture of 
Guzeiathee and Hindustani; tribe and caste Bheel. 


DANG CI11N01ILEE. 


Name, Title, anti Age of 
Chief 

Rcaidenrc. 


I. —Olshya wulud Khundoo Naik Bheel, title 
Naik Omiow, aged thirty y rs <i( 

II. —Usual place of re»id -nee Chinehlec. 


HI.—He has legitimate male issue, viz. 1, Bhevuya wulud Olshya, aged 

six years; and 2, Uanwutta wulud Olshya, aged 
four ytars. 

I Las no Court. 

V.—The revenues of tins Suwusthan amount to 
Us. 116. 

VI.—Dang Clnuchloc is bounded on the north by Kudmal: on the south by 

Boundary, and Area (hmut > Kot > a Don fi u *t and Patviacha Don- 

gur, on the oast by the Baboolna Ghat; and on 
the w est by Mogr .1 Paia It contains twenty-two squate miles. 

Population. XII.'—Its population is estimated at 573 souls. 


Children. 

Court. 

Revenue*. 


Religion, Language. Tribe, 
and l’lute. 


XIII.—The religion is Hindoo; language a itoix- 
tuie of Guzerathee and Hindustani; tribe and caste 
Bheel. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Besides the Bheels, there is in the Dang a class of men called Konkunees, 

Claasea of People WWfcs v ' ll ° arc the cultivators of the soil, and who reside 
the BbeeU. in villages, being entirely subject to the Rajas. 


ypparat^l yf the Dang* 
troni the neighbouring 
t’ouutu. 


The Dangs collectively are enclosed and separated 
fiom the neighbouring country by ranges of high 
locky ^fountain*, except on the west, which is open. 



KHANDESH. 


m 


The Bheel| of t&e Dang are the least 4 Civilized people in Khandesh. In 

their bwn country they live in a state of nature t their 
m, } *.c. colour is of the darkest, their stature generally small, 
and their aspect most forbidding. They live, in huts built of bamboos, wattle 
and dab, and are very fond of liquor and tobacco. The latter (hey smako in* 
dfessantly, rolled up like cigars, inside the leaf of the tree called Apta, 

The deadly effect whicl^ the climate of the. Dang has on the European 
' Climate constitution deters any person From resorting to it 

except on duty. The only months in which it may 
b! visited with comparative safety are April and May; but from the intensity 
of the heat, and the scarcity of water, it is with difficulty that an£ European 
can remain in it for many days, even in those months. The feature! of the 
country consist of a succession of hill •ami dale, covered with dense forests. 
The productions are the finest teak for ship-building, and other timber. The 
revenues of the Chiefs were (before the forests were farmed) principally 
derived from fees on timber, and on all produce passing through their country; 
the land revenue is very small, and collected in kind. 

The prevailing soils are black and red earth in the valleys, and stony, 

with moorunt, under the hills. There are no mcuus of 
Prevailing Soils. irrigation. The general features «of the country arc 
• hill ami dale. 

The natural resources are fruits, gums, lac, kliat, roots of trees, many of 
^ which are turned to account, and the Dang potato, 

which is a remarkable production, weighing (ouch 
one) eight or ten pounds, and, if not generally known, should be brought to 
notice for its opulent properties. The Natives call it Bocekund. # 

There are no industrial resource**, unless we may include as such the collec¬ 
tion of a few rooft, gums, and lac, which ire sold in the neighbouring villages. 
Routes. « • The mutes will he found at the end of these Notes. 

Climate The climate is notoriously unhealthy; no/auge of 

thermometer kept. 

The, average fall of rain is not known, but it is generally very heavy, and 

Average Fall of Rain. I should 1 kink that the average fall i» the Koukun 
• would he 1 hat of the Dang. * 

With regard to the administration of civil and criminal justice, the •Jtajas 

Administration of Justice. imnsli ^ ate al1 offences and disputes, according’to 

ancient custom, punishing principally by fines, and 
without any regular system of procedure or organised laws. Tl is only recently 
that wfa have interfered, before which they were in the habit of disposing of 
even fro most serious crimes in a most summary manner; and if the 
punishment of death were awarded, the victim was shot to death with arrows. 
The belief in witchcraft was at one time very prevalent, and -even now 
continues to be so. The Bheels were in the habit of bunting witches alive, 
as has often been done in more civilized 'countries; this ccused after the 
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Lducalton 


Biiti-.li Government took political Charge of the country. Robbery is not 
uiy pic valent, as the Bheels scarcely ever ste&f from each other. 

I education is wholly unknown, and it# attempted introduction by us is met 

with opposition, and attended with extreme diffi¬ 
culty. 

Vaccination progresses as little as education The inhabitants appear tb 
p . y have a thorough dtcad vf it, and will not hear of it. 

og » o occma ion. j uno a n 0 the Western Bheel Agent biought 

tin-, subject to the notice of the Rajas, who appeared to icceive it favourably, 
and utcoidmgly u vaccinator*was scut into the Dang ; but onfcis annul tfte 
inhabitants^iejected all his attempts to intioduce it, and he left without doing 
au\thing 

The pievdlent di&cases aie fever antMiscnder of the spleen, both of an ag- 
, giavated kind, and, if caught by Cui opeans, the for- 

Uis'Awis mei is generally fatal to them, oi otheiwise clings to 

them for a long time. 


lit Chief 

ltcMdcnee 

Ohililun 


SOOUGANA. 

• 

The Petty State of Soorgana was fust brought to the notice of our Govern¬ 
ment »u 1818 , the same peuod as Khaedcsh came into om possession Theie 
aie two f'hufs, who shaie conjointly tlie management of the rnanot one is 
Rtiwee Rao wulud Bowajce llao, and thepthei Moiai Rao wulud Mulhai Rao. 
Name Title. ancUV/c. of J Rawec Ran wulud Bowftjci Rao, title Aujehat 

Deshmook, aged thuty-two ycais 

11 —Psutd place of u^ulc nee IVecbui Ghofre, a 
lnmlet of ttie 'sooigana 'niwusthait 

III - Ife has oik son, named Miunkur Rao wulud 
R ivu e Rao, ag« cl fom y eats 

Iu -Motai Rao wulud Mulhai Rao, agtd lufty-one yeai«, title Aujehat 

\ mu r I itlo. Age, of shmook, usual plai e of icsidence Bhudui, a hamlet 
2ml t lu< l of the Sooi0in.i htuvustlian. Ife has legitimate male 

isbuc, vi/ Bh iskm Kuo, aged twelve yeais , iNaiain Iluo,au.ed ten \eais; and 
Puishdum IJao, aged two years. 

The above two ('hiefs have n«$ C’omt, then Dew an is named Sukaram 

Kasmath, and la appointed by the Collector and 
Magistrate. 

IV —The Deshmooks pay no tiibttte of mur kind 
to the British Government, noi to any of tlnnieigh- 
bouiing States. 

The estimated gross animal revenue of this Suwusthan amounts to 
11 s, 1,401-4-0, Kullalee Rs. 2,364; and Zukat 
R*. 3,106-3-0, total Rs. 6,870-7-0. 


Court 


Tribute. 


llncbue 
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VI, —Somgana » bounded ontho nortff by the Dang Wu&soorna * cm the 

_ . . south by "the Penth eountiy ; On the neat by the 

oasuanea. *»' ■ »*» f/»rii tones ofrthe Kajus of Dhurumjioor and Bnnsda ; 

and op the east by the Sahyadice range of mountains. The estimated men 
is about three handled aftd sixty sqn.ue miles, * * • 

VII. —The prevailing soils ate black and red earth in the volleys, and s|on\, 
Soil, and general Fta- tut 1 / ranorum, nndei the hills Theie « nomination, 

tore* of the Countij exoept fiom wells, which aie «veiy few. The genual 

fcatmes of the countiy aie lull und dale • 

VIII —The natuial iesoim.es aie tiuits, honey, gums, hi, klnt, and mots 

oitiecs, many of which ntejhmud to utiAuni The 
industii.il i< sOuh os an tin (ultivition und sale of 
nee, saw a, tooiee* nagkje, kodioo, khomavuee, wuiai e, 


Resources 


the following giains 
001 eed, and but tec 


Routes 


dim Uc 


15 — The unit ex, v.mous in Sooigana, will be 
found at the end of the m* Notes 

V --Tliec Innate i> notommslv unhealthy, no lunge 
of fheinnunefei kept 

XI —The avuage fall of lum is not known, but it is generally veiy heavy 

I should tluwk tint the avoage lull m the Konkuu 
would tx tint of Nioigaim 

All-' 'fin jSopul.it ion amounts pt l, r * 10 souls 
Mil — lhhgioii Hindoo tribe and taste K011- 
kunee l^oon!>e< 1 mguagi Murathee 

With KLaid to tin administration of civil and inintnal 
jiistu<, tin l)t slnnooks nivistigate all idhucisand 
dispute-., .molding f) amutil mstom, punishing 
pnnupilly bv funs, and without anv u gulat s^sti m of puuedmi, 01 oil, m 
js< 1 hws It isonK lenntly that wi have inlutucd 


Aurngc 1 all of R.un * 
PojmlatioD 

Religion Language, lobe, 
mi(l ('ante 

XIV. L W 

Admimsiratiou of Justice 


XVI 


Liliication 


-Ldueation win foil icily wholly 11 .known, hut since the Political 
Auenc s has hi i n «st ihlisln d, it has been mtu due ad, 
and the sdiolais, who nunibu fifteen, an giUiugoii 
very nicely. Mnjm M mis holds an examination on hisj,t uly torn, and givi s 
them pn spnts 1 n piofuuni v t # 

XVII.—A \?coinatioii is fiitucly unknown, and l fi it if will be difficult to 

intiodme it, owing to the hi fit f tbit unall-}>ox 
\aceinatii'1 isaMouige sent b\ the 11 diV^ Pavt* It is diffi¬ 

cult to make them tmdcibtand how it ran U pic v mted by the; lemedtefe of 
Etuopefcns. • 

XVIII —The prevalent disease* ate ft vo, and di»uidei of the spleen, both 

Diseases 1 * an ' } rn ravutf d kii d, and, d caught by Fiuopana, 

the formei is genet dlv fttai to tin in, 1 othmtwe 
dings to them foi a long time 
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Children and Court. 


Tribute. 


Revenues. 


WUSAwi OF CHIKLEE. 

* 

j.—Ham Sjng Wusawa is son of the deposed 
of Chief! T t ^’ ftU<1 ^ Kooer Wusawa, and is entitled a Mehwasee, and 
t * f aged about twenty-three years. 

II. —His place of residence is Chiklee, within the Chiklee Suwusthan, c a • 

♦ *. .. village composed of about one hundred and eighty *■ 

huts, inhabited by Bheeis. 

III. —Ham Sing Wusawa, though married, has as yet no issue, and bis 

nearest male relatives are his cousin Kaja Wusawa 
(head of the Nundoorbar Mehwasee Police), the son 

of Chdwur Wusawa, about thirty-five years of age, and Sonjee Wusawa, the 
son of Futtia Wusawa, who is about,eighteen years of age. 

JV.—This family’s position^ determined by the Honorable Court’s des¬ 
patch No. 34 of 1852, dated the 10th November, to 
be nominally and ceremonially a feudatory of Uaj- 
pecpla, but treated with by the British Government as an independent Chief. 

V. —The annual revenue of the estate is Bs. 127-14-0, and receives a 

monthly Koontcc allowance from the British Govern¬ 
ment of lls. 250, lls, 50 ol - hich is retained to form a 

fund for the subsistence of Kooer Wuaawaj when released from the Dhooiia 
Jail. r 

VI. —The Chiklee Suwusthan is bounded on the north by Gowhalce; on the 

south by the Tapte^; on the cast by tin* Kookur- 
mootida Purguna; and on the west by Sagbarra. As 

this Suw 4 ustlvan has not been surveyed, I have no means of stating its esti¬ 
mated area. 

VII. —The soil in the immediate vicinity of the Taptce is good. The 

• Suwusthan is, however, overrun wij.h jungle, which 
,So11, the scantiness of its population is scarcely able 

keep from increasing. Irrigation does not exist. 

• VIII.—The industry of its inhabitants is confined to the rude cultivation of 

naglee, burtce, bajree, and jowaree, which grains 
they consume as food ; and the collection of moho 
ljpwers, wax, honey, and rharoolee nuts. 

IX.-r-There are no means of communication by water ; and the approaches 

to ami through Chiklee are by two rough unmade 
Routes, &c. ^ • b ea t en t.n\eks, formerly used for carts, one running 

from the neighbourhood of Kookurmoonda to the village .of Singree, one mile 
short of Chiklee, arid the other from Kookurmoonda, through Chiklee, to Gow- 
italec and Sagbarra. • 

X.—I have no means of stating the average range . 
Climate. of tire thermometer. The general climate is extreme¬ 

ly bad, being visitable by Europeans only in May, 


Boundaries. 


Resources. 
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lao 


Rain.* 


, XI, —Nor have*! the power to state the average 
fall of rain. 

PoDtiktion , XII.—The, population#in 1854 was about males 

Sfo3, females 038, total 701 souls, 

XIIT.—The religiq^j|is Hindoo, and the language is a mixture of 
, , ' duzorathee, MuAthee, and Hindustani, and may be 

Sc;£,° e ” 8 ' «»»mA Bh«M. The tiihep i,U.abitin K Child,.,/ 

the^Vnsawa, (lawcet, Wnlvee, and Parvee Bheels. 
XIV.—Civil and criminal justice is administered by the Political Agent 
. , . . . ,. . according to the rules passed bv (lovcrmuent, and 

• published *iu the (tovermupit O nzrtte d^ted 23rtl 
Alarcl) 1854 , pages 438 to 444 . * 

Punishment for Crime. X V.---Crime.]s punished in aecorditncc with th<fc 

spirit of the Uegulatmns. 

XVI.— The Bherl children a ho desire to be educated are instructed at the 

Bheel school at Kookuruioonda, where they receive 
subsistence money at Bs. 1-8-0 each per mensem. 

XVJf.—1 have no means of stating whether any 
progress in vaooinution has been made. 

XVIII,—The prevalent diseases* are small-pox, 

> fever, jungle lever, mid cholera. 


Education. 

Vaccination. 

Disease?. 


It AN A OF BOODAVVTL/" 

I.—Ounputsing, the late liana of Boodnuul, having died without heirs. 
Name, Title, and Age of there is now no heir to this ^iiuusthmi, Government 
Ohi<*f. not having yet determined whether thut estate, is io 

lapse to it, or whether it is to lie conferred on the sous of Baesing, a distant 
connexion ot‘ the late Bana. 

II. —The usual place of residence ot the Jute Buna 

was Boodawnb ** 

III. —Th< late Bana left ny legitimate ismu*. 


Residence. 


Children and Court. 


There is no Court. 


IV.—Boodawul seems to have; been originally indcjwnde.nt, hut latterly 

tributary to the Peslnva; but having'"been found in 
1 h!huc. a s taie of independence, it was treated with by 

Captain Briggs, in 1H18, as an independent. Stale, having tributary to it Kdti, 
Singpoor, and Nab - 

*V.—The annual revenue of the estate is 
Revenues. Rs 


• The Estates of the Chiefs of Cliiklec, Roodamil, (tmvlisd*.-?, Kan, Smjrpior. Nid. aud Putuv 
were exempted from the Hegulatioiu? by Act XI. of tS 1*7. 
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VI. —Iloodawul is situated in thl Sooltanpoor Talooka, between the Taptee 

Boundaries &&d the Satpoora, by which mountain it is bounded 

or* the north; pn the south and east by the Kookifr- 
moonda Purguna ;*and on the west by the States of Singpoor and KaL It 
has ndver been surveyed, and I am therefore unable its area. 

VII. —That part of the soil wbieWhas been cleared or jungle is of a middling 

description. Irrigation does not exist, and the estate' 
ao “’ for the most part is covtfred with a stunted jungle, 

VIII. -—Thu industry of the people is confined to the cultivation of the 

grains consumed bv 11 heels, and to the collection of 

« • Itcwiirccs. I rt ," . a 

i *noho flowers, wax, honey, &e. » 

IX. —Bnoduwul is approached from Tn!! od a v from which it is distant four 

. . miles; as also from Kookurmoonda. The roads arc 

practicable for carts. Thero^s no water communication. 

X. “I have no means of stating the average range of thermometer; the 

climate is similar to that of the Sunllanpoor Ta- 
looka, fever abounding after the rains. 

Rain. -VI.—I have no menus of stating the fail of rain. 

XII.—The population o'Tlooda^ul consists-of 40*2 
Population. jnales and -IIS females, to* <1910 souls ; distributed in 

fourteen villages. 

XIII. —The reli gion of the inhabit;’nts is Hindoo ; language Ilheol ; the* 
Religion, Language, Tribes, inhabitants an.* iliu els of the Purree, Gawect, aud 

and Castes. Wulvce tribes. 

XIV, —As in other Bhe.'*! ATchwa-co States, civil and criminal justice is 

r , administered bv the Political A^eut, under the rules 

Administration of Justice. , . ., 

pa&sijo l>v ’ oo crumciu, 

Puai.bu.ent for Cuu,-. X ilre . I"" 1 '' 1 "'' 1 u ' Tul l liim >• " 

the spirit of tin* Ifcgulatjons. 

XVI.—livery indueement is offered to persuade parents to send their 

children to the Bheel school at Kookurmoonda, and the 
Government support, the children while there, by al¬ 
lowing them tbs. 1-S-Oeach per mensem for subsistence, during their attendance 
at the school. Pnrdhts do not. however, often avail themselves of these terms. 

XV11.— l have no means of stating whether any 
' ilccinnt ‘°W* progress in vaccination has been made. 

Disease*. XVII1.—The prevalent diseases are fever, small¬ 

pox. jungle fever, and cholera. 


Population. 


Administration of Justioo. 


Punishment for Crum*. 


Vaccination*. 


Disease*. 


THE GOWHALEEKUH. 

* 1 * , • 

Name, Title, and Ape ' F*—Katia wutud Nana Wulvee, Mehwasee of 
of Chief. "* Tfowhulce, about fourteen years of age. : . 
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Revenues. 


Boundaries. 


1.1,—His village, anti the place ofthis family's residence, if 'Jtaising- 

Residencc. P 00r » ■* >ot as » a student at the Bhe,el school at 

Kooknrmoroyln, he now icsides there, . : ; 

III. — -Dowjee Wulvee, the unde, of this Chief,is his nearest male peltt- 

NWM Relatives. * ** “ d . .** f MA ><* «•* 

manages ms tdnurs. 

_ IV.-r-Thc Wulvee (chieftain is a feudatory of the 

Tribute* n | | i * 

British Government. 

V. —I have no means vf dating its minimi revenue, as the Chief has no, 

account^ and receives no money payments, hut is 
*w.»„n.*,s. paid hi kind. IN. J,000 Bnbnsye are annually 

received by him from the Guekvvnr, ns also a. Koontac allowance of IN, 000 
from the British (invcrmucul: mid it is^upposed he realizes Its. . r >00 a year 
from people who procure teak wood from the jungles of his estate. 

VI. —The Suwusllian of (.umhalee is hmflided on llie north by the Kali and 
Boundaries * Bajpeepht territories ; on the south by Chikiee : on tins 

east, by tin Kookumiooitda I’urgumi; and on the 
west by tSagbami. The •■slat.' has not been surveyed, and therefore 1 am un* # 
able l.o state its estimated area. . 

VII. —The soil is stony, anil ^he country is composed *ol' a number of 

,. .. * irregular hills, aiiuost cntiidv covered with thick 

•Soil. - . . 

Ii.mtfj ami tminer jungle. 

VIII. —The industry of the inhabitants is'couiinod to the cutting of timber, 

,, which is sold at Tnlloda, mid the cultivation of 

Resources. ... , , ... 

native, luint.ee, tiajrce, jowuivc, and the collection ol 

moho flowers, wax. and Icncx. t 

IX. —(lowlutlee is ajiproachcd from t 'hikkv and IMul; its distance! fnnn 

(.'liiktcr is r»e\cn kos, from N:d .six kos. The 
Routes Ac. ro.ul is piadicable for calls. There is no water 

communication. # 

X. —Theviimate in tin re dense jungles is most insalubrious, and no ‘ tranper 

j. ^ * can reside in it very loop, owing to the malaria, uvl 

. nowholesotueness its water. I have no means of 
, > • 
stating the average range of the rh< imouieh r. ^ 

% „ . XL —Nor have l the power to‘■tale the u.vcrn&e 

Rm». , cur 

* tall.ol ram. 

XII.—The population is estimated at about 70 
Population. males and 7>J females, total Tib soul*; distributed hi 

fourteen villages. 

; Religion,Lraguagc, TriJje, . X 111.-The rcli>» is IH *>\ the Innsuageimd 

ami Caste. population Uhcel. * 

XIV.—Civil and criminal justice is adroinis*- 
Administration of Justice, tcred according to the* rules passed by Goverti- 
* merit. 


Resources. 


Climate. 
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Punishment for Crime. 


Education. 


'Diseases., 


XV.—Punishment is awarded in accordance with 
the spirit of the Regulations. 

<X V I.—There is ho educational establishment. 

XVIH.—The most prevalent diseases are small¬ 
pox, fever, jungle fever, cholera, and malaria, &c. 


THE KATIKffll. 

„ . . , e 1.—Domed wulud Luxumon Parvee, Mehwaseo 

Name, Tijlcj and Age of ‘ 

diief. ' ,oi Rati, is iitxmt forty years of age. 

II.—His f place of residence is Kali,,within the 

Residence. Sutpouras. 

111.— His sou, Rootoo Panoe, is the principal person connected with 

him, and is about twenty years of age. There is 

Children and Relatives. |V) f ! our t, 

IV.—This (Tiiet* was formerly a tributary uf Bood- 
* Tribute. }UUl l, lo w hieh he pays a \curly Nuzuvuna of Rs. -V2- 

V „ 1 have no means of exactly stating the amm revenue, for its Chief has 

no accounts ; hut tin* stmo .at was ascertained in 1S49 
Revenues. | )y Jrit'uteniuir Rigby, thou Western Blieel Agent, 

to he about, six or seven thousand rupees per annum. It had then been 
mortgaged to a Soukar of Nandod, but is not now so. Us. 450 are yearly 
puitl to it by the British (JovcmmeiU as a Koontee allowance. 

' vi _The Suwust|ian of Kali is bounded on the north by the Oodeypom 

State; on the south by the Suwusthan> of Sing poor 
RoundavicH. an j (’hiklee ; uii tin- east bv tlie Akranee, Pu’rguna ; 

and on the, west by the. State of Uajpeeplu ami that of Gow haler. I have no 
means of estimating its area. 

VI f,_The soil in the villages between the ridges of hills is good. There is 

* no irrigation, and the Stafe consists "of a succession 

s<nl - of narrow valleys separated by jidges of lofty, irregu¬ 

lar lulls, covered wi*V. thick jungle. 

* VI11.—The industry of its population is confined * 

Resource 1 *. entirely to the rude cultivation of tl. s * grains they . 

* consume for food. 

IX_Kati.is approached from the Kookurmoondu Purguna by tl»e Imlee- 

baree Pass, dl stunt from Kooktirmoonda four kos. 
Routes, &c. I the foot of w hich there is a cart-road. From the 

■* t » 

bottom of the 1 Imleebarec Pass to Beer seven kos, from which Kati is jseven 
kos; this road can alone*l>e travelled by bullocks, horsesy & e -? and from 
Dhurgauin, iti the Akranee Purguna, which road is also practicable for 
bullocks, &c. * 
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X.—I havjp no means of affording any iijformatiou regarding itsclimate, save 

that it is so unhealthy that Europeans, cannot visit 
it till the cgd of April *>r tiro beginning of“ May, 
owing to its thick jungle. * 

^*‘ n « XI.—1 am also unable to state its annual fulfof rain, 

XII.—Its estimated population is not more than 
1,000 or 1,200 souls. 

XIII.—The religion of Jho inhabitants is Hindoo; their lunguago that 

used by the Bheels which belong to the Mutwaria, ‘ 
^amlCnsi'c^ riljL> l*o\vra, Wuralee, and Parveo tribes; together with a 

few descendants from Musulnmns, and Bkee|^, who, 
during the fever season, after the rains, generally live at Nundoorhar.* 

XIV.—Civil* ami •criminal justice is administer- 
Administration of Justice. ed bv the Political Agent, according to the rules 

passed by <iowrument. 

„ , . XV.— Punishment for criminal ollenetis is awarded * 

Punishment for t rune. . ■ , , , . 

m accordance with the spirit ol the uegulutions. 
Kduemion. X\ [.--‘-Then* is no educathmnl establishment. 

XVU.—.Wither is there ufly regular vaeeinating establishment which 
, visits these pin ts. Tile Western Bheel Agent, when 
visitiny Kati, introduces vaccination as much an 
lie is aide to <f<>. 

X N 111.—'flu* prevailing diseases are small-pox, 
fever, jungle fever, and eholeia. 


Vaccinia uni. 


Oimmiscs. 


mi: sincpooukuc 

I.—The Chief of Singpoor is named Bliikna wn- 
Name, Title, and Ajrc of j, u i |i a j| a pyriee, and is style*! a Mehwu,sec. He is 

about sixty years ot age. 

Residence. * II,—11 is plaee of residence is Singpoor. 

III.—The principal person connected with this Chief is his, son (ioorrlht 

Pnrvcc, vvlio is about, twenty ye.rfs of age, and also lor 
Children and Relative*. several years was it scholar in the Blu'd .hcIkk.iI of 
* Kookurmoonda. 

LY\—-This Chief is a tributary of Boodavvul, to 
which State he pays n yeaily Nazi if ana of Hs. 10. 

V. —The revenue varies from Us. 100 to Its. M0 a year. This Chief 

has no accounts, and receives a Koontee allowance 

' em,e8 ' ofRs. 100. 

VI. —The Singpoor Suvvusthan is hounded on the north by the. Sutpooras; 

Boundaries ° n ^ ,c How ^ J the Kookurmoonda Purgnna; on 

the east by Nal;. and on the west by Boodawul, 


Tribute. 
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This estate has not been surveyed,fand I am therefore unable f , to state its 
estimated area. * 

Vlf.—The soil is good, but little cultivated, save in the immediate vicinity 

' df the villages. There is no irrigation, and the 

«• ' % country is flat, and entirely covered with jungle. 

VIIl.—The industry of the inhabitants is confined to the cultivation 

of the grain they eat, and the collection of moho 
Resources. .. , . , 

flowers, yvux, &<’. 

| X.—Sii»» 5 |n>or is approached from TVal and Ivookurmoonda. From fhe 


latter it is distant six kos, and from Mai eight kos. 

_ . . * . — 4 . " 


(’lunate. 


Population. 


Routes, &e. The roads are practicable for carts. There is no 

‘ water conmiunh-ation. 

X.—I am,.unable to state the average range of the 
Climate. thermometer; the climate is unhealthy, front its 

jungle. 

X I. —I am also unable to state the average annual 
^" U1, fall of rain. * 

XII.—The population is estimated at lb nudes and 
° ,MI '' ’ 0n ’ l(J females, tuta! U'2 souls : distributed in three villages. 

Religion. l.iiHjjtuigo,Tribe, XIII.-- The rt'lijgit ju is itldoo; tile, language ol 
iirnl ( ic-te. the iulialiitanls is Jibed. 

XIV. —fhvii ami criminal justice is administered 

.. . . - , . by the Political Agent, according to the rides 

passed l>y (government. 

XV. —Crime is puni-hed in aceordanec with the 

Punishment for (.’rime. ... .... ,, ... 

( , spirit ol the licguluturns, « 

X\T.—-None of the children on the estate attend 

Education. oi l i ii 

tin* IvooKurmoomla sihool. 

XVIJ.—NVheu the Western Hliool Agent visits 

» «... n-ioi.ii. these parts, he endeavours to introduce vaccination 

amongst its population. 

XVIII.—The prevalent diseases arc small-pox, 
* 5 ' (ever, jungle fever, cholera, Ac. 


Punishment for (.'rime. 


Education. 


Viicn nation. 


IbsCUSt's, 


IV A L. 

Name, Title, nml .W of !•—The Chief of Mai is Kanid Parvee, styled a 

(■hivf. " Mehwasee, and is about thirty years of age. 

Resilience U- —Uis usual {hue of residence is Mai, in the 

Mai Suwusthan. 

Cbihlrcu HI.-—lie has a son, named Phuljee Parvee, about 

five years old. There is no Court- 

Tribute ^ is a tributary of Boodawul, and pays that 

Staten yearly Nuzurauaof Ils. 10. 


Chihlrtm. 


Tribute. 
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IDS 


Re\cnw i 


V —The aiimnl levenue amount* to about Ut>, 20 


Bound £ t s 


oi Its 2 >, with <1 koontee allow ante of It*. 200 . 

V I.—Ivul is hounded on the ninth and Mnyth by the Kookwrtnooiula 

i’uiumu*, on iht cast and west by the l^tataa of 
(low hake und Boodawul, and umlauts two n habit- 
el and foui nnmhuhited Milages 

C* * 

\ r M —Tlu soil" i» middling rime is no intuition, and,*o\tept in the 
^ j mumduti Mumti of villains, the estate lsiovoieft 

with |unje 

Vlll —Tin uuhstiv of tin people is confined 
to tlu mhivation of the Mini they tynsmne as 

*' fM>(l 

I\ -!S,d isappioulud ft >m 1!« >d \ a l and (iomIhIu h\ in uls whnli tin 
^ t ^ * hi tnulltd liv*<uil- I loin knokimuiionda it is 

uHmttwi uni and tiom <*o\hikt fouitti n miles 
Hint is no a ito con mi mm tli n 

\ llieilnuiti i* Id i thif <>l i 1 11n pith Mihwin Natl'-, unlualt It), 

hom its po ill m in tlu unlit oljuuulis 1 luw no 
in* ms 11 *t itin (hi iu j i,i i uiw.1 of iii< (In niioim fi i 
\1 %n liu< I f*i |i \iu lo *d iti tin nviiaj,i 
f (*l i! i mi 

\ 11 I In p >j i i >n 1 1 \al f«>iisi (s of # about 

till! 1 \ s l I 


IUsomiis 


4 lun it 
Hun 

1* >| ul it >» 


tig ».. t ll Ml l/< l 111 l 

ll ( I 

\ ill I 1 ll 'll tl( 

I’m i li 11 t l 
1 *i < t >n 

\\ 11 ~\U n tl< 

\ am nut < u 
D si in V 


\lljJ lie i h i t is Hindi i , the linmuiae 
, 1 • ii 1 \ fin j i pl< Mlu il >1 ul i |i < Hi flu \ ate 
\1\ 4 iul ti I i mini il pt fm i xliMUii'ti i< d 

In flu I* u» il u* u 11 idiiu 1 i tuli s 

V Mum him uf i iu mini man ml mo with 

tli j i if oi 11n !«( li| itloli- 

\\J IJi I I d 1) 011 flu < fi(< < III tiffiml flu 

Mil I I h ml if h I til ino »I 1 (I i 1 Ilf till ) do not do so 

Nil III Hill l 1 \ l lit ll its til IK I, IlllOlllliOOll^ll 

tnd mini <> .iii'm d ii i \ ii t in if ion % amount its 
o ul ilnm . 

'Vlll T h put di nf di u is .in ft vi i, jynulc 

It w i, m dl~pi>\, and i lioiiu 


\ 


in LI V IMIiV I I. 


* 

Name, Title, and A *e of 
Chief. 


Hi wden cc 


1—Qmmiwulud Ktjt I\nv< <, *t)I< 1 a Mehwasee, 
i" about thutv yi us ot a i * 

Il —Hih usual pla< id iistdtnii in(»ui AV r deree, 
in the lioodawui '■'uwustlnui 
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iU.—The piiwipai ppHon*conn<H*te<\ with him is 
Ditia Parvee, about twenty-two years of u^e. 

IV.—Tins Chief was/oinieily depend nt on Boodawul, but is now mdepend- 

J*. cut His # state has *or seveial > ears been desu tod , 

• , he is now t?vm<i to indue < people to inhabit it* lam 

unable to afford any inhumation on the otliei pi nuts • 

Y T I —Tht <statc is bounded bj Nul, > me poor, and 
Boodawul, is vtiy small', and quite unpioductne. 


Hclativrv 


Boutulttius 


ijst or w>rn>, appro \< iw*^, \\i> mtan^ or <o.\iMr\r- 
c muon by h\\i>, I’S 'i ii h i) wo c or vnn 

l Th< dtbiattus <u< rot Haasand, hut i/nin hi/ r/nins ] 


Mile* 


l>\\« (lUiUI 

Ft on! the .A 07 1 ft 


Son^rhiu— 

Mil x 

Ruppmhund. 

Bmdiipata . .. 

. 1 l 

> 

• • *- 

( r.ll \( l ( ................ 

..11 

• 

• 

Ftom (he S oath 


YfUsit oi Ruhun (diat — 


Ibmioih . 

.. I» 

tin ,i................... 

.. 1 

|pa,a . 

. • 1) 

(uinu .... 

.. 1 

Kb uuata (Unit, 2nd Houle—*- 


Mali ilonn.* 

) 


» 

Clnhh o . 

. . I) 

Game . 

.. 11 

Ftom thi Last c 


Rss (lhat— 

* 



.. 2 


Ow epaia 5 


Ijhond .. J 

(nm i .. I> 

Bab liu (ilut 2nd lion to— 

( hjn< hl< t .?. J 

Din’ ilw \n 1 .. 4 

Oho all .. . ...... 1 

(Oil ui . t> 


Finn) tin Ihs^ 

full dpooi — 


Vmsam . 1 2 

Moho.. 18 

Wallou . 14 

Tohmwa .. 10 

Kupputbund. 6 

Bui deep u a . 2 

Gum . 14 

Julia]pool, 2nd Route— 

jNou saree . 12 

Moho . *.• 18 

Wftlwaia ...• * 10 

Antapooi .. 14 

Kakuida 8 
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Chikulda .. 10 

Masolec ........ 2 

Garvce ... .....* 8 

Bulsar Coast. 3rd Route— 

• $ m -y 

Atrapeer...10 

Kosunnawul. 18 

Khurjaie .*... 8 

Zurreo .. 4 


Bulsar Coast, 2nd Route- 

Atnipc^r. 10 

Kosunnawul ^. 18 

Klmrjaic....*.. 8 

Zurive .. 4 

Pimprocs. 8 

•Suttee. 0 


Wassuorna. 


Pimpree... 8 

Gobroo .. (5 

Gatv'oe . 0 

Dako Wassoorna. 


From the North. 


Barklml- 


Was-oorna. 3 1 


J)anu Amam.l'k* 
Front (he North. 

• * 

Gam*!'— 

Chuukhul . 

Await. 

Burk Iml. 

From the Smith. 


From the South. 

% 

Munkhud Bum*— * 

Khootvehr.... JO 

Wassoorna . 0 

Rewuldurec, 2nd Rnute— 

Babkl.ul.". 4 


Wassoorna.. •. 0 i 

i 

Satlibabhdi Glut!, 3rd Route— ! 

Shroebowttn 12 . 

Goomdit. 4 | 

Wassoorna. 0 ! 


From the. Fust,. 


Chip Ghat— 
Malgaum 


Wassoorna. 




Front the lit’st. | 

Bulsar Coast— 

Atrapecr . 10 

Wasda . 18 

K ham la. 8 

Kumbha* .. 8 

Wassoorna.......... i.... • 8 


\Va«snnnia-- • 

’ Burkhul. 3 

* From the heist. 

! Amallee Gluit -- 

Kamode.. 4 

Gltdkoo] .............. *... 0 

j Veer Antba . 2 

j Borkluil. 4 

’ Ifarliiin Ghat, 2nd Route ■— 

i T nihliroon Vara . 2 

i lioilJml. J2 

j . From the ii>V- 

! Bubar Coast—* 

A 3 itpf‘t:r . 10 

j Kosunnawul .. 18 

1 Cliooiiijvvarce ....•••••»«••» 8 

| Koet.l. 4 

j 1 Burkhul 8 


Bulsar Coast, 2nd Itmile— 

A tracer.^.10 

Kosunnawul .............. 18 

Khurjaie.... 8 
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Zurree.. 

Pimpree. ...t- 

Midchoond.... 

Hoi^kiiul..'.. 


Mil4 
. 4 
. G 
. 6 
. G 


I>AN« DllERHOWTEK. 


From the Fust. 

Oarvee—« M: ;-, 

Gobroe. 0 

Kulhumdahar . 2 

Pirtipree .*.. *4 


From the North. 

M ulunideo— 

Seemid . 6 

Kuijiiuka Mai . 2 

Savviirkhul.. 2 

Dherbowlee .,. 4 r 


From the South. 

(inrvrft— 

Pufvebr. 

Ku^sar .. 

l))U‘lb(iWt,0(‘ . 

From the Fust. 
(dial Zukraie— 

Khan ile. 

J luldonduhar. 

Dherbowlee . 


I 

I 



4 

4 

4 


From the If eat. I 

.fallal poor— ; 

Now mi ree... 12 I 


Moho . IN 

Wallode. 11 

Mdm vehr ,. 14 

* *>ahdhur . G 

Kudmal.. 1 G 

Dherbow tee .. 4 


Dang Pimrrek. 
From the North. 
Khatul Masolet 1 of Guivec— 


Jf'odmal... 2 j 

Dluuuloneh .. 4 

Pimpreo ‘. 4 ' 

From the South. 

t 

Wassooma— 

Pimpreo..;.......... S 


‘ From the IfW. 

C 

lbdsar Coast— 

A trapeer . 

Khmjaie ... 

Zarrce . 

Pimprcc. 

Dang Owen ah. 

From the North. 

Dlierbowtee— 

Pimpla Davce . 

Ouch. 

From the South. 

Sarneh-- 

Pandwah ... 

Mo«ira . 

Owehar. 


From the Fust. 
Pahoolaa Chat - 

1larpava . 

Owe liar.. 


From the UmI. 

Oarvee— 

Dhoodeh .. 

M intjar Glioree. 

Owehar ... 


Dang Ciiinchi.ee. 
From the North. 

Zurree— 

Garkburee............ 

Kudmall... 


IG 

1H 

4 

R 


4 


4 

4 


1 


2 

4 


CC {N 
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('hincblee .. 

From the South. 
Sullair Hill, no Route. 

From the East. 


Miles. 




Paboolna Ghat, or WaghtUfiibeaeha 
Ghat— 

Chinchlee. 1 


* From the WV.«7. 

Garveo— 

Malpara...... 

M ogra .. 

Gudul .*..., 

Chinchlee. 

Sarnoh, 2nd Route— 
Gudut ............ 

Chiuchlee ... 


Milo*. 

. -4 


I 


1 


LIST OF ROUTES, APPROACHES, AM) MEANS OF COMMUNI¬ 
CATION HY LAND, JN’SOOHGANA. 

I The distances are not measured, hut yiren by yucss. ] 


From the Xor/h. 


Wassoornn — 


Mil,-, 


Ohiklee. 

Goondolml .. .*. 

Nurruk (’bond. 

Manmuoree . 

Soolgana . 

From the South, 
Pen ill, 1st Route— 

MiinkhiKi . 

Oiuurda. 

Manner . 

Mallow an. 

Soolgana . 

I)indorei*, 2nd Route— 

Pdiunwud .. 

Pathurdee. 

Koonbhmthapara .. 

Jiheetgiir . 

Moujc Blieevul . 

Mouje A inudgaon...... 

Mouje Mulgowun. 

Soolgana ... 

From the East. 
Flutgur, 1st Route — 
Nagshcwree .. 


o 

■w 

tj 

4 

o 

*) 



'in 

-i 

o 

! 

1 

2 

) 

Am' 

o 


4 


f 

11 attee ... 

Soolgana .. 

AMioona, 2nd Route - - 

llliiigordot*. 

< ’hiinkupoor.. 

Des^aam . 

Lingannia. 

! iorrgUllin .. 

('heeraie . 

Doubled.. . , 

Soolgana . 

From the West. 


Miles. 

*> 

• «#• 

o 


I 

I 


1 

4 

A 


li.m-ida, 1st Route— 

Maiiknouu .. .. ••*••••#s^, S 

Veevvur .. I 

Goohce Japum Para. 4 

Wangun. (i 

Omar!han ................ 2 

Katleepnra.... 2 

Kot oi 1 1, -1 1 2 

Anihhatsi . 2 

Sooleaiia . 6 

r' « 

Dliururnjioor, 2nd Rduto — 


Piinjailpara . 22 

Ml/yes Khuruch .. ft 

Soolgana . 12 





















































HISTORICAL SKETCH' 


<n im: 


UIIEEL TBIBES INHABITING THE NIOVINCK 

OF K 11 A-N D 1 AS 1 I; 


ACUIMI-VM 1 D n\ 


i>o\\\ to Tin: u:\n isn. of tub ruivaPLUs of tub 
< o\( n i rroin i im: or po^ica nmiic ij h vs hfijn ousum F.i) 
low viiDsTiii ui nr: ihihls, m tin: boaili\v oovbunaikjst, 
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I hi; M i i i ll n u 'uni IviiMiu, 
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Wi'lil CONTIM'ATION, 

11> im mi m ,it im m i ii n « j »■>! >ii mi ti nt inis, 
IJ Y ( M’TAl.N .1. IK) Si:, 

i It imi i i oi i in Hii '*1 i, 


M i ONI) IN (U\n IM) ,AMI M 11 (, foVMVMMM OP I"' K’l t' BlII^L < OllI‘i, It' 
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BHEEL TRIBES OF KHANDE8H. 


PART I. 


THE BHEELS OF KIIANDESH, UNTIL THE COMMENCEMENT 
OF THE AMELIORATION SYSTEM, IN 1825. 


The Province of Khandesh is an extensive, fertde, awl well-watered plain, 
of about thirteen thousand square miles in extent,; >d interspersed with ranges 
oflow barren hills, at the base of which run numerous rivers and rivulets, flow¬ 
ing from the table-land into the river .Taptee. (A map of the pnoincc is ap¬ 
pended.) This province is nearly surrounded by broad chain* of mountains, 
whose sides arc clothed in noxious vegetation, where, for many months of the 
vear, none but the hardy denizen of the hill can exist, and where, secure in 
the. unwholesome fastnesses of these more elevated region*, tile cateran could 
undisturbedly collect bis wild force, and burst from the bosom of the mist upon 
the unsuspecting prey on the plain. 

The tabular trap bills of the Satpooras, which form the northern boundary of 
the province, are separated from each other by ravines of \ ast magnitude, and 
are covered with splendid forests, which afford, amidst the most romantic 
sceuvy, unbounded shelter to the outlaw. < hi the west, the great Sukhein 
Range rises steep and stony : these (Jhats, however, are not broken, but sus¬ 
tain tangled masses of bamboo, which is found nowhere else in greater luxuri¬ 
ance* or more difficult of access ; whilst the continuous ranges of Chandore, 
Satmullu, and Ajunta, hound the province to the south, and the thick Babool 
,»"iigle which shrouds their thousand dark dells presents equal difficulties to 
the pursuit. * ** the offender, as do the low sterile hillocks which to the east¬ 
ward separate Khandcsh from the rich plains of Berar. 

The roads, also, \mtil a f late period, were ill-appointed, and deficient in every¬ 
thing but discomfort and danger: few and far between were the miserable 
hamlets, and the passes through the mountains were rugged and impractic¬ 
able as their fierce possessors. The decline of this rich province, from 
the flourishing condition which it had obtained under its Mahoraedan masters, 
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is to be date A from the year 1802, when it was ravaged by llolkar’s army. 
This blow was followed by a famine in 1803, and its ruin was subsequently 
consummated by the rapacity and njisgovemmejrt of the Peshwa’s officers. > 
The Bhcels, who had hcrctoforeunixed with the other inhabitants, and had, as 
village watchmen, been the great instruments of police througluwit Klumdcsh, " 
being now reduced to a state # of starving desperation, withdrew to the sur¬ 
rounding mountains. The Pindurees meanwhile annually ravaged the open 
country, while various iusmjronts plundered at the head of bodies of horse; 
and parties of Arabs, establishing themselves in the numerous fastnesses and 
forts, lai<l all the neighbourhood under heavy contribution. The expulsion of 
the Arabs was a natural consequent 1 !* of the war, and the bodies oPplunderiiig 
horsemen wore unable to keep the field; but, the sHtlemcnt <»f the* Bheels 
proved to bean undertaking of nmeh grantor difficulty. 

From remote ages, the Bheels have been recognised as a distinct people; 
and in a Sanscrit Vocabulary about, seven hundred years old, the term u Bhoel” 
is used to denote a peculiar race of barbarians, subsisting chiefly on plunder,* 
and found more particularly on the mountainous tract along the Nerbudda. 
Still eailier mention of this race is made in the celebrated Hindoo Poem of 
the iftalr.ibluir.tf, where the. Bheels are minutely described, and a long and 
fabulous account i> there given ol’.lhcir origin ; but ulthouglw frequently noticed 
in the Maliojnedan•histories of Malwa and (iuxerut as a powerful nation, in¬ 
habiting the mountains and forests of jVleywar and Oodeypoor, having inde¬ 
pendent Chiefs and Rajas, and holding their own (aunts und Durbars, yet 
the most ancient, records of Khuudcsh merely allude to the residence of the 
tribe in small numbers on the northern boundary of the province, which may, 
indeed, be considered as a spur from the vast mountainous tract, thei^possessed 
lly the nation. 

T1 ie Bheels being diiven by other tribes from Meyvvar and Jodhpoor, set¬ 
tled amongst tin; rocky ranges of the Satpnom, the Vimlhya, and the Satmulla, 
and amidst the woody banks of the Main e, the Nerbudda, and the Tuplee, 
where, protected bv the strong nature of 1 he country r they have since dwelt, 
subsisting partly on their own industry, hut more generally on the plunder of 
the rich landholders in their viciui\y; considering depredation on the inhabitants 
of the plain as a sort of privilege, and a tax upon all pyrsons passing through 
the country of their occupation as a national right. , 

The bulk of the Blieel population in Khande.sh, which is estimated at one- ‘ 
eighth of the entire inhabitants of the province, is chiefly settled in Baglunj^d 
to the north ami north-west, where they in general reside poaeu*bly as Patels, 
cultivators, and proprietors of the soil. In this portion of the province they 
are not so degraded, because they are not so completely fleslitute. of all those 


claims that usually command consideration : they are not so exposed to want, 
nor so inured to hardships, and, therefore, neither so reckless of their own nor 
the lives of others; ami possessing landed projrrfy, obligations as proprietors 
are imposed. The respect of others ncees-arily induces a certain degree of 
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self-respect; and in proportion as there essentials are present or absent flic Bheels 
are more or less civilized, and inclined to live in peace and quietness. The 
most restless and troublesome are those,dwelling immediately at the foot and 
amidst the recesses of the surrounding ranges; who, at different periods, have 
either usurped or have been entrusted with all the passes leading into the 
country, and till lately have held charge of ipany of the most important 
fortresses in the plains. 

The Natives of the plain, in appearance, are scarcely to be distinguished 
from the other classes of society, though differing widely in character: expo¬ 
sure, fatigue, and poverty have left their accustomed marks on the diminutive 
figure and f the deep-lined countenance of Lite hardy denizen of the hill; but all 
are patient under privatioh, and able to endure great bodily fatigue. Reckless 
of life, active and intelligent, the race L\ peculiarly adapted for the daring foray 
aud the night attack. Their habits and ideas, however, are totally opposed 
to agricidtural labour; the motives which lead to the gradual accumulation of. 
•property are faint and insufficient; and honest mechanical craft is despised 
with the most thorough contempt. 

Few of the notorious Naiks, who for so many years kept the country in 
such a state of ferment, and whose will was so implicitly and ruthlessly 
obeyed, could produce any proof of the antiquity of * ,eir authority. Under a 
weak administration, adventitious circumstance and personal adventure raised 
the daring robber to the powerful Chief, who, on his death-bed, bad little to 
bequeath to his children except his hardy band of followers, and the same 
wide expanse of plain to be sacked, upon which he had himself subsisted 
during his lifetime; and it. mainly depended upon the abilities of his successor 
whether pr not, as u fortunate leader, he could preserve the' services aud 
affections of his clan. 

Their most, ancient recorded deeds refer only to the time of the Emperor 
Aurungzobe, when many of tin* leading men, being seized after a long struggle, 
were released oil their professing the Mahomcdan faith, and their usurped au¬ 
thority over the districts was partially recognised, on the condition of the protec¬ 
tion of.the passes aud fortresses, and the superintendence of the village J aglas; 
but the greater portion relapsed into idolatry under the Muratha Government, 
and e\ cry fresh change and commotion proved the signal for encamping 
among the mountains, where, joined by their own adherents, and other vagrant 
adventurers, they plundered far and near. v 

r Their hivelike habitations formerly crested the top of each isolated hill, 
where approach from every side was easily defended or immediately discover¬ 
ed, and these hovels, not reared for permanent occupation, but hastily put to¬ 
gether, to be crept idto for .a few months or weeks, w f erc without regret aban¬ 
doned on any * occasion that induced the occupants to shift their quarters. 
Roving and restless by disposition, and skilful hunters by necessity, the 
woods and jungles supplied tllem with roots, berries, and game; a successful 
foray filled their stores to overflowing; aud as every man's hand was lifted 
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against tliem, # so the measure of wrath wa| fully retuined Dy the tribe, whose 
powers of mischief for exceeded those of their numcious oppressors, and 
whose habits and locations enabled them to hid such a lengthy defiance to so ' 
many Governments. * . * 

^Formerly, in all the districts adjoining the hills, the chief ^Naihs ^of the 
Pjtrguna, on the occurrence of a vacancy, had the light of appointing tlie Jag la; 
but from long possession, the tillage occupation m time became hereditaiy, 
and the watchmen, as members ot*the community, were bound alone to obey 
Ihe Patel, the head of the* village, so long as the established does weie 
foithcomirig. . * •* 

Then duties were many and muhitaumis,—to piotect the jfroperty ol the 
village from plundeiers and the ciops bom stray cattle, to escoi t travellers, 
to keep watch at night, to hnd out 4 JI mi muls and deinvrturrs, obseivu all 
strangers, and report all suspunms ch nuclei's to the Patel. The watchman 
was likewise hound to know the thaiae tin o( cadi man m the village, and, in 
the event of a theft being committed, 11 was his, dutv to detect the thief,—tins # 
he yvas enabled to do bv bis skill m tuning footmiuks, by hw early habits of 
inquisitiveness and observation, as well ns by the nature of Ins allowance, 
which being paitlv a small share of gqim and othei piopeity belonging to eu h 
house, he was kept alwavs on the wut<h to aseeitain Ins.ices, and continu¬ 
ally 111 motion to collett tlu m * 

The Jagla was answerable lot tin peat e and piotet turn of the vilhgi, whilst 
the ISaik held the icsppnsibilitv hi the distiut, and <£c Iluks received loi the 
duties all nifai 01 less partook ol the iialiue of’blue kimul, ntid had then 
ongin m the same ciicumstanecH,—they wi n taxes wiung h<*rn the lmsbnnd- 
man, without much system ot method, toi their loibcitunee from plundci,* 
foi the guardyig of ceitam parses, and hi aflotdmg piutectton to imrrh.mts 
along the roads. • 

The moic civilized geneially apply tlu torn Bln el to all who lead a 1 iwlcss 
lift, and who icsule in a 11 mote jungly count!y ; but the name is pm 11 to 
juanv who do not acknowledge il , and tlu following arc the only eJ.uis in 
Khaueksh who dcseive the appr llation — * * 

The Turrets, wljo xaiihiacrd tlu Maluuncdan faith duung the leign of 
Aurung7ebe, and who inhabit tlu fcmntiy to tin 1101 th c 1 st oPtlie piovuut 4 , 
fiom Airawud to liooihanpooi 1 In \ aie a fine lace of men, and, ubhomng 
tin idea of leaving then immediate homes, an somewhat more inclined to 
agricultuie than others of this loving class, but in the tim<p of disewdeu flu 
frequently accompanied the Pmdaiees during plundering expulsions, and 
gamed a name foi heeutimisne ss fullv equal to that of their allies Tito fane r 
complexion and finer featme of tlu TufV' *s may be traced to the Maliome- 
dan colonists whom the Mogul policy bad located among the tyUs 4 

Immediately m the neighbourhood of tin 1 »u vees arc a savage set of be mg* 
termed JVahals, who exist peifectly wild anuau. the mountains, subsisting 
chiefly on roots, fruits,and bemes tliey eomt no inte 1 course with otheis, and 
dwell in the unrestrained beech 111 and laud hip of an utter savage cxitteiue 
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Marriage contracts, as well as all pther religious ceremonies, &r$ entirely dis¬ 
pensed with, and the assorted pair are free to live togethci whilst they choosey 
or separate at pleasure and^ convenience ; the infant accompanies its mother 
to her next abode, but the grown up children remain with the father. Tjtc 
Nahala are <J$vk and diminutive in stature, and their features are exceedingly 
ill-favoured. A few of this tribe cultivate a little grain among the ahbes©f 
the biirnt boughs of the forest, oi barter the produce of their jungles for cloth; 
but they are very ‘seldom to be met with beyond the immediate bounds of 
their unhealthy location. 

Another race of Mahomedan Bh’eels, germed Nirdhi, lesidr about the 
Ajunta range, m the Purgunas of Jamnaii and Burgaum; the intervening 
distanct* alone prevents theii intomanmge with the Turvees, lor their <re£d and 
ideas are similar. They are, how eves, of a discontented and quari elsome dis¬ 
position, difficult to manage, and still moie ferocious than their brethren to 
the eastward, and, during seasons of distuibance, the rtfbst atrocious acts 
«have been invariably ascribed to their piowess. * 

The common Khandesh JBheels, who are scattered in such numbers thioUgh- 
mjt the province, reject, howcvei, all distinguishing name of clan or caste, and 
glory in the simple appellation of liheel. Indolent dissipated, and singularly 
improvident, they Consider themselves the highest < i their tube ; and although 
they condescend to receive food from the hands of those'who have degraded 
themselves by honest laboui, yet they will not mteimany with those who have 
thus sunk in their estimation. To barter anything but what was reaped by 
the hand of violence was. an offence against the tube; to cultivate or engage 
in mechaniial nail deeply degiading ; and no employment was considered to 
lie coneo* which in anyway mteifered with the cheiishcd burden of the 
long-bow, and Jhe ponderous sheaf of aiiows. bocal situation in some 
instances, and mothers the gallant beat iru> of a poweiiul Chief) has bestowed 
the name ou the few seecdeis fiom the nation. . 

The Mutiraree, the Bur da, and the Dorepee inhabit the mountainous range 
to the north-west, about Akranee and Dheigong, and became despised on ac¬ 
count <5V their*skill in basket-weaving and cultivation. The term Kkoteel is 
gencially applied to all the wild inhabitants of the Satpooras, who bartci gums 
and wax for the produte of the plains, and that of Dangchec to all the natives 
of the Dang} who live below the Western Ghat-*. These latter aie the moBt 
uncivilized of all tjie wild tribes: with intellect barely sufficient to understand, 
sfuu totally unequal to comprehend, anything beyond the most simple commu¬ 
nication ; ancf with fonns stunted by the haulshtps, the aioxious climate, and. 
the bitter poverty it^ which they are steeped, it cannot be a matter of surprise 
• that, among a £et of such degraded beings, the principles of light and wrong 
are entirely lost ; the fear of consequences overwhelmed in a blind reliance 
on their fortune; the dread of treachery the predominant idea; and the 
animal instinct alone remaining in full Force, to urge the supply of their daily 
wants 
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* Superstitions in the extreme, and possestfhg little^ttachweut to fijtetib spots* 
their temporary \ lllages are i emoved on the occurrence of afiy evil obitbft • freely 
addicted to intoxication, their evil propensities biprst into a darning fete wjhen 
roused by the effects of ai dent spirit; and, led in large bodies by numerous; 
leaders, they were for years a scourge to all around. Ten thousand »o£ the 
Gaek war’s troops, sent for th^ purpose of their coercion, were defeated, and ' 
driven with disgrace from their fastnesses, and it remained fbr their refbrincd 
brethren in Khandesh, under their European leaders, to overrun their tangled 
forest, to seise all their potent leaders, and to reduce the raoaifor the first time 
to a stftte of entire and unconditional subjection. * & 

In ordinary avocations esteeming idleness to labour, every nliepl prefers his 
pcanty fate to a more tuxuuous diet gained,by th^ sweat of hisbrtftv; and 
eating all soits of flesh, that of the eo^r not excepted, and possessing great 
knowledge of root", and herbs, he is soldym in fear of actual starvation; but 
during the excitement of plunclei and*spohation, few personal exertions are 
too gieat to be undergone, and evefy Hardship and privation are willingly and* 
* cheerfully endured. 

■ Many ucie the acts of cruelty and brutality committed on these marauding 
expeditions, for, deeming tjieir owu lives of small value, they felt little 
scruple m trifling with those of pthers; hut despised, hunted, and separated 
from society, the origin of their conduct may be traced considerably to their 
persecution, and to the belief of their apcicut tradition that they weie created 
to live by the sword alone. * 

The Indian who fells the tree that he may gather the fruit, and the Bhccl 
who plunders the village, arc actuated by the same impulse of savage nature ; 
and accustomed from infancy to a life of hardship and exposure, whyie every¬ 
thing was sternly inculcated which contributed to harden the heart and 
nartow the sources of sympathy, it was no startling change, when driven 
staiving to the hills, that the master spnils should lead the multitude to evil, 
and that necessity should enforce the appioprmtiun by violence of whatever 
came within reach. 

But the Bheel is atta< bed to his village, and to his Chief; he is a hind and 
affectionate parent, and'great faith may bo placed on his word ; his simplicity 
*is exliaordinary; and, appichcndcd ns au. offender, he # not only confesses his 
present transgression, but with the greatest coolness enumerates Jiis previous 
, adventuies on the road, entering minutely into every circunratance, and 
stating, without any hesitation, the names of Ins associates, be they his ne^rqpt 
and dearest relations. • 

Polygamy is freely indulged, and although a plurality of wives often creates 
feud and jealousy in hamlet, yet their assistance is Material in conveying 
provisions from the plains to the fastnesses, and their seizure is generally 
followed by the surrender or the husband. * 

No bounds whatever are set to the enjoyment of ardent spirits, and mar 
liage ceremonies derive their chief celebrity from the quantity expended 
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Sfanuxoh believers f» ev«|r kind o#£wi&bcraft, the Bbeel pkcfcs* implicit coh- 
ftdence in hi* prophet, who pretend* at time* to be inspired; and he keepa 
with equal zeal all feasts aad holidays, £findoo and Mahomedan j but his reli¬ 
gion* rite* are performed by the Brahmin, and-his most solemn oath is on Che 
“ Meet GowiW' a mixture of Sait, cowdung, and jowaree. 

In this parched atmosphere, where the stain remains not alter the first my 
of the morning sun, and where the seent of f6e*blood>hound would be of no 
avail, the sagacity and perfection of vision inherent m these sons of the mountain 
have been rendered of good sci vice to the State, and the footstep of the thief 
is sHcessfully tracked for days over the waving grass and the hard rotfk, and 
generally to the detection of the offender. * 

They possess the nervous aqd flexible limb, and the courage and love of 
adventure, of a wild freebooting race;, and, unused to the bonds of law, and 
impatient of rcstiaint, a life pa^ed ^beneath the free canopy of heaven is in 
perfect unison with their temper and disposition Merry of heart, they dance 
, and sing to the sound of* their bagpipes orf high feasts and holidays, and after 
successful exploits and forays, and, mdiifetent of the piesent, and heedless as* 
to future fortune, they sail away with the liver, careless abke of the deep slow 
stream or the rapid boiling cuncnt. , * 

‘ During the struggle between the Mahomedans < dlhe Muiathas, the ex¬ 
cesses of tho Bheels arose to a great height; yet it may be. said that Khandesh 
was m a flourishing condition up to theyeai 1798, when Bajee Rao succeeded, 
on the death of’Nana Fuinavese^to his fiee exercise of authority as Peshwa : 
but the successful. 1 ebellion of Yeshwuni liao JJolkar, which shoitly aftei- 
wards broke out, pioved to be the commencement of the manifold misenes 
and misfqi tunes of this province,which duung a period of two years was on 
thiee occasions sacked and devastated by the marauding troops; and the 
scornge of war was in 1803 succeeded by a most unusual and withering 
famine, which extended from the Sutpooia Hills to the city -of Hyderabad. 
Udder this calamity, the countiy became for a time deseited: many cultivators 
fled to Bcrar and Guzerat; the gicatei poition of the Bheel population aban¬ 
doned tjie plains, and leturned no! again; and now commenced the Bund-Umul, 
that peuod of utter onaichy and confusion, which so long leigned throughout 
this unhappy land. Organised gangs started up m eveiy direction,’and th% 
mountain ridg es were quickly studded with Huttees, from the tgiy hamlet of 
the freebooter to the grand encampments of the powerful Naiks, who, assum¬ 
ing, the statS of petty princes, despatched they: armies of a thousand men to 
sack and lay^vastf the surrounding country. 

Still, a portion of the moie peaceable of the race remained in the plains, * 
until the heavy hand of the oppressor forced them lik^rise to make common 
cause with their comrades on the mountains. If unable to pay. to the corrupt 
officer a large sum of money, the Mamlutdar could, without reference, put a 
Bheel to death; and any of the persecuted race caught in ^disturbed part of the 
country were flogged and forthwith hanged, on the score of notoriety. If 
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drdw was thus rcsforad for tjt&e, foe authorities beedbd tid$4h*t$l| 
innocent men suffered theextremepen*% ; «nd foe Iddmt^/Ct^t^orture 
befog freely applied to exfort information, foe 1 Wretched Bh<?ei 
flogged afa exposed naked iq foe sun, after having had his^aoj&e afdit M 
ears stripped from his head, generally closed iris miserable d&gec’«&foe 
heated gun, or in-foe embraces of foe red-hot iron chair. v „ %? ' 

f Totally unable, however, by o|>en force, to restrain foe violence of foe 
marauders, fraud of the basest nature was on every occasion resorted to; and 
cajoled and inveigled by hollow promises of paidon and preferment, foe Bhecl* 
oftentimes agreed to the proposed terms, and, flocking to egme appointed 
place, on the strength of the pledged foith of the Government, t^fre cruelly 
jnassacred without remorse. • . * * 


From a high precipitous rock adjoining the fort of Untoor, hundreds of this 
guilty though unfortunate race weic annually hurled to destiuction ovei the 
perpendicular scarp s and the towns of Dlmiunigaura, Chaleesgaura, and 
Kopurgadm, will long exist in the memory -of foe tribe, as foe sites of foe most* 
fearful scenes of indiscriminate slaughter,—whejc laigc bodies, assembling 
under the full pardon of Government, were beset by concealed troops; when* 
the men in hundreds were beheaded or bhfwn from guns; where the.woipen 
were mutilated and burnt in w.ell», and where the little children were dashed 
to death against the* stones. 

Among a nation who consider it disgiaecful to forgive an injury, and who 
^bequeath the bldod feud to their heirs, such treatment was not likely to 
pass unatoned : a deep and implacable hatred was nourished towards its 
oppressors, and e’very opportunity of vengeance was greedily enjoyed with th% 
most savage atrocity. . • • 


Oppressed on every side by these ferocious bapds, and overrun by 
Pindarees and hostile armies, the province fell fast into decay: the plains 
became covered With jungle, whole distru ts were deserted ; and unless formed 
into large caravans, and accompanied by strong military escorts, travellers 
ventured not to cross the c ountry. 

For a period of fourteen years this murderous wai of extermination on lx>lh 
sides continued between the Bheels and the Native Government, although, 
latterly, the inhabitants of ccitam districts, by the voluntary payment of an 
anrnwl tax for his forbearance, had obtained from the adjoining ^fcJhief ’some 
plight protection of life and property, whilst others had been in a similar 
manner forced to compound. , ^ 

But atrocious crimes were of daily occurrence, and it was indeed difficult to 
satisfy the extortiona^p cravings of foe relentless Bheei :*the Remands came 
heavy and frequent upon foe impoverished villages for extra sams # black¬ 
mail. The order and the threat were invariably written on a scrap of paper, and 
left dangling round the neck of Hunooman* the*chief idol of the village; and 
the bitter cud of wrath was certain to be drained to foe drees by any suffi- 
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ciently fool-hardy to disregard thf dreaded summons, which &ore as a sub¬ 
scription the shaft and the headed bow** 

On the occupation of the'province o&Khandesh by the British Government, 
in 1818, anarchy and lawless oppression had readied a fearful height, and 
murder.'and rapine stalked openly and unrestrainedly through the land. Fifty 
notorious leaders infested this once flourishing ** Garden df the West,” a*d 
their every command jvas implicitly obeyed by upwards of five thousand ruth-* 
less followers, whose sole occupation was pillage *and robbery, whose delight 
alone consisted in the murderous foray, and whose subsistence depended en¬ 
tirely on the fruits of their unlawful spoil. Smarting, also, undci the repeat¬ 
edly brokep pledges of the former Native ‘Government, and rendered savage 
from th'e wholesale slaughter a f their families and relations, the Bheels w erg 
more than usually suspicious of a new Government of foreigners, and less than 
evoi inclined to submit to the bonds of oider and restraint. 

From Kookurmoonda to Boorlianpaor the whole ignge of the Satpooia 
• Mountains teemed with the disaffected. The Satmulla and A junta Bheels, 
undci tlurty-two leaders, wcie in arm« in numerous parties, cairymg fire and 
sword over the southern parts of the province, and the petty Rajas of Penth 
and *Abhoona having united with*thc powerful N ik‘ Govinda, the work of 
desolation was urged with a bloody hand through t) i entire range of the Wes¬ 
tern Ghats. The roads were impassable; villages in eveiy direction were 
plundered, and murders daily committed; cattle and hostages weie driven off 
from the very centre of the province; and the excesses rose to such a height,* 
that the Ryuts refused to receive Tukavce whilst their property was thus 
uttcily insecure. 

The first plan adopted by Colonel Briggs, on the occupation of the pro¬ 
vince of Khandesli by the British Government, was to stop the supplies of food, 
which were chiefly drawn from the plains, to cut off' any parties of Bheels that 
attempted to issue for plunder, and to make vigorous attacks on the points 
within the hills to which the Chiefs had retiled. 

During the second yeai of Bntish administration, many of the Chiefs, by 
the prompt decision and the pruisewoithy efforts of the British troops, were 
eithei seized or killed in battle ; but these Chiefs w'eic in most eases succeeded 
l>v others equally powerful and ferocious with themselves, and beyond the 
immediate ^fluence’of the British ti oops, theic was littlo protection fpr hfe 
and property in Khandesh. Proclamations w6re in vam issufcd that former 
OCUnes would be forgotten, and that in future those Bheels who returned to 
the plains should < be fed at the expense of the village ; the amnesty was 

4 Summons for blackmail —Translation of a note sent by Mohun Naik to Boola, Patel of 
Rcepra fifira;— + * * ’ 

“ The instant you receive this note, yon must bring the Us. £00 which are due to us: if any 
delay u suffered, we will put your people to death, and cut off|j^eir ears and noses, and help 
om selves. * < * 

“ Let this be well considered.”- 
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unheeded and rejected, and not one of tfce tribe repaired to take advhpWit 
pf the liberal offer. . T • ^ 

No regular police existed! at this tigw ; the Sheets who formerly Kad been 
the village watchmen were in asms against the State; and reports daily arrived 
of robberies, murders, and house-breakings,'—upwards of one hundred' com- 
- plaints of this nature being giade, during the course of one month, from the 
n single district of Nundoorbar. An Irregular Corps of Turvee Bfceels was at 
length attempted, on the principle of confirming the hereditary Naiks as the 
superiors of the legion; but the experiment entirely failed* the men being 
constantly in a state of intoxication; and their grovelling habit| proving inca¬ 
pable of restraint by Native officers who were equally^ licentious jjfith them¬ 
selves, this body was ultimately disbanded, as totally’useless. * 

Amongst the many plans which were# agitated to restore peace to tile pro¬ 
vince, Colonel Briggs, the Political Ageiit, proposed to pension every ma¬ 
rauding Bheel in Khandesh on a monthly allowance of two rupees, together 
with a .certain quantity of grain. Military operations were, however, finally 
resotted to, and parties of Sebundees and regular troops were despatched to 
protect the passes; but they were shortly obliged to quit, leaving two-thirds of 
their number victims to the malaria, and the^pharge of these important outlets 
was again handed over to the loo%e control of the hereditary Naiks, on double 
their former allowance, but with no happier effects than before. 

During the four succeeding years the same successive arrangements were pur¬ 
sued, with equally unsuccessful results: conciliatory measures were first adopted; 
settlements of the most liberal nature were entered into with many; and thesis 
entirely failing, recourse was had to arms,*which only for a time, and in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the force, had the temporary effect of apparently 
subduing these untameable spirits. 

It would be endless to detail, in continuance, the assemblages of Bheels, 
their plundering gangs, and atrocious acts;* but during the struggle many of 
the Chiefs were killed, or suff ered a merited death on the guilows; some had 
died id prison, and others had b<*cn transported ; but, wilh all the expenditure 
*ef life>-the country .remained as distracted as ever. . . •. -* 

Warfare of the most disti essing and harassing naturc*for troops was carried 
on, without any great success, during the fail season: chains of military posts 
were established throughout the province, and detachments posted in locations 
where the sepefy and his European officerf were unavailingly sacrificed to the 

m- 

* Appendix A is a synopsis of the Bheel settlement in Khandesh from thenar 1818. 
t The orders of Government, prohibiting all passage through the Khandesh jungles from 
■the month of June to January, evince*! most lively care for the health of their officers; but 
the exigencies of the serviee must be attended to by the local authorities, <pd the province 
has proved this grave of many a high-spirited youth. The European troops were sacrificed m 
hundreds before the fatal malaria was disunited to abound in every jungle j and in later Says* 
exposure during the doomed months has been always attenBcd with disastrous results. Qf five 
officers who proceeded during August to the Mangrode jungles, three died within a fortnight' 
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evil climate $ and although, die enemy was weak in the field, tod unable to 
stand before the &re of disciplined trpops, yet the activity of the half-naked 
savage Evaded the utmost f eflFort'of % harnessed soldier; the inaccessible 
nature of the fastnesses favoured flight and « concealment, and the taunting 
yell of the marauder generally rose high over the protecting cliff, as the 
baffled and wearied pu&uers threaded the last deep dell on their return! « 
The recollection of former treachery still remained too vivid in the memoiy 
of the outlaws; ijie good faith of the present Government, unbacked by the 
presence of local agents, was mistrusted; the conciliatory system had been 
only in part applied, and the allowance was scorned as a gift which was claim¬ 
ed as a ^ratter of right; pensions were bestowed upon the most turbulent, 
only td be returned with insult, and the inroads remained numerous, destruc¬ 
tive, and terrific as before. , • 

The question was now anxiously canvassed, fthat methods were to be 
adopted with a race who cared little for punishment, and less for the live! of 
• their victims, and who held death in utter contempt ;* and well and worthily 
did the ruler# of their destiny answer the pu/zlmg reference. 

The amelioration of the condition of mankind, and the increase of human 
happiness, ought to be the aim every. Govefnmei *, and of every individual, 
* according to the measure of their power, j anfl the h unane and generous orders, 
regarding the predatory tribes of Khandesh, which emanated from the Honor¬ 
able Court of Directors, breathed the puiest spiut of philanthropy. 

A new era in the history of this province was however about to commence : 
the physical condition of the Bheels was to undergo a thorough and whole* 
some reformation; banishment, imprisonment, the lash, and the gibbet were 
to be abQhshed, and the gentle hand and the peisuasive word of a miH and 
paternal Government were to lead the hitherto wild man within the pale of 
civilized life, and to unfold to him the blessings of peace and good order. _ 
This is not a fitting place to comment on the conduct of the local officers 
who were employed to introduce these blessings, or otherwise much might be 
said m praise of all : but credit is especially due to Colonel Archibald Ro¬ 
bertson, under whose auspices this new policy commenced, vvjbose talents 
wok* equally conspicuous with the liberality of his sentiments; and to the 
zeal, ability, and fearless energy which on every occasion were displayed by 
the Agents, Captaffl Outram and Major Ovatis, must be mainly attributed 
the much desired result which followed the conciliatory line of policy so ably 
jga$ned out by those officers. 

*Hb < 

of their return $ and feW descend to the Dang at any season of the year without suffering from 
fever. During a short* campaign, of three months, of five officers, *one died sod three left 
India on sick certificate; and of three hundred regulars who were employed, one hundred end 
twenty marched Wk to Mftlfigatun. 
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THE CONCILIATORY POLICY, WITH ITS RESULT. 

* *k * 

The province of Khandeah, under the new system, wee divided into three 
Agencies, which were apportioned to as many officers, who were expected to 
reside Within the limits of their respective districts. 

Nnndoorbar, Sooltanpoor, and Piraphlnair, with all the independent and 
tributary Chieftains, including those of the Dqpg, formed the North-Western 
Agency. 

Jamnair, Burgaum, and Chaleesgaum, comprehending the districts below 
and adjoining the Ajiuita and Satmulla range, foil to the share of the Southern; 
and the North-eastern Agency extended along the Satpoora range, including, 
the districts of Chopra, Yawul, aud Sowda, to which were afterwards added* 
the centre divisions of Erundole, Amulnair, and Nusserabad. To the officers 
in charge of the* last mentioned Agenpy the duty was likewise entrusted oi' 
raising a Bhcel Corps, ^under active Native and non-commissioned officers 
from the line, and tlie following instructions which were issued may be justly 
considered as the ground-work of the reformation. 

The Agents were to preserve the peace of the comply, to ameliprate the 
condition of the Bhcels, and to retain a watchful superintendence over the 
range committed to their charge; and, while endeavouring to inspire the wild 
men* with confidence in the Government, to encourage their attention towards 
industrious pursuits; to redress all complaints, and to he careful that those on 
whom pensions had been conferred were duly paid. 11 was also the duty of 
the Agents to ac^ as arbitrators when the parties mutually agreed, to appre¬ 
hend offenders, and to commit for trial, or otherwise to inflict such punish¬ 
ment as might be customary among the tribeand to superintend all such 
military opc^ptions as might be considered necessary to reduce gdngs who 
still continued to commit deprcriat‘»>ns. 

The Bheels were to be lvgisteied*, and calk'd upon tfj render an account of 
the manner in Which they obtained their livelihood; waste lands were jto be 
allotted to all Who were willing to form themselves, under certain restrictions, 
into colonies ; they were to be restricted from congregating in masses, prevents 
ed from quitting, without intimation, their places of abode, and sW/ctly checked 
from assembling in Huttees among the hills on any pretence whatever. 

Security was to be taken from those against whoip stroffg suspicion was en¬ 
tertained ; rewards of rent-free land, of animals, and implementsof husbandry^ 
were sanctioned for meritorious conduct in aiding the police* or for remark- 
. able industry in cultivation ; and the Patels of villages were also* to be on* 
couraged, by the presentation of honorary dresses, to assist in' pipmoting the * 
• 30 . t / 



desired object, by forwarding to tjxi Agents cOTiect returtw of atft the BhUefel 
within their range, pf the mode by which they subsisted, end of the adequacy 
• or otherwise of the provisicm allotted l$y the State for their maintenance. A 
general superintendence of me Bheels and the petty Chiefs was required, and 
the dues payable to the former in villages werd'to be strictly enforced* PuB- 
chayets were in some instances allowed to indict punishment under authority 
' of the Agent, butotmprisonment was ordered to be avoided, as attended with 
; little inconvenience to the delinquent, but with..great misery to those who 
s’; depended upon him for support; besides the Bheel, considering it no disgrace 
whatever, returned to his home from a residence in the jail, in no ways «*b“ 
dued in disposition, mid considerably deteriorated in morals. 

The‘head quarters of the Bheel Corps were orders^ to be stationed qt 
Dhurumgaumr. The pay of the men was fixed at a month, with an 

additional rupee as batta when on outpost duty; clothing was to be furnished 
by. Government; and, armed with fusils, the levy was to be drilled as light 
, infantry. 

At firstmueh duty was not to be expected, but the men were to be employed 
in such a manner ns would teach them obedience to orders,—the very essence 
of future duty, and the only antidote to tlicir loose md irtegular habits. 

Attention was also to be paid to their personal •• pjjparance, whereby more 
favourable impressions would be excited in respect to themselves ; and for the 
same reason, punishments of a personal natui c w ere to be avoided, and dis¬ 
missal from the corjj^ for seuous offences might be made with advantage, 
previous to the offender being handed over to the civil power. 

The main features, therefore, in this theory of reformation, were the awarding 
strict justice to an oppressed race, the overthrow of the patriarchal authority of 
the Naiks, and the substitution in their stead of a European Chief, who should 
be equally respected and obeyed, and vi hose commands and precepts would 
prove of a very different naliuc to those which had heretofore emanated among 
the hills: the conciliatory character and talent of the officers to be employed, 
the judicious selection for the new military body of the wild unruly spirits, 
who disdained the toil of honest labour, and the settlement amon£ colonies of 
the more staid among the society, the provision of a comfortable maintenance 
for every 0119, the re-establishment of the ancient village Bheel police, and 
above all, the mild and libeial, though firm spirit of the existing administration, 
which encouraged with generous assistance the well disposed, exercised a 
jv^olesome control over the evil-doers, and whose measures under the new 
arrangemettWwero equally certain of being promulgated and enforced by, 
unbiassed servants. * 

* Military operatidUs weye now reduced to the more feasible scale of harass¬ 
ing the armed bands among the hills, and of allowing them little rest in any 
one locality; ariti a general amnesty was offered to the tribe, with the except 
tton of theJmost heinous offenders, for whose apprehension large rewards ware 
> proclaimed.* Fatigued and worn out by the hardships-of their miserable situa- 
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tSoo, sad finding the spoil of the low country becoming daily 
inuxmt&Ak «fter & lengthy negotiation, a few of the principal Naika 
difficulty induced to take advantage of the humane offer* of 
whilst others of the desp£radoe$ werelbetrayed a&ogg their immediate {deceit' 


- * * n « 

*A free pardon was granted for all past crimes to those who surrendered at * 

‘discretion, wastelands were’allotted rent-free for a term of twenty years/ 
wherever the Naiks and they followers proposed to settle, and an ample grant 
of money for clothes and subsistence, together with animals and implements of 
cultivation, were allowed by Goverrfment during the jieriod when the rude 
husbandman was under prop’er instruction to. make die eartff yield up he* 
treasures for his own suppoit. 9 » » 

This grant was, hoWver, to be received, not as a free gift,"but as an advance, 
to be hereafter recovered, should circumstances permit; and as thtf money was 
judiciously expended under the immediate superintendence of the Agent, mid 
never entiusted to the improvident squaudeung of the Bhed, the advantage 
were sufficiently appaient, and a most powciful check was thus placed upon 
the present, aud a strong hold was obtained ovei fufure indolence and licen¬ 
tiousness. The greatest difficulties weie, however, experienced m settling to 
peaceable pui suits these wild mfyu.table chaiacteih, m breaking through their 
prejudices against laboui, and in eiacfi<*atmg*their piopensities to plunder and; 
debauchery. The aide and half savage.iace, moi cover, viewed with suspicion 
the system of hbciality and forbraiance obseived by the British Government, 
‘and natuiully suspected the rccuirence of foimet tioacheiy; but strenuous 
endeavours successfully convinced them of the utter groundlessness of their 
fears, and the folly of then formci condm t, and, by woiking on the better 
feelings of the ittee, the knowledge began to gam giound that the Govern¬ 
ment not only possessed the means of restraining their future depredations, but 
also enteitamed syi ardent wish to piomotc then benefit and welfare. 

The succe&s of these eveitions shortly became manifest, and numbers of the 
tribe having availed themselves of the pioffcied teims, settled quietly indif¬ 
ferent locations ; and, supplied by the Ageut with food and implements^ hus¬ 
bandry, they gradually abandoned (heir suuples 111 regaid to labour, while 
each succeeding day mci eased their confidence m thcpiomiscs of*Govemraent j 
and as the more fiery and tuibulent weie periodically drafted to the new corps, 
the little coloifies were allowed to remain in peace and quietude, unagitated 
by the unruly designer, whose word had formeily stirred up the dullest *pjfit% 
to ferocious deeds. • «#• 

The novel and arduous undertaking of raising a corps from these predatory 
tribes bad been already commenced; and Captain 4 0 utra$n, who was at the 
time serving with the military detachments acting against the *Bheels, seized 
every opportunity in his power to hold intercourse with this rude and savage 
people. Living unattended for weeks together amongst their Huttees, by 
the fearless and manly confidence which he evinced in their honour and goo4 
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faith* by so Unhesitatingly entrusting* his life to their keeping, % succeeded in 
inspiring them with a conviction that the British Government warf sincere in 
its professions of having their interests tf aud welfare deeply at heart. 

Indulging the wild men with feasts and entertainments, and delighting all 
by hi& matchless urbanity, Captain Outram at length contrived to draw over 
. to the cause nine recruits, one of whom was a most notorious plunderer, and 
bad a short time before successfully robbed tne officer commanding the de¬ 
tachment which had been sent against him. This infant corps soon became 
strongly attached to the person of their new Chief, and entirely devoted to 
his wishes ; their good will had been won by his kind and conciliatory man¬ 
ners, while theif admiration and respect had been thoroughly roused and ex¬ 
cited byTus prowess an<f valouj: in the chase. 

By means of these nine recruits Captain Outram was enabled to attract 
others to *h!s standard, and on the conclusion of the monsoon he left the 
head quartern of Dhurumgaum at the head of sixty men, armed with bows 
t mid arrows, and, marching round the province, 'successfully recruited in every 
district. A draft of fort^y regulars from the line uas received to act as drill 
masters and officers; but the Binds appearing suspicious of this arrange¬ 
ment, their muskets anil belts were for the time laid aside, aud confidence was 
only regained by the assurance that all were to 1 alike in appearance and 
duties, and that when propel' *»ensiblfe of the utility c>f the measure they 
should be all alike armed in the European manuer. 

The reception of these wild recruits by the 23 rd Regiment Bombay Native 
Infantry in the camp of Malligaum was greatly conducive to the good cause: 
men of the highest caste behaved in a manner most flattering to the feelings 
of the mountaineers, visiting them, and presenting them with betclnut, to the 
no small amazement of the guests, and to die gratification of'Government, who 
complimented the regiment on their conduct. 

While, however, the woik progressed thus favourably, it was at the same 
time evident that extreme difficulties had yet to be encountered : inveterate 
habits were not to be changed in a day; and in addition to the 
natural, repugnance to restraint and subjection to law, strange rumours 
and reports were afloat throughout the province, regarding the intention 
of Government in thus forming the Bhcels into a corps. They were told at 
one time, by the evil disposed, that the object was to link them in a line like 
galley slaves, and then to extirpate the race; that their blood was in 'high 
demand as medicine in the country of their foreign masters, and that assem¬ 
blage in the corps would be speedily followed by massacre, as of yore. Numbers, 
in consequence of these idle and mischievous rumours, after having with the 
utmost exertions befen induced to enter the service, absconded in terror; and 
confidence was* alone ultimately regained when permanent v dwellings were 
commenced at the head quarters, and when lapse of time evinced the 
groundless nature of their feara. , # 

Villages were ’still occasionally plundered, and gangs remained* in arms 
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among the bills: but suspicion had been thoroughly instilled OmGngthe hand# ’ 
and leaders of the tribe; die summons for blackmail was unheeded' ty* the 
pillagers; and the information of pijv&te haunts and fastnesses, which wa» 
in the possession of the local ^authorities, enabled the military forces -Set ’ 

among die hills with some chance of success. »' * * 

' « The system of reformation continued with unabated vigour in the colonies* 
and at the close of the year 2 §26 upwards of three hundred ploughs had been 
established. Time, patience, and considerable persuasion, were of course 
necessary toinduce the B heels to undertake agricultural pursuits, and to place die 
colonies on a regular footing; but the wild material was fast accumulating, and 
the hereditary watchmen wer§ gradually returning from the hills to djpir villages. 
v „ Increase^ td three hundred men, the cqrps wAs now drilling *at head 
quarters, and in the commencement of.thc second season of their service, the 
first opportunity was afforded to the reformedtBhecls of Khandesh of shedding 
their blood for their new masters: they freely risked their lives, and, although 
opposed by their own caste and relations, fought boldly for the Governments 
The village of Boorwaree had been attacked arid plundered, and emissaries 
from the gang were passing rapidly among the lulls to collect the disaffected, 
when a small detachment of the flhpcl Corps arrived al sunset on the spot. 
Dashing immediately into the JplK Captain Outrara arrived, after a tedious 
night’s march, on the eminence where the gang had retired, when he was im¬ 
mediately assailed by showeis of arrows and stones. A Jemedar and many of 
the recruits were wounded, but the men fought on steadily, and the enemy 
was eventually driven from the commanding position it had occupied. 

Fatigued, however, with the night march, and the severe exertion of following 
the gang from hill to hill, a retreat was feigned by Captain Outrank* gallant 
little band, and the enemy being by this ruse deluded with the idea of victory, 
and drawn down upon the open plain, were charged and dispersed at the point 
of the bayonet^ the plunder of the village was recovered, arms and other 
property secured, the marauding Chief and many of his followers killed in the 
action, and the gang entirely dispersed* 

After this demonstration, the corps rapidly increased, and during the rains 
of 1827 six hundred rank and file were kg>t steadily at drill; the huts aild « 
pendalls were completed at Dhururagaum ; the life of comparative ease and 
* comfort was highly relished, and, the draft from the regulars consisting only 
of men of high caste and character, the association inspired the Bliccls with 
a great degree of respect for themselves. m . 

The feelings as well as the persons of the tribe were enlisted mto the service: 
their evil passions were at first tolerated, to control and lead them to the 
desired end; confidence was at length obtained in their suspicious minds, and 
admiration of their officers ensured, by a display of superiority in those very 
qualities they most prided in themselves. Their sympathies and feelings weqa * 
also studied and cultivated, their improvement in heart and spirit closely 
looked after, and that stability of connection between the Chief and his 
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. followers, which in earlier tiroes wjp little more than a ChaiboC slavery, and 
permanence of evil, in its better modification, became the bond of fellow-feeling 
and good order. ^ t . \ ; •/ 4 . 

At the close of the monsoon of 1827, this nq.wly raised corps, was reviewed 
by the. Brigadier of the district, whose high commendation, after fear days’ 
exercise,, for dress, and steady performance of intricate manoeuvres, appeared 
in the general orders of the army. It indeed seemed extraordinary to every 
one, that the character of this wild and savage race, could have been so readily 
tained, and that their manners and lives could in so short a space of time have 
been subjected to so decided a reform. Proceeding thus rapidly from the en¬ 
listment aqd marching about the country, 'whicji might be considered as the 
first shadow of a drill, a itesult \yas accomplished through prudence, persever-^ 
ance, and courage, which many might have Wished for, but very few anticipated. 

Immediately after the review, the greater part of the corps waB marched 
off in detachments, to relieve, as far as their numerical strength would admit, 

. the unhealthy outposts on the frontiers of the province, and the troops of the 
line were withdrawn into camp. 

By continual residence among the colonies, by unwearied attention to their 
wants, wishes, and peculiarities, and by,.kind and liberal treatment, the affec¬ 
tions of the race were entirely gained, and the, word .(’the Agent was received 
as law. Respecting him as a protector and benefactor, u« well as a just ar¬ 
bitrator and judge, every real or imaginary wrong was submitted to Jus 
decision: to him the Bheel turned for advice and assistance whenever advice 


aud assistance could be of any use; greater obedience was rendered than had 
been ever paid to the hereditary Naik, and duties which were not faithfully 
and earnestly discharged, if not voluntarily performed, were rigidly enforced. 
To obviate all future annoyance and iueonveuience, and to settle the anxiety 
4 " of the Bheels with regard 


Translation of a Kovt'l granted to Bin d, of the. 

Village of Pur gun a 

Von have lived in the hills, and plundered the roads and 
country of the Sirkar, and committed thefts and various 
crimes: now you are present, and have petitioned the Sirkar 
that if pardoned you will not again offe^f, and that if Tuk- 
nvee be given to'you, you will cultivate and thus cam a 
subsistence. On this, your prayer has been considered,, and 
the Sirkar has shown favour to you, and has this once par¬ 
doned your past crimes, and has given you for your'support 
Tuktfvec, and land to cultivate; and this "Kowl is written and 
presented to you*that‘you may remain in your village, and 
cultivate, and thus gain your livelihood. After this, if you- 
again commit any offence, your t former crimes will not be 
considered as forgiven, but; you will b&ve to answer for 
both them and the new crime/ 

• ■ ' (Signature of Bheel Agent.). 


to the terras of the amues- 
« 

ty, a written Kowl, to the 
effect quoted in the mar¬ 
gin, was presented to each 
individual, which served 
as a pass of security when 
absent from his village, 
and which *was * expected 
to be kept always n*ar 
bis . person. In this do¬ 
cument it was freely writ¬ 
ten and explained, that 
although, pardon was 
granted for all past of¬ 


fences, yet any future in¬ 
fringement of the peace would involve a forfeiture of the protection, and that 
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the penalty loir the past as well as for preset misdeeds would be*exacted from 
the. offender. 

But a happy change was feat progressing mthe # habits and ideasof the race: 
few who took the Kowl ever violated their engagements; and whpn called upon 
to apprehend marauders, or to trace the perpetrators of crime, ihc most read f 
and valuable assistance was qver rendered to the police j and the bulk of the 
people being thus favourably inclined to order, the refractor/ Naiks were 
forced into submission, aad an arrangement for the regular payment of a 
certain sum of money was at length satisfactorily effected, in lieu of their Huks, 
which had been heretofore received in kind from'every village ojt the district. 

The village police now alone remained to be extricated from £he pass of 
disorder into which every measure regarding*the Blieel system had been for¬ 
merly plunged, so as to allow every chance Jo the healthy operation of tire 
new reform! When wielded in the hands of a powerful Government, the 
system of Bhecl police had been found to perforin the most efficient duty; but 
when the curb of restraint was refnoved, the most glaring abuses and flagrant 
crimes wore speedily induced. Under the name and shelter of the Jnglu 
watohmau, the Blieel plunderer remained unmolested within the precincts of 
the village, and few of the Psalive functionaries could resist the easy acqui¬ 
sition of propci ty bv a share of the spoil, which was so readily awarded for the 
piotertiun. * 

A strict inquiry was therefore absolutely nccesnaiy : when the amount of 
lluks in each separate village, together with the number of persons required 
for the performance of its duties, wefe correctly ascertained, the requisite 
quota was placed in chaigc, the surplus (liufted to the colonies, and the, regular 
payment of these dues, which, when neglected, was attended with'such evil, 
was strictly enforced by personal supeiintemlence. 

The gpiount of rent-free land was also fairly fixed, according to the size and 
revenue of the village; and for a share of tile produce, this land being cul¬ 
tivated by the Patel, a bond of good feelii g was thus mutually established 
between the parties : the Blieel was left at lilierfy to attend to the numerous 
and important avocations of his office, for tin* due performance of wliibh every 
hour was necessary, and the duties of the Patel and the Jaglu bping intimately 
connected, if the former functionary retained a proper, interest #1 the security 
of the inhabitants, and a vigilant watch over the conduct of the Jaglif, tljeir 
combined knowledge and assistance could, in all cases of crime, be i endeyed 
of the most material service. * • 

By this settlement, a sure remedy was provided for the forrtler heavy evils, 
by insuring an honest subsistence to all the Jaglas who were found in tile 
village, and who, instead of being ttfl scourges of the country, were now 
convert^ into active and useful members of policy whilst those who took to 
the plough gradually, like their brethren in the colonies, became quiet and 
‘ obedient cultivators. 

After a lapse of three years, the remnant of the predatory Bheels in the 
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Satmulla and Ajunta range, who had been so long carrying oi> depredations 
on the eastern frontier, was brought to terms, and the system was fairly estab¬ 
lished in the southern parts qf the province. 

A register of all the Bheels had been framed, a Kowl was in the possession 
df ever} individual, the Iluks of Naiks and Jaglas had been inquired into 
and adjusted, the Native functionaries were required to see the dues properly- 
paid, and the"Bheels ventured not to leave their villages without permission 
from the Patel. j 

A Daroga Karkoon was employed in each Talooka, constantly moving 
from village to, village, to s<ie that orders were attended to, and that the 
.Bheels^weijf present and busy with their ploughs; a Daroga Sebundee was 
stationed in each colony, to superintend and overlook its proceedings ; and, 
the Agent continually moved through his districts, to ensure, by his personal 
inspection, the effect of his orders. 

The result of this reticulated settlement was shortly manifested, and these 
districts, formerly the scene of every outrage, where neither life nor property 
was secure, now enjoyed tranquillity ; the roads, formerly hazardous for the 
armed party, were traversed at all hours by single passengers; the formidable 
list of crimes had dwindled down to the-re port of a r ew petty thefts ; and the 
Bheels, from outcasts, had become members of society daily rising in 
respectability and appearance, and becoming useful and obedient servants of 
the State. 

It was a matter of astonishment to behold the rapid change produced by the 
liberal system of Government, in a race of miserable beings, w ho, without a 
rag to cover their backs, and hardly a morsel of food to put into their mouths, 
had so sluHlly before sued for life and food from the foreigner, and were now 
fat and sleek, and decently clad, living in their own huts, surrounded by 
swarms of healthy children, ploughing their own lands, and man^ in the 
honest possession of Hocks and herds. t 

The principles upon which the Bheel Corps was raised were equally simple 
and unquestionable,—to secure the enlistment of Chiefs, their relations, or mem¬ 
bers of their elans, to enforce the progressive advancement of all, through the 
intermediate grades of private and non-commissioned officer, to regulate the 
reins of discijjfino with, a delicate and judicious hand, and to observe a just 
and proper distribution of punishment and reward. 

t)n these sure principles the eoips soon contained within "itself su«h a 
number of influential persons, connected or intimately acquainted with every 
Chief or tribe t f importance in Khandesh, that provided a Bheel culprit re¬ 
mained in the province, his name and village only being sent to the Com¬ 
mandant of the corps, apprehension folfbwed nearly to a certainty. 

Five years h&d hardly elapsed from the day when the first wild recruit was 
enrolled in- the service, and when the sword of the mountain cateran was first 
exchanged for the ploughshare; but during that period the spirit of affairs had 
undergone a happy change, and the country enjoyed repose. 
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For years ^handesh had been subjec ted to utter misery rfml relentless 
spoliation, from the organised gang and the tyrannical Wheel ('hief; but the 
generosity of (iovernment, and the anxiety and exertion of its Agents, were 
now amply' repaid in the complete success of a system which had thus restored 
peaee and quiet. ** • 

i To show the. confidence that had been restored throughout the country, the 
recital of the following fact mav not be considered unworthy of notice. In 
a village near tlu: Satponny range a petty' theft had been committed by a 
few hoys, who carried off fhe cooking utensils from two houses: the Patel, 
and other inhabitants who suffered, were asked how it happened that such 
articles weie taken from their houaes without awakening them; and the gra¬ 
tifying answer was received, “ that since, tlip (internment settlement had 
been made, no one in the village cut thought of fastening up their houses at 
night, considering themselves in perfect security.*’ 

The same character existed, the evil propensities could not be as vet totally 
eradicated ; but the wise measures in force had eovieeled the one and checked* 
the other: gang robberies had ceased for a period of twelve months, and there 
existed not in the pro\inee one single leader of marauders. 

The conduct of the corps was deserving of the warmest praise, and its 
services were actively and eontiuvallvp'mploved in opposing on outpost a front 
for the purpose of •cheeking foreign aggression, or in (lie pursuit of foreign 
marauders. When culled upon, the nmn had invariably shown a willingness 
and readiness to act against friend and relation, and were ever on the alert to 
obey the commands of their ollieers: whilst the gradual introduction of regular 
discipline had been applied to the. root of (he evil, and theii wild anil lawless 
habits had been 'completely corrected. . • 

The vice of intoxication bad been thoroughly overcome ; not even the most 
tiiHing complaint against any one member of the. corps had been made, to the 
authorities; and (iovenimcnf. had thus obtained the services and labour of a 
body of nu t), which had so long troubled die ivpo.se of the former as well 
as the present administration. To such lengths, indeed, w'cretlic excesses car¬ 
ried, that the Poona (iovernment looked alone to the exterminatioif of the 
race, for repose; whereas the pre.si of, by its refonuufioti, had added a strength 
to tin* executive power which few could have anticipated. 

During the attainment of such a desirable result, (iovernment was subjected 
to a considerable outlay of money, and suffered loss by the non-repayment of 
advances* made to the Hheels, which have lapsed from death or other ;ufn-« 
dent; but the reformation of the tribe from their savage and turbulent habits 
has proved a blessing and a benefitthe counfry, for which no pecuniary 
sacrifice could be too great.. • 

* The total amount, in round numbers, advanced by Government to establish the colonies, 
was Its. tto.OOO. Of this sum Rs. 1 f,000 have been rccoi stud. Rs. 17,000 are still outstand- 
, 112 , of which one-half maj he recovered ; and thus the total deficit amount > to K*. .12,500, 

:)1 
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The future* prospects held out by the effect of this enlightenec^and generous 
policy are also not less cheering: principles are now recognised, and agencies 
brought into play, which inevitably progress to future stability; the increased 
ease of circumstance and comfort lead to a prolongation of human life, and the 
effect of liberal laws will gradually tend to melt the separate drop into the 
general mass. f 

At present the land of Bhcel location* is cultivated as a free gift from Go¬ 
vernment; hereafter, as education raises this rape of men from the low and 
barbarous rank it held among our Native subject.4, an addition may accrue to 
the revenue, and an accession of sturdy cultivators, from the huts of this 
prolific tribe, to fill up those blanks caused by the sweeping scourges which 
too often desolate the pr6vince v But these are secondary objects, when com¬ 
pared to the one so wonderfully and successfully gained, which has secured 
to the country a state of quiet' and repose unknown to it for nearly half a 
century. 

<, The Bheel now feels a relish for that industry which renders subsistence 
secure, and life peaceful and comfortable : he unites with the Ityut in the 
cultivation of those fields which he once ravaged and laid waste, and protects 
the village, the traveller, and the property of Government., which were for¬ 
merly the objects ..of his spoliation; the extensh wilds, which heretofore 
afforded him cover during his bloody expeditions, are now smiling with fruit¬ 
ful crops; and population, industry, and opulence are progressing throughout 
the land. 

The reform has been steadily pursued, witli equal success, to the present*!' 
day. Schools have been introduced for the benefit of the rising generation, 
and the present youth, inured to labour, and sobered by instruction, have lost 
the recollection of the state of olden times, when, from their insulated position, 
the tribe alone retorted hatred and vengeance upon their oppressors. The 
requisite number of ploughs have been long since established for the mainte¬ 
nance of the numerous colonies wffich are scattered over the southern districts; 
and although the strain be somewhat too tight for the bow, and the duties ex¬ 
acted be too numerous for the strength of the Bheel Corps,—such as indeed 
could not be with justice performed by almost two regiments of the line,—still 
there exist fev^ instances of grumbling or want of fidelity. 

Thp men have been always successfully employed, and have proved equally 
staunch and faithful on the unhealthy outpost and among the intricate defiles 
of the mountain range,—daring alike the insidious fever and the arms of the 
enemy, they hty-e gyer proved superior to the difficulty; the fastnesses have been 
penetrated and cleared on every side #f the province; internal and external 
disturbance have been through their exertions entirely quelled; and, led by 
their officers, they have acted with success against every marauding tribe in the 

* Appendix D shows the amount Sic. of land under cultivation in the Southern Agency. 

+ The close of the year 1S43. 
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vicinity of Kljandesh, and have been employed with equal crediMo themselves 
against their turbulent brethren in Guzerat. The district treasuries are now 
under their charge, the chief police rests in their hands, their influence and 
power is supreme over etfery family of KhaudesH B heels, whose relations and 
connexions form its component members; and thus, by a wild le.\$ of onjy eight 
hundred men, the internal duties of a province one-third the size of England 
have been well and faithfully performed. . 

As an item of economy, .the reduction of an entire local corps, a portion of 
the auxiliary horse, and a Ilirge body of peons, whose services were in conse¬ 
quence no longer required, together with the abolition of two* heavily paid 
appointments, the duties of which have been added to those of its Command¬ 
ant, have more than covered the expense of the corps. One regiifieist of the 
fine has also been entirely withdrawn from the province, while the health of the 
remaining troops is carefully preserved.f • 

The hitherto untameablc 11 heel banditti cannot now, as formerly, unite in 
general insurrection, without punishment; few individuals who offend again s£ 
the laws can elude the arm of justice; aud by thus wisely employing a small 
portion of the community, a numerous race is kept in subjection, and the tran¬ 
quillity of this immense province is satisfactorily obtained, which no military 
force nor expenditure of treasure could have otherwise ellpctcd ; the physical 
condition of the people has improved, from the cessation of trouble and the 
suppression of feudal enormity, and the blessings of thousands of happy and 
reformed beings daily rise as a grateful offering to a munificent Government, 
who have thus shed so bright an influence over their destiny. 


* 

* Bheel Agent of the N\V...•*.. lls. 1,300 

Commandant of the Auxiliary Ilorsc.. ...... 1,000 

■\ "Whilst in charge of tfie unhealthy posts of Khandcsh, now occupied by the llhecl Corps, 
at the dose of the Ssual tour of three years, every regiment of" the line, without taking into 
account casualties, was forced to discharge to their lifones upwards of a hundred men as unfit 
for further service, whilst a like number, entirely disabled, swelled the list of Government 
pensioners. • 
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CONTINUATION OF TIIE FOREGOING MEMOIR, TO THE 
' CLOSE OF THE YEAR 1855, 

I 

BY CAPTAIN J. ROSE. 


The former part of this Sketch contains a brief but tolerably full account of 
the barbarous condition in which the Bheel Tribes were found when Klutudesh 
came into the hands of th^ British Government; of the measures adopted by this 
Government to reclaim them ftorn the lawless courses into which they had 
been driven by ruthless oppressors during the Mahomedan and Hindoo sways; 
a-, well as of the wonderful success with which these philanthropic and liberal 
measures had been rewarded up to the year 1843. 

From the beginning of a. d. 1843 to the end of lKof>, the same liberal and 
successful policy has been steadily pursued towards the Bheels, each succeed¬ 
ing year affording fresh tokens of growing improvement in their habits and 
inclinations; so that now,—thirty years' after we * st took them by the hand 
in 182f>,—instead of living chiefly on plunder, as ve found them doing, it is 
but seldom that any of them are guilty even of petty grain robbery ; and, in 
short, they have become one of the best behaved and most useful classes in 
the province. 


The Bheel Corps, upwards of a thousand strong, affords a favourite field for 
the Services and maintenance of such as belong to it; and to the agency of this 
local corps, which is scattered over the province in numerous detachments on 
police duties, and as guards over the different district treasuries (vide Appen¬ 
dix F), is mainly to be attributed the state of public good order which is now 
predominant throughout Khandesh. • 

Besides the public security afforded by the Bheel Corps, every village in the 
province is now supplied with its hereditary Jagla or watchman. 

These village guardians, who were robbers once, have thus, like the sepoys 
of (he Bheel Gups, become preservers instead of disturbers of good order. 

Remunerated partly' by Government, and partly by the villagers, il is the 
concern of these village watchmen to protect the interests of both Government 
and the villagers, as they can be officially fined for neglect of duty ; and a villager 
whose property they have failed to protect, or in the recovery of which they 
are unsuccessful, has it in liis power to withhold for a time his share of the 
Jagla’s emoluments.*, 

These are unfortunately'insignificant and insufficient at best, but by and bye 
they are to be increased, as Government has issued orders with the view of 
< Meeting so desirable an object as that of ensuring the watchmen of villages a 
sufficient living. 

Those of the tribe who are neither in the employ of Government, nor village 
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servants, procure a livelihood for themselves and their familios*by cultivating 
the soil ; cutting and selling grass, firewood, and timber; gathering and selling 
jungle fruits, roots, herbs, gums, honey, &c.; and, during the harvest season, 
by watching Ityuts’ grain-fields, reaping crops, %v .; while some of them take 
permanent service with Ityuts as ploughmen, and others spAcl part, of their 
.time in killing wild animals for the sake of the reward given for the skins by 
(lovernment,—a pursuit which, while it affords a subsistence tosueh as follow 
it, benefits Government and the Ityuts, by preventing beasts of prey from 
overrunning the country. * 

It cannot be said that a great many Bheols have as yet become successful 
and prosperous farmers; but then it is necessary to bear in mind that, to 
, enable a man to succeed as a farmer, he reijuires rtiore than a niert* rent-free 
lease of land, a money loan sullicient. J,o procure a pair of bullocks, a few farnv’ 
ing implements, and a little seed, which is till that. Government could afford 
to give to such needy or unsteady Bhocls as it. was advisable to put at the plough. 


To cultivate the soil successfully, a person must have some means of his 
own, including a sufficient number of cattle to supply manure for his fields, 
* without which they will not long yield a remunerating crop. 

11 is crops, when nearly ripe, urns/ be watched by people of his own house¬ 
hold, or by others hired for the,purpose. If he fall sick, he requires to have 
friends who will gratuitously carry on his business, or, if they art; wanting, 
paid labourers must be hired. . • 

In all these respects, and many others, the Bliecls, notwithstanding their 
anxiety to succeed in their efforts, and to give satisfaction to their benefactors, 
have laboured under disadvantages. 

Besides having no previous experience of the agricultural art, the constant 
care and labour required to make a farmer’s occupation profitable was hardly 
congenial with their past irregular habits. 

The jungle lands granted to them rent-free, fora specified term, became 
unproductive for want of manure, after yielding a few crops, which made it 
necessary for them not unfrequently to go through the labour of clearing 
away and cultivating a fresh piece of jungle. . 

It was difficult for them even, to guard their crops, when ripening, against 
the inroads of animals, winged, quadruped, and biped ; as eicb member of a 
Bheel household, down to the child of five years old, has every day {.o assist 
in supporting the family by some sort of labour immediately convertible into 
money, wherewith to procure the every-day necessaries of lilt*, so that they 
found their wants for the moment better supplied by lea*ing,their own fields 
to guard those of Ityuts for hire. 

The general consequence of these opposing cir/uunsftmccs is, that a Bhecl’s 
crop is seldom a very good one ; and yet, in some parts of fhe*province, Bheels 
are already to be found who arc able to raise abundant harvests, who can 
hardly be distinguished, in habits or appearance, from the ordinary cultivating 
class, and who have no privileges above their fellow-cultivators of other castes. 
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Thus, during the course of one generation,—within the space pf little more 
than thirty years,—has an almost thorough reform been effected in a people 
whom we found in a state to which the appellative of savage is perhaps the 
most appropriate. ' 

By tlve time'flhe rising generation has reached maturity, the work of reform¬ 
ation among them will probably be found permanently complete. f 

Before proceeding to notice the means which have been used by Govern¬ 
ment to produce such remarkably favourable rcsul/s, it may be well to take a 
cursory view of the characteristics which mark the Bhcels, or “ Bhils,” as they 
are orthographically designated. 

There are no less than fourteen tribes or clans, in Ivhandesh, who go under 
the name of* lihecl. These are the Turvee, Nahul, Nirdlii, Khoteel, Mutwaree, 
ihirda, Dorcpee, Dangchcc, Mowehee, Parvee, Wulvee, Wusawa, Wurala, 
and Powcra. 


Of these, the first eight have been noticed in the former part of this Sketch ; 
the other six inhabit the Western Districts of Sooltanpoor and Nundoorlmr,— 
tilt; most jungly, unhealthy, and thinly populated part of the province ; and 
beyond that, they are to be found in the Rajpeepla territories bordering U uze- 1 
rat, and in a portion of the Surat Zilla. 

It is not easy to ..discover any affinity between ti .n (the last six) and the 
tribes in the other parts of the province, sufficient to br.mg them under the 
common bead of lilted ; but, as Sir John Malcolm wrote of them, “ there are 
so many different tribes, that it has been conjectured by some that the general 
name of Blieel, or Bhil, only denotes a confederacy of mixed and degraded 
races of Hindoos, associated by political events and local circumstances; but 
ther<^ is ev/*ry reason to believe that the original race of Bheels may claim a 
high antiquity, and that they were once masters of many of the fertile plains 
of India, instead of being confined (as they were in Sir John’s time) to rug¬ 
ged mountains and almost impenetrable jungles.” 

That they were the primeval people of the land, and not settlers, seems hardly 
to admit of dispute : under a different nomenclature, they arc found in the Raj- 
niahal Hills of Bengal ; for a gentleman now in Khandesh, who long resided 
.among the “ Santhals,” who have of late made themselves conspicuous, finds 
the Bheels in appearance and manners to resemble them exactly. 


It is known that “ Caledonii,” “ Picti,” u Albani,” and 


“ Scoti” were nearly 


synonymous appellations ; and as these ancient Britons had tc fall back be¬ 
fore their invaders until they finally rested in the mountainous regions of Scot¬ 
land, Ireland, aj\d Wales, so it is very likely the aboriginal Bheels were forced 


back by successive conquerors into their primitive mountain wilds. 

The true race of Bheel is easily distinguished by the dark colour, diminutive 
size, prominent vheek bones, large nostrils, activity, powers of enduring fatigue, 
and rare qualifications for the chase, of those who belong to it. The inferio¬ 
rity in their stature is probably caused by hard and scanty fare ; for among 
those in tolerably comfortable circumstances it is not so observable, and the 
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peculiarity disappears altogether in youths brought up in the*11 heel Corps, 
from their enjoying better feeding and greater comfort. 

All the clans above mentioned do not resemble each other, nor is their com¬ 
mon origin proved, or bven strongly indicated* by the test of similarity of 
language, religion, manners, and customs. t 

# Some speak a language incomprehensible to the rest. While one tribe is 
Musulman, others are Hindoos, and not a few of them countenance both 
religions, rigidly observing the Mohurum and its orgies, but no less parti¬ 
cular in performing their pilgrimages to the Hindoo shrines at Jeejooree, Pun- 
dhurpoor, &c. 

Some worship their ancestors, nr Chiefs of note, and others pay reverence 
# to the tiger, which it is the pastime and profit of others among thefn t»> shoot. 

Intermarriage between some of the,clans Ts interdicted ; and while in oiu^* 
tribe polygamy is allowed, in another monogamy is the rule. 

Most Bheels (excepting of course those who worship the tiger deity') delight 
in field-sports ; and the enthusiastic zeal with which they lend their aid to Uys 
European sportsman is as useful as it is truly refreshing to witness. 

% They display affectionate esteem for gentlemen who have dwelt long among 
them, ami whose character meets their approbation ; and they still venerate 
the name of Outran). , 

They are kind iynl affectionate paVents, and great faith may he placed oil 
their word. 

When Missionaries come in contact with them, theie is every prospect of 
their finding them a people willing to hear ami to believe their message of 
truth and love. 

Considerable poetic feeling is not. wanting among them ; for sotm^yeaiVago, 
when the Western Bheel Agent was one morning riding through that beautiful 
piece of jungle over which the Sirnlvva Chat passes, in company with the* 
Chief of the Bheels of that part of Kiiumlesli, his companion drew'the officer's 
attention to the*lovely scenery, hv suddenly and rapturously exclaiming that 
that was “ the garden of the Bheel hills and dales, abounding with untended 
foliage, blossoms and fruits of all colours and varieties such as eoukj not be 
produced in the. tame utairfaii (plains)” ; and to show that they are not totally^ 
devoid of political acumen, the following fact, which happened many years 
ago, may be adduced :— 

One of the»petty Bheel Rajas of the Dang having molested bis neighbours 
to such an extent that it became necessary to send a small force to coerce 
him, he, on its arrival, at once came in, and the excuse lu; imyle for the bad 
conduct he had displayed, and the trouble lie had given, w r as that he had some 
grievances of his own, which he wished t» be icdressed*by British authority, 
and that the only way in which he could get Europeans to visit bis prover¬ 
bially pestilential country was to behave as he had done. Since that time the 
lease of the Dang timber forests by Government has brought the Rajas intfo 
closer relationship with us, and an annual meeting is held on the border of the 
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Dang, where they all assemble for conference with the Collector^ his Political 
Assistant, and the Conservator of forests or his Deputy, who all attend the 
meeting. 

The Bheel race, which is? admitted *to be of very ancient origin, and to 
which rpany traditions and legends are attached, and which for so many ages 
tenaciously preserved inviolate its primitive unruly manners and usages, ha^ 
already yielded to the powerful advance of modern civilization, which has 
been most liberally and pcrseveringly thrown in its, way by Government, who 
granted, through the Bheel Agents, to such as applied for or w'ould receive it, 
land fi ee from the payment of revenue, and advances of money (recoverable by 
small instalments), for the purchase of cattle and other farming necessaries. 

. Somc,'*wl?o would have preferred a less laborious occupation, were given 
ploughs and rent-free land, with the double object of giving them a taste 
for industry, and keeping them from mischievous pursuits. 

The Bheel Agents, with infinite labour, ascertained the nature and value of 
the various lines and imposts levied by the Bheel Naiks from the country- 
people in their neighbourhood. These were abolished, and an equivalent for 
them in money was liberally authorised to be paid monthly to the Naiks 
from the Government treasury. 

This step had a great effect in quieting the sta ■ of the country. The 
Bheels brought all their grievances and little feuds to be,, inquired into and 
adjudicated by the Bheel Agents, a part of their duty which, carefully and 
readily performed, had no small effect in winning the confidence, and chang¬ 
ing the hahits of the tribe. 

The Bheel Agents and their subordinate Karkoons and [icons kept, a vigi¬ 
lant N/e on. the proceedings of the Bheels in their ranges, affording them help 
and advice, giving them warning, or awarding them punishment, as their 
"circumstances required. 

Schools were established for the education and training of Bheel children 
at four different parts of the province,—Kunhur, Burgamn, Dhurumgaum, 
and Kookurmoonda. 

The instruction afforded in these schools is not of course of a high order, but 
.»t answers the purpose for which they were founded—that of bringing up the 
boys attending them to quiet and steady hahits, and of grounding them in 
reading and waiting the Murat lice language, and in the simple arithmetical 
rules. 

Twelve hoys, so trained, are now performing the duties of orderlies of the 
twelve companies composing the Bheel Corps,—that is, they keep the pay 
accounts, arms and ammunition returns, and all different rolls and papers 
pertaining to a company of sepoys; and they not only perform this rather 
responsible duty, which requires considerable method and care, but they do 
it well. 
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APPEUDIX A.. 


SYNOPSIS OF THE BTIEEL SETTLEMENT IN K1IANDF.SII, A^’D OF THE 
PRINCIPAL EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE JllIEEL POPULA¬ 
TION OF THAT PROVINCE, FROM TIIE YEAR ISIS TO THE CLOSE 
OF THE YEAR I833. 

ISIS. 

• 

The first settlement was during this year attempted'by Colonel Brfggs, the^ 
"Political Agent in Khamlesh. 

Detachments marched to the Satpoora Hills against (lunga Naik and Itamjee. 
The following Naik* and feudal superiors came in, receiving pensions from 
Government, and assuming the responsibility of the peace of their neigh* 
bourhood:— 

Goomania, Rs. 2,000 per annum, in addition to his links. 

The Aranudee Naiks collectively, IN. 0,000. 

Tcghv Khan, IN. 1*200, tpid the; village 1 of KanapoOr. 

Jcwa Wusawa, Rs. 0,000, with ten borm and forty foot. 

The. Hoodawul liana*, Rs.^ 1,000. 

Devyjee Naik, Rs. (it per mensem, and the village of Cliiklce. 

Ramjet: and Oocliit, Rs. oOO. 

Rylia and Klnmdoo, each Rs. 200. t 

Goomania, though accepting the terms, never personally eisitcu the 
Political Agent. 

Gunga Naik of Chopra, having attacked a detachment of regulars, was killed 
in the fight. 

An unsuccessful attempt made to employ the Turvee Bhecls as a police corps. 
Detachments moved against Knnia Turvee. 

Dusrut sacks and destroys a village. 

Mnlliarjec Dcshmouk attacks Soo.mngana. ^ 

The Aranudee Naiks reiiun their pensions, anti the money they have received, 
declaring they will collect, for themselves. 

The Thalnair Purguna plundered by the Hill Bhecls. 

Kania’s Huttce burnt by Major Me Bean. 

A village in the very central district of Khandcsh plundered arid burnt. 
Ramjee, Oochit, and Soobhania, ravaging Nundoorbar and Sooltanpoor, 
Colonel Jardine’s force is marched against tlieim* 


1819. 

The pension arrangement, providing for the Chiefs and a few followers, no 
doubt reduced the strength of the gangs: fewer villages vyere attacked, but 
32 * * 
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fbe numbh- of murders, robberies, ancl house-breakings was bv no mean-, 
reduced. Expeditions sent against Kama, Dusrut, and Kooer Wusawa, in 
the, Satpoora, and against Chiel Naik in the Hatnmlla range ; Chid apprehend¬ 
ed and hanged. The whole province a scene of utter confusion, the village 
police aiding the plunderers, and the devastation carried on with impunity. 

Raising a Bhecl Corps under consideration, hut the Political Agent reports tjie 
Bheels as unlit for sepoys, and recommends that all Bheels in the province 
receive Us, 2 per mensem. Both plans negatived ; Sebundees and regular 
troops sent to garrison the passes, hut art: withdrawn, disabled by the cli¬ 
mate, and Guomania and the other Naiks re-established on double allowance. 

Tiie Haul ofKurroond placed at the head of Sebundees, to keep the road 
from'Hind wa to Thalnair. 

Chmnnr Wulvee and fifty of bis clan killed by the Caekwar Bheels, and 
Kooer Wusawa tenders his submission ; Luxiruon Parvee taken, and par¬ 
doned. Troops still out among the Satpoora. 

•Tloorha Khan and Moor Khan come in, and receive pensions of Us. 12 and 
Us. H per mensem. 


The Political Agent considers the power of the Satpoora Bheels to be on the 
decline, hut military operations are carried on a« before. Uamjee, Ooehit, 
and Soobhania plundering all about the Sytpoorw 

Soobhania seized, hut escapes; Us. 1,000 reward ollercd for Ramjcc ; Soobha¬ 
nia comes in, and receives Us. 200 pension. 

Kania and Dusrut give themselves up, and are entertained, with fifty followers, 
for the Unwore district. 

Jai^ia receives Us. (iOO jier annum, and Dusrut Its. 000, to protect the Dowlut- 
burce Pass. 

Ramjee and ltvlia delivered up by Soobhania. 

Dlnm Sing, of Amha, receives a pension of Us. 000 per annum to keep quiet. 

The Government proclamation promulgated, that all Bheels returning to their 
villages shall he provided with grain by the Patels. The Silput Raja and 
the Dang Bheels threaten the western frontier. 

The Ajanta Bheels, under .1 undhoola and Jukria, out in every direction in 
great force, and the adjacent districts reduced to a state of utter misery. 

Severe steps are determined upon, and military operations again commenced. 


18 * 20 . 


Oodiiit cuts down a Patel, and takes to the hills. 

Dusrut again breaks out, and is joined by the famous Pindaree Shaik Dul- 
loo; Jundhoola, Jukria, and Mohun, with twelve hundred followers, sur¬ 
render to M/ijor Morin. 

Sindvva road impassable,—the scene of constant murders and robberies; and 
Nowapoor attacked. 

Another settlement.made with Dusrut; military operations still continued in 
every direction. 
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Soormul Rookfoo and Gomajee come in. , 

Oocliit and Soobhania becoming-daily more troublesome. 

Boodroo Khan and Shail^ Dulla infest. £hc eastward : Klumdoo Naik murdered 
in attempting to seize OoehiU; military operations carried oi^ in the west 
and north-east. * * 

Major Morin simultaneously occupies posts for one hundred miles, at the foot 
of the hills, and obliges the southern Jibed Chiefs to surrender, with their 
followers. * 

Palajce Deshmook taken, and executed for murder and marauding. Kuorr 
Wusawa, of Sagbarra, ravaging Nowapoor and KooknrmoiUida with four 
hundred followers. 

fcoormul escapes. 

Troops marched to the Salmulla ratfge, wljcre Ankoos and Duggur were 
making head. 

Soorungana plundered hj the Dang llheels, and Ixooer Wusawa still in arms. 

No application has been as yet made by any Uhuel for the allowance of graitt 
oU’ered by Government for their maintenunee. 

1 S-J 1. 

The Dang Iiheels plunder (fomurpaufli. 

No decrease in gang robbery. 

Soormul and (Joehit again seized. 

Ankoo< and Duggur in force ainonn the southern rnn>;e, devastaimu the plains. 

A formidable body ot freebooters assembled m the Arrawud distiiel. 

Military operations continued, without sueiess. 

Oochit dies in jail. 

The subject of the police again discussed. The Political Agent approves of 
the .laglia system, but puts little faith in the pension arrangement. 

The liheel Chiefs remain quiet Ibr a time. 

1 S'/J. 

Gangs of Dhoels phmdenng the province in everv direction „ 

The Naha Is commit dreadful depredations m khandesh and* Niniar, unde.i 
Hussoola Naik. , 

Tlie Dang Ch veils submit on the apjiearanee of the foive sent to the hills. 

The Uurgaum and llrumlole districts infested with three lai_e goings 
under the control of the famous fleet Jlecna; Saihoo ezines in, and is 
entertained to preserve the peace of the Chalec-Maum district. 

1823. 

The Political Agent leaves Khaudesh. , 

During his administration, continued settlements had been made only to he 
broken, and force empboed, by which for a tunc siibims-ion tuts obtained. 
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When the Collector took charge, the Nahals were still plundering in the Sat- 
poora. 

Ankoos among the Satmul^a, and Ileuia in the districts of Burgaum ant? 
Erundole. • 

Ilussodia seized, and Poonia killed. 

The Dang Bheels threaten the district of Nowapoor. r 

1824. 

The Bheels in the surrounding ranges continue their aggressions in the most 
daring manner. 

Saheb Khan joins the insurgents. 

* Anund apprehended. 

Goomania refuses to deliver up delinquents traced to his 11 uttee; operations 
commenced against hint. 

Koop and his brother Ycshwunt seized. 

Goomania taken, and transported. 

Large, detachments under Major Desehamp moved against the Aranudee 
Chiefs, who nevertheless continue lliei.r daily attm \s on villages. 

The Mamlutdars report the extreme alarm of the p< <ple. 

The military force penetrates into the hills. > 

The Bheels, as usual, disperse for the time, and heavy rewards for the appre¬ 
hension of the leaders are vainly ollerefl. 


\ 


1825. 


A serious insurrection takes place in Bauglan. 

Scwram, a blacksmith, ])rodneiug forged papers from the liaja of Satara, 
entices the Bauglan Bheels to his standard, his intrigues extending to the 
Dang and to tin 1 Satpoora range. Attacks and plundeis Cntapoor with a 
party of eight hundred men, and carries off the spoil to the hill fort ot 
JVloluir. 

Itay Sing threatens tin* Purgunns of Kanapoor and Pimplee, and the Dang 
Bheels upperr in force at the passes. 

A detachment of the '"local regiment arrives in time to repel an attack on 
the town of Molair, and shortly after Lieutenant Outram surm ises and dis¬ 
perses the insurgents, and recovers a great part of the plunder. 

feewrUm is seized and sent in bv Govind »\’aik, and the greater portion of 
the Bheels who had been engaged in the rebellion came in and received par¬ 
don, many agreeing to set up ploughs ; the necessary arrangements arc made 
by Mr. Graham, the Second Assistant Collector. 

The country still continues in a very disturbed state, and crime does not 
decrease. 

The formation of a Bheel Corps, together with conciliatory measures, ordered 
by the Court of Directors. 
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Chains of military posts are established alyng the foot of the hills, to intercept 
supplies, and to act immediately upon information. 

%lr. Graham, Second Assistant, deputed to umpire some settlement with the 
Bhecls of the isatmulla. llill tort ot lvuneera, in the centnu of the hills, 
garrisoned. ' * 

Sharia Naik seized on the prpclamation of a reward of Us. 2,000. 

Itore Naik, Sutwa, Kislma, and Hyajec settled. 

Dadniu seized. * 

The village Patels discovered to be in league with the liheels. 

Bheel Punehayets established, to settle caste disputes. * 

Pandoo apprehended. * t 

•Robberies and murders still fmpicnt, and rouds entirely unsafe. 

Tendya and Bundee, with large gaiigs’Nlistmjiiiig the peace. 

Pandoo and Sutwa seized. 

Lieutenant Ouiram, utter incredible ditUcultv, succeeds in obtaining a few 
recruits. • 

Captain Ovans prosecutes 1 lie system of reform in the southward; Tukavce 
granted, and lauds allotted ; encounters endlessdiliinilty in settling the wild 
Bhecls of the Satmulla. 

Captain Rigby, rc-iding in tlte midst of their haunts* exerts a salutqfy 
influence over the Chiefs of the Western Agency. 


1820 *. 


A gang plundering Buriraum. 

The Sindwa Ghat shut by Dliun Sing, and Soobhania returned from trans¬ 
portation. . * 

Sooltanpoor plundered. 

Depredations from the Dang. 

Detachments siyit against Deoeliund, and thirty of his followers killed in 
Sooltanpoor ; but Soobhania lopnbes the* party of regulars sent against him, 
wounding twenty-two sepoys and sortie horse. 

Dliun Sing comes in on Kowl : dclaclimeiif against Soohhania reinforced. 
He is seized by Rauia Naik, and is sent to Dhoolia Jail, where lie dies. 

The Kookurmoonda Agent recommends a Ibice to bosent to punish severely 
the Dang Chieftains in their own eountiy "* 

The system of reformation continues ; upwards of three hundred ploughs 
established. 

Tendya apprehended. 

Bowajee murdered. 

The Loharra Bhecls plundering the country. 

Detachments sent against them ; the Doohtnooks discovered us countenan¬ 
cing the Bheel plunderers. , • 

Bodwur disturbed by large gangs. 

Two notorious Bheel leaders seized by the reformed liheels. 
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The Jaglias gradually returning, b^t much persuasion required to induce 
them to turn to agriculture. 

The Bheel levy amounts to two hundred recruits, who are inspected by tliei 
Collector. , 

'• 1827. 


—.0 


A gang, formed under Khundoo and Mahadeo, near Sindwa, attacks the vil¬ 
lage of Boorwaree. , 

Lieutenant Outram, with a detachment of the Bheel Corps, surprises them after 
a night march: the gang is completely dispersed, with the loss of one of its 
leaders killed, and several of the followers 
A Jemadar and seven of the corps wounded on this occasion. 
l f he corps recruited to the number of six hundred, who were at the close of 
the monsoon inspected and reviewed by the Brigadier commanding the 
province. 

The Agent to the southward reports the colonics as increasing, and also his 
success in settling many of the predatory Blicels on the east frontier of 
Jamnair, who were reckoned as the wildest of the tribes. 

No robberies of importance have occurred for many i ontlis. 

The troops of the line arc relieved from outpost duty »/ the Bheel Corps. 

The Kookurmoonda Agency abolished, and the control of the feudatory Chiefs 
and Naiks transferred to the Second Assistant, placed permanently in these 
districts. 

A Bheel Agent appointed by 11 is JUgliness the Nizam. 


V ' . 1828. 


The Collector reports that for the last six months the country has, for the first 
time during twenty years, enjoyed repose. 

The Bheel Corps is employed throughout the province, in pursuing foreign 
marauders, escorting prisoners and treasure, and furnishing outposts in 
situations where no one can exist during the rains except Natives of the 
spot. 

1821). 


No complaint preferred during the season against any member of the corps. 

A school established at head quarters, to teach the Bheel sepoys and their 
* children. 

The Dang Bheels plunder the villages of Naguree and Chorewur. 

Bheel parties are posted along the frontier, to prevent further aggressions, until 
the season admits ol military operations. 

The Magistrate reports the great decrease of crime throughout the Agencies, 
and bears testimony to the high character the Bheel Corps has gained. 
Large gangs assemble on the frontiers, restrict their depredations to the 
Nizam’s territories, and arc dispersed after much trouble. 



■ 235 


BHF.EI. TDIHES OF KIIANDE9II. 

I 


1830. 

, All the available force of the Bhecl Corps and Auxiliary Horse, together with 
a strong detachment* of regular tfoops, manji on the Dung, A severe and 
harassing campaign ensues, owing to the excessively dili^ult nature of 
the country, the rapid movements of the Blit-els, and the assistance 
universally afforded to the*cnemy by the Olaekwar’s oilicers. 

Every Chief, however, was at length seized and brought to Klmndesh, where 
the claims of each were#thoroughly sifted and settled. 

Great sickness prevailed among the troops after their ref urn from the Dang. 
The cultivating Bhecls in the Agency gradually progressing’in the work of 
reformation. 

1831. 1 

*. fl 


The Turvccs are in a very disturbed state, plundering the north-east part of 
the province. 

A detachment of the Bhecl Corps is marched under Lieutenant Oulram to 


Yawul: 4t)0 Turvccs arc apprehended, and 158 sentenced by the Criminal 
Judge. Major Ovans reports the increasing prosperity and reformation of 
his colonies, and the total-success* which has crowned his arduous labours. 
541 Bheels at the plough. • , * 

8,0:24 beegas under cultivation. 

‘ . 1832. s 


Province remains <piiet. 

The Bhecl Corps entrusted with the charge of the district treasuries. 
113 villages re-established in Chalcesgaum, Burgaum, and Jamnair. 


1833. 


The Naiks, Esniah and I rutuiab, plunder several villages in the Sooltanpoor 
district. 

A large detachment of Bhecl Corps and horse penetrate the Safpooru Moun¬ 
tains, scour the strongest passes to the banks of the Nerbudda, and, seize the 
two insurgent Chiefs, together with all the Naiks engaged in the disturbance, 
533 Jaglias established in*the Southern Agency. 


, 1835. 

Parties of the Bheel Corps distinguish themselves at Boorhanpoor, Ocmcra- 
wutee, and Aurungahad, in apprehending Thugs. * * 

Sindia’s districts restored, and crime greatly increases %oughout the province. 


1830. 

Rewards granted by the Magistrate to several individuals of the Bheel Corj*, 
for the successful capture of malefactors. 
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The Collector inspects the school of the Bheel Corps, and reports his gratifi¬ 
cation to find that fifty boys of different tribes have reached a most useful 
proficiency, and applauds the measure, as calculated to raise the race from 
its former degraded state. • * 

Dusrutp son established on the Dowlutbaree Pass. 

The South Bheel Agent reports the progressive prosperity of his colonies. 

The small pecuniary advance expended as assistance, together with the 
satisfactory return of increased tillage, leave no doubt as to the thriving 
state of the settlements. » 

The Bheel Corps having now arrived at a perfect state of discipline, and 
containing within itself such a number o/ influential persons of each tribe 
in tliu province, no individual can remain in the country at large if his 
apprehension he required by the Magistrate. 

1839. 

The Dang Chiefs plunder the villages of Oomurpauth and Umboorpara; 
detachments of the Bheel Corps moved to the top of the Ghats. 

All the Chiefs on the first summons attend the Bheel Agent, and an uncon¬ 
ditional restoration of all the plundered property is followed by a pardon for 
the aggression ; tjie claims of the Chiefs arc again . .-cammed and settled. 

A regiment of the line withdrawn from the province. 


1840. 


Purtab Sing, Baja of Amallec, Southern Dang, allows his followers to plunder 
l^ritish villages, and refuses to obey the summons of the Magistrate. 

The Bheel Agent, with a small party of the corps and horse, after a forced 
march of sixty miles, surprises his principal location, and seizes his family, 
flocks, and arms. 

Purtab Sing surrenders at discretion on the following day ; a company ofBheels, 
for the protection of Ins frontier, raised by llis Highness the Nizam. 

1841. 


A large party of Bheels, from the province of Ahmednuggur, plunder the 
Government treasury at Pimpulnair, which had been left without adequate 
means of defence. 

The marauders followed over the border by a party of the Bheel Corps: 
mqch intelligence obtained, together with a portion of the plunder; and, with 
the assistance,of .the civil authorities of Alnnednuggur, the gang was eventu¬ 
ally secured. 

Bhamnia Naik attacks a vijjage in Sooltanpoor. 

The Bheel A gent moves through the Satpoora against the insurgents. 

Bhamnia shot near the banks of the Nerbudda, and all the Chiefs of the 
Satpoora range, who had been engaged in the foray to Khandesh, seized and 
brought to Dhoolia. 
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The Mehwas<je Chiefs threaten aggression, but, on the appearance of a small 
force of horse and BKeels, surrender thelnselves to the Bheel Agent. 

1 # 42 . 

The Turvees are again troublesome on the north-east. * 

Beekaria and Baughchund plunder the Sowda and Yawul districts. 

Operations commenced. * * 

Beekaria seized, and Baugjtchund killed, and the Chiefs of the hills who had 
aided in the disturbance* seized by parties of the Bheel Corps. 


CONTINUATION OF THE*FOREGOING SYNOPSIS, 

BY CAPTAIN J. llOSli. 

1843 . 

When in 18‘2o the south-eastern Bhcels—those located in, or in the vicinity 
of, the Satmalla range of hills—were placed under the care of Captain (now 
Major General) () vans, the Bheel• Agent at Kuuhiir, w*tha view to their 
reformation, those in the west and north-west of the province, including some 
Bheel and Rajpoot Chiefs, termed Mfchwasee, or independent, were entrusted 
to the management of the late Captain Rigby, as Western Bheel Agent. 

This latter Agency was done away with in 1827, on account of the pestilen¬ 
tial nature of the climate in some parts of the western districts, ami undefau 
impression that the appointment was almost supcrlluous. Tlrts year, however, 
it became very evident that the Western Bheols and Muhwaseo Chiefs were 
retrograding in civilization and conduct, and a correspondence commenced, 
with the object of re-establishing the Western Bheel Agency. 

The affairs of the Kunliur Bheel Agency* this year, as represented in the 
Agent’s annual report, were considered by C lovernment to be in every respect 
highly satisfactory. 

* 1844 . 

Steady progress in diligence and good conduct, on tlfc part ot t,ne Kunlun 
Agency cultgrating Bhcels and school-hoys. 

The men of the Bheel Corps were this year introduced to a spaeies of war¬ 
fare of which they had never before had any experience. An old Rajpoot* 
Patel of a village lately ceded to Government by Sindia would not obey N*gal 
process, or conform in any way to the behests of tlx* Government Native, 
officials, whose duties brought them in contact wifli him as Pa4el. On being 
pressed to act and assist in the village affairs like other Patels, he contuma¬ 
ciously refused, and, raising the standard ot rebellion, shut the gates of :v 
strong little Ghurcc or fort he had prepared, and defied the. Government. 

31 



23K . 


BHEEL TRIBES OF KIIANDESH. 


lie was a landholder of the old regime, and had actively participated in the 
atrocities which tvcre formerly pa.initted, if not encouraged. "He had caused 
tin: death of hundreds of unfortunate Bheels in cold blood, and, by a singular 
chance., the descendants o£ his numerous victims were those destined to in¬ 
flict retribution. 

I * 

A detachment of the line and a couple of nine-pounder guns from the Mai- 
ligautn brigade assisted the Bheel Corps in impetuously storming the fort, 
which was taken after an obstinate, well-sustained resistance, which ended 
in the Patel, Munsuram, being killed by a shot, through the head, from the 
musket of one of the attacking sharp-shooters. 

1845. 

, « 

Western Bheel Agency re-estabhshed. 

The Agent found the Western .Meh'hasec Chiefs surrounded with hands of 
worthless, unruly mercenaries, Arabs, Sindees, Mukranees, &c., all clamour¬ 
ous for large sums, which they demanded as their wages, and in payment of 
cash loans they had given their employers, at enormous rates of interest. 
The seven Mehvvasee Chief’s* were entirely in the power of these men. 

The newly appointed Bheel Agent, having carefully examined the nature of 
these pecuniary claims, awarded an equitable amou t to each claimant, which, 
with the approval of Government, having been paid to them from the income 
of the Chiefs, the disbanded rabble were sent to Bombay, and shipped away 
to their respective countries; security being at the same time taken from the 
Chiefs against their again entertaining or sheltering such troublesome, 
worthless people. 

ClcVr proof was discovered of one of these Chiefs, Rana Gunput Sing, of 
Boodawul, having been concerned in robbery and other atrocities. lie was 
therefore sent to Dhoolia, to he kept under surveillance,—open arrest, as it 
were,—on a portion of his income, the remainder being applied to the liquida¬ 
tion of his just debts, which were ascertained to amount to Rs. 31,752-2-0, 
and the management of his estate was given to the Western Bheel Agent. 

An examination of the debts of the Chiklee Chief, Kooer Jeewa Wusawa, 
was also thisycar made by the Western Bheel Agent, who, after striking out 
large items of interest, which had accumulated on unheard of banking princi¬ 
ples, found the +otal debt to he Rs. 18,074-2-3. 

To phy olf this, Government authorised a portion of his revenues to he set 
apart, and his estate was temporarily placed under the care of the Western 
Bkeel Agent. 

A considerable nuiiiher of Bheels under the Western Bheel Agency were this 
year enabled to become cultivators, by receiving pecuniary help, and a rent- 
free lease of Jand from Government. Bheel colonies were established along 
the Sindwa Ghat line of road, a deserted and pestilential tract, where rob¬ 
beries were formerly frequent. t 

•1 

" For a history of these Chiefs, vide pages 1/3 to 178, and 188 to 196, of this Selection. 
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The effect of this step has been almost tytal freedom from robbery there¬ 
abouts for some years past, and the clearance of the jungle for cultivating 
purposes appears to be .gradually causing a favourable change in the climate 
of that locality. . * ’ 

A very apparent diminution in the number of robberies in ’the t<Avn of 
.Nundoorbar and its neighbourhood took place immediately on the Western 
Bheel Agent being established there. 

Kooer Wusawa, the Chief\)f the Chiklee Mehwasoe esgite, who was at the 
head' of the Nundoorbar lalooka Police, was slronglv suspected of conniv¬ 
ing at instead of endeavouring to suppress crime within his charge. 

* 18 - 16 . # 

M 

Government erected a house at Nundoorbar, for the use of the Western 
Bheel Agent. 

Kooer Wusawa, disliking the affairs of his estate to be interfered with fu¬ 
tile payment of his debts, and probably fearful that bis misdeeds as head of 
the Nundoorbar Talooka Police would be discovered, and brought wainsthim, 
suddenly threw off his allegiance, and, as a rebel, took to the jungle with an 
armed band, the Chief of which was a vicious Arab. . 

As the rebel obstinately refused to listen to the. oft-repealed expostulations 
and offers of pardon mado to him by # Government through tin* Collector and 
Magistrate, it was at last found necessary to send a detachment, consisting of 
part of the Malligaum brigade, Poona Irregular Horse, and Bheel Corps, to 
bring him to order. These troops came upon bis encampment by surpi ise^bul 
be was not captured till a sharp skirmish, accompanied with somuabloodshcd, 
had taken place. 

lie was sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, for raising rebellion, but was 
released, as an act of grace, from jail in October 1 854, before the term of his 
sentence had expired, and found hisdcbts.in the mean time had all been paid 
oil', and that he was several thousand .rupees before the world. 

His standing in society was however gone, and his sou had been constituted 
proprietor of the estate, his own personal allowance being for the future lixoA 
at Its. 50 per month, in addition to the interest on \fliich have been 

funded on his account in the Government five per cent. Public Works loan. 

Number of Bl»el cultivators under the Western Agency increased. 

Part of the Bheel Corps having volunteered for service in thT* l)e*ean # and 
Konkun, against the notorious freebooter Itagojee Bangrisy, li;pl been for some 
months engaged in the arduous attempt to capture the outlaw', under the 
immediate orders of their Commandant. # * 

On their return to Khandesh, Government highly applauded^he Blinds for 
so cheerfully leaving their homes and families to enter on a hard course of 
marching and pursuit, at a bad season of \he year, in a most difficult country, 
and among a wild and strange population. 
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« 1847. 

Gen&ral peace, good order, and improvement throughout the province. 

The census taken this year imde the BKeel population amount to 63,748. 

V ' 1848. 

Nothing demanding remark in connection with* the Bheel population occur¬ 
red this year, beyond the establishment of a school at Kookurmoonda, for 
the education of tlfe sons of the Western Chiefs and 15heels, under the, super¬ 
intendence of the Western Bheel Agent. 

The census this year showed the Bheel population of the province to be 
rapidly ihcreasing, the’figure being 73,293. 

- 1 ! 849 . 

flood order prevalent over the whole province. 

Ps. 3,000 were sanctioned by Government for clearing the jungle bordering 
the Sindwa Ghat line of road, and the money was laid out, and the work 
executed, under the supervision of the Western Bheel Agent, Bheels being 
the principal class employed. 

1850. 

A 

* 

A young Bheel Chieftain, Ramsing, the son of Kooer 'Wusawa, this year, 
with his own free consent, went to Poona to .study in the College there, if is 
cousin, by name Sonjee, accompanied him. For some time their behaviour 
w as such as to give hope of their turning out well, but as they grew in years 
a* change took place, and after giving a great deal of trouble to Major Candy, 
the Principal «of the College, Ramsing absconded, and could not be disco¬ 
vered for several months, when he was found near Malligaum. 

Sonjee remained at the College, but his heart was elsewhere, in the western 
jungles, to which lie was finally permitted to return. 

The conduct of both these yo ut Its is up till now (1856),far from steady and 
satisfactory. ' 

1851. 

*■ i 

The Kunhur »nd Western Bheel Agency affairs favourably reported on, the 
Bljccl amelioration system being steadily pursued towards them, and extend¬ 
ed to some of*the Pardhec tribe (noted thieves), in the Thajnair and Nun- 
doorb‘ 41 ' Taiookas. 

The'liana of Boodawul died at Dhoolia of disease this year, leaving 
Rs. 23,617-14-9 of his debts unpaid. All possible search has since been made 
to discover an heir to the Boodawul estate, but as none can be found it must 
lapse to the British Government. 

1852. 

Nothing of note connected with the Bheels this year. 

The Ryut population of the Sowda Talooka having, through ignorance, 
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evinced a riotous disposition to resist the introduction of the revenue survey, 
some of the Bheel Corps formed part of a*force sent to restore order. M ilitary 
interference, however, was not required, as the Ryuts wore convinced ol* the 
foolishness of their opposition, when the benefit they would derive from the 
survey rates of taxation was fully explained to them. • 

1853. 

The Bhecls, and all connected with the province, in a state of peace and 
improvement. 

In addition to their former duties, the Bheel Agents were treated Superin¬ 
tendents and Assistant Superintendents of Pylice, which considerably 

* increased their labour, and occupied their^ime. 

1854. 

The new police system rendered it necessary this year to withdraw the 
district peons, who had from the commencement of the Bheel reform been 
stationed at almost every Bheel village, to look after the inhabitants, who, 
however, took no advantage of being thus left more to themselves, but conti¬ 
nued in every respect as well behaved as before. 

• 

1855. 

The Bheel Agency and police duties off our European officers have during the 
whole of this year devolved upon tiro, without any perceptible bad effect, 
except that on the health of the oflieers doing constant double duty. „ 


APPENDIX B. 


SPECIMEN OF THE LANGUAGE USED 1IY Ml EELS WI0SN IN SKCIfET 
CONVERSATION WITH EACH OTHER, OR ON MARAUDING EXPE¬ 
DITIONS. m 


Bhoel Language. 


English. 

• • 


Motaba. 
Bond . 
Goha ■ 
Gurrada 
Pannee . 


Old map. 
Thief. 
House. 
'Road. .« 
Water. 
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Wurrat 
Dunjya.. . . 

Gaeed-'. 

Dungree . e.. 
Kookdee .... 
Dung ...... 

Fokud . 

Dungree .... 

Hone «. ... 

Boombo ...., 

Pulieyo...... 

Gundar....... 

Jleem . 

Doung Koplee 

Koho. 

Loec... 

Khadcc. 

Ilode Ilode .. 



B(]lio . 

Too kesse guy a . 
Dailrai boodee iy 

Hakal . 

Soulai jana. 


I3ueel jaoo . 

Chara pada jaoo 

Chibda.. 

.Busaira. 

Poho. V... 

Pobce ."*• 

Wungu ..£ 

Thaiee- T.... 

I 

Bubee ......... 

Baba.. 

Kagda. 

Hap. f... 

Missee.. 

Ilandul. 

Panda ......... 


' Rain., 

Bullock. 

Cow. 

Buffalo'. 

Hen. f 
Tobacco. * 

Deer. 

A. small hill. 

Gold. 

Ashes. 

Pice, or copper coin. 

Heat. 

Cold. 

Bow and arrow. 

Crowbar. 

Blood. 

Wound. 

i 

Quick. v 

Slow. » 

To hold. 

Died. 

Sit down. 

W'hcre had you been ? 

The sun sets. 

Morning. 

We shall go ourselves. 

We shall go both. 

We shall go to bring grass. 
Cucumber. 

Foal. 

Son. 

Girl. 

Bunnia. 

Wife. 

Sister. 

Brother. 

Crow. 

Snake. 

Scorpion. 

Earthen pot. 

A pot. 
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Iloka .*.. 1 Eggs., 

Khahada.. Shoe. 

Dugda. Private. 

‘'Thaiodee.. 4. Thore, tree. 

Haido .| . Savega, tree. 

Koda.». I'-rab. 



REGISTER OF TI1E DISPOSAL OF THE MOST FORMIDABLE OF THE 

BHEEL* LEADERS. 



» 

a 

No. 

Names. 


1 Jowa Wusawa . Dead 

2 Chuinar Wulvee. Killed 


Itenmrks. 


3 Raua Annnd Sing 

4 Rnna Chinnier Sing 

5 Reojee Naik. 

G Snoidiaiya Naik .. 

7 Rylia Naik. 

8 OochitNaik. 

9 Ramjee Naik .... 

10 KliundooNaik.. .. 

11 Roopsing Naik .. 

12 Gnomauia Naik .. 

1.1 Gunjee Naik .... 

14 Dusrut Naik .... 

1 5 Rookfoo Naik .... 

16 Soonnol Naik.... 

17 Mccr Khan. 

18 Boorhan Khan.. .. 

19 Russoola Naik.... 

20 Kania Naik. 

21 Jundhoola Naik .. 

22 JukriaaNaik .... 

23 Chiel Naik. 

24 Ankoos N ft 'k • • • • 

25 Dugroo Naik .... 


At his village. 

Dead . 

At his village. 

Transported. 

Died in jii ison. 

Died in prison. 

Died in prison . 

Murdered by Oochit .. 

.At his village . 

Dead . 

Killed in action ...*... 

Dead . 

Transported. 

Do. 

| Residing in ltawair .... 

Murdered. 

At his village v ... f.. 

| Transported. 

Executed. 

Transported.. >.. 

Killed iu fight. 
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K. 



26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 
,37 

38 

39 

40 

41 
i2 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 


K 


Ror( Naik .., 
SailrLo Naik.. 
SOubul Naik . 
VBuchoo Naik . 
Dharia Naik . 
Bundia Naik . 
Sendya Naik . 
Lallia Naik v . 
Nagyee Naik* . 
Kass Naik ... 
Byajcc Naik... 
r Ankoosia Naik. 
Hccria Naik... 
Dugroo Naik . 
Sungrcn Naik . 
TeeklyaNaik . 
Sutwa Naik... 
llama Naik ... 
Buddoo Naik . 
Gokul Naik.. . 
Luximoit Naik. 
Govindya Nnik 
Bowanec Naik. 


Remarks. 


►Received Kowl 


} 


Transported.!. 
Received Kowl 
Transported... 


Died as outlaws 


Received Kowl and settled 

J Killed in battle . 

an outlaw . 

Do. . 

Transported. 

Do. . 

Hung . 

Died an outlaw. 

Do. 

Do. . 

DO. » a .... 

Do. . 

Do. ' . 


S> 

1 

fcO 


cn 

P 

B 


a 
§ 
Ss 

A 3 

* ? s 

o 

O *0 

*§ § 

2 © 

CO 

Of 

A 


< 


(Signed) D. C. Graham, Captain, 

13heel Agent. 


APPENDIX D. 


MEMORANDUM REGARDING THE PAST AND PRESENT STATE (1843) 
OF THE FORCE EMPLOYED FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE 
THREE DISTRICTS OF THE SOUTHERN AGENCY. 


Before the Settlement. 

t 

In theDhaleesgaum Talooka. 

Regular troops of thtf line. 

Sebundecs of the other districts of Khandesh 
Irregular liorso.. 


In the Burgattm Talooka. 

Regnlar troops of the line.'... 

Irregular horse ., *. 


, In the Jamnatr Talooka c 

Irregular horse... 


European 

Officers. 

Native Commis¬ 
sioned St Non-Com¬ 
missioned Officers, 
and Rank and File. 

1 

• 119 

• 0 

85 

■ • 

25 

1 

101 

• « 

51 

• 

•• >1 

25 
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**" % 

As the Bheet settlements came into operation, the regulars Wire gradual] 
reduced, aa well as the irregular horse an# extra Mahal Sei>undees, and th 
whole of the troops of the line were recalled to Malligaum, and their posts 
over to detachments of tfie Bheel Corpus, # 1 

The following statement shows die present distribution (18^Lof jh« de 
tychments of the Bheel Corps, ts well as of the parties of irregXijfcrse, li 

In*the Chaleesgaum Talooka. 

Kunhur, detachment of the Bheel Corps.. 24 

Jateegaum, do. do.9 

Chaleesgaum, do. * do. * .... 20 

# Chaleesgaum and other villages, irregulw horse ..,.*18 * 

T y ^ | 

In the Burgaum TTtlooka. 

Burgaum, detachment of the Bheel Corps.25 

Burgaum and other villages, n regular horse ... 7 . 

In the Jamnair Talooka. 

Jamnair, detachment of the Bheel Corps. 25 

Jamnair and other villages; irregdlar horse. 10 

Thus it appears # that since tHb Bheel settlement has Tbeen completed, *i 
reduction of two European officers and two lnpidrei^ind twenty regulars of al 
ranks, with their field equipments, ha$ been effected, eighty-five Mahal Se- 
bundees have returned to their districts, and the service*, of seventy-one irre¬ 
gular horse have been dispensed with, the protection of the country being now 
entrusted to one hundred and three reformed Bheela of the Bheel Corps, and 
to the reformed Naiks and Bheels now settled in the different dffstriets and 
i lllages. 

In like manner, all other outposts held by regular troops throughout Khan- 
desh have been felieved by parties of the Bheel Corps, with the exception o; 
the head quarter station of Dhoolia. ' 

The Southern Agency is purposely taken as a specimen, containing the only 
districts of the province where the original plan of Government has Seen folly 
carried through, and where the system has been really introduced, and allowed 
to have fair play. __ * ^ 

Statement of Advances and Balances due by the Bheel Colonies Js tjje Ckalee*- 
gaum, Burgaum, and Jamnair Talookas, under the Kunhur Agency.• 


Balance out 'Number of Number uf Number No. of 
standing on i Ploughs. Ueegs* of Jaglas Boy* at 
30th April. I * settled. School. 


6,648-8 
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Remarks. 

No. 1.—This general statement exhibits the whole outlay, the whole 
recoveries, tc. for the whole period of reform ; the outlay amounts to 
Rs. 85,.‘MH-^ r 6, of which l\s. 44,197-4-7 lur e been actually recovered, and 
Its. 11 -S written off as los-. on account of deaths, desertion, See., which, 

added vu the sime- rcoverod, make a sniu of Rh. 67,226-0-3, to which add 
exchange Its. 1,160-1 1 -f>, and the present outbuildingbalance, Its. 16,9b 1-6-9, 
’ form the total outlay of Its. 8.0,348-2-6. 

No. 2. —Thf j number of 15heels lit present at the plough is 597. The land 
cultivated is lac- us ti^i-lb-S. 

No. ^l.-v-The village wutclnnon settled amount to 4.50. 

1 No. 4.—The number of Jihcel elvld/en at present at school are fourteen. 


Strength of the Khandesh lihecl Corps in September 1840. 
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ti 1 
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738. 8 IS 24 


The proport ' »n of duty required from a regiment of the line is one-third of 
its strength. 

'J’he Bheel Corps performs duties for which upwards of th.ee-fourths of its 
entire si'-aergVit are required. 

Only two European officers are allowed, whilst the numerous outposts, scat¬ 
tered over <i large province, require continual personal inspection, and cannot 
possibly be,relieved under a term of six or seven years. 

Troops of the line are relieved after three months. 

^Signed) D, C. Graham, Captain, 

i x Bheel Agent. 
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APPENDIX E. 

% 


Strength of Detachments of the. Jiheel Cory* in September*} 843. 
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30 
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11 
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23 
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Ctami ToTal • 653 " 

. - ~ “i-SSSMWMBBB,. 

Up to September 1843, 1,800 Bhe^s bad been passed tiirofigh the ranks of 
the corps to their entire civilization. The din h urged numbers dwell quietly at « 
•their respective villages as Wutundars, cultivators, or Jaglae,*ind the sum's oP 
money as Tukavce,. given, at various times to relations on the responsibility of 
members of the corps, have been all scrupulously repaid by the Bheel sepoy. • 
The average nVfSber of scholars who daily attend the Bheel school at head 
quarters is about fO. \ 

. TfSiened) D. C. Graham. Captain, Bheel Aeent. 
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Monthly 1Return, showing the actual Strength and Stations. 


Rkoclaks and Local. 
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Sanctioned strength... 1 | 3 i 3 J 7 

Actual strength, its per morning report 1st ■. 

February J 856.. 1 ' 3 j 3 7 

* 

Stations. ’ j 

1. Dlioolia. 1 

2. Songhur.*.j. 

3. ,4nnunair .! ■ - .. -• 

4. Betawnd..I. 

5. Erundole .. J. 

6. Patonda.... 

7. Burgaum . 

8. Paehora. 

9. Chaleesganm.. .: 

0. Loanair.. .. ). . 

1. Sutana .. .. ‘. 

2. Abhoona . 

3. Pimpulnair. 1 

4. Jvctana. 

5. Kowapoor !\\ ...i. 

6. KLundoorbar .. x .j. 

7. Situlkheira ,,. 

;8. Sliada .. . 

19. TpUdftCT. 

10. Seerpoor ^ .. .. .. ., .. <*. 

SI. Chopra .. ‘ .. 

J2. Yavrul. n . 

3C>m Sowda .. .. .. ' . 

24, Rawair .. 7. .. .. 

25. ?fusse<rabad.. . 

2fh Kanulda. . .•. 

27. Jamnair.. .. *.i 

28. Bodwur...!\ 1 
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Acting Buglers 
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DIX F. 


t 

of the Bheel Corps on the$ 1 st February 1856. 
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Appendix F 



_# _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______ ^ 

Regulars a\d Local. 
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( 29^ Borenar. . . f . j • 

’ 30. Saindoornac. f t /.. \ ■ 

31. Jatcegaum.! . . • • j •• 

32. Molair . 

33. W'arsa.i ■ 

34. 'Kookurmoonda.! 

35. Dhurgnum .. .. .. _. 

3fl. Arrjtwnd. 

37. Mhyjcc Pair (for two months). 

38. With tins Collector .. 4 . .. . 

39. Ditto 1st Assistant,Collector . j • 

40. Ditto Agent at Kunlmr . ?. .. j - 

c 41. Ditto Western Blieel Agefii . ., .. .. ' ■ 

42. Ditto Superintendent of Revenue Survey • . , . 

43. With Mr. Naro Vital, Deputy Collector .. ! . 

44. Ditto Mr. Shrcepnt Vital, do. do. .., 


Total. 


At IU ad Qit.ii ;.i 1 

28 Boys at school, iccciving the pay of 14 men*j .. 
Wanting to complete .| • ■ 

Total.i 1 



* 28 Bovs receive cadi Rs. 2} per month as subsistence, 


Huglprs. 
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( continued). 
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uhich i* (<|uhali!uf to 1-1 Sejmv-, on its. .’> [ht d*ohIIi. 

feigned/ J. Kohl?, C.iptiiin, 

ISiicd Agent. 
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APPENDIX G. . 


'itatcmet of Advances made to, recovered and ^recoverable from, and Balances 
still due by, the Bheel, Pardhee, and Ryut Colonists in the Bauglan, Ntin- 
doorbar, Sooltctnpoor, and Thalnair Tfdooh\s, under the Western Bheel 
Agency, its re-establishment up to the 31 st July 185.5. 

-- 7 


Total.. .. Rupees 


* Total* Annual 
A.lvan&ot 



e 


Recoveries. 

Written off 

* * 

as irrecoverable. 

13,796 12 9 

132 f» 6 


Balance out-* 
standing on 31 k. 
July 1855. 


- 

(Signed) J. Rev ' Captain. 

Bheel A cent. 


APPENDIX II. 


'fc.b^ment of Advances made to, recovered and irrecoverable yroan, and. JJalances 
still due by, tlh^tiheel Colonists An the Chaleesgaum, Bvrgaum, and Janinair 
Taloohas, under the Kunhur Agency, from its establishment up to the 
31j?f July 1S55. # 



i 

j Written off. 

I 

I 

i 


9'27,149 6 

l 


| Balance out¬ 
standing on 31st 
*| July 1865. 


31 3,047 12 9 


(Signed) J, Rose, Captain, 

Bheel Agent. 











